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The New Year 2016 has begun at AFBC and it’s going to be an exciting year. We experi-
enced a record year last year, and I believe that we will see an even greater year this year, His

3 | glory to behold!

This past Sunday night, AFBC elected to Call the Rev. John Tucker to serve as the Asso-
ciate Pastor of Senior Adults at our church. He has accepted the Call and will begin his minis-
tries with us this Sunday. January 17™. We rejoice in the Lord in this step of faith that con-
cludes a 16 month search by the AFBC O.W.L.S. Council, acting as a Search Team for this po-
sition. A big “thank you” goes to the O.W.L.S. Council and Volunteer Senior Adult Director,
Jan Gray, for taking the lead in this important effort and for having continuous unity and spir-
itual depth throughout the process. They successfully completed the task assigned to them by
the church in September 2014. We thank the Lord for this excellent addition to our ministry
staff and look forward to great things in the years ahead.

As we head into the final quarter of Growing God’s Kingdom 2, we are just a little be-
hind in our January donations. If you have not made your monthly contribution yet, please con-
sider completing it so that the church can complete its required payment this month. Everyone
has been so faithful over the past 3 years to help us keep up with this campaign. It has been a
great success. Thank you for your cooperation and support.

During the month January, we are studying our way through the Bible book of 2 Corinthi-
ans. Out study is called, “The Church Ministry Handbook.” This amazing Bible book address-
es many of the problems that the church was experiencing in Corinth around 57 AD and is
equally applicable to our church today. So far, the study has focused on our relationship with
Christ as Savior and Lord, our conduct as Christians, the need to forgive others, and God’s su-
pernatural power that works within us to heal, complete us, and make us right with God and
others. The study will be addressing topics like what should a church’s ministry include, who
should be doing the ministry of the church, what happens when we don’t get what we want
from God, and what is God’s plan for the church.

This past Sunday night, we studied chapter 4:1-6. Verse 6 states: "For God, who said,
‘Light shall shine out of darkness,’ is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.” This beautiful verse reminds us that
God spoke the world into creation and commanded the light to shine “out of darkness (Genesis
1:2-3).” Moreover it is He who shines His light into our hearts through His Son, Jesus Christ, as
we place our faith in Him. When He shines His light within our hearts, we receive the
knowledge of or experience the fullness of the glory of God through Jesus Christ as His beauty
and love is revealed to us and we become immersed into it. His light brings healing, love, wis-
dom, refreshing, wholeness, and discernment to follow His plan for us. The verses just prior to
this verse remind us that the god of this world (Satan) blinds us and deceives us, causing us to
go astray from God’s plan. When we are receiving His fullness of Light within our hearts, we
are filled with joy and peace and satisfaction to live a good and healthy life daily.

Plan to join us as we continue to study this amazing book on Sundays and Wednesdays
throughout January. Let’s study the Bible together! It’s good for
the soul!

In His Love,
Pastor Rick

PBring the Family!
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Divine Lessons in 2015

EVERY GOOD AND

PERFECT

GIFT

COMES FROM

A B O V E God, the giver of eve-

-JAMES 117 ry good and perfect
gift (James 1:17). | thought it might be appropriate to
also reflect on the lessons God taught me in 2015 and
to share those with you.

If there is one area in which the Lord challenged
me to grow this year, it was in my prayer life. | learned
so much about the importance of prayer. Earlier in
2015 our church was going through a time of financial
difficulty and as a staff we were concerned that we
might not be able to make the payment on the new
building without taking from the general fund and cut-
ting ministry budgets. A prayer walk was held after
church one Sunday and it was so moving to see so
many of our church members circling the church build-
ing lifting up our need up to the Lord. Just a few days
later, God provided for that need in abundance. There
have been other times that | needed musicians, solo-
ists, or men to sing in the choir and | started to be-
come discouraged. | was gently reminded to trust the
Lord and as | lifted my concern to Him in prayer He
provided again and again. There have also been times
in my family life in 2015 where we weren’t sure what
God wanted of us in certain situations. As we earnest-
ly sought Him, He made His will abundantly clear. I am
reminded of Matthew 7:7, “Ask and it will be given to
you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be
opened to you.” God has especially challenged me to
spend a concentrated time in private prayer. | started
getting up an extra 15 minutes early to devote more
time to prayer in the morning. | can’t begin to tell you
how much this extra time has affected my spiritual
life. It was well worth giving up 15 minutes of sleep.

