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NATIONAL PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Change

  Change was a major theme of the last US Presidential Campaign.  There was no 
attempt to define the parameters of that change, only to emphasize the need for it.  
It has since become clear that many who voted for change would not have done 
so had they known what that change would mean to their finances and to their 
health.

  It is always good to change the baby’s diaper when you have a clean diaper 
available for that purpose.  It does no good to change the baby’s diaper into one 
that is just as bad, and it can even be harmful to the baby if the diaper you plan to 
use is worse than the one you are changing from.  Change for the sake of change is not logical.  There are 
things you must ponder before making any change.

  Our National Vice President, Craig Brutout, is in the process of promoting changes to the way our 
fraternity is administered by the Supreme Executive Committee.  Such changes would be ill advised 
without a lot of consideration about what these changes entail and what they will mean to all SEC Officers.  
Ultimately we must consider how the changes will affect our fraternity and whether they will be beneficial 
or detrimental.  Are they achievable, sustainable, and will they promote growth or be an impediment to 
growth?

  Craig has been looking for solutions to the problems that have plagued us since he became a redcoat, as 
have I.  As the years went by, these problems seemed more and more insoluble.  Ideas were promoted and 
dropped, reconsidered, and dropped again.  We could easily identify the problems, but the answers were 
elusive.  Then Craig proposed a plan and presented it to me first.  I was naturally suspicious when I looked 
at his suggestions.  But the more I looked at it, the more sense it made to me.  His plan mostly involves 
additional work for the SEC Officers, but I began to see that these are things that the SEC Officers should 
have been doing all along.

  His plan will involve participation of the Chapter Officers and some cooperation with the Chapter 
Coordinators.  But, again, there should always have been this cooperation.  It is what made our fraternity 
great in the first place.   Defined duties are always easier to fulfil than trying to accommodate undefined 
duties and disappointing a lot of people.  A task becomes a privilege when you feel that you are doing what 
is expected of you and those you are trying to please appreciate it.

  I have been traveling with Craig the last couple of months, and we have visited many chapters where 
Craig has presented his plan.  I have not yet heard one objection from the chapters, and most have had high 
praise for his ideas, especially from older and long-standing members of Phi Delta Kappa.  One comment 
that stood out to me was from an older member who asked, “Why haven’t we been doing this all along?”
Craig laid out his plan at the last SEC meeting in Winchester.  All SEC Officers (including me) were 
impressed with the plan and feel that it is achievable.  I individually asked each officer if he was on board 
with this plan, and each one assured me that he was going to support it.

  I will be leaving SEC in July at National Convention.  I have indicated to Craig that I will not simply 
disappear when I become a PNP, but he could count on me to support his plan and will work to complete 
any tasks he assigns me to help make this work.  I am once again hopeful about Phi Delta Kappa’s future.

God bless,
Jon Handy
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What’s Holding Us Back?

By Craig  Brutout

National Vice President

As many of 
you know, I 
have been on a 
cross country 
adventure dur-
ing the month 
of April. Now I 
am not going 
to bore you 
with a travelogue, but I did see 
many man made marvels, and many 
more natural wonders that have 
been touched by God’s hand, and as 
I witnessed all of these, I wondered 
what is holding us back?

    I wondered what the first people 
who saw the Appalachians thought, 
were they content with where they 
were? No, they kept moving. When 
the settlers of Savannah needed to 
get across the bay, were they con-
tent with just using boats? No, they 
figured out how to build a bridge 
and then built it. When Gutzon Bor-
glum decided to accept the chal-
lenge to carve out Mt. Rushmore, 
did he stop halfway through be-
cause it was to hard? No, he fin-
ished his challenge and it lives on 
today as one of the most visited 
sites in our Country, so I wonder, 
what is holding us back?

 Do we not belong to one of the 
greatest organizations that our 
country has to offer? Do we not sit 
in our Chapter Houses and tell each 
other that we do? Our fraternity is 
no different then any of these other 
marvels.  It is almost 110 years old, 
has withstood World Wars, prohibi-
tion, the great depression, Korea, 
Vietnam, social upheaval in the 
1960s and 1970s, and yet we are 

still here. So Brothers what's hold-
ing us back? Let's get together and 
figure this out. If you've ever seen 
any of God's wonders, or even 
some that are man made, this 
really can't be that difficult, but we 
must do it TOGETHER, remem-
bering the oath we all took, and 
with the memories of our Foun-
ders.

 Now, on a personal note Cathy 
did me the great honor of becom-
ing my wife on April 18th, in 
Green Valley, Arizona. It was a 
true Phi Delt Ceremony.

   I want to thank Jon Handy for 
his kind words in his message this 
month, I just hope I am worthy.

   Always looking forward,  Craig

June

By Brian Nelson

National Master of Ceremonies

  Howdy 
brothers and 
sisters.  
Summer of-
ficially be-
gins in the 
month of 
June and it’s 
about that 
time. The past winter and spring 
were some of the longest and 
toughest days this country seen in 
years,  with Indiana having bliz-
zard after blizzard, then in the 
spring it was rain after rain. In the 
south, there were tornadoes and 
the destruction that came with it, 
and floods with mighty Missis-
sippi River. With all of this hap-
pening, we need to keep these 
people in our prayers and if you 

can find a charity to give to, that 
would be a blessing.

  As you all know convention is next 
month and I will be running for the 
Vice President spot. Since I started 
this journey as Outer Guard in Mun-
cie in 2007 until now, I watched and 
learned with great mentors like 
PNP’s Jim Myers, Greg Sumpter, 
Devon Reid and soon to be PNP Jon 
Handy helping me get ready for the 
journey and the future positions to 
be held. I am ready to help to lead 
this fraternity forward into the fu-
ture. 

  During convention this year, there 
is going to be a road map laid down 
by Craig Brutout and of what I have 
seen of this plan, I like. In order for 
this plan to work, it will take many 
years to implement it. It cannot be 
done in one year.  I am hoping there 
will be someone from every chapter 
there to hear about it so that every 
chapter will have a good understand-
ing of this plan. If we keep doing the 
same thing year after year, we will 
keep getting the same results, with-
out moving forward. We would be-
come more stagnant year after year 
until we die off and this is no longer 
a PDK. The founders wouldn’t want 
that to happen any more than I do.

