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Pref ix Game and Associat ed Worksheets 
 

• A st ar t er  f or  gr oup lit er acy sessions. Use as a st and-alone act ivit y or  as an int r oduct ion t o a 

longer  session on pr ef ixes, ant onyms and spelling st r at egies. 

• The game f it s in well wit h almost  any scheme of  lit er acy wor k and any number  of  st udent s.  

• No pr evious knowledge of  pr ef ixes, ant onyms or  r oot  wor ds is assumed. For  levels E2 t o L2. 
 

Aims /  obj ect ives /  t ar get s 

Under st and t he t er ms pr ef ix, r oot  and ant onym.  

Mat ch pr ef ixes wit h suit able base wor ds. 

Spelling invest igation – what  happens when a pr ef ix  is added? 

Consider  how t he pr ef ix alt er s t he meaning of  a r oot  wor d . 

 

Main Cur r iculum Links 
− Underst and t erm "pref ix".  Use t his knowledge t o wor k 

out  word meanings. Rw/ E3.1 Rw/ L1.3 Rw/ L2.1 

− Use knowledge of  pref ixes t o decode / r ead words. 

Rw/ E2.3 Rw/ E3.5 

− Use t hesaurus or  dict ionar y t o f ind out  or  check 

meanings, f ind ant onyms, check spelling, word 

or igins, et c. Rw/ L2.2 

− Underst and t erm "ant onym".  Make ant onyms of  common 

wor ds - especially t hose made by adding pref ixes. 

Ww/ E3.2  

− Under st and and use r ules f or  adding pr ef ixes as one 

possible spelling st r at egy. Ww/ E2.2 Ww/ E3.2 Ww/ L1.1 

Ww/ L2.1 

− Var ious list ening skills are also covered. 

 

Pr epar at ion - you will need a whit eboar d, colour  pens, blu- t ak. Pages 2-3 ar e best  pr int ed on car d 

(or  laminat ed) and cut  out . You may need t wo copies of  page 3 . Page 6 is an over head t r anspar ency. 

 

How t o Play (out line only – see page 7 f or  f ur t her  det ails)  
1. Explain br ief ly about  pr ef ixes and r oot  

wor ds (encour age class discussion her e). 

Wr it e a f ew examples on t he boar d – 

undo, unkind, ir r egular , disappear , illegal. 

Do not  spend t oo long on t his as t he whole 

point  of  t he game is f or  st udent s t o 

discover  t hese t hings f or  t hemselves! 

2. Clean boar d. Now divide whit eboar d int o 

t en sect ions (5x2 wor ks well). Use blu- t ak 

t o at t ach t he t en header s on page 2 at  

t he t op of  each sect ion (or  wr it e headings 

on boar d). 

3. Shar e out  car ds (page 3) bet ween t he 

st udent s. Each st udent  should have 2 - 4 

car ds. I f  you have mor e t han f our  

st udent s pr int  out  an ex t r a set.  

I t  does not  mat t er  if  t wo or  more 

st udent s have t he same car ds or  if  some 

st udent s have mor e car ds t han ot her s do. 

4. Explain t hat  you ar e going t o call out  some 

r oot  wor ds (suggest ed list  on page 5). I f  a 

st udent  t hinks t hey can make a new wor d 

by adding one of  t heir  pr ef ixes t hey call 

out  t he new wor d or  hold up t heir  car d.  

5. Ther e may well be disagr eement  over  

possible wor ds! A st udent  or  volunt eer  

t ut or  can be in char ge of  t he dict ionar y 

t o sor t  out  disput es! 

6. Wr it e t he new wor d on t he whit eboar d 

under  t he cor r ect  heading. Wri te t he 

pr ef ix in a dif f er ent  colour  if  wished. 

7. Car r y on unt il you have enough wor ds on 

t he boar d f or  st udent s t o spot  pat t er ns 

in spellings, wor d meanings, wor d classes, 

et c. You will pr obably only use about  half  

t he r oot  wor ds on page 5 . OT on p6 

summarises main point s. For  t eaching 

pr ompt s and f ur t her  act ivit ies see page 7. 
 

Cont ent s
Page 1 - This page.  