God taught me alot about trust in 2015. What
probably exercised my trust the most was the plan-
ning of the Runge Project. I’'m not sure that | have ev-

| recently men-
tioned on a Sunday
morning that my fami-
ly has the tradition on
New Year’s Eve of re-
flecting on the ways
God blessed us that
year. Our answers,
though different, al-
low us the opportuni-
ty to give thanks to
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er led and organized something so large and involved.
There were multiple occasions when | thought the
bottom was going to drop out and that it wasn’t go-
ing to happen. Every time, God reassured me of His
desire for me to lead the important outreach endeav-
or and He worked out every problem in ways that |
never imagined. The Runge Project also showed me
how lost and hurting our community is. It was amaz-
ing how people would open up and share heartbreak-
ing stories when we engaged them in conversation
and offered to pray for them. Christian family, there
are alot of people without hope just down the road
from us. We have to get outside of our homes and
outside of our church walls and share the gospel with
them. We have to show them love and follow up with
them. We possess a hope in Jesus Christ that can radi-
cally change their circumstances both here on earth
and for eternity.

The latest thing God taught me in 2015 is about
how intentional we must be during busy seasons of
life to keep our focus on Him. This holiday season was
probably the busiest | have ever been in my years of
ministry. At the start of December, my wife and | sat
down, looked at the crazy calendar, and discussed
ways that we could put our focus on Jesus. Every
night possible, we read an Advent book to our chil-
dren that shared Bible stories pointing to the signifi-
cance of Christ’s coming. We decided to participate as
a family in the lighting of the Advent candles this year
and we studied the significance of each candle we lit.
Though we could probably have done a better job
keeping our focus on Christ, we are extremely grateful
for the time we spent reminding ourselves and our
children that Christmas is not about Santa, reindeer,
gifts, lights and food, it is about Jesus Christ leaving
His perfect home in heaven to come to this earth
knowing full-well that He would have to suffer and die
to reconcile us to His Father. If we aren’t intentional
about taking measures to keep ourselves focused on
the Lord during the crazy busy times in our lives, we
will inevitably let our spiritual lives suffer.

| hope the Lord taught you a lot in 2015 and that
you will look for lessons He may want to teach you in
2016. He has a great plan for us in this New Year. Let’s
seek Him, trust Him, and follow His leading! | love you
and love being your Worship Pastor!

For His Glory,
Stephen Wilhite




Page 3

¢ INOdD

NIY S.A0D ON

IMOYD

Buixogyory saipe wdoQ:9 :Aepsen]
dwe) joog seipe wdpo:9 s.Aepsiny g :Aepuopy
EEVREERE ERE I ER)

IOy

TvSHVY3HIY T1390NVH Nd9
L# 19)19|SMAN EMOO IlEN
6¢

94-BIN uoneAnoy

sajwwo) (Ny9) 994 WdL
CallVEIN QEw‘_o>> mc_cw>m_ Nd9
OAL—39H04 UnoA wdog'g

oY

-kpnig e1qig 3 wA9 usdo spry wdg
4- Bunesy gaiN wdg|:z)
AQNLS 319I19/SS WVSH'6
JOINYIS dIHSHOM VL L/INOE'S
S9VIAIRS Y Yloq ._mv_mwaw
}sano s|dyonuy uely ‘oilg 8¢

sj@yonuy| uely oig -

Jeujwas [eloueuld 3 uoiepuno4 lenyaids

82/20 —9Z/20 pusyeam

Jeujwag Bujuueld
|e1aueul paseg a|qig wdg-wid|

om-|esieayal Jioyd diysiop, wdog:/
OV-iLOVdINI HLNOA wdog:9
SYHIOHD SNIYATIHD wdog:g

