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Foundations at the 

Center

 Influence and inform each of 

the other elements of the 

system

 Provide common descriptions 

of what young children know 

and are able to do

 Guide early childhood 

educators and professional 

development 3
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California Preschool Program Guidelines
 Replaces PreKindergarten Learning & Development 

Guidelines (2000)

 Integrated with California’s Early Learning and Development 
System

 Updates supporting research, particularly information on early 

brain development

 Updates research on Young Dual Language Learners

 Addresses use of technology in preschool programs

 Aligns to the Infant Toddler Program Guidelines, California 

Preschool Learning Foundations & Preschool Curriculum 

Framework.

 Interconnected with California Early Childhood Educator 

Competencies
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Who is it for?

Primary Audience:  

ECE professionals responsible for preschool program planning

Broader Audience:

 Policymakers

 School Administrators

 Teaching Staff

 Parents

 Others committed to high-quality preschool education
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PPG Part One

Setting the Stage for Program Quality

Chapter 1

Current Issues in Early Childhood Education

Chapter 2   

The Preschool Child

Chapter 3   

The Role of the Preschool Teacher

Chapter 4   

The Role of the Administrator 7
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PPG Part One
Chapter 1 

Current Issues in Early Childhood Education

 Evidence from Research

 Need for High-Quality Preschool Programs

 Early Childhood Investments and Societal Impacts

 Recent Research on Brain Development

 School Readiness

 The California Context

 Readiness Gap

 Desired Results for Children and Families

 Overview of Preschool Learning Foundations
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PPG Part One

Chapter 2  The Preschool Child
Executive Function Skills

Five Essential Domains of School Readiness

 Social-Emotional Development

 Language and Literacy

 Cognition and General Knowledge

 Physical Well-Being and Motor Development

 Approaches Toward Learning

The Role of Play

in Children’s
Learning

& Development
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PPG Part One
Chapter 3  The Role of the Preschool Teacher

 Build & Maintain Positive Relationships with Children

 Build & Maintain Positive Relationships with Families

 Create Environments for Social-Emotional Learning

 Be Responsive to Children’s Linguistic & Cultural 
Experiences

 Include Children with a Wide Range of Abilities and 

Approaches to Learning

 Understand Children’s Needs and Capabilities

 Balance Child-Initiated & Teacher-Initiated Activities

 Assess How Well Programs Meet Children’s Needs
11
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PPG Part One

Chapter 4  The Role of the Administrator

 Reflective Curriculum Planning

 Setting the Conditions for Work

 Creating a Collaborative Work Environment and Learning 

Community

 Integrating Reflective Practice, Reflective Supervision, and 

Mentorship

 Accountability to Maintain Program Quality
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PPG Part Two
Supporting Young Children’s 

Learning & Development

Chapter 5   Use of the California Preschool 

Curriculum Framework

Chapter 6   Support for Young Dual Language 

Learners

Chapter 7   Using Technology and Interactive 

Media with Preschool-Age Children
14



TOM TORLAKSON
State Superintendent 

of Public Instruction

PPG Part Two
Chapter 5   Use of the California 

Preschool Curriculum  Framework

 Eight Overarching Principles

 Integrated Curriculum for Young Dual Language Learners

 Universal Design

 The Curriculum Planning Process

 Implementation of the Curriculum Framework
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PPG Part Two
Chapter 6  

Support for Young Dual 

Language Learners

 Guiding Principles for Supporting Young DLLs

 Characteristics of Preschool Dual Language Learners

 Program Approaches and Teaching Practices

 Assessment of Young Dual Language Learners

 Family Engagement

 Inclusion of Young DLLs with Special Needs

 Support for the Transition to Kindergarten

 Early Childhood Educator Competencies
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PPG  Part Two
Chapter 7  Using Technology and Interactive Media 

with Preschool-Age Children

 Children and Electronic Media

 Technology and Interactive Media in the Preschool 

Environment

 The Benefits and the Challenges of Using 

Technology and Interactive Media

 Selecting Technology and Interactive Media to 

Enhance Children’s Learning

 Integrating & Using Technology in the Preschool 

Environment

 Training and Professional Development 

Opportunities
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PPG 
Part Three 

Program Guidelines

Chapter 8   

Guidelines for Operating Preschool Programs           
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Chapter 8

Program Guidelines (10)

1)  Aspiring to Be a High-Quality Program

2)  Addressing Culture, Diversity, and Equity

3)   Supporting Relationships, Interactions, and Guidance

4)  Engaging Families and Communities

5)  Including Children with Disabilities or Other Special Needs

6)  Promoting Health, Safety, and Nutrition

7)  Assessing Children’s Development and Learning

8)  Planning the Learning Environment and Curriculum

9) Supporting Professionalism and Continuous Learning

10)  Administering Programs and Supervising Staff
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Thank You!
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