  Brothers and sisters I know from 
already talking to some of you that 
due to the high gas prices and the 
economy, you will not be making 
the trip this year. Candie and I will 
miss you. These conventions have 
become a sort of family reunion for 
Candie and I, and we have come to 
see all you as our brothers, sisters, 
aunts, uncles, cousins and grandpas 
and grandmas. We hope to make 
more trips to visit you all in the com-
ing year.
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RESPECT

By Chris Parks

National SGT at Arms

 Hello Brothers 
and Sweet-
hearts! This 
month I have 
chosen respect 
as the next 
value that as 
Phi Delts we 
should all strive to attain. But what 
is respect? How do I get respect? 
And are there different types of 
respect? Respect its self is simple; 
it’s nothing more than treating oth-
ers with consideration and honor. 
It’s the ability to accept and value 
other individuals, and that my 
friends  is where it gets compli-
cated.  The greatest gift God gave 
us was the gift of free will. That 
allows us to form our own opin-
ions and points of view. So if you 
have two or more human beings in 
the same room, you will have a 
whole variety of views on any 
given subject. This is where re-
spect comes into play at its sim-
plest form, the ability to disagree 
with but still respect their point of 
view.

     So then how do I get respect? 
Unlike the gift of free will which 
God gave us, he also gave us the 
ability to earn it. In order to earn 
respect you must first give it! Treat 
people as they should be treated, as 
you want others to treat you. The 
old school yard saying, “Sticks and 
stones may break my bones but 
words can never hurt me.” was not 
well thought out, for words have 
meaning. Whether they are just in 
fun in order to get a laugh or just 
plain spiteful,  you have just disre-
spected that individual and thus 

lowered the respect others have 
for you. There is a fine line be-
tween cutting up as group versus 
a group belittling an individual 
not present for laughs. Always 
remember what your mother told 
you “If you don’t have anything 
nice to say about someone,  don’t  
say anything.” So if you get noth-
ing else out of this article just re-
member; engage the brain before 
the mouth! Well thought out 
words are never hurtful; but re-
spectful and thus you are re-
spected in return.

  What about different types of 
respect? Well there is respect for 
the office, position, or accom-
plishments an individual has at-
tained in their life. Here at PDK, 
we have our officers both national 
and local, our PNP’s, Emirs, and 
PNS’s who still actively devote 
their time and energy to the bet-
terment of PDK.  Their office, 
position, or accomplishments de-
mands respect, but their actions 
have earned it.  And then there is 
self-respect. A person must re-
spect themselves before anyone 
else can respect them. If you 
don’t like yourself, I doubt any-
one else does! And then there’s 
respect for one’s elders, those 
who have influenced our lives. 
Our mothers and fathers who 
through their love, nurturing and 
patience have instilled their val-
ues and morals in us. And then 
there are the fraternity elders 
who, through their wisdom and 
guidance, we remain a thriving 
fraternity. They have devoted 
their lives to Phi Delta Kappa on 
the local and national levels to 
ensure our existence. For that, not 
only do they deserve our respect, 
but they have earned it.

Sam Agresti

National  Auditor

  Hello to all my 
brothers in PDK 
from sunny south 
F l o r i da .  T he 
southern chapters 
had a very pro-
ductive meeting at 
Fl Nu for South-
ern Districts.  National Vice Presi-
dent Craig Brutout attended and 
gave us a fine pep talk.  As always, 
the members of Fl Nu did a great 
job as host for the event.  With 
convention not far off,  I’m feeling 
the enthusiasm for being a Phi Delt 
growing every day.

  The chapters that I’m seeing are 
working on membership at a fast 
pace and we hope by year’s end to 
reach 1000 strong. The community 
involvement is outstanding and 
every member seems willing to do 
their part to promote brother-
hood.  I wish the chapters were not 
so far apart so more brotherhood 
could be maintained.

  As a National Officer, my duties 
encompass promoting new mem-
bership, brotherhood, and above 
all, respect for the sanctity of our 
fraternal vows.  This is a great 
time for me and I can’t wait to see 
my good brothers from Indiana 
this summer in Michigan 
City.  Just a reminder to all chapter 
Presidents who have not sent me 
your annual audit please do so 
shortly.   Best of luck to all and 
keep up the fine work you’re do-
ing.  Proud to be a Phi Delt.

National Auditor  Sam  Agresti
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CHALLENGES

By Jimmy Bateman

National Outer Guard

In life, we face challenges almost 
everyday, although  some are more 
d i f f i c u l t 
than others, 
but still a 
test of our 
c h a r a c t e r 
and ability 
to handle 
a d v e r s i t y . 
We all deal 
with our problems differently. 
Some people are aggressive and 
confront these challenges head on, 
while others tend to be passive and 
may need help from friends or fam-
ily to get through these more diffi-
cult problems . On your own or 
with help, getting over these hur-
dles can be defining moments in 
our lives. Every time we are faced 
with another obstacle, it is another 
chance for us to rise up to the chal-
lenge and retake control of our lives 
and strengthen our character.
             
   As members of Phi Delta Kappa 
we face new and sometimes diffi-
cult challenges in our fraternity 
may they be at your local chapter or 
on the national level.  It is how we 

handle these situations that shows the 
strength of our organization. From 
our humble beginning in Marion,I
ndiana to the huge organization we 
became in our early years with hun-
dreds of chapters across the country, 
to the present thirteen chapters in 
three states. With membership on the 
rise  in most chapters, we are once 
again showing the strength of our be-
loved fraternity and our ability to 
overcome all obstacles placed before 
us and deal with adversity  head on. 
One thing I find in common with 
each chapter I visit is the love we all 
have for PHI DELTA KAPPA and as 
long as we can come together and 
face our problems, then we will see 
another century of great brotherhood .