94/74 A18A009Y 91BIGRIED) 0€:9

sawoy ul
sdnoub safeid g)99 wdog:L-0€:S
DAL - 96104 YINoA NdOE:S

ov
-fpnig eiaig '3 WAD uad spiy widg

Jeujwag wdog:g-wd; oM QV-H1 Buixogyory seipeT AQNLS 319I19/SS WVSH'6
youn| wdz} ‘uy Juod —¢ pd-sioyewsdald 0gdy dz-weol | —Apmis ajaig/Bunespy jofeid wdpg:g | wdg wooy Aunwwo) yueg ABswy TYSHYIHIY STIFFANVH Wd9 | SIOIAYTS dIHSHOM VL LINYOE'S
Jeulwag WeQg:| |-Wege:e # Bunes| diysiapes ¢y99 wd) YBIN matreld SO84Y SNM wdg):g ® ApmiS B|aIg YoeSANO WeQE'H aulpeaq JapaIsmaN pd-isepieaig sus|y Wepg:/
V¥4 9 74 vz x4 [44 1z
-kpnig elqig 3 wA9 uado spry wdg
om-[es1eayal 110y diysiop wdog:/ 94/v4 A1enodsy sjeiqele) 0g:9 ONILIIN NOOYIA WdOE'Y
om-|esieaysy pueg ssield wdog:9 OV-iLOVdINI HLNOA wdog:9 DAL~ By @oueul4 3 196png wdg AQNLS 9IF/SS WYSH'6
yewsy —swo] suog-1 @ Jeddng SYHIOHD SNIYATIHD Wdog:g wy ‘wwo) yueg Abswy JOINY3S dIHSHOM VL L/INOE'S
—bugno Ayyuop $IMO wdog:g oM © £pmis Bja1g YoeauNO Wepe:s OM-8ln0y wdg Qy—iaddng wdg
pyd-sioyewdsld 0gdy dz-weol | ‘Apmis sjqig/Bunesiy Jekeid wdog:9 yoainy jsndeg adoy TWSHYIHIY STIFFANVH Wd9 «Wooy Jepm,,
94—Apnig sjaig saipe wepg:0) uoayouN| Jaquiey) wepg: ) SNM WdGL'G |  MIN -uoayoun salejaIag wdz) AVAITOH LNIANLS/ADIAYISNI * BIAO B Jauulq SBURUBJEA
0z 6l 8l Ll 9 Req sjuapisaid G| vl
groz‘ vr- g ?E:\ﬁmnh SNOO0L NIEM.
awi] jleH 1sen9 y4—diysmojjed B
OAL Imogiedng wdog:g OM ApNIS 3[arg
euspeseq -S[@Xonuy Ue|y /M [Iounod yainyp Kienuer wdpg:g “aq anylip usydels

94—Apnig sjqig saipe] wepg:0l
€l

084 -Sululel] SAVLIOV ®
%01y "oig 7@ SI9Yoes) SOg4y

“10H IN3ANLS/3JIAYASNI T}

om-|esleayay pueg asield wdog:9
Auowsaia) sw

Slwwo) j08foid 9A07 anJ] wdpg:9
p4-sioxewsdsld Og4y dz-weo)

OAL-i1OVdINI HLNOA wdog:9
SYIOHD SNIMATIHD wdog:g
AGNLS 31919 AAVANVF wdog:9
SNM wdg)'g

0L

papuedx3 diysiapea pauiquio) wd;
94/74 A18n008Y 81eIgeeD 0€:9

wy Ajunwwo? yueg ABawy

@ Apnis 8ja1g YoeaANO WEE:6

6

TVSHYIHIY STIFFANVH Wd9
OV-H1 dwe) joog seipe wdg
aulpeaq Ja)d|SmaN

]

‘diysmojjej ’g 4O %009 1j1yD |Mogiedng
g wdog: I[eqhooy Bey JNpy/yinoA
wdg “AJeS) UOISSI\ AIBunH au} pes4

Apmig 01Ig/SS NYSY:6 STIFFANYH
JOINYIS dIHSHOM WYL L/INOES L

L0 /20 -S0/20 PUX99M MON-Q UINOA

(Buneroio s1vA
SIN) Jeyua) diysiom—Buippap

oy

=

1

om-[esieayay pueg asield wdog:9
p4-sieewadsald Og4y dg-weq)

JM-[esieayay oy diysiop wdog:/
OAL-iLOVdINI HLNOA wdog:9
SHIOHO SNIHATIHO wdog:9

AQNLS 7919 AIVNNVF wdog:9

94/y4 Ainooey ajeiga|e) 0g:9

94—BN “wwo) suoissiy wdog:9

SLLIOJ\ 2998y % UOSIET Uyop wdg Wy JUOD-J0UNOD STMO Wep) SNM wdg):g wy Aunwwo sueg ABaury TYSYYIHIY STIFEANVH Wd9
94-Apnig 8|q1g salpe wepg:0lL 4 m::mms_ diysiapea £)199 gg-youn| souelly [eussiuly wdz) ® fpnig eja1g Yyoeanno Wepe:6 JV-H1 dwe) joog saipe wdg
9 S v € (4 l
“1 — e
Jes 14 =y NUL PaM =y ©ONnL =y UOIN ung

< 4

< 54

< 54

W9 — Wdg g Wep — WeQg.9 14 - UOJ AJSIUI 9IBap[IuD Papusixg

Wdp0:9 — Weperg — U4 — "UO :ANSIUI 81edpiy awi] [Ing
jodey Aaa wegg:0 (selejol) s.Aepsiny 9 Aepsaupapy

