
Mudlife
Mudcreaturesarewelladaptedtolifebelowthesurface.Mosthave

onethingincommon:theyhavenoskeletonsorbones.

Scientistscalltheminvertebrates.Somehavehardorsoftshells

–others,likeworms,havenoprotection.

Amazingmud
MontroseBasincovers750hectaresofmud,thesize

of1,500footballpitches.

Mudisbrownonthesurfaceandblackunderneath.Exposuretotheair

(oxygen)turnsthemudbrown.Evenasawormdigsdownintothemud,the

sidesofthetunnelswillbegintoturnbrown.

Mudhistory
Theriverandseatidebringsilt(finesoilsandothermaterials)totheestuary.Siltis

carriedbyfast-movingwaterandwhenthewaterflowdecreasesitfallstothebed

whereitaddstothemud.Thishasbeengoingonforthelast10,000years.

Bigfloodsandstormsleavelargesiltdepositsandthesecanbeseenas

thickmudlayers.Bylookingatthem,scientistscantellwhathappenedmany

thousandsofyearsago.

Corophiumspp.gettheirfoodbysorting
throughthegrainsofmudwiththeirantennae.

Crabsgrowfeatheryhair

acrosstheirbreathing

areas.Thisstopsthefine

particlesofmudandsilt

gettingintotheirairways.

Glasswortisoneofthemany

plantsinthemudthatprovide,

foodforothercreatures,like

Hydrobia.

Hydrobiaspp.climbthrough
mudburrowstocollectfoodfromthe

surfaceofthemud.

Lugwormsswallowmudandthen

extractfoodfromit.Themud

passesthroughtheirbodiesand

appearsasworm-shapedpilesin

thesand.

Musselsdrinklargeamounts

ofwaterandfilterout

microscopicfood

particles.

Ragwormsarehunters

andscavengers.Theyhave

powerfuljawswhicharenormally

hiddenintheirinvertedmouthparts.Theyhavean

obviousdorsalbloodvesselformingaredline

downtheirback.

Seaslatersliveintheinter-tidalor“splash”

zoneontheforeshoreandaremarine

woodlice.Theirantennaeare

abouttwo-thirdsoftheir

bodylengthandtheyhave

14legs.Theyfeedon

detritusordecayingmatter.

Tellinburrowthroughmudandsand.Theyhave

pairedsiphontubes,oneofwhichisalongmobile

tubethat“hoovers”thesurfaceofnutrient-rich

sediment.Waterisexpelledthroughtheother.

Mud-lovingspecies
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Bycar
OntheA92MontrosetoArbroath
roadjust1mile(1.6km)southof
Montrose.Followthebrownsignsto
MontroseBasinWildlifeCentre.Freeand

convenientparkingavailable.

Bytrain
FrequentservicesfromEdinburgh,
Glasgow,Aberdeenandall
intermediatestations.

Bybus
FromMontrosetowncentreto
Ferryden,thenashortwalk.

Specialprovision
Thevisitorcentreiswheelchairfriendly
includingtoiletfacilities.Aninduction
loopisfitted.Freeparkingandspaces

availableforcoaches.

Admission
Adults(concessions)£3.00(£2.00)

Familyticket(2adultswithup
to4children)£6.00

SWTmembersFREE

10%discountforgroupsof11ormore

Accesstothereserveisfree.

Schoolseducation
programmeactivities

Halfdayfrom£3.00,fulldayfrom£4.50

Openingtimes
Opendaily:15March–15November

from10.30am–5.00pm
16November–14March(Friday–
Sunday)from10.30am–4.00pm.

Thevisitorcentreisclosedon25and
26Decemberand1and2January.

Oureducationprogramme
isavailableallyearround.
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MontroseBasinVisitorCentre&WildlifeReserve
Schoolseducationprogramme

Learningbeyondtheclassroomofferspupilstheopportunitytogatherrealevidence
andenjoysamplingandinteractingwiththeirenvironmentinacontrolledway.

Activitiesavailable

ACTIVITY WHAT’SINVOLVED? 5–14CURRICULUM LOCATION

Mudstudies Ventureontotheestuarinemudtodiscoverandexamine
themanycreaturesthatmakeittheirhome.

Interactionoflivingthingswiththeirenvironment MontroseBasinVisitorCentre

Birdidentification IdentifythebirdsoftheBasinthroughtelescopes,
binocularsandinterpretativedisplays.

Interactionoflivingthings,environmentand
identification

MontroseBasinVisitorCentre

Migration Findoutwhysomebirdsundertakelongandhazardous
journeystoreachtheBasin.

Interactionoflivingthingswiththeirenvironmentand
population

MontroseBasinVisitorCentre

Adaptation Sizematters!Investigateuniqueadaptationsofbirdssuch
asbeakandfeet.