   Respect maybe hard to attain 
but if you are steadfast in your 
convictions, show civility to all, 
respect you shall have. Be false 
in your allegiance, intolerant to 
others, and you’ll find respect 
just out of your grasp.  The 
choice is yours and yours alone.
“How will my actions today re-
flect on our fraternity tomor-
row?” 
Chris Parks

BROTHERHOOD

Jeff Woolf

National Outer Guard

 Webster’s defines it as “the qual-
ity or state of being brothers, an 
association for a particular pur-
pose, fellow-
ship, an alli-
ance.”     I have 
always had a 
f e e l i n g  a s 
though I know 
what brother-
hood is. There 
are many Phi 
Delts who exemplify the 
“Brotherhood” and many others 
who think it is merely wearing a 
shirt or putting a sticker on their 
car.  To me it is many things, but 
in reality it is only one….

  If you take a true Phi Delt and 
remove his pin, remove his skin, 
take out his organs, brotherhood 
is that small fire that is left there 
burning inside him. That small 
fire cannot be extinguished, can-
not be contained, and cannot be 
taken away. It is what makes you 

a Brother and you must not for any 
reason let personal feelings ham-
per any decision to help another 
Phi Delt if he is in need.

  I know that there are Phi Delts 
who I could call at any hour and 
ask them, tell them, or demand of 
them anything and they would do 
it without asking any questions. 
That is brotherhood. Sure, there 
are others who are not Phi Delts 
who would do things for me or my 
family were I to ask, and perhaps I 
should be asking them to join.
Some claim that there is a brother-
hood among some guys and a dif-
ferent one among others. Yes, I 
agree there are groups of friends, 
cliques if you wish, that are quick 
to help each other, but I think that 
Phi Delta Kappa has a brotherhood 
that bonds you in a different or ex-
tra way. It is an understanding that 
above all differences of opinion, 
feuds, hurt feelings, and just plain 
old not getting along, you under-
stand that you have a duty to all 
brothers equally. In this day and 
age, we need brotherhood more 
than anything. At some point in 
time, we all need the assistance of 
others. It is a very good feeling 
knowing that I can call on my 
brothers if and when I need.

  We need to continue to light that 
fire in our new Phi Delts and make 
sure that the fire continues to burn 
in our long time members.  Look 
all around you. It doesn’t matter 
what chapter you are in, I am cer-
tain you can come up with exam-
ples of Phi Delts who just don’t get 
it. Don’t give up on them. Keep 
trying to show them the way. We 
need them all. If you have that fire 
burning inside of you, it is your 
duty to keep brotherhood alive.  
What is the Brotherhood to you?  
Until next time
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Beta Eta Easter Party

  On April 23rd Beta Eta had its an-
nual Easter egg hunt and party. For 
the past couple of years, Jacki has 
been doing the parties for the chil-
dren. But this year one of our newest 
member’s spouse has picked up the 
gauntlet and taken over the parties.  
Kala did a wonderful job for her first 
solo party. She had pizza and prizes 
for the children and a little surprise 
for the parents, she rented an Easter 
Bunny costume, then found a willing 
volunteer to wear it. Then she had 
each child’s picture taken with the 
Easter Bunny and gave each parent a 
5 by 7 picture for lasting memories. 

  Finally, the weather co-operated 
just long enough for the Easter egg 
hunt! I think everyone had a great 
time and we are waiting to see how 
Kala will top this party. Halloween 
should be rather interesting! Again I 
would like to thank Kala Parks for 
the party and Nate Sarff aka the 
Easter Bunny.

Chris Parks

Membership Roll as of April 2011

Alpha        14
Beta Beta          9
Beta Eta      212
Beta Nu        52
Delta Nu        59
Fl. Alpha Lambda        49
Fl. Mu        18
Fl. Nu        41
Gamma Lambda      112
Gamma Theta      139
Lambda        42
Miss. Alpha      116
Zeta Eta        36
Total      899
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COMING     EVENTS

Jul.  27  - 30 National Convention, Michigan City, IN Gamma Lambda 

 Standing Events

Every Friday, Dinner, Gamma Theta, Danville, IN

Every 2nd Friday, Bingo & Dinner, Florida Nu, West Palm Beach, FL

Every 3rd Saturday, Dinner, Beta Nu, Kokomo, IN 

Every 3rd Friday, Dinner, Bunko, Florida Mu, Lake Worth, FL

Every Last Friday, Blues Jam, Beta Nu, Kokomo, IN 

We can only put it in the Coming Events if you let us know!! By letting everyone know 

what is happening and when, it allows more members to make plans to attend.

Hello from Cracker Country

By David Rieker

Hello again from Cracker Country. 
Every year, we at Florida Alpha 
Lambda, are favored by a visit 
from Jim Dodd and Sandy. It just 
so happened that on a night that 
Jim was at our club, we were hav-
ing an initiation of two new guys. 
Well, Jim volunteered to be a major 
part of the Degree Team for this 
occasion. And in true Winchester 
form and without touching a Ritual 
Book, Jim recited everything from 
memory. That’s outstanding! Once 
before, at our clubhouse, we’ve 
seen this kind of dedication to Phi 
Delta Kappa and that was when 
Scott Dull visited us from Win-
chester and did the same thing. 
And, the truth is, I know they’re 
not the only ones from Winchester 
or other chapters that can do the 
same thing.

  Mike Kienzle just sponsored a trip 
to the Seminole Indian Casino in 
Tampa and a busload of us went 
over. Everyone seemed to enjoy the 
trip over and back. In true fashion, 
my Mary came out way-ahead. I 
found a 25 cent poker machine that 

I did well enough with. The impor-
tant thing is that we all had an op-
portunity to spread more horse 
feathers (that’s a nice way of saying 
“horse hockey.”) Thanks Mike, for 
a great time!

  The next time you see one of our 
newest Emirs, Brad Smurr, ask him 
who does his hair. Everyone has 
told him how much they admire the 
new look. He’s so self-conscious 
about it that he won’t even look at 
you when you mention it. And I’m 
going to get killed for this!