{wdz-weg —114 - uoly) -INQ Aeq S JaYIoN
jedey) Apeap wep:QL 9 Wepz:6 S.Aepsaupap

10042S UBSHyY) jsndeg Jsiiq Elpedly

"SOUSIUN UONEINPT AEPYIoM

¢ INOAONIM S.dOD DNIMOHD

9408 twmigys

[I®MOQON 8noQ/1eudjeg Awwes 8Z/2
feue.ag sor/uosiapuy 8noq 12/2
aoue uelo/jpulsyloy uyor v1/e
Jayojeg Awwes/yosai) Al19y L0/2

[1eD Uo suodes(




Upcoming Events

SEGCOND
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Jornumary Bible Study 2016
2 Corunthians
“The Chuwwrcs

Ministry Handbook”

Bible Study started January 3, 2016 and continues through the month of January!
You will not want to miss this exciting study. SUNDAY: 8:30AM, 11AM & 6PM &
WEDNESDAY EEVENINGS: 6:30PM Workbooks are available in the foyer for a $8. 00 donation

February Men’s Breakfast
When: Sun.- Feb. 21st
Where: AFBC Fellowship Hall (F4)
Time: 7:30am
Guest Speaker: TBA
No need to sign up. All men are
welcome and encouraged to attend.

7 Week Ladies Bible Study

Start Date: January 30, 2016
End Date: March 12, 2016

(This Includes a 1-week break)
Where: AFBC Fellowship Hall (F4)
Costs: Workbook — $13

“Cross” Training T-shirt — $15
Total Cost: $38

Time: 10:30am — 11:30am
Where: AFBC—F6

Relax and sleep in on Saturday mornings; then
come to Bible Study! If you’re an early bird then
get you stuff done before Bible Study!

Sign up in the foyer or see Julie Beanland
for additional information.

PRISCILLA SHIRER

,\

S ERRR R

@ AFBC 10t Annual Super
Bowl Sunday Chili Cook-

g
K off & Worship Service

FEBRUARY 7, 2016

g) 4:00pm Chili Check in Time ~F5
o o

é&j 4:30pm Chili Cook-Off Supper ~ F4

7
éﬁ) 5:30pm Worship Service - Worship
Cenfer

@ 5:30pm Superbowl V Game ~ F4

%) Half Time Guest Speaker:
TBA

<" FELLOWSHIP, FOOTBALL GAME,
& FUN&FOOD -
g) FELLOWSHIP HALL

i)
é&‘? See Bro. Stephen |t T

7. Wilhite (Director) i
%{) for more infor- : %ﬂ'
mation. .SUPER. BOWL

@f@m@@w@@%@@w@@w@@w@@w%w@@w@@w@@w@@w@@w@@w@@w@@w@@m@@m




It’s the season for
resolutions...or not!

One of my resolutions is
to lose the same 10 pounds that
I have lost every January for the
last 10 years! Nashville-based
LifeWay Research finds that
overall, 57 percent of Americans report making health-
related New Year’s resolutions. If we want to be success-
ful'in our efforts to improve our health or lose weight we
must be intentional. Perhaps it is time to try a new kind
of diet.

Time to Start a New D.I.E.T.

Tracie Miles — Proverbs 31 Ministries
December 28, 2015

"Don’t you realize that all of you together are the
temple of God and that the Spirit of God lives in you?" 1
Corinthians 3:16 (NLT)

The holiday hustle and bustle may be behind us,
but perhaps you’re like me and find you have a few re-
grets over the neglect of your health. It’s so simple in the
rush of the season to find a few bad habits sneaking in ...
times where we take the easy route over the best route.

For example, on a busy day, it’s quicker to zip
through a drive-through than grill some chicken and veg-
gies at home.

Not only can we take the easy way with our health,
we can easily slip into bad spiritual habits as well. When
we’re exhausted, it’s easier to slump onto the couch and
seek comfort in milk and cookies, rather than open God’s
Word for encouragement.

It's so enticing to sleep late on Saturday mornings,
rather than get up and spend quiet time with God.

Let’s face it, easier and quicker isn’t always better
— either physically or spiritually. The best choices often
take extra time and effort, but they are crucial for our
health and a strong faith.

Our key verse reminds us we have a responsibility
to care for ourselves spiritually because of Who resides
inside: "Don’t you realize that all of you together are the
temple of God and that the Spirit of God lives in you?" (1
Corinthians 3:16).

