
1800 East 2nd Avenue   

Durango, Co. 81301 

ST. COLUMBA 

Catholic 

Parish  

Re gular Mas s  Sch e dule  

 

Tue sday - Friday 7:30am  
 

Saturday 5:00pm  
Sun day 9:00am & 11:30am  

5:30pm at Vallecito Resort  

Re co n ciliatio n  Saturday 4:00pm and by appointment.  

 
Co m m un io n  for the sick or homebound may be requested by 
calling the parish office.  

 
Be co m in g a Catho lic: the  Rite  o f Chris tian  In itiatio n  

fo r Adults  (RCIA)  is for adults who have never been baptized 
or are from another Christian faith tradition.   
Contact J udy Sturdevant 

 
Pre paratio n  fo r Baptism , 1s t Co m m un io n , 

Co n firm atio n , 1s t Re co n ciliatio n  an d Marriage  requires 

regular participation in Sunday Mass, registered in the parish 
for a minimum of six months, and participation in preparation 

gatherings. Contact the parish office for information. 
 
Marriage  preparation requires a minimum of nine months 

before the wedding. Contact Fr. Kevin F. Novack. 
 
Ne w  Parish io n e rs  If you would like to become a  

St. Columba parishioner simply fill out a registration form, 
found in the vestibule of the church, on the website, or from 

the parish office. 

Parish  Staff  

Pastor: Fr. Kevin F. Novack  
Deacon Stephen J ohnson 
Liturgy: J udy Sturdevant 

Business Manager: Kelly Gessel 
Secretary: Cathy Cray  

Principal: Kevin Chick ........................….  247-5527  
School Secretary: Heidi Martinez 
Preschool Director: Denise Fox………….... 247-9110   

Maintenance: Dan MacVeigh  
Maintenance: Fabian Mendez  
Parish  Office  H o urs  Mo n day 12:30-4:00pm 

Tue s day-Friday 8:00am to 12:00  Noon  
and 12:30  to 4:00pm  

247-0044  Fax: 385-5737  
E-mail: parishoffice@stcolumbacatholic.org  
Website: www.stcolumbacatholic.org  

Facebook: stcolumbachurchdurango 
Scho o l 1801 East Third Ave., Durango, CO 81301   
247-5527 Fax: 382-9355  

E-mail: office@stcolumbaschooldurango.org  
Website: www.stcolumbaschooldurango.org  

Jo in  us  Mo n day at 7:30 am   

fo r Mo rn in g Praye r 

 

an d Tue s day th ro ugh  Friday 

at 7:15am  fo r Mo rn in g Praye r  

be fo re  m o rn in g Mass  at 7:3 0 am  

in  the  church  

We are a Eucharist-centered 
community called to enable, 

strengthen, and encourage each other 
to live out our vocation as  

the Body of Christ. 

Fifth Century Mosaic  

at the Church of the Multiplication of Loaves and Fishes 

Tabgha, Israel 



Pray fo r the  s ick o f o ur parish : 

Fo r th e  s ick & in jure d: Clarence Abeyta, Rose Archuletta, Barbara Ealick, Genevieve Larson, J ames Mead, 
Margaret Ann Merry, Therese Michels, and Chapman Sanford 
Fo r o ur fam ily an d frie n ds : Erin Casey and J o Weger   

Fo r th o s e  grie vin g th e  lo s s  o f: Carlene Finlay  and J ohn J erome (J eff) Morrissey 
Fo r o ur tro o ps : Michael Abeyta-Griego, PJ  Abeyta, Adam Beach, Brian Beach, Bert Close,  

DJ  Cummins, Ben Fiala, Kraig J ones, AJ  Meiers, Matthew Petersen, Chuck Sauvage,  
Hunter Schlemeyer and Luke Wood  