Page 2 – Heading car ds f or  whit eboar d  

Page 3 – Game car ds f or  st udent s 

Page 4 – Ref er ence car ds /  header s 

Page 5 – Alphabet ical r oot  wor d list .  

Page 6 – OT f or  spelling r ules 

Page 7 – I deas and ext ension wor k 

Page 8 – Pr ef ix  wor ksheet  

Page 9 – Pref ix  wor d car ds f or  page 8 

Page 10/ 11 - Spelling “ t est” and answer s 
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de ir 

mis dis 

un non- 

in im 

il anti 
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de ir 

mis dis 

un non- 

in im 

il anti 
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ir – not de – undo, remove. 

dis – not mis – wrong, false 

non – not, opposite of un – not, opposite 

im – not in – not (also in, into) 

anti - against il – not 
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able 
accurate 
active 
appear 
balance 
behave 
body 
capable 
carry 
climax 
clockwise 
compress 
convenient 
count 
credible 
decent 
direct 
drip 
edible 
fiction 
fire 
fit 
flammable 
form 
fortunate 
freeze 
frost 
happy 

hear 
helpful 
honest 
lead 
legal 
legitimate 
liberal 
like 
likely 
literate 
logical 
logical 
lucky.  
mate 
material 
mature 
mist 
mobile 
moral 
mortal 
named 
natural 
necessary 
nerve 
patient 
please 
polite 
populate 

possible 
probable 
proper 
put 
rational 
read 
regular 
relevant 
resistible 
responsible 
reversible 
satisfy 
scale 
sense 
septic 
shape 
similar 
smoker 
social 
spell 
stop 
take 
taste 
tidy 
tie 
trust 
use 
wise 
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de – undo,  remove. 

f r ost , mist , populat e, 

scale, compr ess, f or m. 
(mainly ver bs?) 

 

ir  – not  

rat ional, regular , relevant , 

resist ible, responsible, 

rever sible 
 bef or e an r  (mainly adj ect ives?) 

except ion: unr easonable 

mis – wrong,  f alse 

t ake, shape, spell, behave, 

count , car r y, lead, f ir e, f it , 

hear , r ead, use. 

dis – not  

appear , similar , sat isf y, 

t r ust , honest , like, t ast e 

un – not ,  opposit e 

necessary, t idy, wise, natural, 

nerve, likely, helpf ul, named, 

happy, f ortunate, t ie, able, lucky. 
bef or e an n (mainly adj ect ives?) and 

many ot her  let t er s 

non-  – not ,  opposit e of  

sense, dr ip, st op, smoker , 

f lammable, f ict ion. 
need a hyphen except  f or  nonsense 

in – not  (also in,  int o) 

cr edible, decent , act ive, 

dir ect , accur at e, capable, 

edible, convenient  

im – not  

proper, possible, polit e, pat ient , 

mature, mobile, mortal, moral, 

material, probable. 
bef or e an m or  p (mainly adj ect ives?) 

except ions: imbalance, inmat e, input , 

displease. 

il – not  

logical, legal, lit er at e, 

legit imat e, liber al, logical   

bef or e an l (mainly adj ect ives?) 

except ions: unload. 

ant i – against 

clockwise, climax, body, 

f r eeze, sept ic, social  
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Fur t her  Suggest ions and Alt er nat ive Act ivit ies 
 

• Your  knowledge of  individual st udent s will indicat e which pr ef ix car ds t o give each st udent . For  

example, Ent r y Level 2 st udent s may be happier  wit h un-, dis-, non- and de-.  I t  is dif f icult  t o 

hear  t he dif f er ence bet ween –im and –in so t hese pr ef ixes could be r eser ved f or  st udent s who 

ar e good speller s. Likewise –il and –ir .  

• Play t he game wit h f ewer  pr ef ixes and/ or  r oot s – ideal f or  gr oups of  Ent r y Level st udent s. 

• Discuss t he f act  t hat some r oot s can t ake mor e t han one pr ef ix (and t heir  dif f er ent  meanings). 

• Read r oot s r andomly f r om list  (t ick each one of f  as it  is used). Alt er nat ively, r ead alphabet ically 

if  t r ying t o emphasise (f or  example) t hat  il- is used wit h r oot s beginning wit h l, i r - wit h r oot s 

beginning wit h r , im- used bef or e a p, et c. 

