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From the Directors’ Chair 

 

Since July was such a 
hot month, I really 
thought it might lighten 
up a little in August – but so far 
Mother Nature has proved me 

wrong. I am surely getting tired of these days with 
over 100 degree temperatures as it is affecting my de-
sire to ride. 
 
On July 7th, several Chapter O members met at the 
Cracker Barrel in Buda to have a good breakfast be-
fore heading to San Marcos to Dick‘s Classic Car Ga-
rage. Billy Laue, Steven Thomas, Richard Seay and 
Tom Andrews attended the grand opening event. 
Richard says there is also an antique car museum in 
Rosanky which would be a great ride for someone to 
lead. Remember, anyone can lead a ride. 
 
On July 18th, Chapter O hosted a GWRRA Leadership 
Training Day in Pflugerville. Lynn and Mark Heene 
ran us through the Member Orientation Program. 
Even though most of us aren‘t really new members, it 
was very interesting. We learned about the History 
and Structure of GWRRA, Helpful Info for New 
Members, Member Benefits and Horizons Overviews, 
Training the Members, How to Participate and How to 
Have Fun at a Rally. We proved that we already knew 
how to have fun at the training day. The Heenes did a 
great job and we all learned something and had fun. 
We had approximately 14 members in attendance – 
the Leas,  Poullards, Reeses, Osborns, Winfields,  and 
Jennifer and Jerry Carr. Thanks to all who participated 
and thanks to the Heenes for putting it together. 
 
On July 27th, the Reeses, the Poullards, and Billy Laue 
rode out to Cowboy Honda to meet with the general 
manager Hal Burke about their interest in becoming a 

sponsor for Chapter O. They have a small classroom 
that we can have access to (it holds about 12-14 peo-
ple). They have a very large parking lot in the back 
that we could use for parking lot practice. If we decide 
to start a ride from there, they would provide donuts 
and coffee for us and we are discussing some sort of 
discount for Chapter O members. They have a beauti-
ful showroom, very friendly staff and they really want 
to be our Honda dealer and sponsor for our chapter. 
 
On July 28th, Richard led an impromptu ride to pre-
ride the route for the Burke Center for Youth Rally 
Event. Richard, Randy, Billy, Mark, and John C went 
on the ride. They headed to Round Mountain for 
breakfast but found out when they arrived that the res-
taurant didn‘t open until 11:00 so they headed on to 
Marble Falls to the famous Bluebonnet Café and that 
is always good.  
 
Thanks to Linda Poullard who has agreed to coordi-
nate our Christmas Party. She has a lot of good ideas 
and is starting to check out locations and will be up-
dating us soon. 
 
We have been looking for a new scrapbook coordina-
tor to replace Joan Miller who stepped down due to 
other commitments. Well we have found a willing 
volunteer! Let‘s welcome Tami Uptain as our new 
scrapbook coordinator. Also, thanks to Joan for doing 
the task for several years. Please let Tami know if you 
have pictures or ideas as she picks up the reins. We 
often enter our scrapbook in the scrapbook competi-
tions at various rallies so keep an eye out for Tami‘s 
work. 
 
We are looking for someone to prepare a member 
spotlight for our next newsletter. If you are interested 
in preparing one for our next newsletter, just send the 
information to Mark Heene, our newsletter editor, at 

CHAPTER O Newsletter 

 
2007 GWRRA CHAPTER OF THE YEAR 

2008 TEXAS CHAPTER OF THE YEAR!! 

 

August 2009 



2 

newsletter@goldwingaustin.org.  The article should 
help us get to know you better and can include infor-
mation on how you became a rider, your hobbies, in-
terests, family and work information, etc. To see sam-
ples of some done by other members, visit the website 
at: www.goldwingaustin.org. 
 
We have several upcoming Chapter O events - so 
mark your calendars: 

Night at the Ballpark – Round Rock Express 
vs. the Memphis Redbirds 
Monday, August 24th  - Game Time is 7:05 
p.m.  
It is also $1 hot dogs and $1 sodas night at the 
Ballpark. Plan to join in on the ―great Ameri-
can past-time‖.  
 

