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caritasreliesonthesupport
ofmanydonors.Wevalueall
donationsbetheysmallorlarge.We
havejustcompletedour2010Lenten
AppealandIamdelightedtoreport
thatwehaveraisedover$845,000
indonations.Agreateffort!Thank
youtoalloursupporterswhogave
bothtimeandmoneytomakethisa
successfulAppeal.

InthisWinterUpdatenewsletter,wehavehighlightedaspectsof
ourinternationalandNewZealandfocusedwork.Thisyearhas
sofarbeenextremelybusyfortheCaritasteam.Itstartedwith
thedevastatingHaitiearthquakeandtheCaritasnetworkswung
intoactiontoassistthoseaffected.Thedonorresponseherewas
fantasticwithover$650,000raisedtodate.

WehaveincludedsomeinformationonhowtheNewZealand
Government’schangeinpolicydirectionforoverseasaidis
affectingnon-governmentdevelopmentorganisations.Although
wehavemajorconcernsaboutthechangeinfocus,wedovalueour
longstandingpartnershipwiththeNewZealandGovernment.We
willcontinuetoadvocateforpoliciesandprogrammesthatarepro-
poorandsupportintegralhumandevelopment.

EarlierintheyearIvisitedsomeofourprojectsinKenyaand
Tanzaniaandwasstruckbythechallengesthatsomanypeople
faceintheirdailylives.Challengesincludetheimpactsofclimate
change,discriminationagainstsomeethnicgroups,andpoor
accesstohealthandeducationservices.Iwasimpressedbythe
resultsthatourprogrammesareachievingwithsomeofthemost
vulnerablepeopleinthosecountries.Donorsupportisvitalfor
theseprogrammestocontinue.

WithinNewZealandwehavebeenverybusywithouradvocacy
work.ThisUpdateprovidesaninsightintosomeofthisincluding
ourresponsetothe2010budgetandrecentchangesinsocial
welfarepolicy.

OneWorldPartnersareagroupofdonorswhogiveonaregular
(usuallymonthly)basis.Thankyouifyouarealreadypartofthe
OneWorldPartnershipscheme.Wewouldlovemorepeopletojoin
thisscheme.Ifyouareinterestedinmoreinformation,pleasesee
page7orvisitourwebsitewww.caritas.org.nzformoredetails.

Thankyouforyourongoingsupport.

MichaelSmith
Director

Letter from the director syangja–growingforsuccess
CaritasAotearoaNewZealandhassupportedforsometimethe
NepaleseSyangjaprogramme,whichhasbeenrunningfornine
years.Theprogrammedrawstoacloseon30June2010withmany
successfuloutcomes,andthecommunitycannowmanagetheir
activitiesthemselves.Thecommunitywillstillbeabletoaccess
IntegratedPestManagement(IPM)trainingandsupportthrough
theCaritasNepalIPMprogrammethatwearefundingwithCaritas
Australia.

ThetwoSyangjacooperativeswhichhavedevelopedthrough
theprogrammewillbeundercommunitymanagement,andwill
continuetorunmanycommunityactivities,suchaswomen’s
groups,savingsandmicro-creditschemes.Theseandother
cooperativeswillalsoreceivesome‘weaningoff’supportasneeded
fromaproposednewCaritasNepalCooperativeUmbrellaSupport
programme,whichCaritasAotearoaNewZealandislookingto
fund.Wewillalsosupportforashorttimethecompletionofthe
communityforestryplanting.Oncethatplantingiscompleted,
thecommunityforestryworkwillbeabletobesupportedbythe
cooperatives.

(ReadmoreonSyangjaonpage4.)

anicaraguanperspective
Thefactthateconomicdevelopmentneedstotakeplacewithin
anawarenessofwiderissueswithincommunitiesandsociety(see
‘Whatisdevelopment?’opposite),isillustratedbyarecentvisit
toNicaraguabyCaritasInternationalProgrammesManagerTara
D’Sousa.OfourpartnertheAssociationfortheDevelopmentand
DiversificationofCommunityAgriculture(ADDAC),Tarasays,‘For
allADDAC’sworkonimprovinglivelihoodsandintegratingpeople
intothecasheconomy,divisionsbetweenfamiliesdidnotchange.
Theareahadbeenheavilyconflictedbythecivilwarofthe1980s
soADDACrealisedtheyhadtodosomethingdifferent.Thefocus
hasshiftedfromaprimaryconcernforeconomicwellbeingtothe
overallwellbeingofthefamily.’