Faith in ACTION 

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time—July 26, 2015 

Worship Commission 

Sunday Evening Mass is celebrated at  Vallecito Resort  (13030 CR 501, Bayfield)  for the 
summer months at  5: 30pm. All are welcome to at tend.  I f you are a liturgical m inister and 
intend to com e to this Mass, contact  Judy (247-0044)  if you would like to help. 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
The story of the Mult iplicat ion of the Loaves and Fishes occurs six t im es in the four gospels 
(Mat thew and Mark have two stories each) .  I t  is one of those powerfully significant  events 
that  m ust  have captured the imaginat ion and the hearts of the early Christ ian com m unity 
and became an important  paradigm for their own Eucharist ic celebrat ions and their 
understanding of what  it  m eans to be followers of Jesus.  A large crowd, a shortage of 
resources, and the desire to be free of the responsibilit y of others, lead the disciples to want  
to avoid the potent ial problem .  They seek to go around it ,  and Jesus wants them  to go 
r ight  into the m ess, with a profound t rust  in the providence of God.  The fear of scarcity of 

resources often leads us to want  to avoid the issues.  How can we possibly be concerned about  the serious 
social issues that  face our world, or even the st ruggles of our neighbors?  Such issues are too big for us, too 
complicated, and too deeply embedded in the very st ructure of things.  And yet , the Christ ian has to be 
confident  in what  God can do with what  lit t le m ay be brought  forward.  Our resources m ight  seem  
insignificant  in the light  of the scope of the problem s, but  in the act  of ent rust ing them , put t ing them  into 
the hands of Jesus, we believe that  som ething great  can happen.  Did the boy with the five barley loaves 
and two fishes offer them  to Jesus, or did the disciples discover him  with his lunch, and coerce him  to give it  
over?  I  like to think that  a small person with small resources made an enormously important  gesture and 
did not  hold back, and because of one small act  of generosity, a mult itude was fed.  I  believe that  such 
m iracles happen today through the power of Christ .  We are challenged to be generous and courageous 
enough to let  go of what  is precious to us and offer it  to God.  I n that  way, we too can feed a m ult itude. 
We cont inue to know him  in the breaking of the bread. 
 

Community Life Commission 

W elcom e new  Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Com m union and those being recom m issioned. 
On Sunday August  2, at  the 9: 00am  Mass we will com m ission and recom m ission the following people into 
this liturgical m inist ry. We thank them for their willingness to serve our parish fam ily or within the jail 
m inist ry or sick and hom ebound:  Kathy Huber, Mary Mullen, Janet  DeFratus, Mart i Genge, Geri Weber, Rod 
Weber, Pat  Petersen and Paul Petersen. 

Friday, August  7  ( 4 :3 0  to 6 :3 0 pm )  the church w ill be open for prayer and adorat ion. 
Each hour will have reflect ive music for a brief t ime. At  6: 00 we will have evening prayer from the Liturgy of 
the Hours and conclude with Benedict ion. Please join us at  any t im e during these 2 hours, stay as long as 
you can. We are asked to “pray without  ceasing” . We must  hope and t rust  in the power of prayer and t im e 
spent  with Our Lord, our savior, and the giver of all gifts!    



Faith Formation Commission 

Silent  Meadow s, A Place of Prayer  offers Spir itual Day Ret reats for adults. 
Prayerfulness, the Parable of the Sow er: Saturday, August  1 : Reflect ing on ways we can nurture the 
soil of our hearts through the word of God, accept ing the generosity of God’s seeds of grace. 
$40.00 fee includes breakfast  and lunch. To register contact  Mary Ann (759-2833) . More info is available on 
the website (www.silentmeadowsret reat .com ) .  

Bill Pearce St . Colum ba Adopt - a- Student  
Golf Fundraiser 

Sunday, August  1 6  Tee Tim es 1 1 :0 0 am —1 :0 0 pm  
Contact  Hillcrest  Golf Club to Register  ( 2 4 7 - 1 4 9 9 )  

Join us for an afternoon with fam ily, fr iends, and com m unity to com e together and 
enjoy an afternoon of golf, food, pr izes, and fellowship on behalf of students who 

at tend St . Columba School.  
Fees: Hillcrest  Member—$65.00 /  Non-Member—$90.00 

( I ncludes greens fee, cart  fee, lunch, pr izes, and a donat ion to the Adopt -a-Student  Foundat ion)  
For more informat ion contact  Doris Pearce (247-3567, Gary Pearce (928-821-3080)   

Or Kevin Chick (247-5527) . 