August 29 - There is a CPR/First Aid Re-
fresher Course at the home of John and Wanda 
Osborn. If you would like to participate in the 
course, get in touch with our District Trainer, 
Lynn Heene to see if there is still space avail-
able. Her number is 288-4152. 
 

Our Annual Campout is scheduled for October 
22-24 at Koyote Ranch. Make your reserva-
tions soon to assure you have a spot. Go to 
www.koyoteranch.com for more information 
or Call Billy Laue our camping coordinator at 
282-9742. 

 
Ride Safe and Ride Often!  
Randy and Kathy  

—  

Chapter Meeting Winners:  
Capitol Area Food Bank drawing:  
Millie Fazzino won a GIANT calculator 
 
Door Prize Winners:  
Lynn Heene won a safety vest 
Wanda Osborn won a patriotic wind twirler 
Charlie Diggs won a jar of cucumber/lime pickles 
Pha Andrews won a mini-cooler 
Tim Driscoll won a patriotic wind twirler 
 
50/30/20 Drawing Winners:  
Tami Uptain won $35, and Tricia Winfield won $23  
Congratulations to all the winners!  
 
We are continuing the tradition of including a mem-
ber‗s GWRRA number hidden somewhere in this 
newsletter. If it‗s yours, it‗s good for $10 toward your 
meal at the next meeting.  
 

Calendar of Events:  

See the calendar included later in the newsletter, or on 
our rideschedule calendar at:  
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/rideschedule/cal or 
visit our Chapter web page Ride Calendar section for 
upcoming activities (http://goldwingaustin.org).  

NOW SHOWING…..See Michael Laethem to 
check out….. 

 
We have several instructional documents on hand for 
your entertainment and knowledge enhancement. We will 
be expanding the selection as new titles are purchased. If 
there is a title you would like to see available, request it 
from the Chapter Educator. Contact your chapter educa-
tor either by email or at the monthly meeting. Please limit 
your use to one month to allow others to use the complete 
library. There currently is no waiting list. 
 

Title Media 

GL1500 maintenance CD 

GL1800 maintenance CD 

Trailering CD & VHS 

Touring and Braking CD & VHS 

Co-Rider  CD & VHS 

Slow Speed Cycling Seminar VHS 

Ride Like a Pro DVD 

Surviving the Mean Streets DVD 
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Annual Koyote Ranch campout  22-24 Oct 2009 
  
The Chapter O annual campout at Koyote Ranch  will 
be Oct 22-24 (3 nights).   Recommend that reserva-
tions be made to assure the accommodations you want 
are available. 
 
Koyote Ranch is in the heart of the Hill Country,  16 
miles south of Kerrville on Hwy 16.  check their web-
site at WWW.koyoteranch.com for site map, accom-
modations,  directions,  prices and more.  reservation 
phone is 1-800-225-0991.   They have a wide 
choice,  from primitive tent camping,  RV sites,  basic 
cabins,  cabins with kitchen & bath,  B&B, lodge. 
We will be riding the beautiful hill country too. 
For more information,  contact Billy Laue:  
512-282-9742, Email: blaue@austin.rr.com. 
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Rider Education Corner 
  Lessons Learned: It's not if but when! 

   Always wear riding gear.  By Bill Fischer 

On July 21st, at 9:30am I left my home in 
Spicewood on the Goldwing to run some 
errands in Austin. I was on Hwy 71, a four 
lane highway, heading east bound running 
about 70 mph and had just moved into the 
left lane of traffic to pass some slower traf-
fic in the right lane. I checked my mirror to 
see if I could move back to the right lane and as I looked up the 
truck in front of me abruptly swerved to the right lane. I then saw 
that a car had stopped to turn left into a neighborhood called 
Paleface Ranch. I could not move to the right lane due to traffic 
so I did an emergency stop. I had the brakes locked and when I 
could not stop in time to avoid the car I laid the motorcycle down 
on it's left side. I went down hard on my left hip, then I came off 
the bike and slid to the left rear of the car and came to a stop 
looking up at the gas tank. The bike hit the right rear of the car 
causing heavy damage to the front of the motorcycle. I was able 
to stand up and pick up my bike with the help of a man who 
stopped to help and we moved the bike to the shoulder ofthe 
highway and a short time later the ambulance arrived along with 

Travis County Sheriff's Deputy.   