  Did you hear the story about Sven 
Svenson? Yes, a History teacher 
found out about a neighbor of his, 
up in New York, who is Swedish. 
His name is Sven Svenson and he 
volunteered for duty as a pilot in 
England during WWII. So the 
teacher asked Sven to address the 
class about his experiences. It went 
something like this; “Ya, vell I vas 
join up mit der British R.A.F. in der 
Vorld Vor-II und dey give to me 
von of dos early two-ving Spats 
planes fer shpying on Yerman 
Army. Und so-vun day vile I vas 
shpying, two of dos Yerman fokers 
come at me to shoott me down. So--

I haul as-- I took off und I done a 
loop. Butt dos two Yerman fokers 
done a loop tew und dey vas rite 
behint me!” At this point the 
teacher interrupted and said to the 
class, “please let me explain. The 
German Foker-109 was one of 
Germany’s best Fighter Planes. 
So, go ahead, Sven.” “Ya, it is so, 
said Sven, der Yerman Foker vas 
a goot plane, but des two Yerman 
fokers vas flyin in Messersmitts.”

  So, here’s some fiction and fact 
from the Phi Delt Almanac. A 
study was required to evaluate 
why someone develops an inferi-
ority complex. Since many Phi 
Delts suffered from this Malady 
before joining the club, (isn’t it 
remarkable that we are all cured. 
I’ve never seen so much superior-
ity as when I go to club) a panel 
of us was chosen to do the study. 
Our finding was, “If you put a 
small value on yourself, you can 
be sure the rest of the world will 
not raise your price.” So, be well 
and full of He%$#. Cracker Boy, 
signing off. Dave Rieker.
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ANNOUNCING BETA ETA 

WEBSITE

Jim Byrd – Beta Eta

In May, Beta Eta launched 
their website at the following 
address www.pdkbetaeta.com.   
This website is available to ac-
cess by everyone.  We invite 
you to visit on a regular basis 
and learn what is going on in 
Winchester.  On this site you 
will find news of what is going 
on within the chapter and this 
is updated as it happens.  You 
can see the monthly calendar 
for Beta Eta chapter.  There are 
pictures of what has happened 
and other information.  We 
have implemented a hit counter 
on our site to record the num-
ber of visits and how many 
people are taking advantage of 
our informational site.

We were able to purchase our 
domain name, pay for web 
hosting for a year and the web-
site builder software all for less 
than $150.00.  This can be a 
great communication tool for 
every chapter in our brother-
hood.  If anyone has interest in 
developing a similar site for 
their chapter, feel free to con-
t a c t  m e  a t  j i m -
byrd@email.com.

BETA ETA 

99TH  ANNIVERSARY

By Scott Dull

Beta Eta Chapter held its 99th

Anniversary on April 17th. It 
was a great turnout with about 
105 people in attendance in-
cluding National Master of 
Ceremonies Brian Nelson and 

Candy. We were very honored to 
have our National President Jon 
Handy and Stevie present also. 
The turnout was due to all the hard 
work and effort of Bill and Linda 
Neudecker. Bill and Linda had 
several people help them with 
decorating and a very good pork 
chop and chicken dinner. I can’t 
list everyone, but I would like to 
thank everyone who helped.

  The program was filled with 
many highlights. Our chapter 
President Chris Parks, Vice Pres. 
Jim Byrd, Master of Ceremonies 
Marty Parrot, Treasurer Bill Rob-
bins, Sergeant at Arms Nate Sarff, 
Inner Guard Rob Whitted, Outer 
Guard Shane Simmons as well as 
Trustees: Kenny Collins, Chuck 
Jessup, Pog Shannon, and Jeff 
Woolf, were in attendance. We 
have had an excellent year with the 
leadership of all of these men. It 
was nice to have five new mem-
bers with their wives and guest 
there; we look forward to seeing 
them for many years to come. 
Congratulations to two of our 
brothers who have reached a mile-
stone, Rodney Miller and Will 
Neudecker received their 25-year 
pins. It was nice to have 45-year 
member Jan Keener and 52-year 
member Bob Pugh with us also.  I 
started out the awards by present-
ing Jim Byrd, Kenny Collins, 
Chris Parks and Jeff Woolf with 
the Circle of Excellence Award. 
This award was started back in 
1996 and in recent years has been 
forgotten. I hope that we can get it 
going again and someone in the 
SEC will take hold of it.

  Rob Whitted was given our 
Rookie of the Year Award. Rob 
has been very active cooking, bar-

tending, working on the building 
projects, attends functions and 
being a chapter officer. He has set 
the bar very high and we are 
lucky to have him.

  And for our most prestigious 
award Beta Eta’s Phi Delt of the 
Year. This year it went to Kenny 
Collins.  Kenny has been a major 
asset to our chapter for many 
years. He has been a trustee for 
many years and has made sure 
our building and facilities are in 
good shape. Most notably, the last 
few years he has headed up our 
ballroom floor project and this 
past winter the remodeling of the 
ballroom and kitchen. He has put 
in many hours and it shows in our 
building. Thank you and con-
gratulations Kenny.  The night 
was topped of with Beta Eta 
member John Field’s band St. 
Right.

NOW SOME NATIONAL 
NEWS

  Great news! Our membership 
has grown to 900 members. We 
have 35 new or reinstated mem-
bers since the beginning of De-
cember. As you may or may not 
know, I take care of the magazine 
mailing list and e-mail notifica-
tions. For the fraternity to con-
tinue saving on the magazine, I 
would appreciate it if each chap-
ter would ask new members 
which way they would like to re-
ceive the magazine, either by e-
mail notification or the paper 
copy by mail. Currently, we are 
mailing 660 and 270 are receiving 
e-mail notification. New and cur-
rent members wishing to switch 
from mail to e-mail can simply 
send me a notification at 
sdull13@gmail.com .



BREAKFAST FOR 

SCHOLARSHIPS

Jim Byrd—Beta Eta

This past May, our chapter awarded 
local scholarships for the fourth 
year.  During this period, we have 
awarded over $6500 to at least 16 
students to assist them with their 
continuing education efforts.  We 
can also proudly state that one of 
our scholarship recipients, Brother 
Jerren Fair, is one of our newest Phi 
Delt brothers.

We have raised the funds to support 
these scholarships through an all 
you can eat breakfast.  We have this 
the first Saturday of the month from 
September to May.  We only charge 
$5.00 for all you can eat.  The hours 
are from 7 am to 10 am, even 
though we have experimented with 
some differences. We also offer 
carryout and delivery.  It is nor-
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mally a core of brothers who help out 
each month, but many have assisted 
with this endeavor throughout the 
years.  It is just as important to come 
in and eat and bring others with you 
as it is to help out.  Several brothers 
help out by eating late and staying to 
help clean up.  Not only do we raise 
money for a good cause, we have an 
enjoyable Saturday morning working 
together.