This year, as we think about New Year’s Resolu-
tions, what if we focused on the inside? What better
time to begin committing to a healthy spiritual diet that
feeds our spirits, lightens our hearts, nourishes our souls

and fuels our walk with Christ than right now?

Below is some "food for thought" for how to kick off a
strong spiritual D.I.E.T. and become a spiritually healthier
you in the coming year.

D — DISCIPLINE: 1 Chronicles 16:11 says, "Search
for the LORD and for his strength,; continually seek him"
(NLT). The Bible gives us guidelines for living through His
Word that help us grow spiritually healthy and mature in
our faith. A daily dose of disciplined faith, which includes
setting aside time every day to seek God through His
Word and prayer, goes a long way to helping us achieve
spiritual health.

| — INTENTIONAL: A strong faith doesn’t happen
on its own but needs to be intentionally pursued. | have
to make a deliberate effort to put God first in my life.
Acts 2:42 says, "They devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and
to prayer"” (NIV). What a beautiful example we have of
the intentionality of the first followers of Jesus — they
gathered together daily to study, pray and share the
Lord’s supper.

E — EARNEST: Being earnest in our faith takes
effort to the next level. Have you ever read a passage of
the Bible or listened to a sermon, and forgotten the topic
10 minutes later? Me too. | listened, but apparently my
mind and heart weren’t fully engaged. Hebrews 11:6
says "And without faith it is impossible to please God, be-
cause anyone who comes to him must believe that he
exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him"
(NIV). When we sit down to spend time with God in any
form, He longs for our full, zealous attention and the re-
ward for our intentional and earnest faith is the develop-
ment of a deep spiritual hunger.

T — TRUSTING: My weakest times are when |
doubt God’s plans or purpose for the hard times. Psalm
9:10 says, "Those who know your name trust in you, for
you, O LORD, do not abandon those who search for you"
(NLT). When | start to feel weak, | need to uncover any
doubt that has settled in my heart and choose to trust
God. Trusting God, in the good and bad times, is an es-
sential part of a healthy spiritual diet.

Is 2016 your year to start a new D.I.E.T. plan with
Jesus? Why not start today? After all, it is a Monday,
when all new healthy diets begin.

Sweet Jesus, | long to have a deeper relationship with You
and commit to making my faith a priority. Give me the
desire and strength to follow a healthy spiritual diet this
year. In Jesus’ Name, Amen
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What Force Today?

Our Adult Sunday School Instructor, Doug
McDowell, made the comment in class that a lot of
Christians are satisfied with the “Status Quo” and are
reluctant to venture forth and contact strangers, and
even people they know, with the need, and even wanted,
information about the Saving Grace and Healing Powers
pf the belief in Jesus Christ as One’s Savior.

That brought to mind a couple of “word pictures”
I jotted down some time back. Go with me in your mind
ads I paint this picture. You might even physically per-
form the exercise with a friend for funzies.

Have you ever taken a handful of marbles and just
“flung ‘em”? Just tossed them out ahead of you and
watched them finally come to rest? On a concrete pad or
gym floor, those marbles, though they roll and roll,
around and about, sometimes back and forth, back and
forth, they will finally come to rest.

They are in what I like to call their ‘comfort
zone’. People have comfort zones! Did you realize that?
Each of us has a dry, warm, secure, comfortable place
where we can settle in and just let the world go by.
Sound reasonable? Our comfort zones may vary from
time to time, from hour to hour, but we all have one.

Can you visualize yourself in your easy chair after
a hard day’s work—a glass of iced tea in your hand,
shoes off, evening news on the TV, the aroma being
cooked permeating the atmosphere THE PHONE
RINGS! What a jarring, unwelcome sound! What n un-
timely interruption! (This was composed long before the
advent (invention) of those bothersome things we hold
in our hand at all time and look at when we should be
being productive with something else). The old-time
phones were across the room or maybe in the bedroom.
Your first impulse is to et in ring. It’ll quit eventually,
and if it is important they will call back. That phone ring
is an external force. You are different from a marble in
that you respond to both Internal n external forces. You
make yourself go. You, and you alone, can move your-
self out of your *comfort zone’ ad into a area o discom-
fort, whatever it may be.