ADDACfieldworkersnolongerask‘How’syourfarm?’.Now,it’s
‘How’syourfamily?’.Farmworkersareassistedbytheirfamilies
onthefarmandthesamesenseofcommunityhasenteredthe
home,withtraditional‘machismo’attitudesofmenshifting–so
theynowdohouseholdchoresaswell.Thereisabetterflowof
concernforfamilymembers’health,workload,educationalneeds
etc,andthesocialfabricofthecommunitieshasbecomeenriched.
Visitingsomeofthesefarms,Tarasays,‘Iwasstruckbytheenabling
environmentinwhichordinarypeoplewentabouttheirworkwith
asenseofcelebrationoftheirworth.’

CaritashassupportedADDACsince2005,andrecentlyapproveda
further$150,000forthisyear.ADDACishelpingruralcommunities
movefromtraditionalslashandburnagriculturetosustainable,
organicmethods.Thegroupisalsosupportingamorediverse
agricultureandhelpingwithaccesstomarkets,aimingtoensurea
steadysupplyoffood,andimproveincomestoitsmembers.

Left:Ramoneandhisson(withcacaofruit)ontheir
farmamongcacaoandcoffeeseedlings.Ramone’s
familyisamemberoftheRiosdeAguasVivas(Rivers
ofLivingWater)cooperative,nurturedandsupported
byADDAC.
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KOHA–whatwearelosing
TheKOHA-PICD(whichstandsforKaihonoheiOrangaHaporiote
Ao/PartnershipsforInternationalCommunityDevelopment)fund
hadabudgetofalmost$26millionin2009/10.

GrantsunderboththeKOHAandHumanitarianAssistanceFund
(HAF)schemeswereconsideredandmonitoredbytheProgramme
ManagementCommittee(PMC).ThiscomprisedfourNGO
representativeselectedonrotationbythe60+NGOsregistered
withKOHA,agovernmentaidrepresentativeandanindependent
chairpersonrecruitedfromoutsidethedevelopmentsector.All
independentreviewsandauditsoftheKOHAfundandPMChave
beenfavourable.Thegovernmentaidagencyhadfinalapprovalof
anyfundingallocations.

TheSchemerecognisedNGOs’expertiseinworkingatthe
grassroots,andtheirabilitytoworkinplacesandwaysthat
governmentsanddonorscannot.Theprinciplesofthescheme
havebeencompiledovermanyyearsofexperienceandsharing
amongNGOsandgovernmentofficialsinthesector.Latelastyear,
inresponsetothegovernment’snewdirection,specificeconomic
developmentcriteriawerealsoincorporatedintoKOHAguidelines.

Caritasiscurrentlyevaluatingallourprojectstoassessthosemost
likelytomeetneweconomicdevelopmentcriteria,andisinforming
partnersofthechangeinourgovernment’sdirectionforNGO
funding.Itdoesnotmeanwewillabandonprojectsthatwillnotbe
fundedthroughthenewgovernmentschemes,butwerecognise
wecanonlysupportalimitedamountofsuchprojectsfrompublic
donationsalone.

