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  PILGRIM  

4600 N. Pilgrim Rd 
Brookfield, WI  53005 
262-781-7600 
office@christthekingpilgrim.org 
Pastor Jim Ahlquist 
pastor@christthekingpilgrim.org 

Sunday, November 30—Advent begins 

Sunday, December 21 

 8:00 & 10:30 am Worship  

 10:30 am  SS Christmas Program 

Wednesday, December 24  

Nursery Care available at the 4:00 service. 
   4:00 pm  Family Worship Service w/Praise Band, 
  Bell Choir & KJAM (Kids, Jesus and Music) 
 9:00 pm Candlelight Worship Service w/ Adult 
  Choir and Women’s Ensemble 

Sunday, December 28 

 9:30 am One Service—Service of Carols 

No Sunday School ~ resumes Jan 4  

The staff at Christ the King wishes you the complete love of Christ in your 
family, your celebrations, and your holidays:  

Pastor Jim Ahlquist, Janet Day, Dan Korsi, Nancy Kostanski,  

Lori Meleski, Stacey Nordmeyer, and Karen L. Sporleder 

Join us for our Sunday School Christmas 

Program “On Our Way to Bethlehem”. We 
will be presenting on December 21 at the 

10:30 worship service.  Come and celebrate 
this special season as our youngest members 
of Christ the King share the spirit of 

Christmas with all of you! 
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 “In where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” 

 Matthew 6:21 

CHRISTMAS PROMISE GIFT FOR 2015 

Are you ready to make this the best Christmas ever?  The best part of Christmas 
is realizing what we have been given, so that we can share the gifts with others.  
You know, we are “blessed to be a blessing.”  It’s always more fun to give than to 
receive.  In other words, giving brings joy and fulfillment, that lasts much longer 
than the gifts under the tree.  As we seek to make a difference for eternity, we 
realize that our priorities and giving can be out of balance.  When we hear that the 
average American family will spend close to $800.00 this year for Christmas 

gifts, the question of “whose birthday is it anyway” comes to the forefront. 
We quickly realize that we can’t out give the Giver, God.  Our gifts become more guilt and shame ridden, 
and the joy is drained.  Rather than giving our hearts, we give a token back to God, and we miss out on the 

greatest feeling ever. 

Instead of another “gimmicky” stewardship program, let’s make a Christmas Promise to God for 2015. 

In order for your leaders to determine where we are headed next year, we have to know your commitment to 
God through the congregation of Christ the King.  With or without Cross of Life, we need to know if the 

doors will remain open, and if we will continue to support a full time pastor. 

As Advent signifies a brand new church year, let’s thank the Giver of all good things by making a promise 
for 2015.  Let’s make this the best Christmas ever, and more importantly, make a difference for eternity in 
the lives of others. 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but 

have eternal life” John 3:16 

 What a Gift!  Glory to God! 
 Pastor Jim 
 .......................................................................................................................................................................  

CHRIST THE KING 2015 PROMISE CARD 

In order for Christ the King to accomplish its operations and benevolence in 2015 you are invited to make a 

joyful thank offering.  

My financial response will be:  

$_________ a week   OR    $__________ a month   OR   $__________ a year to Christ the King Lutheran 

Church.  I understand that this commitment can be revised if necessary. 

We also know many serve God’s people in many ways beyond Christ the King—thank you for making a 

difference in the many ways you serve! 

Print Name____________________________________ Signature___________________________________ 

Print Name____________________________________ Signature___________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please bring to the altar on December 7 or 14 or return to the church office (the financial secretary is the 

only person who sees your offering). 
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Sunday School Children Give Thanks!  

 WOW, it’s really cold outside; at CTK we are warmed by loving and supporting others! We 
give thanks for a November full of blessings. Families are awesome with outstanding Sunday 

attendance records. We are thankful for family and community! Our offerings for the Heifer project 

are also record making. We are thankful as we give to others. We worked with Cross of Life to host 

“Servanthood Blitz” for kindergarten-3rd graders (below a few pictures); while 4, 5 and 6 graders did 

service activities at COL. We are thankful for Jo Ann Tomm!  