Admittedly, external forces apply leverage to our
internal forces, but we, and we alone, can motivate our-
selves to do something we dislike, or fear, or do not un-
derstand. Also, we and we alone, as Christians are
charged with the responsibility of spreading the truth
about Christ and how the I o in the world can achieve
salvation through belief in Him, and how, when that

Lamplighten

®

moment of truth is achieved, pace of mind smooth the
troubles of the believer. We must push the starter button
that mobilizes our internal forces to get out and about,
and just go for it. Have you told someone about Jesus
Christ today?

We must always remember , we are an external
force attempting to motivate their internal forces to
move them in the right direction to Jesus Christ. They
may resent us for that and show a negative reaction. Be
not discouraged look what God accomplished in six
days!

May you Always have Blessings of Health and Happi-
ness
-Bill & Betty Flaniken
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ADULT III CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION
Approximately 50 mem-

bers of the Adult III Sunday

School Class gathered on De-

cember 4™ to celebrate the

Christmas Season. Vickie
VanWinkle did a great job or-
ganizing the annual “Make It,
Bake It or Grow It” festivities.
The group proved to be very

creative and there was more
than a little friendly competition in the gift exchange!
Delicious snacks and beverages were enjoyed by all.
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Introduce Yowto:.. | |
Raymond &
Frances Smitiv

Welcome new mem-
bers, Frances and Raymond
Smith. Frances is a BOI (Born
on Island) and grew up in Gal-
veston with her parents and
one brother. Joe grew up in La Marque and had nine
brothers and 1 sister.

The Smiths have been married for 53 years and
have four children, two grandchildren and two great
grandchildren. They are new to the Santa Fe area
having been here only four months. Previously they
lived in Houston and Sargent.

Although now retired, Frances previously worked
for Alcon and Raymond was a computer programmer.
Raymond is also a former weight lifter and
Frances a golfer who still enjoys playing when she gets
the chance. Both describe themselves as being handy

with tools!

The Smiths have been Christians for many years
and felt the Lord’s leadership in becoming a part of
Arcadia First Baptist Church.

Welcome Frances and Raymond. We look for-
ward to times of worship, service and fellowship with
you.

Piecemakers Stitches,

Prayer quilt for Tim Turner
By: Bert Chesshir-Morgan
Bert Chesshir-Morgan visited Tim Turner and his
/ =w Wife Jamie. Bert had a
nice visit and a time of
 prayer with them when
she delivered the pray-
er quilt. Tim is current-
ly battling pancreatic
@ cancer and is Bert’s
son in law. Tim and
Jamie wanted to ex-
% ¥ tend their heart felt
Y thanks for the quilt
and prayers Tim.
Please continue to
pray as Tim continues
to undergo cancer
treatment.

® (
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ARCADIA FBC SENIOR ADULTS EVENTS

LI

January

No Monthly Owls Meeting for January

Senior Adult Retreat - January 21-23, F-4; Topic: 1
Corinthians; Guest Speaker - Jerl Watkins; Cost:
$30/per person; signup in the foyer; contact Jan
Gray for additional information.

Piecemakers - every Thursday in January, 10:00
A.M.— 2:00 P.M.— AFBCF2, F3 & F4

Outreach Bible Study - Every Tuesday, 9:30 am,
Amegy Bank Community Room

A
A

GALVESTON BAPTIST ASSOCIATION EVENTS

Coming Soon:
A GBA Senior Adult Banquet - April 16, 2016, 12
Noon, (location to be announced)

A Grand European Tour - April 28 - May 14, 2016 -
Viking River Cruise on the Danube, Rhine & Main
Rivers through Germany, Austria & Hungary with 2
pre-cruise tour of Amsterdam during tulip-blooming
season. For additional information call Lela Es-

May 2-5, 2016

Guest Speakers: Robert Kruse, Walter
Jackson, Mike Zimmerman, Donnie Melton,
Dale Hill
Bible Teacher: Jerl Watkins

Music Leader: Alan Gentiles
Devotionals: J.V. Helms, Jim Howard, Richard
Baurs

For Reservations & information
please contact Jeannie at
Texas Baptist Encampment
361-972-2717

Texas Baplist Encampment
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LOL...Laughing Out Loud

“A joyful heart is good medicine...”
Proverbs 17:22a (ESV)

CALORIE BURNING ACTIVITIES
Submitted by Jan Rothermel

With the New Year come resolu-
tions. One of the most common
resolutions has to do with losing
weight and, weight loss usually
involves exercise. Could it be that we really
get more exercise than we think?

