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PASSAIC HIGH SCHOOL 
170 Paulison Avenue, Passaic, New Jersey 07055 

Telephone (973) 470-5600 
June 2015 
 
Dear Parents and Students: 
 
Passaic High School’s administrators, faculty and staff  hope that you will enjoy a safe and productive summer. As you know, 

every year we strive to raise the standards in our school and we are working hard to “cross the bar” to the next level. One way 

to do this is to require that our students participate in our Summer Reading Program.  
 
Attached is the list of titles of the required books for our students to read this summer. The list categorizes the books 

according to grade levels, so please make sure to select the appropriate grade. 
 
Summer Reading Initiative for incoming Grade 10: 
Every student is expected to read the required book and submit his or her assignment to their English teacher by Friday, 

September 11, 2015 (see attached rubric). It is important that he or she reads the required book to be prepared for his or 

her first English class in September.  
 
Summer Reading Initiative for incoming Grades 11 and 12: 
To enhance students’ ability to compare, contrast, and synthesize information, students will be required to read two books 

on the the same theme or topic.  
 
Students must write a two page reflective journal response that compares and contrasts the ideas in the two texts. Students 

should be prepared to talk about their books and to submit their written assignment to Turnitin.com when they return to 

school in September. The English Department uses Turnitin.com to  provide a database to store student work and prevent 

plagiarism. Please note: Incoming Advanced Placement (AP) English students are not required to complete this 

assignment. The AP summer assignment  given by their teacher will meet this summer reading requirement.  
 
You, the parents, can help us by making the completion of this task non-negotiable. Work with your children to develop a 

reading habit and schedule. Determine how many pages or chapters a day or week will be read and when the reading will 

take place, whether during the day or in the evening. Follow up to make sure that your children are on schedule. 

Encourage them to “buddy up” with a friend to read together and talk about what they have read. We would encourage 

you, if possible, to read the same book so that your child has the opportunity to discuss with you what he or she is reading.  
 
We are providing our students with digital links to the required reading. Students may also borrow or purchase a summer 

reading book from any of the following locations: Forstmann Public Library on Gregory Avenue, Passaic; Barnes and 

Noble on Route 3 East, Clifton; and, Barnes and Noble on Route 46 West, Woodland Park. A list of titles may also be 

found on the PHS web page:  
www. passaicschools.org under Summer Assignments. Then click Language Arts Summer Assignment.   

 
We hope to get off to a strong start by making this pre-requisite reading an important part of each English course, and we 

look forward to working with your child during the 2015-2016 school year.  
 
Sincerely, 
                         __________________________                                          _______________________________ 
                                  Mr. Francisco Velez                                        Mrs. Lisa C. Rowbotham    
                                       PHS  Principal                                                     Supervisor of  English Language Arts  
CC: Mr. Pablo Muñoz – Superintendent of Schools 
       Ms. Rachel Goldberg –Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction 
       Mr. Jeffrey Truppo -Director of Elementary and Secondary Education  
       

 
 



 

 

PASSAIC HIGH SCHOOL 
170 Paulison Avenue, Passaic, New Jersey 07055 

Telephone (973) 470-5600 
Junio 2015 

Estimados Padres y Estudiantes: 

 

Los administradores de Passaic High School, profesores y personal desean que disfruten de un verano seguro y 

productivo. Como ustedes saben, cada año nos esforzamos por elevar el nivel en nuestra escuela y estamos trabajando 

duro para "subir el listón" al siguiente nivel. Una manera de hacer esto es requerir que que nuestros estudiantes participen 

en nuestro Programa de Lectura de Verano. 

 

Se adjunta la lista de los títulos de los libros que se requiere que nuestros estudiantes lean este verano. La lista clasifica los 

libros de acuerdo a los diferentes grados, así que por favor asegúrese de seleccionar el grado apropiado. 

 

Iniciativa de Lectura de Verano para entrantes en el Grado 10 
Se espera que cada estudiante lea el libro requerido y entregar su asignación a su maestro o maestra de inglés para el 

Viernes  11  de Septiembre de 2015 (véase la rúbrica adjunta). Es importante que el alumno o alumna lea el libro 

requerido para prepararse para su primera clase de inglés en septiembre.  
 