The EMT's looked me over and took my vitals and said I was OK 
and I declined to be transported to the emergency room. A 
wrecker showed up on the scene and loaded my motorcycle. I 
called Joanie and she came to the scene. Joanie and I unloaded 

our stuff off the bike before they took it away.  

She then took me to Brackenridge Hospital and I walked into the 
ER and was immediately escorted to be examined. X-rays 
showed that I had no broken bones and no lacerations were 
found. I had on my full face helmet that protected my head and it 
only appeared to have received minor scuff marks on the left side 
from impact with the pavement. I wore a ballistic jacket and 
pants that protected me from receiving any "road rash" and just to 

think I was not going to bother wearing the riding pants this time.  

The lessons I want to share with others is that you may not al-
ways see things in time to avoid them and if you go down on 
your motorcycle without the right gear on you may find yourself 
with lot more injuries than you would have had due to wearing 
the right gear. I know all of you have seen a time that someone in 
front of you saw something in the road such as a piece of furni-

ture, an animal or other large debris and swerved to miss  
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LTD - Leadership Training Division 

By: Lynn Heene 

 

The next few months 
are going to be quite 
busy for Leadership 
Training.  If you were 
at the August gather-
ing I started a program as directed by Na-
tional to do a small training session each 
month.  The topic was the Horizon Pro-
gram.  I have two scheduled for this fall, 
September and November, please check 

the calendar for dates and locations.  Also in October 
there will be another Education Weekend in Marshall, 
the Leadership Training Division will be presenting 
the entire Intermediate Program.  If you are interested 
in any of the upcoming training or have questions 
please contact me (TxTrainer@gwrra-tx.org) 

Welcome new Advertiser WingRider Products! 
For the GL1800 owners that are tired of seeing the wear that 
typically occurs around the trunk and trunk lid of your Gold 
Wing, WingRider Products has the product to resolve this 
problem. The WingRider Trunk Support System provides the 
necessary support for your trunk lid to reduce or eliminate the 
wear that typically occurs from the added weight of a spoiler or 
luggage rack, or from the pressure applied by a passenger on 
the back rest. WingRider Products also carries a full line of 210 
windshield care products that will keep a new windshield look-
ing new and revitalize an older windshield with fine scratches. 
For a better look at our products go to 
www.wingriderproducts.com.  

Texas District Education Weekend 

October 17th-18th in Marshall Texas at  

East Texas Baptist University - etbu 

  
        (Schedule and Registration form on pages 7-8) 
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June 6, 2009 
By Gail Carr 

 
We came, we rode, we ate, we saw, we laughed a lot, we ate again, 
and we left. 
 
It was a wonderful day in the neighborhood.  30+ Chapter O       
members gathered at the HEB on 183 for a round-about ride to San 
Gabriel Park in Georgetown for a Chapter picnic event. 
 
The weather was outstanding.  There was a pleasant breeze and an 
even more pleasant temperature of 83 degrees. Hopes were high that 
it would not get too warm. 
 
The group was split in two for safety since there were so many bikes.  
Group one was led by Gail Carr, group two by Jerry Carr.   It was a 
beautiful scenic ride through some rural areas of Travis and          
Williamson Counties.  Even more wonderful … when we arrived at 
the park there was shade for most of the bikes !! 
 
The furry guy in the picture became VERY interested in us as we 
settled into the Pavilion.  So much so he was willing to come close 
enough to accept a salty treat.  He perched in a nearby tree where he 
could keep an eye on the goings-on and nibble on his new prize as we 
did what all good Goldwing riders do … we ate. 
 
Not to be outdone and allow our new friend ―Rocky‖ to have a better 
day than us, we went to DQ on the way home for our own treat.  
When we arrived we thought our large group would surely send the 
DQ staff into utter chaos, but surprisingly enough they were pretty 
organized.  There were a few hiccups, but all in all they did a great 
job for us.  To top it off, Chapter O picked up the tab … Thank you 
Randy. 
 