 Practice for our Christmas program On Our Way to Bethlehem is underway with the 
leadership of Janet and her team. Invite your family and friends to celebrate the birth of Jesus with us 
on Sunday, Dec. 21 at 10:30.  Yes, join us!   
  We shout out, Jesus is alive at Christ the King!!                           

  Cyndee 

S U N D A Y  S C H O O L  U P D A T E  
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MISSION OF THE MONTH 
Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin and 

Upper Michigan 

Lutheran Social Services (LSS) offers a variety of 
services throughout Wisconsin and Upper Michigan. 
With the help of over 1,100 employees, LSS provides 
services across a person’s lifespan, addressing a variety 
of conditions. Services are available for children and 
families, adults, older adults and persons with 
disabilities. Services are open to all, regardless of 
religious affiliation or background.  LSS conducts its 
ministry on behalf of Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA) congregations in Wisconsin and Upper 
Michigan.  
Each year, LSS offers over 262 programs at over 196 
sites in 115 communities throughout Wisconsin and 
Upper Michigan.  LSS has an agency-wide office in 
Milwaukee and offices throughout Wisconsin and Upper 

Michigan. 

Yours in Christ, 

The Social Concerns Ministry Team 

Outreach Opportunities  

MITTEN TREE 
The tree is awaiting those scarves, mittens & hats for 
those who will need them this winter.  Please feel free 
to add any of the above items as often as you would 
like.  This, of course, is a seasonal need that CTK has 
participated for years.  Last year we collected 
approximately 160 items that were delivered to area 

outreach ministries on four occasions. 

ANGEL TREE 

It 's Angel Tree time again!  This year the children on our 
Angel Tree are  from Hephatha and Hopkins Lloyd 
School in Milwaukee. In an effort to think about what the 
11x15 program means to families in Milwaukee, all of 
the children on our tags have a significant family member 
from their lives who is incarcerated.  The loss that is 
experienced by these families and children is far more 
than just missing Christmas presents, but this is one way 
we can support the family at a time that can be extremely 
stressful. If you are interested in participating in the 
Angel Tree, please take a tag from the Angel Tree that is 
in the narthex of the church. Purchase one of the 
suggestions on the tag. Wrap the gift and attach the tag 
on the gift and return the gift to the narthex by December 
14th.  If you have any questions, please call Chris Keim 

@ 262-617-1574. Thank you and God's peace to you!!  

SERENITY INNS MEAL 

Please consider helping provide a dinner meal for the 
men at Serenity Inns on the third Monday of the 
month. These men are recovering from addiction and 
depend on the support of Lutheran congregations like 
ours. We have been bringing dinner to them once a 
month for many years. It's easy, fun, and I guarantee 
you will feel a strong sense of service. Our next date 

is:  Mon. December 15.  If interested, please talk 

with Ron & Barb Jones. 

Melissa Graesser is also hosting a meal several times 
a year and would appreciate any help you would like 
to give.  There is a sign up on the bulletin board in the 
narthex for you to bring items listed to complete the 
meal. Thank you! Please have them here at CTK by 2 
pm on the day of meal.  Next date is: Monday, 

December 1. 

HEBRON HOUSE 
On Monday, December 15, we will once again be 
delivering food and supplies to Hebron House.  We 
will be needing sloppy joes, fruit, cereals, eggs and 
dairy products, and paper products. You will find the 
sign up sheet on the narthex bulletin board. They also  
have an urgent need for bath towels; if you would be 
able to help out in this area, just indicate that they are 
for Hebron House and bring the towels to the CTK 
kitchen and they will be delivered along with the 
food. Please have all donations in the CTK kitchen by 
9:00AM on the 15th. Thank you for helping with this 

important mission of Christ the King.   