This year our scholarship fund was 
supplemented by a few other contri-
butions.  At our Anniversary party, 
the ladies club contributed to 
$400.00 to the fund. This past year 
we lost two brothers, Ray Fair and 
Larry Winkle . The scholarship fund 
received contributions from both of 
these families through donations that 
were made in lieu of flowers.

The students apply for the scholar-
ships at the high school and indicate 

that they have some affiliation 
with a Beta Eta member.  The 
scholarship committee of Broth-
ers Ron “Coach” Anderson, Jeff 
Woolf, and Jim Byrd review the 
applications and present the se-
lections to the floor.  After ascer-
taining the Beta Eta affiliation, 
the committee then bases the 
award on academic achievement 
and financial need.  The presen-
tation of the scholarships are 
made at the school’s annual 
award presentation by Brother 
Chris Webb, Beta Eta’s public 
relations chairman.

Next year, we are intending to 
move the scholarship breakfast to 
the second Saturday of the month 
to avoid various conflicts.  We 
look forward to continuing this 
tradition long into the future for 
the benefit of our local students 
and a positive endeavor by our 
chapter in our community.



11PHI DELTA KAPPA MAGAZINE

REGISTRATION
105TH NATIONAL CONVENTION

JULY 27-30, 2011

GAMMA LAMBDA CHAPTER

MICHIGAN CITY, INDIANA

Member Name  PNP ( ) Spouse’s Name PNS ( )

Chapter Phone 
Address City State  Zip 
Children (Names & Ages) Adult Guest(s) 
Email Address 

            Grand Total  $________________

EVENT AMOUNT PER PERSON NUMBER AT-
TENDING

TOTAL $

Member Registration $140.00 (Member & Spouse)
$25 Additional if Postmarked after
June 21, 2011
$70.00 Each Single
$15 Additional if Postmarked after
June 21, 2011

Golf Outing
Friday 7/29

Please Indicate if Participating
Pay at Registration

Price TBD

Ladies Luncheon
Thursday 7/28

$25.00

BAR-B-Q @ Chapter 
House
Thursday 7/28

Included in Registration Fee
Guest $10.00
Children 12 and under $5 Each

President’s Ball @ Blue 
Chip Hotel
Friday 7/29

Included in Registration Fee
Guest $25.00

Awards Banquet@ Blue 
Chip Hotel
Saturday 7/30

Included in Registration Fee
Guest $45.00

Fish Fry @ Chapter 
House
Friday 7/29

Included in Registration Fee
Guest $12.00
Children 12 and under $6 Each

Please mail your Registration Form & Payment to:
Convention Committee
Phi Delta Kappa Fraternity
P.O. Box 455
Michigan City, IN ,46360

Hotel:  Blue Chip Hotel and Casino
2 Easy Street
Michigan City, I. 46360
219-879-7711
Reserve Rooms by July 6
Room rates:  Blue Chip Tower : $119 / night + tax
                     Spa Blue Tower:     $149 / night + tax
Please indicate Phi Delta Kappa Convention

Make Checks Payable to 
Phi Delta Kappa Convention Committee                                 
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What are you:
 a Member or Brother?

By Bruce Smith –Beta Nu

It has taken me several years to 
become comfortable that Phi 
Delta Kappa is made up of basi-
cally two types of men.  There 
are brothers and there are mem-
bers.  

  Members pay their dues and 
rightfully expect something in 
return.  Brothers also pay their 
dues and tend to make sure that 
the members and other brothers 
get what they expect.  If the 
members are not taken care of 
to their liking, they may quit or 
make it a pain to chase them 
down to get their dues paid.  
  
  Brothers keep the house clean 
and in repair.  Brothers attend 
business meetings, socials, and 
help with fundraisers and other 
special events.  Members drink 
for cheap and expect everything 
to work perfectly.  Brothers take 
care of the outside grounds.  
Members use the parking lot.  
Brothers try and figure out the 
best way to have the Fraternity 
survive and thrive.  Members 
think that by paying their dues 
they are doing exactly what is 
needed to make the fraternity 
survive and thrive.  Brothers 
will argue over certain points 
and eventually come to some 
form of agreement.  Members 
trust that all is well as long as 
their dues are paid.   Brothers 
will meet outside of the normal 
scope of Phi Delta Kappa 
planned activities.  Brothers 
will be there to pick you up 
when you are down.  They will 
also be there to help you cele-

brate small or great victories in 
life.  Brothers are genuinely glad 
to see you and will spend time 
finding out the latest happenings in 
your life.  Brothers know who their 
officers are and respect the chairs 
at the local and National level.  
Members may not even know who 
the local officers are and I would 
venture to say most may not even 
know or even care who the Na-
tional Officers are.   Members 
want what they want and Brothers 
want what is best for the whole of 
Phi Delta Kappa.  Brothers, even 
when they disagree, will swallow 
hard to do what the rest think is the 
right thing to do for the greater 
Fraternity.  

  I have no idea what members do 
in this instance.  I am proud to say 
that I am a BROTHER in PHI 
DELTA KAPPA and not just a 
member.  But hey, if you just want 
to be a member, I am fine with 
that.  Maybe someday you will 
wish to become a Brother; I just 
hope you make that choice sooner 
than later.   Although putting in 
your obituary that you were a 
member of Phi Delta Kappa is a 
nice thing.  I personally want mine 
to say that I was Brother in the 
Fraternity.  I really truly appreciate 
all my Brothers and all the mem-
bers of Phi Delta Kappa.  Like I 
said in the first sentence, I am 
comfortable with both types of 
men in the Fraternity.   I doubt any 
members read this article, but the 
brothers will and nod their collec-
tive heads. Hug a member and see 
if they would rather be a brother!

Editor’s NOTES

The following three articles are 

a series of dialog  that center on 

two very important concepts

:  the purpose of the magazine 

as a voice of the fraternity and 

it principles and the second is 

the idea that the Editor has the 

responsibility to determine 

what is suitable material for 

print in the magazine and has 

the authority to not print an 

article in the magazine.  