As the group was preparing to call it a day, several folks suggested 
we have another picnic ride in the fall … clearly a wonderful idea.  
After all, riding to eat is what we love to do, right ?  All it takes is for 
someone to establish the date with Randy and plot a route to a picnic 
destination.   
 
By all accounts, a good time was had by all.  Thank you to everyone 
who participated.      



7 

Texas District Education Weekend – Registration form 
Saturday October 17th & Sunday October 18th, 2009 

East Texas Baptist University 
Marshall, Texas 

Mail completed form and payment to:  Michael & Suzanne Elrod 
   Texas District Educators 

14330 Surles 
Houston Tx 77302 

United States of America (make checks payable to GWRRA Texas District Rider Education) 
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Texas District Education Weekend – Registration form 
Saturday October 17th & Sunday October 18th, 2009 

East Texas Baptist University 
Marshall, Texas 

Mail completed form and payment to:  Michael & Suzanne Elrod 
   Texas District Educators 

14330 Surles 
Houston Tx 77302 

United States of America (make checks payable to GWRRA Texas District Rider Education) 

 

Name: ___________________________________  GWRRA Number: ___________  

Second Name: _____________________________  GWRRA Number: ___________  

Address: ___________________________________________________________________  

City, State, Zipcode: _________________________________________________________  

Telephone: ________________________________  Email: ____________________  

District:  __________________________________  Chapter: ___________________  

Waiver: I/we agree to hold harmless the GWRRA, the Co-sponsoring Organizations, City of  
Marshall, ETBU and any other property owners for any loss or injury to self or property in which  
I/We may become involved by reason of participation in this event. 
 
I/we also understand that the East Texas Baptist University campus is drug, alcohol, tobacco and  
pet free.  
 
Rider Signature: _____________________________________________ Date___________ 
 
Co/Second Rider Signature: ____________________________________ Date___________ 

 

ALL EVENTS RAIN OR SHINE.  NO REFUNDS.   

HELMETS, SAFETY GLASSES, LONG SLEEVE SHIRT/JACKET, FULL FINGER GLOVES, LONG PANTS, OVER THE ANKLE 

BOOTS REQUIRED FOR ALL RIDING EVENTS. 
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Burke Center for Youth - Motorcycle & Hot Rod Rally  

 
There was a nice turn out for the 3rd annual Burke Center for 
Youth Motorcycle & Hot Rod Rally at Camp Ben McColloch 
Saturday 8/15/09. Richard Seay, Barbara Seay (daughter), Mark 
Heene, John & Cathy Conniff registered and left on the 128 mile 
Fun Rum at 9:00am to try and beat the heat (we did not!). Also, 
GL1800 rider Ross Cochran from Leander rode with us and 
might become a future Chapter O member. We made check point 
stops at the Burke Center, Blanco, Hye, the Texaco at RR-12 & 
Hamilton Pool Rd. and finally at the Nutty Brown Cafe. We 
safely negotiated "Osborn Curve" on Hamilton Pool Rd at the 
Pedernales River crossing and put zero Goldwings upside down 
in the ditch (I'd say it was a successful ride!). Mark won $50 as 
the poker hand grand prize winner and being the good guy he is, 
donated part of it back to the Burke Center 159797. We had ex-
cellent BBQ, checked out bikes and hot rods and listened to the 
line-up of bands at the pavilion and basically survived the heat 
under the huge shady oak trees at Camp Ben McColloch. It was a 
great day and I hope more will participate next year because it is 
for a good cause.  

Dick's Classic Cars 

 
A small chapter group road to Dick's Classic Ga-

rage in San Marcos to tour Dick Burdick's collection 

of classic's. He also has cars in Rosanky at a mu-

seum. They met at the Cracker Barrel in Buda for 

breakfast before the ride. Billy Laue, Steven Tho-

mas, Tom Andrews and Richard Seay filled their 

bellies with good southern cooking and headed a 

few miles down the interstate to Dick's Classic Ga-

rage Museum grand opening. They spent about an 

hour drooling over the cool Dusenburgs, Cords, 

Tucker, Fords, Lincolns, Dodges, Desotos, Chevys, 

Olds, Buicks, Cadillacs Pontiacs, Studebakers, Hud-

sons & Marmons (see the photos). It was not too 

hot, but I'm sure it got hotter after we got home to 

our A/C. We need to do a similar ride to the mu-

seum in Rosanky ... soon. 
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Date Chapter Event Location Contact/Email Phone 