‘U N DERDEVELOPMENT’ 
– newGovernment fundingframework

Attimeofwriting,Caritaswasawaitingconfirmeddetailsofa
newgovernmentframeworkforsupplementaryfundingofNew
Zealand-basedNGOssupportingoverseasdevelopmentand
emergencyreliefwork.Theexistingfunds–the‘KOHA’fundfor
long-termcommunitydevelopmentwork,andtheHumanitarian
AssistanceFundforreliefwork–weredeemedtobe‘clearlyout
ofstep’withthegovernment’snewoverseasaidprioritiesof
economicdevelopmentandthePacificregion,accordingtoa19
AprilletterfromForeignAffairsMinisterMurrayMcCullytothe
umbrellabodyofdevelopmentNGOs,theCouncilforInternational
Development.Fundingundertheseschemesisnotcontinuing
beyondtheendofthefinancialyearon30June.
Aweeklater,CaritasandotherKOHA-registeredNGOsreceived
abriefoutlineofanewschemecomprisingaSustainable
DevelopmentFundandaHumanitarianResponseFund–tobe
administeredbygovernmentofficials.Thescheme’sshapeanddetail
havenotbeenmattersforNGOconsultation.Itcameasashock
tothesectorwhichhasenjoyeda35-yearhistoryofpartnership
withthegovernment(acrossallparties)indiscussing,learningand
supportinggoodchangeinthedeliveryofoverseasaid.
Caritasmadeknownitsconcernstothegovernmentaboutthe
shortnoticeofthechangestogovernmentsupportofNGOs,a
paucityofinformationaboutthenewschemes,andanapparent
narrowingofcriteriaandgeographicalfocus.Someofthese
concernsappeartohavebeentakenonboard–particularlyover
theshifttoanewframeworkatsuchshortnotice.
‘Thegovernmenthaveacceptedtheneedforatransitionalperiod,
especiallyforaddressingimpactonlong-termprogrammes,’
saysCaritasdirectorMikeSmith.‘They’vealsogranted
provisionalaccreditationforthefirstyearofthenewschemesfor
organisationslikeoursthatareactive,registeredmembersunder
theexistingKOHAscheme.However,we’llneedtocompletenew
accreditationrequirementstoremaineligibletoreceivefunding
beyond30June2011.
‘Westillhavemanyas-yetunansweredquestions.Asitstands
manyofourprogrammesandprojectswillnotqualifyfor
transitionalfunding.Anditseemslikelythatmanyofourpartners’
communitydevelopmentprojectsmaynotmeetthenarrower
economicdevelopmentfocusofthenewframework.This
putsmanyofourlongstandingprogrammesandprojectsina
precarioussituation.’
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Caritas,with
fundingassistance
throughKOHAhas
supportedTrócaire
EastAfrica’swork
onadvocacy,human
rightseducation,
andtrainingforthe
marginalisedBatwa
people.Theprogrammehasimprovedthepeople’sself-confidence,literacy
andabilitytodevelopthemselves.

whatisdevelopment?
Thegovernment’sannouncementonfuturesupplementaryfunding
ofNGOshighlightsagain‘whatisdevelopment?’.

TheMinistryofForeignAffairs’currentdefinitionof‘sustainable
economicdevelopment’is:

‘Sustainablegrowthofandimprovementsinacountry’seconomy
reflectingincreasingproductivityandresultinginhigherlevelsof
materialwellbeing.’

Caritasrecognisestheneedandvalueofeconomicdevelopmentto
provideformaterialwellbeing.However,weknowthateconomic

growthwithoutconsiderationforpeople’soverallwell-beingis
insufficientforsustainedintegralhumandevelopment.Caritas
DirectorMikeSmithsays,‘Itisimperativethatprogrammes–
governmentandnon-government–addressotherpoverty-related
issues.Forexample,adequatehealth,education,humanrightsand
environmentalprotectionprovidethe“pre-conditions”foreconomic
growth.’

‘Wewillcontinuetopromoteandadvocatefordevelopment
thatenhancesoverallhumandevelopment.“Integralhuman
development”,asfoundinCatholicsocialteaching,promotesthe
goodofeverypersonandthewholeperson–incultural,economic,
political,socialandspiritualspheres.’
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ClimateChangeaGrowingConcernWorldwide
nepal
PreparationofvideoandphotographicresourcesforLentnext
year(yes–forusatCaritas,Lentisanall-yearexperience),has
highlightedtheimpactclimatechangeisalreadyhavingonsome
ofourpartnerCaritasNepal’scommunitydevelopmentprojects.
AsiaProgrammesOfficerTriciaThompsonrecentlyjourneyedwith
afilmcrewtoSyangjacommunityinthewesternmountainous
regionofNepal.(CarbonoffsetdonationsbyKiwipilgrimstoWorld
YouthDay2008helpedfundcommunityforestryplantingsin
thearea.)Thecommunityreportsnoticeablechangesinthelocal
climate.

Anareathatusedtogetregularsnowfallshasnotseensnowfor
threeyears.Alocalwatersourcethatusedtorunallthroughthe
yearhasbeendryforthesameperiod.Andeachofthelasttwo
yearshasseenunusuallylong,dryperiodsof7-8months.Itisalso
affectingthesurvivalrateoftheforestryplantings.

Localsmaynotknowthescience,orlinkittoglobalissues,butthey
doknowthattheirclimateischanging,andtheyaredoingwhat
theycantoadapt.Forexample,installingawatercoursetochannel
waterfromasmallstreamthatcontinuestoflow;orbuilding
cementtankstocollectrainwaterfromtheroof.

CaritasNepalcontinues
tointroducelocal
farmerstointegrated
pestmanagement
techniques,whichrelyon
naturalsolutionstopest
problems.Itisleading
tomuchhigheryields
forriceandvegetables
enablingmorepeople
tofeedthemselvesfor
longerintheyear.But
theyarenoticingchanges
withwarmerweather
andlessrain,andare
askingwhetherthese
improvementscanbe
maintainedinthefaceof
climatechange.

