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BUSY MONTH OF JUNE!

Whew - we think we have finally caught our collective breath after the past 
month's activities! The main event, of course, was our annual Horse Driving 
Trial at Haddam Meadows on June 11. Sixty-six volunteers, thirty-five sponsors 
and advertisers, twenty-four turnouts - it truly was a community event! CVDC 
was pleased to have several entries in the VSE (Very Small Equine) divisions, 
including two sets of pairs. We also had a couple of junior competitors to turn 
up the heat on the older adults. ADS Judge Francois Bergeron arrived from 
Quebec to officiate, and was assisted by Technical Delegate Marcie Quist, of 
North Carolina. In spite of a severe windstorm during days prior, and brief 
downpours the afternoon of the event, all participants enjoyed the day in good 
spirits. 

For more information, including full results, go to www.cvdrivingclub.com.

Carrie Wind and her VSE pair

SPECIAL THANK YOU !!

Bill and Nancy Lawson:
They have been the pillars of this 
event. This year they literally 
risked life and limb to secure our 
course and supplies during 
hazardous weather before the 
event.

Erica Robb:
For taking over the daunting task 
of Volunteer Coordinator
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Presidents Letter

As we start a new club year, I would first like to thank Jan Frick and Jaye Winkler for their 
service to the club as president and vice president, respectively. I know it takes a lot of personal 
time to fill these positions and we appreciate their efforts.

Volunteers, including officers, are the backbone of CVDC. All members have a lot to offer 
because we need many skills to run this club. The proof is in the 66 volunteers that it took to put 
on our recent HDT. Thank you all.  

The Board of Directors held an informal meeting on Fri June 24th. We shared ideas for the up 
and coming year. We also discussed a few committees that we thought were necessary for 
running the club. The committees so far are Pleasure Drives; Programs; Hospitality/Membership;
and By-law Review committees. If anyone is interested in serving on any of these, please 
contact Marguerite (secretary@cvdrivingclub.com or 860-267-6552) and she will share that with 
the rest of us.

On a sad note, the club mourns the passing of long-time friend and member, John Miller. John 
was always the first to volunteer and lend a helping hand. He will be greatly missed. I think a 
good way to remember John would be to step up and volunteer in his memory. I am sure he 
would like that.

I look forward to serving the club as president in the coming year.

Cynthia Bliven   

NOTE:
There will NOT be a CVDC meeting in July

Due to several schedule conflicts

Enjoy your Summer Events and 

report back with updates and pictures!
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          Mary Washburn’s new Road Cart       Leona Anastasi Looking Fabulous in Rain Gear

Event photos courtesy of LISA CENIS @ SHOOT THAT HORSE PHOTOGRAPHY

   
Dave Bomster - Intense Concentration Peter VonHalem Tearing It UP!

Linda Petersen on Fun Day - Having FUN!
(photo by Rachel P.)
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STAYING ON COURSE: The other part of the marathon Submitted by Erica Robb

When drivers talk about doing a marathon phase, we always seem to 
concentrate on the obstacles - the order of the gates, which ones are dead, 
remember to go through the start/finish. When we talk about the course, we 
talk about calculating the times and which gaits are allowed where. Then at 
our recent Driving Trial, several competitors were eliminated due to going 
off course, missing a turn or an obstacle or just plain getting lost. The 
following steps won't entirely prevent the Big E, but they will help!

MAPS: In the course packet, competitors received two maps, one showing 
the location of the numbered compulsory turn flags (CTF) and kilometer 
markers, and one, in color, with the route shown from obstacle to obstacle
(one map for the VSE course and one for the "regular" course). The maps 
can be confusing until you spend a few moments looking at them. So spend 
a few moments! The time to look at the maps is EARLY. Then proceed to the next step.

WALKING: Take your maps and walk the course. Or ride a bike. Remember, you can do very obstacle 
perfectly and still get eliminated for going off course. So walk walk walk the course. Proceed from CTF 1 
to CTF 2. See where the obstacle is in the sequence. When you are driving, you won't be able to squint 
at the map, so jot down notes and hints. Go ahead, study the hazards. Then guess what? Walk the 
course again. Try it without your map and note where you get confused. If you walk the course the day 
before the marathon, plan to walk it again in the morning. 