To satisfy the writer, The maga-

zine will print these articles to 

give you the reader the oppor-

tunity to clearly arrive at your 

own conclusion on these topics 

and as the writer has suggested 

to let things fall where they fall. 

   The Position of Editor is 

loosely defined by the Board of 

Trustees and it is most likely 

something that should be dis-

cussed at the National Conven-

tion to clarify what are the de-

fined responsibilities of the Edi-

tor of this Magazine.

This is not the first article that 

has been rejected by the edito-

rial committee.  In each case, I 

have always consulted the Na-

tional President, Secretary of 

the Fraternity and the Chair-

man of the   Board of Trustees.  

In each case, the editorial con-

sensus was that the material 

was not suitable for print in  the 

magazine.  

So readers, read with an open 

mind and consider each of the 

articles as unedited and printed 

as written.  Thank You.
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Subject: EMIRS??? 

by Jerry Johnson

What is an Emir?  It has taken 
almost a year for me to write 
this, but I feel it is neces-
sary.  As someone who has 
been around or involved with 
P D K  f o r  t h i r y - f i v e 
years,through my father, I must 
say the event of last years Emir 
induction is and was an affront 
to myself and family, numerous 
other memmbers, as well as the 
"TRUE" definition of an 
Emir.  My feeling, and I am not 
alone,that last years awards 
smacks of patronage and pay-
backs.  An Emir is supposed to 
be about a" lifetime" of work
and or service, not an office 
achieved! Some of you may 
take this the wrong way, 
but the facts speak for them-
slves.  To wit.  Every new Emir 
was either a board member or a 
part of the SEC.  These same 
individuals, who profess broth-
erhood,knew of the effort to re-
move me from office.  Not one 
word was said tome or half of 
the sitting SEC, Jon Handy , 
included.  Brotherhood?  I do 
not recall any communication 
from our new Emirs.  One had 
his chapter closed. Wor-
thy?  Another had his own per-
sonally backed "friend" on the 
SEC, who embezzeled "our" 
money is now an Emir?  Once 
again what is an Emir?  While 
my family and I appreciate the 
honor bestowed upon my father, 
Wendell Johnson, the callous-
ness exhibited by Mr. Gunn and 
his cohorts was and is still rep-
rehensible.  If your new Emirs 
had been more open and truth-
ful,my mother and I would have 

respect for your dad and his work 
for the Fraternity.  He was always 
open and honest with me and I tried 
to be the same with him as well as 
you.  We did not always see eye to 
eye but we did respect each others 
opinions.   4.  Their are always go-
ing to be people who think that they 
are PDK and speak for the rest of 
the fraternity.  Many of them are 
old school and have not changed 
with the times.  We need to remem-
ber our vows to have patience for 
peoples short comings and errors in 
judgments.  5. As an Emir, I am 
proud to have been selected for the 
title and I hope you feel that I have 
met the criteria to merit the selec-
tion.  If not, I would like to say I am 
sorry you feel that way.  I have 
tried to treat all Phi Delts as equals 
and respect them as I would desire 
to be respected.  Our fraternity is 
only as strong as the body which 
makes us one body of brothers.  I 
agree that the leadership may not 
have been as strong as it should be, 
but as you pointed out we have had 
problems getting people to run for 
office.  I hope that sending this in 
was a way to vent some frustration 
and get someone to listen to your 
point of view.  However, I also 
hope that you can accept my posi-
tion on your article and we can 
move on from here.  The magazine 
needs to promote the fraternity and 
not drag it down.  Please contact me 
if you wish to discuss further either 
via email or call me at home.  Also 
I apologize for not getting back to 
you sooner but I wanted to think 
about this before responding.

EDITOR’S Response

Jerry: I have received your arti-
cle that was from earlier this 
year. As editor, I have reviewed 
your article and found the arti-
cle to be not suitable for print. If 
you wish to rewrite it and resub-
mit, I am open to getting it re-
viewed if submitted.  Here are 
the parts that I have issues 
with.  1. The date of your origi-
nal article was back in May, is 
this still relevant in Jan. of 
2011?  2. While you may not 
agree with the selections by the 
Past National President, it is 
their choice and not that of the 
body of the Fraternity.  I agree 
with your point that all selec-
tions were former SEC member 
and it appears that it would sug-
gest  favorit ism towards 
PNP's.  I would also agree that 
in some cases the term lifetime 
of work may be a very short 
lifetime.   3.  As far as your fa-
thers situation, I had nothing but 

not went to the expense to have 
him transported to this cha-
rade.  Once again Brother-
hood"?  For the uninformed, one 
should read the pamplet written 
by PNP Tony Guido, from 
1984.  Start at pages 39 thru 
41.  It will explain my feelings as 
well as others.  It seems certain 
brothers have "brotherhood only 
when it fits their needs.  We have 
enough problems filling of-
fices.  If you do not want some-
one,stop them early, dont wait 
five years!  When was our last 
"strong president?  One who did 
not just go through the mo-
tions!  A TRUE PHI DELT.



Subject: CENSORSHIP

by Jerry Johnson

Last year,before convention,I made 
a mistake in Mr. Sumpter's e-mail 
address. the point of my article at 
that time was the number of 
"Emirs" that were presented at the 
previous convention.  By my mis-
take, it was not published before the 
convention in Odessa.  I felt in my 
letter that I spoke not only for my-
self, but a number of other Phi 
Delts.But Mr. Sumpter thought dif-
ferent in what was written.  In 
short ,I feel I was censored.  

I feel OUR editor,s response was 
condescending and represented 
"his" feelings of why I wrote my 
letter.  National Auditor, Sam 
Agresti, took both my letter and his 
response ,and proceeded to have 
PNP Tim Musser, read it aloud at 
River Ranch.  From all indications 
it was received in a constructive 
manner. I feel that our editor should 
print both letters before convention, 
and let the chips fall where the 
may.