Outreach Commission 

The five Sunday Gospels of July 26 – August  23, 2015 are a cont inual reading of Jesus’ teaching on the 
Bread of Life from  chapter 6 of John’s Gospel.  This discourse ( ‘teaching’)  provides us the opportunity to 
explore the meaning of the Eucharist  in a much m ore focused way.  On the five Wednesday evenings 
preceding these Sundays, as a part  of Scripture study, I  would like to offer to our parishioners a more  
in-depth presentat ion of what  the Eucharist  means in our Catholic t radit ion.  Eucharist  is the heart  of our 
lives, but  most  Catholics are unfam iliar with the wealth of it s t rue significance and meaning.  I  hope you will 
put  aside these five Wednesday evenings to come to a greater understanding and appreciat ion of this ‘Gift  of 
God’, beginning July 2 2  (6: 30 – 8: 30pm) .   During these five weeks, Friday morning Scripture Study, “ I t ’s 
Greek To Me,”  will not  be held so as to make the most  of our Wednesday evening sessions.      - -  Fr. Kevin 
 

W ednesday July 2 9  readings: John 6 :2 4 - 3 5  Exodus 1 6 :2 - 4 ,1 2 - 1 5  Ephesians 4 :1 7 ,2 0 - 2 4  

Bread of life: Eucharist! Our life! 

Do you want  to know about  the Catholic faith? Do you (or som eone you know)  desire or feel called to 
become Catholic? 
Com e to an inform at ion session, quest ions and answers, regarding the process of catechesis and the journey 
into our faith on Saturday, August  1 5  (9: 00-10: 30am )  in the parish center. Share with others your desire 
to know Jesus through scripture and the Catholic Church.  

RCIA: Rite of Christion Initiation for Adults 

Inquiry 

Help us to keep our parish 
address book current :  with 
everything from  em ail 
addresses to cell phones 
changing frequent ly, we 
appreciate your assistance. I f 
you have recent ly changed any 
of the following inform at ion, 

already in our data system , telephone Cathy, church 
secretary (247-0044) , em ail us at  
parishoffice@stcolum bacatholic.org 
or log onto our website (www.stcolumbacatholic.org) , click 
on the “Parishioner Update Form ”   link and update your 
inform at ion. Thank you!  

Registered Parishioner Data Update 
 
Name:  _____________________________________ 
 
Address:  ____________________________________ 
 

Email Address:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Does St . Colum ba have your em ail address? 

W e have been not ifying parishioners of 

different  happenings through em ail. I f  you 

haven’t  received an em ail m essage, call the 

church office and have Cathy add your em ail 

address to our database.  



Parish  calendar 

W ednesday 2 9  
 6 :3 0 pm  Bread of Life Discourse 
Thursday 3 0  
 6: 00am  That  Man is You 
 6: 30pm Leadership Forum 
Saturday 1  
 4: 00pm Reconciliat ion  

Sunday 2  
 5 :3 0 pm  Evening Mass at  Vallecito Resort  

Mass Intentions 

2 7  Monday 7 :3 0 am   
Morning Prayer 
2 8  Tuesday 7 :3 0 am    
+  John Carroll rq William  Carroll 
2 9  W ednesday 7 :3 0 am   Saint  Martha 

 
1 2 :0 0  Mercy Regional Medical Center Chapel 
+  Fury and Alvene Dalla rq Theresa Marcum 
3 0  Thursday 7 :3 0 am  Saint  Peter Chrysologus 

 
3 1  Friday 7 :3 0 am  Saint  I gnat ius of Loyola 

 
1  Saturday 5 :0 0 pm  Saint  Alphonsus Liguori 

Richard Gallavan rq Ward and Rita Lee 
2  Sunday 9 :0 0 am  1 8 th Sunday in OT 
Parishioners 
1 1 :3 0 am  
+  Leslie Blohm rq Beverly Lopez 
+  Mae Dalla Rq Beverly Lopez 
5 :3 0  pm  Vallecito Resort  
+  Fury and Alvene Dalla rq Theresa Marcum 