Iniciativa de Lectura de Verano para entrantes en los Grados 11 y 12 
Para intensificar la habilidad de los estudiantes para comparar, contrastar y sintetizar información, se les requerirá leer dos 

libros con el mismo tema o asunto. 
 
Los estudiantes deben escribir un diario reflexivo con una respuesta de dos páginas que compare y contraste las ideas de 

los dos textos. Los estudiantes deberian estar preparados para hablar sobre sus libros y enviar sus asignaciones escritas a 

Turnitin.com cuando regresen a la ecuela en septiembre.  El Departamento de Ingles usa Turnitin.com para proporcionar 

una base de datos para almacenar el trabajo del estudiante y prevenir el plagiarismo. Por favor adviertan: A los 

estudiantes entrantes a Advanced Placement (AP) English no se les requiere completar esta asignación. Las asignaciones 

AP de verano dadas por su maestro o maestra satisfarán los requisitos de lectura este verano. 
 
Ustedes, los padres,  puede ayudar haciendo cumplimiento de esta tarea no es negociable. Trabajen con su hijo(a) para 

desarrollar un hábito y un horario de la lectura: determinen cuántas páginas o capítulos deberán ser leídos al dia o a la 

semana, y cuando la lectura se llevará a cabo, durante el día o por la noche. Hagan un seguimiento para asegurarse de que 

su hijo (a) está en la fecha prevista. Anime a su hijo(a) a “asociarse” con un amigo o amiga para leer juntos y hablar 

acerca de lo que han leído. Les animamos, si es posible, a leer el mismo libro para que su hijo(a) tenga la oportunidad de 

discutir con ustedes lo que él o ella está leyendo. 

 

Nosotros proporcionamos a nuestros estudiantes con enlaces digitales para las lecturas requeridas. Los estudiantes 

también pueden pedir prestado o comprar un libro de  la lectura del verano en cualquier de estos lugares: Forstmann 

Public Library en Gregory Avenue, Passaic; Barnes and Noble en Route 3 East, Clifton; y, Barnes and Noble en Route 46 

West, Woodland Park. Una lista de los titulos tambien puede ser encontrada en la página web de PHS web page:  
www.passaicschools.org bajo Summer Assignments. Oprima Language Arts Summer Assignment.  
 

Esperamos comenzar sólidamente haciendo de este pre-requisito de lectura una parte importante de cada curso de Inglés, 

y esperamos con interés trabajar con su hijo(a) durante el año escolar 2015-2016. 

Atentamente,  
   __________________________                  __________________________ 
                      Sr. Francisco Vélez                                              Sra. Lisa C. Rowbotham    
                            PHS  Director                                           Supervisora de  English Language Arts  
 
CC: Mr. Pablo Muñoz – Superintendente de las Escuelas 
       Ms. Rachel Goldberg –Asistente del  Superintendente para Currículo e Instrucción 
       Mr. Jeffrey Truppo -Director  de Educación Elemental y Secundaria  
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4        3       2      1 

Support  for  

Song Choices  
2  pts 

Excellent  

 

Student  dem onst rates full 

knowledge of the book and is 

able to support  all song 

choices with well-developed 

explanat ions that  show clear 

connect ions to literary 

elem ents such as character 

and them e. Explanat ions 

provided with great  detail!   

Good 

 

Student  is at  ease with 

the content  of the book, 

but  fails to elaborate on 

how the song choices 

relate to literary 

elem ents such as them e 

and character. 

Explanat ions include 

very lit t le detail. More 

details, please!   

Fair  

 

Student  is 

uncomfortable with 

the content  book. 

Student  chose 

songs that  related 

to the book but  was 

unable to explain 

how. Explanat ions 

were provided, but  

not  in great  detail.   

Poor  

 

Student  does not  have a 

grasp of the content  of 

the book. The 

explanat ions of the song 

choices do not  show a 

relat ionship to the book 

chosen. Explanat ions 

were not  related or were 

m issing.  

Song 

Explanat ion 

Requirem ents  
2  pts 

Excellent  

 

Student  wrote three to four 

sentences for each song 

explaining why the song was 

chosen.  

Good 

 

Student  wrote three 

incomplete sentences or 

two com plete sentences 

for each song explaining 

why the song was 

chosen.  