CHRISTMAS GIFT BAGS FOR 

HOMEBOUND 

Wanted:  A few good angels! 
Each Christmas, our visitation team assembles small 
gift bags for members of our congregation who may 
not be able to be with us as often as they would like.  
We want to let them know that while we may not see 
them often, they are still an important part of the 
Christ the King family. Our Sunday School students 
are already on board, making greeting cards for the 
shut-ins. On Monday, December 8 at 1PM, we will 
be meeting in the fellowship hall to pack the bags 
and assign them for delivery.  If you would like to 
pay a visit to one or two fellow members, come to 
the CTK fellowship hall at that time to help out.  We 
also need people who are willing to bake mini loaves 
of quick breads for inclusion in the bags. If you can 
help or have questions, call Jane Boorse, 781-1373.   
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E P I C  S T U D E N T  M I N I S T R I E S  

WE WELCOME MATT GRIEPENTROG AS OUR NEW YOUTH DIRECTOR! 

When Matt Griepentrog (“GREE-pen-trog) begins his shared position as Youth Director at Cross of Life and Christ 
the King in December, he will come armed with a wealth of experience overseeing a church’s Youth program. As 
well as its Sunday School program. And Confirmation. And Vacation Bible School. For the past seven years, as the 
Director of Christian Education and Youth at South Shore Trinity Lutheran Church in White Bear Lake, Minn., Matt 

was responsible for all of those areas. 

While he enjoyed the experiences, he’s excited to focus his efforts on one area – 
Youth & Young Adults, which includes Senior High – when he joins us. Matt will 
divide his time between our two congregations: 3/4 at Cross of Life and 1/4 at 

Christ the King. 

Matt is also looking forward to returning home to family and friends. Raised in 
Milwaukee, Matt graduated from Milwaukee Lutheran High School. He moved to 
St. Paul, Minn., to attend Concordia University, where he took courses in the 
Director of Christian Education Program and majored in Parish Administration. He 
graduated from Concordia in May 2007 and joined South Shore Trinity Lutheran 

Church that fall. 

The person he’s most happy to come home to, however, is his wife Joy, who took a 
teaching position this fall at Lake Country Lutheran School in Hartland. He and Joy 
will live in Pewaukee for the time being and will be close to his parents, 

grandparents, a sister, and many friends, all who live in the Lake Country area. 

“I’m excited to be closer to family and friends, but I’m also excited to get to know the people in the new 
congregations,” Matt said. “I had a really enjoyable time meeting the staff, as well as some of the youth and parents, 
at both churches. I’m looking forward to being involved in the Youth program, building relationships, and being a 
part of all the fun stuff. I was watching some of the videos online and you can tell they have a lot of fun! Both 

churches seem like very friendly places with very welcoming people.” 

During his free time Matt enjoys golfing, running, playing board games, watching movies, and spending time with 
family and friends. “I also love the Packers!” he is quick to add. Not the Vikings? Nope. According to Matt, “There’s 
no persuasive argument to be made there whatsoever.” 

Even away from work he likes to spend time with teens. “I enjoy going to different events the youth are involved in, 
whether it’s a sporting event, a play, whatever. To me, no matter how busy you are, you have to try to make that 
work. It’s great for the youth to know you’re supporting what they’re doing, and I go because I want to be there.” 

For Matt, building relationships is very gratifying. “Because I’ve been at South Shore for seven years, I’ve been able 
to see a lot of the youth begin in the program and work their way from middle school through high school and into 
college. I’ve been able to see the people they’ve become. Watching each one of them grow in their faith and as a 
person is very rewarding.” 

While he admits it will be sad to leave his position at South Shore, he’s had time to process it. Joy announced to the 
congregation in April that she would be taking her new position in the fall, so everyone knew Matt would join her. 
“We’ve made some really good friends in St. Paul so it will be hard not to see them, but now we’ll be with friends 
and family in Wisconsin, so Joy and I are happy about that.” 

Matt and Joy met at Concordia University while they were serving on Student Senate and have been married since 
June 2010. Matt is excited for Joy to have found a great teaching job and was happy to support her decision to move 
here. After all, she does some pretty great things for him, too. “I turned the big 3-0 in January,” Matt says. “Joy threw 
a surprise party for me in the theme of the TV series Mad Men and everyone dressed in character. Now that was 

really cool!” 