Water–apreciousresource.BhanuBhaktagetswaterforanimalsbefore
goingtoschool.

tanzania
Climateissuesarealsobeingfacedbyourpartnersinnorthern
Tanzania,whereCommunityResearchandDevelopmentServices
(CORDS)helpsprotectlandaccessandresourcesforthepastoral
MaasaiandenhancethedevelopmentprospectsforMaasaiwomen.
OurAfricaProgrammesOfficerNickBorthwick,whovisitedthe
areainFebruary,saysthecommunitiessupportedbyCORDSare
reportinglongerandmoreintensedroughtcycles.Lastyear,it
meantthatatargetedlevelofsixwomen’sgroupswereunableto
setasidemaizeforseed.‘Harvestswereminimalwithmanyfarmers
experiencingtotalcropfailureduetothelackofwater,’saysNick.

tonga
Closertohome,ourLent2010visitorSrSenolitaVakataof
CaritasTongahighlightedhowclimatechangeanddeteriorating
environmentsareimpactingonherpeople.Erodingshorelinesare
encroachingonhouses,andthefreshwatertableisthinningin
placesasthesealevelrises-especiallyinthecentralislandgroup
ofHa’apai.

SomeofthecommunitydevelopmentworkfundedbyCaritas
AotearoaNewZealandishelpingwithadaptation–forexample
plantingsaroundlagoonsoffermoreprotectionagainsttidal
surgesandflooding;whileconcreterainwatertanksprovidean
alternativefreshwatersource.

CaritasTonga–with
supportfromCaritas
AotearoaNewZealand
–alsosenttwo
representativestoa
recentSuvaworkshop
buildingstrongeryouth
leadershipforclimate
justiceinthePacific.

Installingarainwatertank
inVava’u,Tonga.

globalandlocalaction
CaritasInternationalis(CI)continuestoworkonclimatejustice
attheinternationalandregionallevel.Itsclimatejusticegroup,
includingCaritasOceaniaRegionalCoordinator(andCaritasBoard
member)TimWalshmetrecentlyinRome.ItispreparingCaritas’
keyadvocacymessagesforthenextmajorinternationalmeeting
workingonaglobalclimatedeal-inCancun,Mexicoattheendof
November.CI’sparticularfocusisonclimatechangeandhunger,
andhowtoprovidesecurityoffoodfortheworld’spoorestpeople.

CaritasInternationalisremainscommittedtoworkforaglobal,
bindingagreementwhichcommitsdevelopedcountriescollectively
tocuttheirgreenhousegasemissionsbymorethan40%(basedon
1990levels)by2020.Italsowantswealthynationstoprovide$195
billionadditionalfundingby2020tohelpdevelopingcountries
harnessgreentechnologiesandprotectthemselvesfromtheworst
impactsofclimatechange.

ArecentconferenceonclimatejusticeinEthiopia,organisedby
theEthiopianCatholicSecretariat,highlightedtheroleofthe
communityinbuildingaclimateforchange.CaritasEthiopia
fostersacommunity-ledapproach:parishes,schoolsand
communityorganisationstakingresponsibilityfortheirown
environmentalprogrammes.Climateadaptionmusttakeinto
considerationthepriorities,resources,needs,knowledgeand
capacitiesofthelocalcommunities.

Caritasrecognisesthattheenvironmentalcrisisisnotsimplyan
economicortechnologicalone.It’saspiritualonewherefaith
communitieshaveaparticularinsightandroletoplayincallingfor
changeinlifestyleandunsustainablepatternsofconsumptionand
production.
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EMERGENCYUPDATE
haiti–thecaritasresponse
ThankstotheimmediategenerosityofNewZealanders,Caritas
AotearoaNewZealandgaveaninitialNZ$300,000totheCaritas
Internationalisemergencyappeal.Furtherfundsarebeingremitted
forrebuildingandrehabilitationwork.Itisnotunusualforfunds
tobeprogressivelytransferredinthisway,astheCaritasnetwork
needstoensureprogrammesandsystemsareinplacetousefunds
wellandresponsibly,andprovideforlonger-termrebuilding.

WeareworkingdirectlywithCaritasHaitiwhich,withanother
CaritasmemberCatholicReliefServices(CRS),inthefirstfew
monthshas:
• providedemergencyfoodanddrinkingwatertopeoplein

temporarycamps
• providedtarpaulinsheetsandtentsfortemporaryshelters
• builtlatrinesandhandwashingfacilities,distributedhygiene

kitsandprovidedhygieneinformationinvariousways
• providedhealthsuppliesandmedicine
• runcash-for-workschemestoclean-uparoundhospitalsand

buildlatrines.