Fair  

 

Student  wrote two 

incomplete 

sentences for each 

song explaining why 

the song was 

chosen OR only 

explained som e of 

the song choices.  

Poor  

 

Student  wrote one or less 

than one sentence for 

each song that  br iefly 

explained why each song 

was chosen OR only 

explained som e of the 

song choices.  

CD Cover   
2  pts 

Excellent  

 

Very professional - -  could be 

used on a real CD.  

Good 

 

Som ewhat  professional -  

could be used with a few 

changes.  

Fair  

 

Not  very 

professional looking. 

Could not  be used 

as a real CD cover.  

Poor  

 

Very m essy. Not  

professional at  all.   

Gram m ar &  

Spelling   
2  pts 

Excellent  

 

Writer m akes no or few errors 

in gram m ar or spelling that  

dist racts the reader from  the 

content .  

Good 

 

Writer makes some 

errors in gram m ar or 

spelling that  dist racts 

the reader from  the 

content .  

Fair  

 

Writer makes 

several errors in 

gram m ar or spelling 

that  dist racts the 

reader from  the 

content .  

Poor  

 

Writer m akes several 

errors in gram m ar or 

spelling that  great ly 

dist ract  the reader from  

the content .  

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Bloom’s Taxonomy Guide  
      

Bloom’s Taxonomy provides an important framework for teachers to use to focus on higher order 

thinking. By providing a hierarchy of levels, this taxonomy can assist teachers in designing 

performance tasks, crafting questions for conferring with students, and providing feedback on student 

work. 

      

This resource is divided into different levels each with Keywords that exemplify the level and 

questions that focus on that same critical thinking level. Questions for Critical Thinking can be used 

in the classroom to develop all levels of thinking within the cognitive domain. The results will be 

improved attention to detail, increased comprehension and expanded problem solving skills. Use the 

keywords as guides to structuring questions and tasks. Finish the Questions with content appropriate 

to the learner. Assessment can be used to help guide culminating projects. The six levels are: 

Level I Knowledge 

Level II Comprehension Level 
III Application 

Level IV Analysis Level  
V Synthesis Level  
VI Evaluation 

     

Blooms Level I: Knowledge  
Exhibits memory of previously learned material by recalling fundamental facts, terms, basic concepts 

and answers about the selection. 

      

Keywords: 
      

who, what, why, when, omit, where, which, choose, find, how, define, label, show, spell, list, match, 

name, relate, tell, recall, select 

      

 

 

 

Questions: 
      

• What is...? • Can you select? • Where is...? • When did ____ happen? 

• Who were the main...? • Which one...? • Why did...? • How would you describe...? • When did...? • 

Can you recall...? • Who was...? • How would you explain...?• How did ___happen...? • Can you list 

the three..? • How is...? 

• How would you show...? 

      



 

 

Blooms Level II: Comprehension 

      

Demonstrate understanding of facts and ideas by organizing, comparing, translating, interpreting, 

giving descriptions and stating main ideas. 

      

Keywords: compare, contrast, demonstrate, interpret, explain, extend, illustrate, infer, outline, relate, 

rephrase, translate, summarize, show, classify 

     

Questions: 
• How would you classify the type of...? • How would you compare...? • Will you state or interpret in 

your own words...? 

• How would you rephrase the meaning? 

• What facts or ideas show...? • What is the main idea of ......? 

• Which statements support...? • Which is the best answer...? 

• What can you say about ...? • How would you summarize... ? • Can you explain what is 

happening...? • What is meant by...? 

      

Blooms Level III: Application 

      

Solve problems in new situations by applying acquired knowledge, facts, techniques and rules in a 

different, or new way. 

      

Keywords: 
      

apply. build, choose, construct, develop, interview, make use of, organize, experiment with, plan, 

select, solve, utilize, model, identify 

      

Questions: 
      

• How would you use...? • How would you solve ___ using what you’ve learned...? 

• What examples can you find to...? • How would you show your understanding of...? • How would 

you organize _______ to show...? 

• How would you apply what you learned to develop...? 

• What approach would you use to...? • What other way would you plan to...? 

• What would result if...? • Can you make use of the facts to...? 