Matt appreciates the opportunity to serve at Cross of Life and Christ the King, and looks forward to having a positive 
impact on our kids’ faith journeys. “I want the youth to know what Jesus has done for them and how he has shown us 
to live … and how we can share his love and grace with everyone in our lives.” 
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Preaching Rotation in Place for December 

An ongoing preaching rotation is now in place between Cross of Life and Christ the King. John, Sherrie, 
or Muriel will each preach once a quarter at CTK and Jim from CTK will preach at COL two times in each 
three-month period. (Note: The schedule is subject to change based on the pastoral needs at each 

congregation.) Here is the Preaching Rotation Plan for December 2014: 

      December 6-7           Sherrie at COL Jim at CTK 

      December 13-14       Jim at COL  Muriel at CTK 

      December 20-21       John at COL Jim at CTK 

      Christmas Eve         John, Sherrie, Muriel at various services;  Jim at CTK 

      December 27-28       John at COL Jim at CTK   
 

Update: Health & Wellness Center 

In the November newsletter we reported on the work of the group formed to utilize the $25,000 grant 

from the Siebert Lutheran Foundation. The grant was extended to our two congregations to study the 

possibility of exterior grounds improvements and new construction at the Christ the King site. 

These projects would create a variety of health and wellness features. Exterior projects might range from 
community gardens, ropes courses, contemplation areas (like a labyrinth) to athletic and play areas. Indoor 
features would include spaces like a kitchen for cooking groups, space to support the free clinics we work 

with, and a gym that could host both sports activities and overnight groups serving in the Milwaukee area.  

The group is rapidly completing its task in connection with Zimmerman Architectural Studios. They 
will share site maps, possible building options, and tentative costs to the congregation at special Sunday Adult 

Forums in January 2015. 

The basic areas of consideration will be things like the following: 

•  Looking at a master plan for the site that could guide a series of improvements over a period of several 
 years. 

•  Comparison of the costs and benefits of renovating existing CTK space and/or constructing new space. 

•  Examination of wetlands and environmental corridors on the property and possible location of exterior 
 features. 

•  Consideration of needed updates to the existing building including roof repair and fire sprinkler system.   

Looking at these possibilities is independent from the conversation about our overall relationship as 
congregations. We were fortunate to receive the Siebert grant and we will want to evaluate the Health and 
Wellness options carefully, realizing that the collaboration between the congregations might be enhanced by a 

project like this but also is not dependent on it.  

Please share your thoughts and ask questions of the CTK members of the work group:  Pastor Jim, Bret 

Berglund, Eric Godfrey, Wayne Higgins, Tom Lee, Brandan Stobbs, Diana Stobbs.  

COLLABORATION UPDATES & OPPORTUNITIES 
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ADULT FORUM ON DEC. 7 ADDRESSES “THE TALK” 

Sunday, Dec 7~ “How to Talk to Kids About Sex” ~ 9:30 am, Rm 202 

Parents and kids alike both fear the dreaded sex talk …. What should I say? When should I say it? What are 
my kids really facing out there? COL Members Mike and Janice Johnson will help us think through the best 
ways to educate our kids, and ourselves.  
 

COL BIBLE STUDY BASED ON ESPN’S “30 FOR 30” 

Sunday Mornings: “30 for 30” ~ November 30-December 21 ~ 9:30 am North Fellowship Hall. 

Sports aren’t life, but sometimes life is brought into focus in sports. Join us for four weeks of segments from 
the ESPN series “30 for 30.” We’ll look behind the sports pages and into the deep recesses of the best and 
worst of the human spirit. This four-week study is being led by John Horner-Ibler.  

ADVENT FEST 

Don’t miss an important COL event: Advent Fest on Fri, December 5! This evening is the perfect way to wel-

come the season of Advent, and it holds something special for everyone. 

• 5:30 pm: Pot Luck Dinner begins and everyone is invited! Hot ham sandwiches and an endless salad will be 
served by the GO Committee. Please bring a dish to pass and a plate of goodies for dessert if you have time. 

• 6:15 pm: Worship in the Sanctuary and sing the first carols of the season! 
• 6:30 pm: Deck our halls and trees or create a Christ-centered Craft! Sing along with wandering carolers and 

sip cider with friends by the fire. What a cozy way to begin Advent! 