Monday 2 7 : Exodus 32: 15-24,30-34 
Mat thew 13: 31-35 
Tuesday 2 8 : Exodus 33: 7-11; 34: 5b-9,28  
Mat thew 13: 36-43 
W ednesday 2 9 : Exodus 34: 29-35 Luke 10: 38-42 
Thursday 3 0 : Exodus 40: 16-21,34-38 
Mat thew 13: 47-53 
Friday 3 1 : Levit icus 23: 1,4-11,15-16,27,34b-37 
Mat thew 13: 54-58 
Saturday 1 / Sunday 2 : Exodus 16: 2-4,12-15 
Ephesians 4: 17,20-24 John 6: 24-35 

Readings for THE WEEK 

Every man shall give as he is able, according to 
the blessing of the LORD your God which he has 

given you.            Deuteronom y 16: 17 

 
July 1 9  Offertory: $ 7 ,8 9 3 .5 7  
* includes elect ronic donat ions 

through July 17 
 

www.stcolumbacatholic.org  
to share your offertory gift  elect ronically:   

click the donat ion but ton 

Stewardship 

Advertiser of THE WEEK 

I f you are t raveling, and would like to 
m ake an offertory donat ion to  
St . Columba, you are invited to consider 
the convenience and safety of elect ronic 
giving.  Donat ions m ay be made direct ly 
from  an individual bank account  or VI SA/
MasterCard, as determ ined by the donor.  Visit  the 
parish website (www.stcolumbacatholic.org, click the 
“Online Giving”  but ton)  or telephone the parish office  
(247-0044) .   

Electronic offertory giving 

We current ly have an urgent  need for  m ore 
volunteers including a cr it ical need for  the 
m onth of August  when there are no volunteers 
scheduled. Just  an hour or two for four weeks, in a 
team of two, will f ill the need for August . Days and 
t imes are flexible. Dut ies include light  dust ing, 
replacing vot ive candles, cleaning liturgical candle 
followers.  This m inist ry provides a special t ime for 
volunteers to enjoy private moments of reflect ion. 
For a complete list  of tasks and more informat ion, 
contact  Myriam  Palmer   
(375-0804 or m harp4@bresnan.net ) .  

Altar Cleaners appeal 



The foundat ional call of Christ ians to charity is a frequent  them e of the Gospels. St  Colum ba Parish takes this 
to heart  and shares 10%  of our annual parish envelope offer ings in out reach to others as a way of sharing 
God’s uncondit ional love. The allocat ion of funds to local, regional, nat ional, and internat ional needs is con-
sidered prayerfully each quarter and as necessary by the Life Team . The Life Team 's purpose is to integrate 
Catholic social m ission into every aspect  of parish life. I f you would be interested in knowing more about  the" 
t ithing fund" and the Life Team please contact  Donna Rheault  (259-6711) . 
June donat ions approved by Parish Council:  
1. $1,000 for Special Olympics Colorado 
2. $2,000 for Disabled Veterans Council to go toward purchase of a new van 
3. $500 Durango Alzheimers Associat ion 
4. $1,350 Minist ry against  the Death Penalty 
5. $1,350 Engineers without  Borders for water projects 

Parish Tithing 

I n addit ion to periodic let ters sent  direct ly to parishioner homes, St . Columba Parish works to reach 
parishioners with current  inform at ion through a variety of com m unicat ion sources:  
The w eekly bullet in provides informat ion to assist  parishioners in navigat ing the com ing weeks.   
The w ebsite (www.stcolumbacatholic.org)  has expanded informat ion to inform  and educate, with links to 
valuable Catholic resources.  
The Facebook page (St . Colum ba Parish Durango)  provides frequent  rem inder announcements 
about  upcom ing events, pictures and news updates. 
The school w ebsite (stcolum baschooldurango)  features current  news. 
Parish mem bers are encouraged to access each of these out lets to expand their knowledge of and 
engagement  in the life of the parish.    

Be informed: Access to information 