Aug 

28-30  Kansas District Rally 
Central KS Fairgrounds 

Abilene, KS 
Gary & Phyllis VanBusKirk 316-321-0896 

Aug 29 O CPR/First Aid Refresher 
At the home of: 
John & Wanda Osborn 
Cedar Park, TX 

Lynn Heene 

lynnheene@yahoo.com 
512-288-4152 

Sep 12 R 
12th Annual Rally & 
Scavenger Hunt 

Knights of Columbus Hall 

1907 Whitley Rd. 
Keller, TX 

Brian Neal 

www.dfwrallycats.org 

  

817-721-1014 

Sep 15 O 
Sep Chapter Gathering 

7:00 p.m. 

IHOP Restaurant 
11654 Research Blvd 

Austin, TX 

Kathy & Randy Reese 

director@goldwingaustin.org 
512-251-2017 

Sep 18-19 Y2 Annual Campout & Rally 
Whispering Pines RV 
Resort 
Tyler, TX 

Vicki Reynolds 

activities@texasy2.org 

Doyle George 

903-586-5107 

Sep 19  LTD Horizon Training 
TX Vietnam Vets Bldg. 
2115 McFadden 

Beaumont, TX 

Lynn Heene 

lynnheene@yahoo.com 

512-288-4152 

512-694-3064 

Oct 4 T 

T-Fest Rally 

http://
www.centexwings.org/t-

fest.asp 

Carl Levin Park 

Harker Heights, TX 
Dale & Carleen Garrett 

director@centexwings.org 
254-554-4123 

Oct 10 W Colorado River Rally 
Smithville 

Riverbend Park 

Smithville, TX 

Steve & Kathy Wilkening 

swilkening@consolidated.net 
281-391-1488 

Oct 11 Y 
11th Annual West Texas 
Desert Mountain Rally 

www.gwrra-tx-y.com 

McMillen in the High-
lands RV Park 

Fort Davis, TX 

Dean Livingston 

deanonawing@yahoo.com 
432-413-8689 

Oct 15 O 
Oct Chapter Gathering 

7:00 p.m. 

IHOP Restaurant 
11654 Research Blvd 

Austin, TX 

Kathy & Randy Reese 

director@goldwingaustin.org 
512-251-2017 

Oct 15-17  Mississipi District Rally 
Bancorp South Arena 

Tupelo, MS 
Gregg & Patricia Harbison 

msdistdir@yahoo.com 
601-684-3308 

Oct 17-18  Education Weekend Marshall, TX 
Michael Elrod 

TxED@gwrra-tx.org 
832-746-0643 

Oct 17 U 
2nd Annual 
Hallo-Wings Rally 

Pickrell Park 

Schertz, TX 
Steven & Susan Ochs 

Sosunshine6@hotmail.com 
361-571-0384 

Oct 18 M2 M2 Rally 
Montgomery Comm Ctr 
Montgomery, TX 

Bart & Cheryl Harris 
manpawingers@suddenlink.net 

936-539-1860 

Oct 22-24 O 
Chapter ―O‖ Annual 
Campout 

Koyote Ranch 

www.koyoteranch.com 
Billy Laue 

blaue@austin.rr.com 
512-282-9742 

Oct 22-24  
Oklahoma District Rally 

Hallo-Wing III 
Muskogee Civic Center 
Muskogee, OK 

Rick & Robin Greninger 

rag101353@aol.com 
918-272-9055 

Nov 17 O 
Nov Chapter Gathering 

7:00 p.m. 