CROSS OF LIFE  

Christmas Eve Services ~ Wed., December 24 

2:00 p.m. 

Readings, Carols & Candlelight  
Special Message for Children 

Music: String Ensemble  
Communion 

4:00 p.m. 

Readings, Carols & Candlelight  
Special Message for Children 

Music: Brass Ensemble 

6:00 p.m. 

Readings, Carols & Candlelight 
Special Message for Children  

Music: Children’s Choirs 

7:30 p.m. 

Readings, Carols & Candlelight  
Special Message for Children 

Music: Senior Choir 
Communion 

10:30 p.m. 

Readings, Carols & Candlelight  
Music: Gloria Dei Handbell Choir 

Communion 

WINTER CONCERTS 

The City of Brookfield Parks, Recreation 
& Forestry Department presents the 

Brookfield Civic Band and Chorus 

under the direction of Kari Mueller & 
Amy Hufnal.  Sunday, December 21 @ 
2:00 pm in the Harris Theater at the 
Sharon Lynne Wilson Center for the Arts, 
19805 W. Capitol Dr., Brookfield.  
Admission: $5 adults, $3 seniors (60+), 
children 12 and under free.  Tickets 
available at the Wilson Center 262-781-
9470 or online at www.wilson-
center.com.  Sharon Giessen and George 
Kasdorf are members of these groups and 
Jessica Lee will be accompanying on her 
flute. 
 

Bel Canto Chorus presents “Christmas in 
the Basilica” on Sat. Dec. 13 @ 7:30 pm 
and Sun. Dec 14 @ 3 & 6:30 pm.  St. 
Josaphat Basilica, 2333 S. 6th St., 
Milwaukee.  One of Milwaukee’s holiday 
traditions featuring traditional to current 
and the ever-popular audience sing-along.  
Call 414-481-8801 for tickets.  Eileen 
Griffiths is a member! 
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The following gifts and memorials have been received  and are 

greatly appreciated.  Those received after the publication date 

will be in the following month's Pilgrim.  If we have missed 

listing your name, please contact us. 

MEMORIALS 

Lois Grzys 

 Lois Garms 

Doris Kasdorf 

     Heifer International 
 Jeff & Laurie Furness 

     Library 
 John & Lyn Otterstein 

     Music Fund 

 Reg & Sue Becker 

     Praise Band 

 Philip & Susan Caruso 

     Roof Fund 
 Carole Indermuehle 
 Joyce Koenitzer 
 Jack & Marilyn Koplin 
 Eileen Lau 
 Diana, Brandon, & Ben Stobbs  

    Undesignated 
 Louis & Mary Bahrke 
 Nadine Bergstrom 
 Garland & Marilyn Bonneson 
 Jane Boorse 
 William & Erika Browne 
 Kurt & Andrea Bunk 
 Don & Shirley Calhoun 
 John & Vivian Clark 
 Mary Dalton 
 Pat & Jane Dowling 
 Eunice Fauk 
 M. J. & R. M. Frisch 
 Jeff & Laurie Furness 
 Lois Garms 
 Joyce Graef 
 Jim & Carol Grube 
 Pearl Haack 
 Elaine Hafemeister 
 B. & G. Heideman 
 Mary Huss 
 Ron & Barb Jones 
 Craig & Karen Kodanko 
 Bradley & Marcia Kolstad 
 Rev. Keith & Karen Kolstad 
 William & Patricia Kurth 
 Lawrence & Julie Lange 
 Perry & Darlene Lee 
 James Leifer 

MEMORIALS & SPECIAL GIFTS 

THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 

The Thursday morning ladies just finished up the study 
of Ruth and will start new study in mid January, "Christ 

In the Psalms".  Carole will need to order books in mid 
December so if anyone new is interested in joining the 

study please let her know by December 15. 