Caritasemployedlocal
graffitiartistJerry
Rosemberttospreadthe
messageaboutwashing
handsandotherhygiene
messages.

BothCaritasHaitiandCRSalongwithafewotherCaritasmembers
wereworkinginHaitibeforethequakehit.Fortunately,allstaff
survivedandtheirbuildingsremainedusable.

TheyandotherNGOsinHaitiprovidingdevelopmentassistance
beforeJanuary12werealreadyorganisedintoparticularclusters.
Afterthequakehit,theybeganreliefactiononthoselines,suchas
infooddistribution;water,sanitation,andhygiene;security;shelter
andhealth.

Markingthetransitionfromimmediateresponsetorecovery,
CaritasInternationalishassetupaHaitiCoordinationUnitto
coordinatetheworkofvariousCaritasmembersinongoing
emergencyneeds,andoverseeandimplementtherehabilitation
phase.Caritasexpectstobeinvolvedoverthenextfiveyearsto
helpbuildamoreself-sufficientHaiti.

TheHaitiquakehighlightsourresponsibilitytoaddresspoverty
andinjusticewhereveritis.InthewordsofDanielTilliasofPax
ChristiPort-au-Prince:

Onewaytohonourthevictimsofthisearthquakeistoendall
thatcausessimilarsufferingbyotherpeopleintheworld.Toend
war,reducehunger,andreducepollutionisthebesttributethe
worldcangivetotheHaitianpeople.

Rememberingtheforgottenones
Sixmonthsafterthequake,Caritasisworkingonbothrelief
andrebuilding,ofteninareaspassedoverbyotheraidefforts.
SibertisanalmostruralareainnorthernpartoftheHaitian
capital,Port-au-Prince.Destructionwasn’tbadenoughfor
mostoftheinitialaidtocontinue.Buthalfthehousesare
uninhabitableandlifeisharderthanever.Caritashasbeen
workinginSibertforsomemonthsandcontinuestodoso.

MareliseThomasandherfamilyoffourchildrenlosttheir
house,andhadbeenlivingundermudandbranches–
previouslyhometotheirgoatandchickens-beforeCaritas
suppliedatent.Nowpeopleonacash-for-workprogrammeare
helpingrebuildapermanenthouse.

Elsewhere,aroundLéogâneandPetitGoavewestofPort-au-
Prince,Caritasishelpingbuild2,000temporaryhousesmade
ofpinewoodandironroofs.Thisispartofaninternational
effortbuilding160,000semi-permanentshelterstohouse
earthquakevictimsrelocatedfromemergencycampswithin
Port-au-Princethathave
becomedangerousand
unsanitary.

Settinguptemporaryshelters
inHauteLompré,asmall
communitynearbyLéogàne.
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pacifictsunamirebuilding
Aprojecttobuild70newfale(houses)inthreevillagesmost
affectedbylastSeptember’stsunamiwasnearingcompletion
bytheendofJune.ThiswasacooperativeeffortwithHabitat
forHumanityNewZealand,andsupportedbyCaritasAotearoa
NewZealandandCaritasAustralia.CaritasSamoawereableto
overcomeinitialproblemssuchasdifficultysourcingsuitable
buildingmaterials,ashortageofvolunteersandlocalskilledtrades
people,anddelaysduetoseasonalrains.

CaritasAotearoaNewZealandisalsoworkingwithCaritasTonga
onahousingprojectonNiuatoputapu–thenorthernpartofTonga
badlyaffectedbythetsunami.

chile
CaritasAotearoaNewZealandhassupportedrebuildingworkin
Chilefollowingthedevastating27Februaryearthquakethatkilled
512peoplebutaffected2million.CaritasChileandtheCatholic
churchinChilewereimmediateintheirresponse,organising
collectiondrivesanddistributingsuppliessuchasrice,tuna,
sugarandcookingoil,clothingandblankets.CaritasChileeven
engagedcomicartistsandsoccerstarstoraisefundsandprovide
communitysupport.

Caritas’contributionof$25,000fromNewZealandwill
helpstrengthencommunityorganisationstocontributeto
reconstructionprocesses,especiallyforhomes,people’slivelihoods
andcommunitynetworks.CaritasinChilehasacommitmentto
workwiththepoorestandmostmarginalisedsurvivors.
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outlookpoorforpovertypolicies
Taxcutswhichbenefittherichmorethanthepoordonot
contributetothecommongood.ThiswastheresponseofCaritas
tothe2010Budget,whichseemstohavereturnedtofaithin‘trickle
down’theoriestodeliversocialwellbeing.