NAVIGATOR: The course is a good place to let your navigator 
take charge. Make sure he/she has studied the map and walked 
the course, either with you or alone or both. Decide in advance 
what terminology to use. "Go over there" is not helpful, "hard left 
then straight" is clearer. (Sorry, single VSE's, we know you are 
alone out there. But at least you won't argue with the navigator!)

CHEAT SHEETS: Write a brief, large and CLEAR TYPE list to 
help you through the course.  Those notes you took come in 
handy here.  Keep it short, you don’t want to read it, just glance 
at it.  Tape it to the dash, to your forearm, to the back of the 
seat for your navigator to see, wherever works for you.

VISUALIZE: Take a minute to review the course mentally. Think 
through the CTF's, the kilometer markers, the turns to the in/out 

gates for the obstacles. Go ahead and think about your route through the obstacles but don't lose track of 
the course. Where did you feel unsure or confused? Check the map, check your notes, or physically walk 
that section again. 

ON COURSE:  Some people like to read the CTF numbers out loud to keep track of where they are. If 
you get confused on course, remember that you can be "lost" but not "off course." You are safe until you 
actually go through a gate in the wrong order. If that means slowing down to get your bearings, all you 
are losing is time. And "slow" is better than "eliminated."

What with all the walking and all the remembering, both your figure and your brain will stay in shape!  
Have fun and good luck at whatever you do!
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THANK YOU!!!!!

CVDC HDT 2011 Volunteers      

1. Mary Adams
2. Anne Albee
3. Kate Anderson
4. Jack Anderson
5. Mary Anderson
6. Sophia Anderson
7. Beth Bigge
8. Art Bishel
9. Pat Bishel
10.Cynthia Bliven
11.David Bomster
12.Darla Broberg
13.Lynn Chapdelaine
14.Nicolette Ciccarello
15.Stevie Ciccarello
16.Tara Ciccarello
17.Pat Daragan
18.Bob Dean
19.Nancy Franklin
20.Jan Frick
21.Ray Frick
22.Sarah Frick
23.Leah Gawlak
24.Charlotte Gelston
25.Deb Hansen
26.Jenn Hansen
27.Jessica Hansen
28.Matt Hansen
29.Marguerite Hayber
30.Jordyn Holbrook
31.Michele Hulse
32.Nita Kincaid
33.Bill Lawson

34.Nancy Lawson
35.Megan Leclerc
36.Richard Mangino
37.Cynthia Martinchek
38.Carolyn McEvitt
39.Pat McNamee
40.Mary Morton
41.Jan Pacific
42.Peter Pacific
43.Nancy Palmieri
44.Karen Pennar
45.Linda Petersen
46.Rachel Petersen
47.Nicholas Pritchard
48.Dana Rindge
49.Kathie Rindge
50.Erica Robb
51.Frank Sabatino
52.Randy Sabatino
53.Reva Seybolt
54.Kaitlin Shaughnessy
55.Jacquelyn Smakula
56.Ann Sullivan
57.Ed Sullivan
58.Henry Tarryk
59.Peter VonHalem
60.Lynn Warren
61.Mary Washburn
62.Gwendolyn Wiegold
63.Tom Wilcox
64.Carrie Wind
65. Rita Bellinger
66. Sue Morton

2011 Sponsors & Advertisers

American Carting Company
American Driving Society
Anderson Farm Supply, Inc.
AO Muller & Sons Agway Norwich
Ballek's Garden Center
Beckett & Assoc Veterinary
Brenda's Main Street Feed LLC
The Custom Shoe Inc. - Joe Kirchner
DD Rapps
DH Marvin & Sons
Diane's Restaurant
Driving Digest
Eastern Rental
Easy Does It Self Storage
Gypsy Woods / Mystic Shipyard
Hands on Healing - Reva Seybolt
J&B Farm & Pet Supply
JC Farm & Greenhouses LLC
Jerry Grudzien Jr Farrier Service
Killingworth Feed, LLC
Lakeside Feed
Melzen Farm Supply
Mid-State Tractor & Equipment Co.
Milestone Farm - Robin Malkasian
New England Carriage Imports, LLC
The Paddock Inc.
Peacefield Farm - Mary & Carl Washburn
Pride's Farm - Kathie & Dana Rindge
Red Mane Farm - Jan & Ray Frick
Salem Valley Vet
Shoot That Horse! Photography
Smith-Worthington Saddlery Co.
Story Tella Farm - Anne Albee & Jack Connor
The Sullivan Family
Wicked Good Baskets

Please visit
our sponsors

for your shopping
and other needs.