Beating around the bush 65
Bending over backwards 75
Jumping to conclusions 100
Eating crow 225
Swallowing your pride 50
Jumping on the bandwagon 200
Climbing the walls 150
Running around in circles 350
Passing the buck 35
Tooting your own horn 25
Dragging your heels 100
Opening a can of worms 50
Pushing your luck 250
Biting off more than you can chew 200
Adding fuel to the fire 150
Making mountains out of molehills 500
Throwing your weight around 50
(depending on your weight) 300
Wading through paperwork 300
Hitting the nail on the head 50

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES

FOR SENIORS
ol

Arcadia First Baptist Christian
School is in need of substitute

Being Gods hands and fet - t@gchers. Contact Julie Beanland at

409-925-2825, ext. 2 for additional info.
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@ Page 8
O.W.L.S. CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS

> 4
Feliz Navidad]
The O.W.L.S. celebrated Christmas on Decem-
ber 12th with a Mexican Flair! Approximately 40 par-
ticipants enjoyed a delicious meal of enchiladas,
beans and salad prepared by Joe and Sonja Brantley.
A variety of yummy desserts were provided by other
OWLS members. Dinner music featuring Christmas
carols played on the piano by Carol Holst, daughter of
Susie Munsch, created a festive atmosphere. The
event provided a relaxing break from a holiday sea-
son that is often filled with an overabundance of ac-
tivity.

Mermory Vevse of the Morth

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is

a new creation. The old has passed away;

behold, the new has come.””2 Corinthians 5:17 (ESV)
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AFBC  chiLbReN'S]
MINISTRIECS

N’S OPEN GYM NIGH — Adventure Night has a hew %
hame to better explain our even- £}

B3 ing! TAJe start Off playing games

= M@&E!Sm “ in the gym, have a light shack, 4
A 4,/ e = and then have a Bible study! We &
¥) 7}‘:&" =300 ,@ : S SE  also work on scripture memory £
“ ﬁ\@“ 2 > ® each week! We completed our
4 ’l‘i’ N ‘
study oh Joseph and have begun
a study on Moses! What a bless- ¢

W ing it is to study His Word! January 3" was Bring a Friend Night! Here are the theme nights

Children's
Choir

thelr Bible Study CIasseSl If you have nhot been coming lately, there’s ho

titne like the present! Don’t miss out oh the exciting hour of Suhday
e n S school each week! Be ih Sunday School! Bring your Sword!! Come arm
: yourself with the Word!!
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gf KIDS LEADERSHIP TEAM - Our KLT will begin working on VBS music in just a cou- £
‘::f ple of weeks! We have a really fun theme this summer, an underwater ocean theme! The %

£ Kids are excited to be a part of VBS and are raring to go!
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ﬂé'- Join us as we submerge ourse|ves in God’s Word VBS
week the Kids will discover that (God sees people differ-
=~ ently. He doesn’t just see what’s on the outside. He sees who we are down deep! What an
% exCiting study this will be for our children and us adults! CANT WAIT!

£ EN P 2016 - The offiCial dates for preteen Camp for sutamer,

HOQL - Our MDO / Preschool has a lot planned for &
Jahuary! The children will be learning that God Created winter, and they will &
be making [0ts Of winter Crafts. They Will also learn some hursery rhymes!

[Looking forward to a fuh Jahuary with our little onhes! Can’t believe it’s al-

ready 2016!!
Mother’s Day Out
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By Julie Beanland

{f} YVACATION BIBLE SCHOQQL, - The dates for VBS this sutmer are June 13-17, 2016!

2016 are Saturday, July 30, 2016 through Wednes-
day, August 3, 2026. We will be going to Piney-
woods Baptist EnCampment again this year! The
theme is CONNECTED. Chris Allen will lead wor- £}
ship, and Tom Tombs will be the camp pastor! We ¢
are |0ooKing forward to ahother great week of sum-
mer Camp! This is for preteens who will have com-
pleted the 3™ through 6 grades by this summer. &
The cost is $250 per person! Quch! (The price
goes up to $270 after July 1%t o, we definitely 4
want to register all of our children early) All Chil- £
dren Will also need an AFBC Kids t-shirt if they do 4}
hot already have ohe! They are $20. You may pur-
chase one anytime from the children’s ministry of-
fice. We will get onh those fundraisers soon! TAle
will send in our first batCh Of registration forms
on March 15 (Make planhs to join us!
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We have officially started off the new year! We are halfway through AFBCS year four! We
also enrolled two new students over the Christmas break, a 5™ grade boy and an 8™ grade girl!
What a blessing! We began our third nine weeks on January 5, and things are running smoothly!
Hopefully all of our teachers and students had a refreshing break!