CaritasDirectorMichaelSmithcitedPopeBenedictwhosaid
lastyearinCaritasinVeritatethatgrowinginequalitieswithin
countries,aswellasbetweenrichandpoorcountries,affectsocial
cohesionanderodesocialcapital.‘ThisisnotaBudgetwhicheven
attemptstoaddressthatconcern.Itratherperpetuatestheidea
thatthericharemoredeservingthanthepoor,andthatgrowing
inequalitiesdonotmatter.’

Onothersocialmatters,CaritasandtheSocietyofStVincentde
PauljoinedforcestoasktheSocialServicesSelectCommittee
nottoextendwork-testingtodomesticpurposeandsickness
beneficiariesuntil‘suitablework’isclearlydefined.Caritassought
anassurancefromNationalbeforethe2008electionthatsole
parentswouldnotberequiredtoacceptworkoutsideschool
hours,norMāoritomovefromtheirpapakāingatoacceptwork.
DespiteaverbalassurancefromthenNationalspokespersonfor
socialwelfareJudithCollinsthatthiswouldbethecase,shedid
notconfirmthisinwriting,anditdoesnotformpartofthecurrent
policy.

creatinginclusiveandconnected
communities
InresponsetoNewZealand’sCatholicBishopsrequestingCaritas
toprepareresourcestohelpparishcouncilsreflectonthegrowing
culturalmixofourCatholiccommunity,SocialJusticeWeek(12-18
September2010)takesthetheme‘Yourpeoplewillbemypeople’.
Resourcesarecurrentlybeingpreparedforparishesandschools,
andwillbedistributedinlateJuly.

CaritaspreparedanddistributedmaterialfortheDayofPrayer
forRefugeesandMigrants,thatfellonWorldRefugeeDay,June
20,highlightingthethemeoffamilyreunification.Caritashas
alsowrittentoMinisterofImmigrationJonathonColemanasking
foranupdateonprogressmadeonrecommendationsfrom
Wellingtonrefugeeagencies.Theyreportedin2009thatrefugees
facedincreasingbarrierstobeingreunitedwithfamilymembers
separatedbywarandconflict.

ADVOCACYMATTERS
workingtogetherwithterūnangaotehāhi
katorika
InmanycountriesinwhichCaritasundertakesdevelopment
work,indigenouspeoplearedisadvantaged.Inmanypartsofthe
world,Caritasworkswithindigenouscommunitiestoaddress
impoverishmentcausedbylossofland,languageandculture.
Theseissuesareofcoursealsoimportantissuesathomein
AotearoaNewZealand.However,theyareoftenmoredifficultto
seeclearlybecausewearemuchclosertothedebatesandconflicts
thatsurroundthem.

Duringthepasttwoyears,Caritashasworkedhardtoimprove
ourconnectionwithTeRūnangaoTeHāhiKatorika,theNational
CatholicMāoricouncilwhichistheadvisorybodyfortheNew
ZealandCatholicBishopsConferenceanditsagencies.

Benefitsofthisrelationshiphaveincludedbeingabletogivejoint
advicetotheNewZealandCatholicBishopsConferenceonthe
DeclarationoftheRightsofIndigenousPeoplein2008,andthe
ForeshoreandSeabedconsultationearlierthisyear.Combining
insightsofCatholicsocialteachingwiththelivedexperienceof
membersofMāoriCatholiccommunitieshashelpedtoincrease
ourunderstandingofthesecomplexissues.Thecooperativework
alsoledtothefirstjointsubmissionbetweentheConference,Te
RūnangaandCaritas–ontheforeshoreandseabedissueinMay.

CaritashasnowformalisedtherelationshipwithTeRūnanga
throughtheadoptionofaformalconsultationpolicyinMarch,
andhasfollowedthisupwithaReviewofourmandatetowork
inaccordancewiththeprinciplesoftheTreatyofWaitangi.Part
ofthatprocessincludedarecentgatheringofCaritasBoardand
staffmembersatTeKāingaCatholicMaraeinWellington.Akey
imagewhichemergedfromthereflectionwasthatratherthan
seeingtheTreatybeingsignedonatablecoveredwithaUnionJack
(ashistoricalpicturesshowus);forCaritasasaCatholicagency,
theTreatysitsonanaltarcloth,bindingMāoriandallotherNew
ZealandersinacovenantbeforeGod.
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Introducing–StephenDawson
StephenDawsonjoinedusatthe
beginningoftheyearasResearchand
AdvocacyOfficer,assistingondomestic
advocacymatters.Stephenisof
NgāpuhidescentandgrewupintheFar
North,butcametousfromHamilton
after18yearsinCatholicprimaryschool
education,including12asprincipal.One
ofhismemorableachievementswas

togetthenPrimeMinisterHelenClarktogiveoutchildren’s
readingbooksattiny,35-pupilHatoHohepa(StJoseph’s)school
inWaitaruke.