And remember to
tell them 

we sent you!
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CONNECTICUT VALLEY DRIVING CLUB

MEMBERSHIP FORM

(Membership year: June 1 through May 31)

More information at www.cvdrivingclub.com

______________________________________________________________________

Name

______________________________________________________________________

Address  (farm name, street/PO Box)

______________________________________________________________________

City, State & Zip

______________________________________________________________________

Telephone & Email (newsletter will be emailed unless otherwise noted on this form)

___ Check here if you do NOT want to be included in a CVDC Member Directory for members' use only

Send membership form and dues ($25 per year/ $20 for seniors 65+) to:
CVDC, c/o Erica Robb, Treasurer, 62 Shore Road, Old Lyme, CT  06371

DRIVING CALENDAR 2011 (always verify information before leaving home!)

Jul 9-10 - 25/25/50 Mile Ride & Drive, So. Woodstock, VT. www.gmhainc.org
Jul 9 - SDA: Pleasure Driving Clinic with Jeff Morse, Valatie, NY. www.saratogadriving.com
Jul 10 - ECDHA Draft Horse Show, No Stonington Fairgrounds, CT. www.easternctdrafthorse.com
Jul 16 - CANCELLED: CVDC meeting.
Jul 16-17 - Lorenzo Driving Competition, Cazenovia, NY. www.lorenzodriving.com
Jul 16-17 - Mt Washington Carriage Road weekend, NH. Drive the mountain (horses must be FIT) or enjoy events at 
the base. www.horseweekend.mt-washington.com
Jul 16-17 - SDA: Senior Beginner Clinic with Jeff Morse, Richmond, MA. www.saratogadriving.com
Jul 17 - LHDC: Spindle Brook Drive, 11 am. www.litchfieldhillsdrivingclub.com
Jul 24 - Colonial Carriage: Fun Day, Stockbridge, MA. www.colonialcarriage.org
Jul 24 - Waldingfield HDT, Ipswich, MA. Check ADS Omnibus for details or email Waldingfield@gmail.com.
Jul 24 - CHSA Horse Show, incl driving division! 2nd Co Gov Horse Guard, Newtown, CT. www.thehorseguard.org
Jul 29-31 - Suzy Stafford Clinic, Dover Foxcroft, ME. Contact Beth Steinke at lonaskye@aol.com or 207-564-3347.
Jul 30-31 - East Aurora Carriage Drive & Competition, NY. www.EastAuroraDrivingSociety.org

Aug 6 - CVDC meeting, East Haddam Grange. 6:30 pm, potluck. Program TBD.
Aug 7 - Saratoga Classic Pleasure Show & Continuous Driving Event, Kinderhook, NY. www.saratogadriving.com
Aug 7 - Mary Gray Driving Center HDT, Danville, NH. Email mgdrivingcenter@comcast.net or call 603-974-2357.
Aug 10-14 - Walnut Hill Carriage Driving Competition, Pittsford, NY. www.walnuthillfarm.com
Aug 13-14 - Muffy Seaton Clinic, Wales, ME. www.seacoastfarm.com
Aug 20 - Shepard Meadows Pleasure Driving Show, Bristol, CT. Raindate Aug 21. www.litchfieldhillsdrivingclub.com
Aug 26 - RIDC: Rhode Island Carriage Days, Celtic Cross Farm, Dudley, MA. www.ridrivingclub.com
Aug 26-28 - GMHA Combined Driving Event, including Advanced level. So. Woodstock, VT. www.gmhainc.org
Aug 27-28 - RIDC: Rhode Island Carriage Days, Dudley, MA. www.ridrivingclub.org
Aug 28 - LHDC: Litchfield Drive, 11 am. www.litchfieldhillsdrivingclub.com
Aug - The Carriage Barn: Driving Camp weeks for adults and for kids, Merrimack, MA. www.carriage-barn.com

For a complete regional calendar of events for the full year, please go to www.cvdrivingclub.com.
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