You want more letters. PDK wants 
input.  Well if we are not allowed to 
express differences of opinion re-
gardless of our editor's , personal 
feelings as "our" editor of "our" 
magazine, this I feel of great con-
cern.  My articles from my time on 
the SEC are in the archives.  Read 
them.  Then you will understand 
my position better.  If you do not 
toe the company line you are out of 
line.  You want articles and input, 
let us debate "our" issues!

Respectfully, Jerry Johnson FL MU
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Who We Are
PHI DELTA KAPPA FRATERNITY, INC.

Founded in Marion, IN
June 7, 1902

A Brotherhood of Business and Professional Men,
Conceived in Fellowship, Based on Ethics

And Faith in The Supreme Being, and Dedicated 
To Preservation and Perpetuation of

The American Way of Life.

Founded By:
Ray L. Neal

George B. Nottingham
Loftis T. Jones
James L. Reed
Paul R. Martin
Louis Elliott

Zach C. Sanderson

The Objectives of Phi Delta Kappa

To Promote fellowship among men.  To encourage and foster high 
ethical standards for its members, and the strict application of true 
fraternal spirit and loyalty among its members. The protection and 
perpetuation of the Constitution of the United States of America, as 
the means of guaranteeing and fostering the ideals of the American 
Way of Life and the right to free enterprise.
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 BETA ETA

 CHAPTER

Winchester, Indiana

is Proud to Nominate and Support

Brother Craig Brutout

For the office of

NATIONAL  PRESIDENT

Thank You 

Gamma Lambda Chapter

For Hosting the

105th  National Convention
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BETA NU CHAPTER

KOKOMO, INDIANA 
IS PROUD TO NOMINATE AND SUPPORT

BROTHER BRIAN NELSON
For The Office of

NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT

FLORIDA MU CHAPTER

LAKE WORTH, FLORIDA 
IS PROUD TO NOMINATE AND SUPPORT

BROTHER SAM AGRESTI

For the office of

NATIONAL MASTER OF CEREMONIES
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MISSISSIPPI ALPHA CHAPTER

MERIDIAN, MISSISSIPPI 
IS PROUD TO NOMINATE AND SUPPORT

BROTHER JIMMY BATEMAN
For

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS

PHI DELTA KAPPA FRATERNITY
IS LOOKING FOR A BROTHER 

For The Office of

NATIONAL OUTER GUARD
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 BETA ETA

 CHAPTER

Winchester, Indiana

is Proud to Nominate and Support

Brother Chris Parks

For the office of

AUDITOR

Thank You 

Gamma Lambda Chapter

For Hosting the

105th  National Convention



BETA ETA CHAPTER
WINCHESTER, INDIANA

IS PROUD TO NOMINATE AND SUPPORT

BROTHER JEFF WOOLF
FOR THE OFFICE OF

NATIONAL INNER GUARD

THANK YOU 

GAMMA LAMBDA

FOR HOSTING THE

105th NATIONAL CONVENTION
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(RA) WABASH, IN - Beta Beta (1911)

President-John Lehner, 1205 N Wabash St, Wabash, 
IN 46992 Tel:(260)563-1232
Secretary-

Club Rooms-242 S Huntington St, Wabash, IN 
46992 (Meets Tue 7 PM)
Coordinator-Jon Handy

(RA) WEST PALM BEACH FL - Florida Nu (1971)

President-Michael Caracciola, 4065 Gulfstream Road, 
Lake Worth, FL 334761, Tel ()
Secretary-Scott Williamson, 7799 Ashwood Ln., Lake 
Worth, FL 33467, Tel(561)642-0434
Club Rooms-Mailing to: PO Box 5627, Lake Worth, 
FL 33466 Tel:(561)969-2306 (Meets Wed. 8:15 PM)
PNP-Lewis McKay, 8240 S Virginia Ave, Lake Park, 
FL 33418 Tel:(561)626-7268
PNP-James Cressman, 19 W Pinetree Ave, Lake 
Worth, FL 33467 Tel:(561)968-6939
PNP-Earl N. Hager, 4850 Jeffery Ave., West Palm 
Beach, Fl 33407 Tel:(561)844-0344
PNP-Keith “Stretch” Orr 6110 Honeywood Way, Lake 
Worth, Fl 33463 Tel:(561)965-2597
PNP-Bill Davis 1441 W. Trammell St., Lake Worth, Fl 
33460 Tel:(561)547-2167
Coordinator-Sam Agresti

WINCHESTER, IN - Beta Eta (1912)

President-Chris Parks 206 N. Main Street , Farmland, 
IN 47340 Tel:(765)433-3367
Secretary-Robert Horner, 1794 S Old Hwy 27, 
Winchester, IN 47394 Tel:(765)584-8074
Club Rooms-847 N. Residence Street Tel:(765)584-
7461 (Meets Tue 8 PM)
PNP-James Dodd, 532 E Washington St, Winchester, 
IN 47394 Tel:(765)584-3050
PNP-Scott Dull, 1136 N. Old Hwy 27, Winchester, IN 
47394 Tel:(765)584-7162
PNP-Harold Wall, 481 Crawford Rd., Waynesville, 
N.C. 28785  Tel: (828)627-1455
PNP-Lloyd “Butch” Marshall, 5001 W. Connie Dr., 
Muncie, IN. 47304  Tel: (765)289-3626
Coordinator – Brian Nelson

(RA) PLYMOUTH, IN - Delta Nu (1924)

President-Steve Keiser, 11350 Crocus Ct, Plymouth, 
In. 46563 Te(574)930-6288
Secretary-Tom Black, 110 W. Adams St. Plymouth, 
In. 46563 Tel:(574)936-5898
Club Rooms- 1300 W Harrison St,(Mail to: PO Box 
111) Plymouth, IN 46563 Tel:(574)936-2983 (Meets 
2nd and 4th Mon 8:30 PM other Mondays are socials)
PNP-Don Terruso, 111 E. Shalley Dr, Plymouth, IN 
46563 Tel:(574)936-8074
Coordinator-Chris Parks

(RA) PERU, IN - Lambda (1907)

President-Nick Moss, 166 1/2 E. 5th,  Peru, IN 
46970 Tel:(765)863-0411
Secretary Ed Childs, 522 W. 6th,
  Peru, IN 46970 Tel:(765)860-2240
Club Rooms-71 W Third St, Peru, IN 46970 Tel:
(765)473-3038 (Meets Mon 7 PM)