• Once you have a good select ion of  wor ds on t he boar d encour age st udent s t o look f or  pat t er ns 

and spelling r ules. 

• Ask Level 1/ 2 st udent s t o check wor ds in a dict ionar y dur ing t he game. A sur pr ising number  of  

wor ds wil l  be suggested – even t he t ut or  will need a dict ionar y t o check whet her  some exist ! 

 

Usef ul spelling rules 

Tr y t o encour age st udent s t o spot  pat t er ns and r ules f or  t hemselves.  

The over head t r anspar ency on page 6 pr ovides a usef ul summar y but  do not  display unt il t her e has 

been plent y of  discussion.  I t  is pr obably best  t o show t his sever al sessions lat er , when st udent s 

have had t ime t o digest  all t he inf or mat ion. 

 

Suggest ed prompt s 

• What  does im- always seem t o come bef or e? (r oot  wor ds beginning wit h p) 

• What  does il- come bef or e? (wor ds beginning wit h l) 

• What  happens t o t he base wor d when you add a pr ef ix? (Not hing – no spelling changes)  

• Point  out  t hat  t his is impor t ant  in wor ds wher e people can never  r emember  whet her  t o double 

t he ss or  t he  nn – unnecessar y, misspelled, et c. (t wo n’s , t wo s’s because you ar e adding un- /  

mis- t o a r oot  wor d t hat  alr eady begins wit h an n or  an s). 

• Likewise, wor ds like illegal, ir r egular  have t wo l’s and t wo r ’s. 

• Following on f rom t his - wor ds such as unusual only have one n because you ar e adding un- t o t he 

r oot wor d “usual”. 

 

Ext ension Act ivit ies 

• Look at  t he wor d list s you have made on t he whit eboar d and encour age st udent s t o t hink about  

t heir  meanings. Discuss meanings of  each pr ef ix  and whet her  it  always has t he same af f ect . 

• Use t his t o int r oduce t he idea of  ant onyms. I nt r oduce some wr it ing work; f or  example, r ewr it e 

adver t s or  descr ipt ions using as many ant onyms as possible – what  af f ect  does t his have? 

• The OT on page 6 gives a summar y of  meanings. A l ter nat ively, t he car ds on page 4 can be pr int ed 

back- to-back wit h page 3 and used f or  st udent  r ef er ence or  as pr ompt s.  

• St udent s can also consider  t he class of  wor d. For  example, un- is f ound mainly in adj ect ives, de- 

wit h ver bs et c. (t o def r ost , t o depopulat e, unhappy, unwell). 

• Af t er  t he gr oup session use wor ksheet s /  spelling t est s et c. f or  individual wor k (see our  web sit e 

f or  r elat ed wor ksheet s). 

• Play t he game again but  ask st udent s t o spell t h e words r at her  t han calling out  t he name. 

• Play game in r ever se – call out  wor ds and ask st udent  t o r espond by r emoving t he pr ef ix . 

• Look at  ot her  pr ef ixes – such as bi- (t wo) and micr o- (small) and t heir  meanings. 

• Discuss English oddit ies such as inf lammable /  f lammable (same meaning – ant onym is non-

f lammable) and impr act ical /  unpr act ical. Also t r icky meanings such as disint er est ed /  

unint er est ed or  misused /  disused /  unused. Spelling except ions – dispir it ed (dr ops an s). 
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Pref ixes 
 

• A pr ef ix is a let t er  or  gr oup of  let t er s t hat  you add t o t he beginning of  a wor d 

t o change it s meaning.  

• I t  is easy t o spell using pr ef ixes – you j ust  add t he pr ef ix and make no changes 

t o t he r oot  word.  

 

How many new wor ds can you make by adding one of  t he pref ixes in t he box t o t he 

r oot  wor ds below? 

 

dis-   mis-   un-  
 

Root  Words: 

 

*able 

agree  

appr ove 

ar m 

behave 

cont inue 

do 

f air  

f ire 

* f it  

f or t une 

happy 

hear  

honest 

kind 

lay 

lead 

* like 

lucky 

obey 

order  

* place 

please 

popular  

r ead 

spell 

t ake 

t idy 

t ie 

well 

 

List  your  new wor ds her e -  you should be able t o make at  least  one new wor d f r om 

each r oot  wor d. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Did you not ice anyt hing about  t he wor ds mar ked wit h a st ar ? 