SofarontheCaritasagenda,hehasassistedwithadvocacy
researchandlobbyingonsocialwelfareandcriminaljustice
matters,andcontinuestoworkonbuildingtherelationship
betweenMāoriCatholicsandthewiderCatholiccommunity.
Stephenwasinstrumentalinachievingthefinishingtouches
toCaritas’recentconsultationpolicywithTeRūnangaoTeHāhi
Katorika.
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FUNDRAISING
Introducing–MelanieTan

MelanieTanjoinsusasournewFundraisingCoordinatoraftertwoyearsworkingforUnicef,wheresheworked
inmarketingandadministrationroles.Shehasqualificationsinsociologyandjournalism,andhaswrittenfor
publicationsoverseas.OnemonthintoworkingforCaritas,sheisenjoyinggettingtoknowtheteam,andsomeof
oursupporters.

‘IaminspiredbywhatIhavelearnedandexperiencedsofar.Onethingwhichstrikesmeishowmuchtheworkof
Caritasisajointeffort.WehaveexcellentCaritasstaffandprogrammesinplacearoundtheworld,butourdonors
arealsoacrucialpartnerinourwork.‘

lent2010
‘Workingtogetherintruecommunion’wasthethemeforLentthis
year.Todate,wehaveraised$845,000forourLentAppeal–thank
youverymuchforyourspiritedsupport.

AbigthankyoualsotoourCatholicprimaryandsecondary
schools,LentAppealcoordinators,countersandothervolunteers.
CoordinatingthismajorAppealeachyear,asyoucanimagine,
isahugecombinedeffortandweareveryfortunatetohavea
dedicatedteamwhopitchintohelpwiththis.

Wewouldliketothankyoutooforyourpatiencewithgetting
yourtaxreceipts.Weareworkingonstreamliningourreceipting
processesandlookforwardtoimprovingthese.

haitiappeal
IthasnowbeenmorethanfivemonthssinceHaitiwasdevastated
byapowerfulearthquakewhichaffectedthreemillionpeople.
Caritasmembershavebeenworkingtoprovidefood,shelter,
livelihoodincome,cleanwater,spacesforchildren,healthcareand
traumacounselling.(Readmoreonpage5).

CaritasAotearoaNewZealandhasraised$656,000insupport
ofHaitireliefeffortstodate.Youcanstilldonatetothisappeal
onlineonwww.caritas.org.nz,makeanautomatic$20donation
on090041111,orphoneourstaffon0800221022.

creativefundraising
AbigthankyoutovariousmusicalfundraisersforHaiti,including
thoseorganisedbyStJoseph’sparishofUpperHutt,theMarist
BrothersinWellington,RamizIskanderonAuckland’sNorthShore,
andtheVanDamfamilyofWaimauku(Auckland)whoorganised
animpromptuoutdoorfamilyconcert.

ThanksalsotothewonderfulteamatKeyLimePieSaloninNew
Plymouthwhoworkedforadaywithoutpay–raising$4,200
forrebuildingafterthetsunamiinSamoa.Thismoneyhasgone
towardshelpingchildrenintheeasternpartofSamoawithschool
uniforms,feesandothersupport.

Fundraisingcanbealotoffun,andisagreatwaytosupport
Caritas!Pleasegetcreativeandsupportusbyholdingyourown
fundraisingevent!Formoreinformationonhowyoucandothis,
emailmelanie@caritas.org.nz.

christmas2009
YourenthusiasticsupportofourChristmasdirectmailappealraised
over$86,000.OrdersforCaritasGiftcardsalsogeneratedover
$50,000tohelpfundspecificworkinsuchareasashealth,learning,
carefortheenvironmentandemergencyresponse.Thankyou!

