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Meeting Date:         

7/2/2013 

Meeting Type: Voting 

Title: 
PROFESSIONAL MANAGEMENT SERVICES AND ARENA LEASE AGREEMENT  

AND NONCOMPETITION AND NON-RELOCATION AGREEMENT WITH 

ICEARIZONA MANAGER CO., LLC AND ICEARIZONA HOCKEY CO., LLC  

Staff Contact: Richard A. Bowers, Acting City Manager 

Purpose and Recommended Action 
 
This is a request for City Council to vote to adopt a resolution authorizing the entering into of a 
Professional Management Services and Arena Lease Agreement and a Noncompetition and Non-
Relocation Agreement with IceArizona Manager Co., LLC and IceArizona Hockey Co., LLC for the 
use of the city-owned Jobing.com Arena by the Phoenix Coyotes. 

Background Summary 
 
In 2001, the City of Glendale entered into an Arena Development Agreement, an Arena 
Management and Use Agreement (AMULA), and a Mixed-Use Development Agreement (MUDA) 
with Arena Management Group, LLC, Coyotes Hockey, LLC, Glendale 101 Development, LLC, and 
Coyote Center Development, LLC.  The purpose of these actions was to create a high-quality major 
economic center in Glendale, consisting of offices, hotels, entertainment, retail and restaurants. 
 
Unexpectedly, in May of 2009, the former team owner Coyotes Hockey, LLC and its affiliated 
entity, Arena Management Group, LLC (collectively referred to as the “Coyotes”) filed for federal 
bankruptcy protection.  The city’s investment was meeting financial projections and attracting 
economic development to the area until the Coyotes were thrust into bankruptcy.  During the 
bankruptcy proceedings, the National Hockey League (NHL) purchased the assets of the Coyotes 
but did not assume the Arena Management, Use and Lease Agreement. 
 
For the past four years, under the direction of Council, the city has been actively working with the 
NHL and potential buyers of the Coyotes to structure a deal that would keep the team in Glendale. 
 
Council established criteria for negotiations with potential buyers of the Phoenix Coyotes 
including: 
 

Keep team in Glendale for the full length of lease 
Keep current arena revenues in tact 
Provide opportunity to share in revenue streams, when feasible  
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The loss of the team as an anchor tenant would result in a loss of 44 major events each year at 
Jobing.com Arena.   

Previous Related Council Action 
 
On June 28, 2013, a Council special workshop was held to discuss the status of negotiations and 
review the draft proposed arena management agreement with RSE.   
 
On March 26, 2013, Council voted to ratify the entering into of an agreement with Beacon Sports 
Capital Partners, LLC to provide representation for Glendale, assist the city in soliciting and 
reviewing offers, and negotiate a new Arena Management Agreement for the future lease and 
management of the city-owned Jobing.com Arena.  A Request for Proposal was let on April 16, 
2013 with a deadline of May 24, 2013 for Venue Management of Jobing.com Arena.  At the 
direction of City Council, an extension was approved until May 31, 2013. 
 
On February 5, 2013, the Acting City Manager presented a review of the options regarding the 
city-owned Jobing.com Arena and the impact of the unfulfilled sale of the Phoenix Coyotes.  The 
deadline for prospective Phoenix Coyotes’ owner, Greg Jamison of Arizona Hockey Arena Partners, 
LLC and the Arizona Hockey Partners, LLC, to purchase the Phoenix Coyotes’ team was Thursday, 
January 31, 2013 at midnight.  Mr. Jamison was required under terms of the finalized Arena Lease 
and Management Agreement and Noncompetition and Non-relocation Agreement to purchase the 
team from the National Hockey League by the deadline date and time to secure the 20 year deal 
with the city to use and manage the city-owned Jobing.com Arena.  Mr. Jamison was not able to 
complete the purchase of the Phoenix Coyotes and did not sign the agreement by the deadline on 
January 31, 2013.  
 
On November 27, 2012, Council voted and approved an ordinance with an emergency clause, 
authorizing and directing the City Manager to enter into an Arena Lease and Management 
Agreement with Arizona Hockey Arena Partners, LLC and Arizona Hockey Partners, LLC for the 
use of the city-owned Jobing.com Arena by the Phoenix Coyotes. 
 

On November 20, 2012, the Acting City Manager presented a comprehensive review of the 
finalized Arena Lease and Management Agreement and Noncompetition and Non-Relocation 
Agreement with Arizona Hockey Arena Partners, LLC, and Arizona Hockey Partners, LLC, for the 
use of the city-owned Jobing.com Arena by the Phoenix Coyotes. 
 
On October 2, 2012, city staff sought guidance from City Council on proposed modifications to the 
Arena Lease and Management Agreement with Arizona Hockey Arena Partners LLC and Arizona 
Hockey Partners for the use of the city-owned Jobing.com Arena by the Phoenix Coyotes.  Council 
provided direction to proceed with negotiations with Arizona Hockey Arena Partners and Arizona 
Hockey Partners. 
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In August 2012, Council directed the Acting City Manager to renegotiate the payment terms of the 
approved agreement with a stated objective of reducing the payments made in the early years of 
the agreement to better meet the city’s cash flow needs.  
 