REGISTRATION - We will have a private registration the first two @ Student
weeks of Fe!:)r'uar'?/ for.’rhose students who a.r'e currently attending & Registration
AFBCS. Registration will be open to the public February 15, 2016. We

will be registering for grades K-10! If you would like some information about the school, new pack-
ets will be available in the Children's Ministry Office within the next week or sol

Open House OPEN HOUSE / PREVIEW NIGHT - Our school will host a preview night

-\ on Thursday evening, February 25, 2016 at 6:30 p.m.! This will be a very in-
=g formative evening. All of our students will be participating in the evening! Our faculty
> and staff will share about classes that we offer, and curriculum will be on display for
prospective students and families to view. Classrooms will be open, as well. Looking forward to a su-
per evening!

BOOK FAIR - We hosted our third scholastic book fair the first week of December, 2015!
Katy Wheeler was in charge of this and, as always, did a super job, as with everything she does!
She also had a team of volunteers! We are thankful for them! This took a tremendous amount of
preparation and planning. The book fair was held in the Activity Center, and it was also a school
fundraiser! We raised $3,956.45! What a huge blessing! Thanks to all of you who stopped by!

SCOREBOARD - We are definitely enjoying our new scoreboard! If you haven't seen it yet, swing
by and take a peek in the gym! Thank you so much Loran Lance, Kelly Creech, Doug McDowell and
Joe Arrington! It was a lot of work — not to mention the altitude! We appreciate youl

<2 BASKETBALL - Our jr. high girls and boys basketball season began in November! We
will finish up this month. Here's the remainder of the schedule for January:

Thursday, January 21, Trinity Episcopal @ Arcadia, girls @ 4:00, boys @ 5:00
Tuesday, January 26, Arcadia @ Living Stones, girls @ 4:00, boys @ 5:00
Thursday, January 28, Brazosport @ Arcadia, girls @ 4:00, boys @ 5:00

(Home games are in bold text)

BOX TOPS!l We received a check for $1,395.70! What a blessing! Thank you so much,
church body and school/mdo families, for cutting out and turning in those box tops, keep them com-
ing! It's amazing how quickly they add up! What a blessing! Aloha Berger is coordinating this fund-
raiser for our schooll Thank you so much, Alohal

AFBCS SPIRIT SHIRTS - Spirit shirts are here and on sale for $12!
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OR CURRENT OCCUPANT

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

MISSION STATEMENT
The purpose of Arcadia First
Baptist Church shall be to
present Jesus Christ so that
lost souls are drawn to Him
through ministry and disciple-
ship and to encourage fellow-
ship in Christ for support.

A Growing Great
Commission Church For A
Growing Gulf Coast
Community

YOUTH STUFF

WEDNESDAY NIGHT
(in the Activity Center)

46:00pm Open Gym

46:30pm - 7:30pm Youth Impact
Bible Study

SUNDAY NIGHT
45:30pm FORGE @ TYC

Sign-up for activities
(check the board)
www.arcadiafbc.org/dock

D-Now is upon us! If you
don't know what that means, D-
//QUT—H ’l Now is simple a term folks use for

_ﬁ & a youth retreat over a weekend,
& where teens gather at the church
TR % for games, worship, then disperse
to host homes for group study The "D" in "D-Now" S|mply stands for "disciple." It will be a
great opportunity for students to spend the weekend focused on growing closer to God and
learning important truths for their life of following Jesus.

This year we will be exploring God's plan for dating, relationships, and purity. The study
we are using is called "True Love Project," which takes a well rounded approach to teaching
purity and faithfulness to God in all areas of our life, not just sex. The goal of the weekend will
be to partner with families to teach the principles of a godly view of sexuality and Christ honor-
ing perspective on marriage and family. This is so that students will be equipped to live in a
world that is telling them the exact opposite and to lead by example as a witness of Christ's
power in them.

Important Info: "True Love Project" Feb 5-7th All forms due at time of registration. Register
and pay by January 24th for early bird rate $40 (Deadline for scholarships Jan. 24th.) January
25th - January 31st the standard rate of $50 applies. Deadline to register is January 31st.

The final piece of the "True Love Project" will be a commitment ceremony hosted on
Feb 11th at 6:30pm for those who decide to take this step. This will be a time
for families to support the commitment decisions of their teens and celebrate

IEVR

God's design for love and faithful purity. P@Bﬁ ]12"37
Please be in prayer for our teens as we prepare for this challenge. This Letel

topic is very difficult to teach and even more so to receive in this culture. Pray

for their hearts as they begin to consider God's plan for their lives. -Joateua