• What elements would you use to change...? • What facts would you select to show...? • What 

questions would you ask during an interview? 

         

Blooms Level IV: Analysis 
      



 

 

Examine and break information into parts by identifying motives or causes. Make inferences and find 

evidence to support generalizations. 

      

Keywords: 
      

analyze, categorize, classify, compare, contrast, discover, dissect, divide, examine, inspect, simplify, 

survey, test for, distinguish, list, distinction, theme, relationships, function, motive, inference, 

assumption, conclusion, take part in 

 

Questions: 
      

•What are the parts or features of...?• How is_______related to...? 

• Why do you think . . . ? • What is the theme . . . ? • What motive is there . . . ? • Can you list the 

parts . . . ? • What inference can you make . . . ? 

• What conclusions can you draw . . . ? • How would you classify . . . ? 

• How would you categorize . . . ? • Can you identify the different parts . . . ? 

• What evidence can you find . . . ? • What is the relationship between . . . ? 

• Can you make a distinction between . . . ? • What is the function of . . . ? 

• What ideas justify . . . ? 

     

Blooms Level V: Synthesis 

      

Compile information together in a different way by combining elements in a new pattern or proposing 

alternative solutions. 

      

Keywords: 
      

build, choose, combine, compile, compose, construct, create, design, develop, estimate, formulate, 

imagine, invent, make up, originate, plan, predict, propose, solve, solution, suppose, discuss, modify, 

change, original, improve, adapt, minimize, maximize, theorize, elaborate, test, happen, delete 

      

 

Questions: 
      

• What changes would you make to solve...? • How would you improve...? • What would happen if...? 

• Can you elaborate on the reason...? 

• Can you propose an alternative...? • Can you invent...? 

• How would you adapt ____________ to create a different...? 

      



 

 

• How could you change (modify) the plot (plan)...? • What facts can you compile...? • What way 

would you design...? • What could be combined to improve (change)...? • Suppose you could 

_____what would you do...? • How would you test...? 

• Can you formulate a theory for...? • Can you predict the outcome if...?  • How would you 

estimate the results for...? • What could be done to minimize (maximize)...? 

• Can you construct a model that would change...? • How is _____ related to...? 

• Can you think for an original way for the...? • What are the parts or features of...? • Why do you 

think...? • What is the theme...? • What motive is there...? 

• Can you list the parts...? • What inference can you make...? ...? • What ideas justify...? • What 

conclusions can you draw...? • How would you classify...? 

• How would you categorize...? • Can you identify the different parts...? 

• What evidence can you find...? • What is the relationship between...? 

• Can you make the distinction between...? • What is the function of 

Blooms Level VI: Evaluation 

      

Present and defend opinions by making judgments about information, validity of ideas or quality of 

work based on a set of criteria. 

      

Keywords: 
      

award, choose, conclude, criticize, decide, defend, determine, dispute, evaluate, judge, justify, 

measure, compare, mark, rate, recommend, rule on, select, agree, appraise, prioritize, opinion, 

interpret, explain, support importance, criteria, prove, disprove, assess, influence, perceive, value, 

estimate, deduct 

      

Questions: 
      

• Do you agree with the actions/outcome...? • What is your opinion of...? 

• How would you prove/ disprove...? • Can you assess the value or importance of...? 

• Would it be better if...? • Why did they (the character) choose...? 

• What would you recommend...? • How would you rate the...? 

• How would you evaluate...? • How would you compare the ideas...? the people...? 

• How could you determine...? • What choice would you have made...? 

• What would you select...? • How would you prioritize...? • How would you justify...? • What 

judgment would you make about...? • Why was it better that...? 

• How would you prioritize the facts...? • What would you cite to defend the actions...? • What data 

was used to make the conclusion...? 

• What information would you use to support the view...? 

• Based on what you know, how would you explain...? 

      

 



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

Bloom’s Taxonomy Rubric  

Category Advanced 
2 5  pts 

Proficient  
1 5  pts 

Basic 
1 0  pts 

Below  Basic 
1  pts 

Book I nform at ion   
1. Tit le  
2. Author  
3. Genre 

All required 

inform at ion is 

present .  

More than half of 

the required 

inform at ion is 

present .  