CaritasGiftsmakewonderfulgiftsforothertimesthroughout
theyeartoo(egbirthdays,weddings,graduations…justtoname
afew!)Formoreinformation,visitwww.caritas.org.nzorphone
0800221022.

thebestwayyoucanpartnerwithus
CaritasAotearoaNewZealandcurrentlypartnerswithorganisations
supportingthepoorestandmostvulnerablecommunitiesinmore
than20countries.Weworkinareasofcommunitydevelopment,
emergencyrelief,advocacyandeducation.

Wecan’tdothisalone.Ourworkismadepossiblewiththevaluable
partnershipofpeoplelikeyou.

Ifyouhaven’talreadydoneso,Iwouldliketoencourageyoutojoin
ourregulargivingschemeandbecomeaOneWorldPartner.

BybecomingaOneWorldPartner,youcanhelp:
• Supportdevelopmentworkinpoorcommunities
• Supplysafedrinkingwater
• Developsmallbusinesses
• Workwithwomenandindigenouspeoplesregardingtheirrights.

Settingupanautomaticpaymentisthemostefficientandcost-
effectivewaytosupportCaritas,whilesavingusonadministration
costs.Youdecidetheregularityandamountyougive–weekly,
fortnightly,monthly,annuallyinincrementsof$5,$25,$50or$100,
orwhateveramountyouchoose.

Caritasensuresthatyourdonationisspentwiselyandgetsto
thoseinneed.Youwillreceivenewslettersthroughtheyeartokeep
youinformedofdevelopmentprojectsyourdonationssupport,as
wellasanannualstatementacknowledgingyourdonationsforthe
financialyear.

Formoreinformation,pleasephone0800221022,
emailcaritas@caritas.org.nzorvisitwww.caritas.org.nz

Becauseofyourpassion,generosityandunwaveringsupport,
wecanmakeadifferenceintheworldtogether.Thankyoufor
choosingtopartnerwithus.Ilookforwardtocontributingmybest
effortstotheworkofCaritasandtoworkingwithyouforchange.

Arohanui,
Melanie
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buildingan‘energyofconcern’inourschools
TheCaritasteamhasjustcompletedourannualreviewoftheLentAppeal.Wecover
everyaspectincludingtheschoolsprogramme.Itishearteningtoreadsomanypositive
commentsinyourfeedbackonourresources,visits,andprogrammeingeneral.Thereare
alwaysideasorrecommendationsforthefutureandthesearetakenseriously.Iwouldlike
personallyreflectontwonewLentinitiatives.

TobeanauthenticCatholicschoolweneedtoencouragequalitiessuchasempathy,
compassionandjustice-orientedaction.Thesethreequalitieswereevidentinthelyrics
ofanumberofentriesinoursongwritingcompetition–Singout4Justice.Forexample,
thechorusofthewinningsongSociety’sTalefinisheswiththelines‘AndIcan’tfightthe
present,can’tfightthepast,Butthefuture’sstillunwritten,andwe’vegotapen…’Ifyou
wanttohearthewinningsonggoto:www.caritas.org.nz/singout4justice.

Thesongwritingcompetitionwasaninitiativethat
producedcreativeideasfromalloverthecountry.Itwasa
challengingtaskbuttheentriesprovidedclearevidence
thatthisopportunityhelpstobuildanenergyofconcern.
Wewillrunanothersongwritingcompetitionnextyear
andlookforwardtomorehighqualityentries.

Singout4JusticewinnerRahulGeorgeofStBede’sCollege,
Christchurch.

AsecondLenteninitiativewastoprovideacontemporaryinterpretationoftheStations
oftheCrosssuitableforschoolassemblyorclassliturgy.Thiswasanotheractivitytohelp
buildacollectiveandindividualenergyofconcern.Manyteachershavereportedthatthe
WayoftheCrossonourCD‘Partnershipsforchange–Lent2010’providedstrongimagesfor
teachersandstudentleaderswhichencouragedreflectiveandcreativeresponses.

PopeBenedictXVInotesthatthecommandmenttoloveGodandneighbour,islike‘a
programthatishard-wiredintoeveryhumanperson’.OurCatholicschoolsplayaleading
roleinmakingvisiblethishard-wiring.

Onetangibleoutcomeoftheseexperiencesisfundraising.Onceagainmanyschools
havebeenexceedinglygenerousindonatingmoneytobothourLentAppealandtoour
humanitarianappealssuchasforreliefandrecoveryinHaiti.Thankyoueveryoneforyour
tremendouseffortsinhelpingtonurturethequalitiesofempathy,compassionandaction
forsocialjustice.Thankyouforyourpersonalenergyofconcernthatoverflowsintoyour
classroomsandcommunities.

CatherineGibbs
NationalEducationCoordinator
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