On June 8, 2012, Council adopted a resolution authorizing the entering into of the following 
agreements with Arizona Hockey Arena Partners, LLC and Arizona Hockey Partners, LLC for the 
use of the city-owned Jobing.com Arena by the Phoenix Coyotes: (1) Arena Lease and Management 
Agreement and (2) Noncompetition and Non-Relocation Agreement. 
 
On May 10, 2011, Council adopted a resolution extending the management agreement between 
the City of Glendale and the NHL, to satisfy the NHL’s requirements in order for the NHL Phoenix 
Coyotes to remain in Glendale during the NHL 2011-12 hockey season.  In May 2011, the city 
agreed to pay $25 million for the NHL to operate the arena for FY 2011-12.   
 
On December 14, 2010, staff brought forward an Arena Lease and Management Agreement and a 
Use and Non-Relocation Agreement with Arizona Hockey Arena Holdings, LLC and Coyotes Newco, 
LLC.  The potential buyer did not move forward with plans to purchase the team. 
 
Staff brought forward an MOU to Council for potential buyers of the Phoenix Coyotes on April 13, 
2010 and June 8, 2010.  Neither potential buyer moved forward with viable plans to purchase the 
team.  Thus, on May 11, 2010, Council authorized an agreement with the NHL to retain the team in 
Glendale for the 2010-11 season while city staff completed the necessary negotiations with 
potential new owners. 

Attachments 

Resolution  

Agreement  

 

 

 



 

RESOLUTION NO. 4703 NEW SERIES 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

GLENDALE, MARICOPA COUNTY, ARIZONA, AUTHORI-

ZING AND DIRECTING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY 

OF THE FOLLOWING TWO AGREEMENTS: (1) 

PROFESSIONAL MANAGEMENT SERVICES AND ARENA 

LEASE AGREEMENT WITH ICEARIZONA MANAGER CO., 

LLC AND ICEARIZONA HOCKEY CO., LLC; AND (2) NON-

RELOCATION AGREEMENT WITH ICEARIZONA 

MANAGER CO., LLC AND ICEARIZONA HOCKEY CO., LLC. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GLENDALE as follows: 

 

SECTION 1.  That it is deemed in the best interest of the City of Glendale and the 

citizens thereof that the following two agreements be entered into: (1) Professional Management 

Services and Arena Lease Agreement with IceArizona Manager Co., LLC and IceArizona 

Hockey Co., LLC; and (2) Non-Relocation Agreement with IceArizona Manager Co., LLC and 

IceArizona Hockey Co., LLC.  The agreements, in substantial final form, are now on file in the 

office of the City Clerk of the City of Glendale. 

 

SECTION 2.  That the management, use, and lease of the Arena under the Professional 

Management Services and Arena Lease Agreement will benefit the City and its residents by 

assuring a substantial, regular, and continuing utilization of the Arena, providing additional 

employment opportunities within the City, increasing the City’s tax base, and stimulating 

additional development on properties in the vicinity of the Arena Facility; and, therefore, this 

Council finds that the Professional Management Services and Arena Lease Agreement provides a 

substantial public benefit. 

 

SECTION 3.  That the City’s proposal to enter into the agreements with IceArizona 

Manager Co., LLC and IceArizona Hockey Co., LLC must be accepted by those parties before 

2:00 p.m. Arizona time (5:00 p.m. EDT) by their execution of the agreements or the offer to enter 

into the agreements shall expire and be null and void. 

 

SECTION 4.  That if IceArizona Manager Co., LLC and IceArizona Hockey Co., LLC 

accept the City’s offer to enter into the two agreements in the time prescribed, the City Manager 

and the City Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute and deliver said agreements and 

any ancillary documents or agreements and to do all such acts required to implement the purpose 

and intent of the agreements on behalf of the City of Glendale, and to approve the final form of 

the agreements, consistent with the forms now on file and the understanding of the parties, such 

approval to be evidenced by execution of such documents by the City Manager and the City 

Clerk. 

 

SECTION 5.  That, upon execution of the agreements, the City Clerk is hereby directed to 

forward: a memorandum of agreement that reflects the existence of Professional Management 



 

Services and Arena Lease Agreement with IceArizona Manager Co., LLC; and the Non-

Relocation Agreement to the Maricopa County Recorder’s Office for recording. 

 

SECTION 6.  The City Manager and the City Attorney are authorized to make changes to 

the agreements of a grammatical, form, technical or similar nature so long as there is no material 

increase in the obligations or exposure to the City of Glendale 

 

SECTION 7.  Neither the members of the City Council of the City of Glendale nor any 

officer, employee or agent of the City shall be subject to any personal liability or accountability 

by reason of the execution of the agreements. 

 

SECTION 8.  Notice of A.R.S. § 38-511 is hereby given. 

 

PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED by the Mayor and Council of the City of 

Glendale, Maricopa County, Arizona, this _____ day of __________________, 2013. 

 

  

   M A Y O R 

ATTEST: 

 

_______________________ 

City Clerk               (SEAL) 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

_______________________ 

Acting City Attorney 

 

REVIEWED BY: 

 

_______________________ 

Acting City Manager 
 

a_arena docs 
