Less than half of 

the required 

inform at ion is 

present .  

All required 

inform at ion is 

m issing.  

Quest ions/  
Answ ers  Relat ing 

to  
1. Main Characters  
2. Set t ing  
3. Plot  
4. Themes 

All 6  story 

quest ions/ answ ers 

are answ ered 

clearly. They are 

easily recognized 

by audience of 

your project  and 

have enough 

inform at ion to help 

reader understand 

w hat  is happening 

in story.  

At  least  5  story 

quest ions/ answ ers 

appear  to be 

answ ered. The 

events of the story 

and the answ ers to 

your quest ions are 

som ew hat  clear, 

but  som e 

inform at ion 

appears to be 

m issing.  

Three to Four 

quest ions/ answ ers 

of the quest ions 

are answ ered, but  

som e are m issing. 

The reader has 

t rouble follow ing 

the storyline 

according to the 

the answ ers qiven.  

One or  less of the 

quest ions 

/ answ ers  are 

present .  

Presentat ion/  

Creat ivity   

 

The project  is 

presented neat ly 

and organized.  

The project  is 

presented neat ly.  
The project  is 

presented in a 

som ew hat  

organized m at ter . 

Som e of the w ork 

is not  neat .  

The project  is 

m essy, not  

organized.  

Convent ions  
1.spelling 
2.gram mar 

3.capitalizat ion 
4.sentence st ructure 

There are no m ajor 

errors and m aybe 

one m inor  issue.  

There are 1 - 5  

spelling, gram m ar, 

and/ or  

capita lizat ion 

errors.  

There are 6 - 1 0  

spelling, gram m ar, 

capita lizat ion or  

sentence st ructure 

errors.  

There are 1 1  or 

m ore spelling, 

gram m ar, and/ or  

capita lizat ion or  

sentence st ructure 

errors.  

Bloom 's Taxonom y   
Knowledge, 

Comprehension, 

Applicat ion, Analysis 

Synthesis, Evaluat ion 

All levels of 

Bloom 's Taxonom y 

w ere presented 

clearly and the 

final product  w as 

free of errors.  

All levels of 

Bloom 's Taxonom y 

w ere presented 

clearly and the 

final product  only 

had a few  m inor 

errors.  

All levels of 

Bloom 's Taxonom y 

w ere presented, 

but  clear  lack of 

understanding due 

to the num ber of 

errors in the final 

product .  

The final product  

w as m issing 

severa l levels of 

Bloom 's Taxonom y. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

Incoming Grade 11//Entrando al Grado 11 

 

Reading Selections//Selecciones de lectura: Angela's Ashes  and/y The Brief and Wondrous 
Life of Oscar Wao  
 

Incoming  juniors must write one reflective journal entry that compares and contrasts their 
two summer reading books//Los entrantes al grado 11 deben escribir un diario reflexivo que 
compare y contraste sus dos libros de lectura del verano: 
Students may revise the assignments with the support of their English teacher in September. The 

summer reading assignment will be given a quiz grade in the first marking period. 

 

Los estudiantes pueden revisar en septiembre las asignaciones con el apoyo del maestro o maestra 

de inglés. La asignación de la lectura del verano recibirá una puntuación de quiz en su primer 

trimestre.  

 

A writing rubric is available to students at// Una Guia evaluadora está disponible para los 
estudiantes en: 
Compare and Contrast Rubric 

 

 

 

Incoming Grade 12//Entrando al Grado 12 

 

Reading Selections://Selecciones de lectura: The Things They Carried  and Things Fall Apart 
 

Incoming  juniors must write one reflective journal entry that compares and contrasts their 
two summer reading books:// Los entrantes al grado 11 deben escribir un diario que compare 
y contraste  sus dos libros de lectura del verano:  
 

Students may revise the assignments with the support of their English teacher in September. The 

summer reading assignment will be given a quiz grade in the first marking period. 

 

Los estudiantes pueden revisar en septiembre las asignaciones con el apoyo del maestro o maestra  

de inglés. La asignación de la lectura del verano recibirá una puntuación de quiz en su primer 

trimestre.  

 

A writing rubric is available to students at// Una Guia evaluadora está disponible para los 
estudiantes en: 
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