Interactionoflivingthings,habitatsandlimitingfactors MontroseBasinVisitorCentre

Foodwebs Investigatethelinksbetweenalllivingthingsandtheir
interdependence.

Interactionoflivingthings,energytransferand
environment

MontroseBasinVisitorCentre

HouseofDun

Minibeasts Discoverthemanydifferentkindsofcreaturestobe
foundinvegetationandunderlogsandstones.

Interactionoflivingthingswiththeirenvironment MontroseBasinVisitorCentre

HouseofDun

Sensoryactivities Encourageyoungerchildrentoappreciatecolours,
textures,smellsandsoundsaroundthem.

Observation,socialandsciencestudies MontroseBasinVisitorCentre

HouseofDun

Agricultureand
thingsthatgrow

Investigatehowagricultureandfoodproductionco-exists
withwildlifeandconservation.Alsolookatplantsto
discoverhowtheygrow,disperseseedsandprovidea
vitalsourceoffood.

Peopleandplaces,varietyandcharacteristicfeatures,
andlifeprocesses

MontroseBasinVisitorCentre

HouseofDun

Woodlandactivities Identifytreesandgettoknowmoreaboutthem. Varietyandcharacteristicfeatures HouseofDun

Ponddipping Discoverthevarietyofcreaturesthathavemadeour
purpose-builtpondtheirhome.

Interactionoflivingthings,habitatsandlimitingfactors MontroseBasinVisitorCentre

Yourname:.......................................................................................................................................................................................................

Telephonenumber:...............................................................................Faxnumber:.............................................................................

Email:................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Nameofschoolororganisation:..............................................................................................................................................................

Address:............................................................................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................Postcode:...................................................................................

Dateofvisit:..............................................................................................Halfday ................................................Fullday

Arrivaltime:...............................................................................................Departuretime:..................................................................... 

Numberofchildren:.............................................................................. Ageofchildren:...................................................................... 

Numberofadults:.................................................................................. Isfreecoachparkingrequired?Yes ...No

Simplycompletethisenquiryformandeitherfaxto:01674678773orpostto“Schoolseducation
programme,MontroseBasinVisitorCentreandWildlifeReserve,ScottishWildlifeTrust,Rossie
Braes,Montrose,AngusDD109TJ”andwewillgetintouchtodiscussyourspecifications.

PleasecompleteusingBLOCKcapitals.

Iaminterestedinthefollowing:

Mudstudies.....................................

Birdidentification...........................

Migration...........................................

Adaptation........................................

Foodwebs........................................

Minibeasts.......................................

Sensoryactivities............................

Agricultureandthingsthatgrow...

Woodlandactivities.......................

Ponddipping...................................

Wheredidyouhearabout
MontroseBasin’sschools
educationprogramme?

Atthevisitorcentre.......................

Fromaleaflet..................................

FromSWT’swebsite.....................

Other(pleasespecify)........................

.....................................................................

Ifyoudonotwanttobeonour
mailinglisttoreceivefuture
schoolseducationprogramme
information,pleasetickthisbox

SWTwillusethisinformationinaccordance
withtheDataProtectionAction.Byentering
intothisagreement,youconsenttoreceiving
informationfromSWTofrelatedactivities.SWT
willnotshareyourdetailswiththirdparties.

ARRANGINGYOURVISIT
Ourschoolseducationprogrammeisavailableallyearround.
Asaguidelineachargeof£4.50perpersonisrequestedfora
fulldayofactivities,£3.00perpersonforahalfday.Areduced
rateisavailableforaffiliatedgroups.

Weprovideasafeenvironmentwiththechanceforchildren
tolearnmoreaboutwildlifeandtheenvironmentinan
interesting,informativeandfunway.

• Wehaveateamofteachernaturalistswhowilllead
alltheeducationalactivitiesthroughoutyourvisit.

• Wewillplanyourvisittosuittherequirementsofyour
classtopicandcustomiseactivitiesatnoextracharge.

Whynotcombinesomeoftheactivitieslistedandcomparedifferenthabitats?

Ourfacilitiesinclude:

• indooreducationroomwith“wet”areaandchildren’slow-levelsinks
• educationaldippingpond
• visitorcentrewithspeciallydesignedinteractivedisplays
• threebirdhidesofferingsuperbviewsofthewildlife-richsurroundings
• viewinggallerywithhigh-poweredtelescopesandbinoculars
• giftshopwithgreatsouvenirs
• speciallycreatedman-madesandmartinbank
• refreshmentarea
• disabledaccessandfacilities
• freecarandcoachparking(includingacoachparkinglane)

Contactthevisitorcentreon
01674676336wherestaffwill

behappytodiscussyourvisitor
arrangeabooking.Alternatively

simplycompleteandreturn
ourenquiryform(left).

Lookoutforourholidayactivitiesforchildren.Pickupa
copyofoureventsprogrammefromthevisitorcentre.