Coordinator– Brian Nelson

 DANVILLE, IN - Gamma Theta (1920)

President– Bill Eddy, 302 Cook Ave., Danville, IN 
46122 Tel:(317) 371-6594
Secretary-Jim Woodrum, 103 Old North Salem Rd., 
Danville, IN 46122 Tel:(317)745-5683
Club Rooms-802 Phi Delta Kappa Drive, Danville, 
IN 46122 Tel: (317)745-9174 (Meets 2nd and 4th 
Monday 7:00 PM)
PNP-Anthony Guido, 4702 Oak Forrest Dr., 
Hattiesburg, MS 39402  Tel: (601)268-1022
PNP-Devin Reid, 501 Apple Street, Danville, IN 
46122,  Tel: (317)745-6719
Coordinator-Craig Brutout

(RA) KOKOMO, IN - Beta Nu (1913)

President-Bruce Smith, 3935 E 100 N, Kokomo, IN 
46901  Tel: (765) 457-5749
Secretary– Bing Taylor 900 Woodcliff Dr., Kokomo, 
IN 46901 Tel: (765) 459-4909
Club Rooms-2401 Saratoga, Kokomo, IN 46902 Tel:
(765)454-0602 (Meets Each Mon 7 PM)
PNP-Dave Holloway 3388 E Channel Dr., Macy, 
IN46951 Tel: (754)382-3697
PNP-Edward Meadows, 3676 S 500 E, Kokomo, IN 
46902 Tel:(765)453-3436
PNP - Gregory Sumpter, 8194 E 100 N, Greentown, 
IN 46936  Tel:(765)628-3519
PNP - Jim Myers, 28 Alta Lane, Kokomo, IN 46902  
Tel:(765)455-3110

Coordinator-Craig Brutout

(RA) LAKE WORTH, FL - Florida Mu (1964)

President– Sam Agresti, 144 Woodlake Circle., 
Greenacres, FL 33463  Tel:(561)965-7390 
Secretary-Jim Clark Jr. 1000 Salmon Isle,
Greenacres, FL 33413-3018, Tel:(561)254-0915
Club Rooms– 4700 Brentwood Boulevard, Lantana, 
FL 33467 Tel:(561)969-6885 (Every Mon. 8 PM)
PNP-Danny Blake 3646 Victoria Dr., West Palm 
Beach, FL 33406 Tel:(561)964-1074
Coordinator-

(RA) LaPORTE, IN - Zeta Eta (1935)

President-Duane Fritzen, 1311 "A" St, LaPorte, IN 
46350 Tel:(219)362-8217
Secretary-Dan Wing, 500 East Wayne Dr., LaPorte,
IN 46350  Tel:(219)393-3918
Club Rooms-McClung Rd, Mail to: PO Box 135, 
LaPorte, IN 46350 Tel:(219)362-8217 (Meets 2nd 
and 4th Mon 7:30 PM)
PNP-Bernard Geisler, 407 "I" St, LaPorte, IN 46350 
Tel:(219)362-9638
Coordinator– Brian Nelson / Chris Parks

MERIDIAN, MS - Miss. Alpha (1936)

President-Andrew Bateman,  11318 Julius Tucker 
Memorial Dr., Collins, MS 39325  Tel: (601)626-8509
Secretary-James Cottles, 4218 3rd Ave., Meridian, MS 
39305 Tel:(601) 653-5398
Club Rooms-Mail to: PO Box 2006, Meridian MS 
39301 Tel:(601)483-9953 (Meets 1st Thursday ea. 
month 6:30 PM Ritual Meeting 3rd Thursday ea. 
Month 6:30 PM ) 
Coordinator –Jon Handy / Craig Brutout

MICHIGAN CITY, IN - Gamma Lambda (1922)

President-Dan Cole, 110 Gardena Street
Michigan City, IN 46360 Tel: (219)221-0440

Secretary– Rick Voss 501 Garrettson, Michigan 
City, IN 46360 Tel. (219) 879-2110
Club Rooms-Alfred and Eddy Sts. Mail to: PO Box 
455, Michigan City, IN 46360 Tel:(219)874-8573 
(Meets Each Mon 7 PM)
PNP-James Grott, 428 Belinda Drive, Alamo, TX 
78516 Tel:(956)781-7045
Coordinator-Jon Handy

CHAPTER DIRECTORY & SUPERVISION
(Initials "RA" indicate belonging to the Phi Delta Kappa Relief Association)

(Numbers after chapter indicates year of installation)

(RA)  TAMPA, FL - Florida Alpha Lambda (2000)

President - Brad Peterson, 10510 Echo Lake Drive, 
Odessa, FL 33556-2112  Tel:(727)-809-4473
Secretary – Jimmy Meier, 617 Lightsey Lane, Lutz, FL 
33548 Tel (813)-309-0500
Club Rooms- Mail to: 11301 Phi Delta Way, Odessa, 
FL 33556-3474 (Meets Wed. 7:30PM) Tel:(727)375-
9732
PNP-Homer Wolf, 1206 Explorer Ct, Tampa, FL 33615 
Tel:(813)885-6821
PNP-Richard Dakin, 4001 Fawn Cir., Tampa, FL 33610 
Tel:(813)626-6853
PNP-David Rieker, 2621 Lamplighter Dr., New Port 
Richey, FL 33655  Tel: (727)375-9195
PNP-Tim Musser, 3302 Corona St., Tampa, FL 33629  
Tel: (813)404-4622

PNP-George Taylor, 2854 Mingo Dr., Land O 
Lakes, FL 34638    Tel: (813)792-1107

Coordinator-Jimmy Bateman / Sam Agresti

ΦΔΚ

(RA) MARION, IN - Alpha (1921)

President-Gilbert Foudray, 4691 E 550 N , Marion 
IN 46952 Tel:(765)669-4574
Secretary-Earl Landrum, 831 W. Manor Dr., 
Marion, IN 46952 Tel:(765)668-7070
PNP-Earl Landrum, 831 W. Manor Dr., Marion, IN 
46952 Tel:(765)668-7070
Coordinator-Jon Handy