 Doris Loken 
 Sigrid Marquardt 
 Eleanor McKeown 
 Dale & Kimberly Mittelstaedt 
 Fred & Pat Petran 
 Mary Schumann 
 Wayne & Ruth Seiler 
 Marjorie Sinn 
 Fred & Vina Tausend 
 Ralph & Carol Volkmann 
 Nancy Walz 
 Eileen Westerfield  
 Beverly Wickland 
 Linda Wilson 
 Patty Zais 
 Earl & Suzanne Zietz 

 

SPECIAL GIFTS 

Give to Live 
 Jane Boorse 

Landscape 
 Jerry & Marjorie Kipp 

Praise Band 

 Carole Indermuehle 
 Ron & Barb Jones 
 Jerry & Marjorie Kipp 
 Jack & Marilyn Koplin 
 Lee & Becky Lawrence 
 Ralph & Carol Volkmann 
 Steve & Lisa Walz 
 Linda Wilson 

Rachel/Tanzania 
 Ken & Nancy Kostanski 

Roof Fund 

 Mary Huss 
 Ralph & Carol Volkmann 

Soles for Jesus 
 Joyce Graef 
 Melissa Graesser 
 Jerry & Marjorie Kipp 
 Ralph & Carol Volkmann 

Sunday School 
 Kevin & Melissa Grabowski  
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Birthdays & Anniversaries 
Celebrating December Birthdays 

 1 Anna Mae Anderson (90 yrs) 
 2 Lois Roesch 
 3 Bob Day 
 Craig DeKarske 
 Ruth Ann Opem (84 yrs) 
 5 Olivia Wellnitz 
 6 Eunice Fauk 
 Steve Walz 
 7 Dave Rau 
 Patricia Schneider (86 yrs) 
 8 Tammy Godfrey 
 9 Mary Haack 
11  Scott Wegner 
15 Julie Spahr 
17 Valerie Piontek 
19 George Kasdorf (91 yrs) 
20 Richard Anderson  
 TJ Kadow 
23 Sandy Huss 
 Kevin Koplin 
24 Mary Huss 
26 Danielle Gilomen 
 Fred Petran 
27 Kristen Bauer 
 Donna Wolfe 
28 Gary Blaschke 
 Melissa Graesser 
29 Sami Wellnitz 
30 Jeff Furness 

Celebrating December Anniversaries: 

18 Neal & Barb Borkenhagen (43 yrs) 
23 Rick & Jane Boorse (47 yrs) 

1 
Average Weekly Giving equals year-to-date collections divided by 43 weeks. 

2
 Average Weekly Expenses equals the year-to-date Operating Expenses divided by 43 weeks. 

"Then the people rejoiced because they had offered so willingly, for they made their offering to the Lord with 
a whole heart…"  1 Chronicles 29:9  

Weekly Giving vs. Operating Expenses through October  

 2014 2013 Difference 

Average Weekly Giving1 $   4,994 $   4,883 2.27% 

Avg. Weekly Expenses2 $   5,382 $   5,505 2.23% 

Weekly Shortfall $    (388) $    (622)  

BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS 
 

 Kellan Bauer Timmy Berglund 
 Kelsey Clark Eleanor Gosa 

Please remember the following 
members in your prayers: 

those serving in the military and our 

nation’s leaders 

Jacob Champan (grandson of Bitterbergs) 
serving in Middle East; Alex Howland 
(friend of Brandan Stobbs); Richard Cantu III (grandson of 
Richard Cantu) both serving in Afghanistan; Nick Regall 
(grandson of Marilyn Koplin) serving in the Persian Gulf; 
Andrew Kroll (grandson of Carole Indermuehle) serving in 
Guam  

those with health concerns 

Members:  Gary Blaschke; Bev Wickland; Mary Schumann; 
James Adams; Anna Mae Anderson; Wayne Higgins; Elinor 
Jones; Dick Paradowski; Carol & Dave Knoll 

family and friends grieving the loss of these loved ones: 

Joyce Smerka d. Nov 16 (aunt of Linda Johnson); Doris 
Kasdorf d. Nov 7 

It’s time to place orders for Poinsettias 
to help decorate the sanctuary.  Please 
use an envelope in the pews or from 
your offering envelope box.  Be sure to 
indicate if it is “In honor of” or “In 
memory of” and include the name or 

names.  The cost for each plant is $12.00  The final Sunday 
to order plants is December 14.   Thank you for your help in 

decorating our sanctuary. 
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