IHOP Restaurant 
11654 Research Blvd 

Austin, TX 

Kathy & Randy Reese 

director@goldwingaustin.org 
512-251-2017 

2010 

Jan 9  Mid Winter Round-Up 
Texas Civic Center 
Killeen, TX 

Ken Peterson 

TexasDD@gwrra-tx.org 
817-791-6685 

Feb 6-7  
Horizon Training with 
Chapter C 

Deer Park Masonic 
Lodge 1362 

2809 Deer Park, TX 

Lynn Heene 

lynnheene@yahoo.com 

512-288-4152 

512-694-3064 

May 6-8  Texas District Rally 
Texas Civic Center 
Killeen, TX 

Ken Peterson 

TexasDD@gwrra-tx.org 
817-791-6685 

This information is provided for the convenience of the Chapter O members. No warranty is made with respect to the accuracy of any 
information on this page. You are advised to verify the accuracy of this information prior to attending any listed event. Information is 
subject to change without notice. 

Upcoming Events - August 2009 
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Chapter O Staff Directory 

 

Chapter Directors 
Randy & Kathy Reese 
512-251-2017 
director@goldwingaustin.org 
 
Assistant Chapter Directors 
Dexter & Linda Poullard 
512-447-8714 
director2@goldwingaustin.org 
 
Chapter Educators 
Michael & Deborah Laethem 
512-417-8336 
educator@goldwingaustin.org 
 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Gail Carr, 512-260-0880 
treasurer@goldwingaustin.org 
 
Ride Coordinator 
Richard Seay, 512-894-3139 
ridesshort@goldwingaustin.org 
 
Couple of the Year 2008 
Gail & Jarry Carr, 512-260-0880 
coupleofyear@goldwingaustin.org 
 
Membership Enhancement 
Bill & Nancy Lea, 512-873 0323 
enhancement@goldwingaustin.org 
 
Ways and Means 
John & Wanda Osborn 
512-528-8105 
waysmeans@goldwingaustin.org 
 
Merchandise Coordinators 
Enrique & Yolanda Garcia 
512-259-4011 
merchandise@goldwingaustin.org  
 
Web Master 
Tom Sprague, 512-301-3092 
webman@goldwingaustin.org  
 
Newsletter Editor 
Mark Heene, 512-288-4152 
newsletter@goldwingaustin.org 
 
Scrapbook Coordinator 
Tami Uptain, 512-833-6903 
scrapbook@goldwingaustin.org 
 
Chapter Photographer 
Tricia Winfield, 512-259-7482 
photo@goldwingaustin.org 

Congratulations to all who 

celebrated a birthday and/or 

an anniversary this month! 

Special thanks to Leonard & 
Marjorie Strickland and John 
Osborn of Phoenix Manage-
ment for the printing of this 

newsletter. 

August Birthdays 

Russ Miller 

Sondra Threepersons 

Randy Reese 

Michael Lee 

Katherine Roberts 

Yolanda Garcia 

Pha Andrews 

Phil Chastain 

Mary Seay 

Julie Diggs 

Gene Thomas 

Dorinda Maier 

Deborah Laethem 

Teri Burnett 

Ken Burnett 

 

August Anniversaries 

Mark & Lynn, Heene 

Don Bonner  & Sondra   

    Threepersons, 

Chuck & Kay Marling 

Dan & Gail Drew 

Marty & Sandy Wiley 

Michael & Priscilla Lee 

Support our Advertisers 

Merle (Ditto) Sullivan 08-11-2009 

 

Merle (Ditto) Sullivan passed away on Aug 5, 

2009. A service was held at Ft. Sam Houston 

National Cemetery in San Antonio Aug 11. 

Ditto was born April 14, 1930. Ditto suffered 

from Polio when little. She was one of the 

lucky that recovered from Polio. Unfortunately 

later in life Post Polio Syndrome came back to 

cause her pain and suffering. Seven Chapter O 

members were able to make the funeral (John 

& Wanda Osborn, JC & Millie Fazzino, Tom & 

Dawn Sprague, and Yolanda Garcia). It was a simple grave side 

service with family and friends attending, in total about 35 people. 

Ditto will be remembered as a caring person that 

never complained. The Sullivan's were with 

Chapter O from its very beginning. In 2007 they 

moved to Tulsa to be with family. 
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GWRRA Motto……Fun, Safety, Knowledge 

 

Ride Safe in 2009  

Randy & Kathy Reese 

GWRRA TX-O Chapter Directors 

1007 Parkcrest Ct. 

Pflugerville Tx 78660 

Gold Wing Road Riders Ass’n  
Texas Chapter O 