• Have you wor ked out  what  un–,  dis-  and mis-  mean?  

• Use f ive of  t he new wor ds you have made in sent ences of  your  own (cont inue on a 

separ at e sheet ). 
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Pref ix word car ds to be used in conj unct ion wit h wor ksheet  on page 8.  Car ds can also be used 

independent ly. For  EL2 st udent s: give a small select ion (do, f ir e, f it ,  lucky, like, et c.) - ask st udent s 

to exper iment  and see how many wor ds t hey can make. A lar ger  select ion can be given t o EL3 

st udent s. The lar ge mis-, un- and dis- car ds can be used as header s (put  r oot  wor ds under  cor r ect 

header ) or  mat ch r oot  wor ds dir ect ly wit h t he smaller  pr ef ix  car ds (pr int  ext r a set s if  needed).  
 
 

able*  

agr ee  

appr ove 

arm 

behave 

cont inue 

do 

f air  

f ir e 

f it *  

f or t une 

happy 

hear  

honest  

kind 

lay 

lead 

like*  

lucky 

obey 

or der  

place*  

please 

popular 

r ead 

spell 

t ake 

t idy 

t ie 

well 

dis 

dis 

dis 

un 

un 

un 

mis 

mis 

mis 

mis 

dis 

un 
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Pr ef ix Spelling Test !  

 
Here are f ive of  t he pr ef ixes we looked at  last  t ime: 

 

mis   dis   im   un   il 
 

St udy t he pr ef ixes t hen f old t he t op of  t he paper  over  if  you wish. 

 

Good Luck! 

 

 

 

List  your  new ant onyms here: 

 

1. _______________________ 

2. _______________________ 

3. _______________________ 

4. _______________________ 

5. _______________________ 

6. _______________________ 

7. _______________________ 

8. _______________________ 

9. _______________________ 

10. _______________________ 

11. _______________________ 

12. _______________________ 

13. _______________________ 

14. _______________________ 

15. _______________________ 

16. _______________________ 

17. _______________________ 

18. _______________________ 

19. _______________________ 

20. _______________________ 
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Pr ef ix Spelling – Answer s and I nst r uct ions 
 

• Possibly t he least  scar y spelling t est  in t he wor ld! St udent s of  all levels act ually 

enj oy t his t est ! 

• Allow st udent s sever al minut es t o st udy t he f ive pr ef ixes. Explain t hat  t hey only 

need t o be able t o spell t he pref ix – not  t he r oot  wor d.  

• When t hey have st udied t he pr ef ixes ask t hem t o f old t he t op of  paper  (E1 

st udent s could keep t he paper  f lat  if  wished). 

• Explain t hat  t hey will be making and spelling ant onyms. 

• Call out  a list  of  suit able wor ds (suggest ed list  below, or  use page 5 f or  ideas). 

• As you call out  words, wr it e t he r oot  (only) on t he whit eboar d or  f lip char t . The 

st udent s must  wr it e t he complet e wor d in t he blanks on page 10. 

• Pass t his answer  sheet  ar ound t he class f or  self -checking (bet t er  t han asking 

st udent s t o hand in t heir  answer s). 

• Level 1/ 2 st udent s should be encouraged t o spell t he complet e wor d unaided. 

• St udent s could also wor k in pair s -  t hinking up wor d list s and t est ing each ot her .  

 

mis   dis   im   un   il 
 

 

List  of  suggest ed spellings (10-15 if  of t en enough, you do not  have t o r ead out  all 

t went y): 

 

1. misspell 

2. unlucky 

3. unnecessar y 

4. misbehave 

5. illegal  

6. disappear  

7. dissat isf act ion 

8. immat ur e 

9. i llogical  

10. impossible 

11. unwise 

12. unhelpf ul  

13. impr oper  

14. dishonest  

15. i llegible 

16. discont inue 

17. disappr ove 

18. misshape 

19. unpopular  

20. i llegit imat e 

 


