
 

Choice: (definition) an act or 

instance of choosing; selection. 

 

We make hundreds if not 

thousands of decisions every day, 

from what to wear, what to eat, 

how to get from point A to point 

B, how to achieve our goals and 

dreams, whether to remain in a 

situation or leave. Some choices 

we make seem easy, almost 

automatic and others are life-

altering. Making a choice 

sometimes has an impact on 

others that is unintended and 

undesirable and the power to 

choose is one undeniable right 

and responsibility every living 

being with a brain on this planet 

has.  How we handle an unhappy 

client, what resources are 

reasonable to utilize for a sick 

shelter pet, how we support each 

other when an adoption is 

returned or when an animal’s 
suffering must end are just a few 

of the many challenging choices 

that must be made by shelter 

staff on any given day at Ark-

Valley Humane Society. We are 

often faced with consequences of 

the choices that others have 

made such as buying a pet from a 

breeder or taking in a stray 

animal. When that pet bites due 

to lack of supervision, training 

and support, when that pet has 

an unintended litter, when that 

pet has extraordinary or 

expensive medical challenges, 

somewhere down the line that 

person has a choice to provide 

what is needed -  or not.  One of 

the most difficult choices a 

guardian must make is when to 

let a beloved pet go, whether it’s  
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Inside Scoop:  The Choice is Yours 
By Michele C. Wayland, Executive Director,  

AVHS 

 
“over the rainbow bridge,” (Is my 

my pet suffering or ready to die? ), 

to a friend, relative or ex (Will they 

take care of my pet the way I think 

they should?), or to a shelter or 

rescue (Will my pet feel abandoned 

or have a  chance at another 

home?). Sometimes that choice is 

taken out of our hands because 

animals have choices, too. A pet 

may die suddenly or run away.  

When we consciously make 

decisions in the best interest of 

others, especially our beloved pets, 

we truly demonstrate selflessness 

which is essential to our humanity 

and being ‘humane’. This 
statement seems simple and yet 

these choices are not easy.  The 

most critical and wholly personal 

choice that we can make in any 

given circumstance is how we 

choose to respond. The choices 

here are seemingly endless: anger, 

defensiveness, indifference, 

acceptance, gratitude, or 

understanding. The attitude we 

choose in the present moment 

makes all the difference between a 

positive outcome or emotional 

turmoil and suffering. That is 

powerful. It requires constant and 

thoughtful effort. It’s not easy, and 

they say that nothing worthwhile 

ever is, but today, and every day, 

you have the power of choice. And 

that choice is yours… 
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AVHS Board of Directors 

Chair:     Keith Krebs 

Vice Chair: Marsha Sailer 

Treasurer: Jeanine Zeman 

Secretary: Judy Lore 

Director:  Phyllis Kittel 

Director: Ruby Osberg 

Director: Dale Hoffman 

Director:  Melissa Berndt 

Director:  Lindsay Lund 

Director: Kay Gardner 

Director: Debbie Gaj 

 

AVHS Mission Statement 

The Ark-Valley Humane Society, 
Inc. was formed in 1991 for the 
purpose of: 

 Maintaining a compassionate 

no-kill animal shelter for 

homeless, lost and unwanted 

pets without regard for time or 

space. 

 Reducing the number of 

unwanted pets through 

spay/neuter programs. 

 Connecting homeless pets with 

adoptive homes. 

 Offering support services for 

the prevention of cruelty to 

animals. 

 Presenting public education for 

responsible pet ownership. 

Happy Tails 

Hey, AVHS!  

 

It's Sadie Marie.  I just wanted to let 

you know that I LOVE MY NEW HOME! 

My people got me a HUGE bed and 

even put my own blanket on the couch 

so I can lay there whenever I want. My 

first night was just fine.  I slept and 

 

Sadie-Marie’s Big 

New Adventure! 
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AVHS 

“Compassionately 
Connecting Pets 

with People” 
 

   

 

Did You Know? 
 

Your adoption of an AVHS animal includes 
spay or neuter, vaccinations, micro-
chipping, free 30 days of pet health 
insurance, a free local vet exam, an 
adoption goodie bag, and training tips and 
support provided by knowledgeable staff. 

 

 

woke my people when I had to go out. I’ve been for 2 rides already, 

and one walk.  I have an appointment with the vet today at 4 pm 

because my owners just want to have me checked out and see about 

my diet. I’ll bet you didn't know I snore.  Well, I guess I snore really 

loud!  I met Cole today and his dog, Scout. Cole LOVES me already 

and kept giving me kisses all over. Scout liked me, too.  We are both 

the same color and he goes to the same vet as I am going to.  My 

owner called the groomer to see about getting me shampooed.  So, I 

miss you all but I am going to be JUST FINE in my new home.  I’m 
even warming up to that Ron guy who lives here, too!  I still haven't 

eaten anything, but I think I will just need a little more time.   

Thanks for keeping me and taking such GOOD care of me until I 

found a new home.  HAPPY EASTER to everybody, and I will be up to 

visit you real soon.  

 

Fondly, 

Sadie-Marie (and Suzie and Ron Held) 

 

PS... I escaped yesterday, but only made it up the street a few houses 

away, so my people now know to make sure the door is closed when 

they go outside! It was really funny to see them coming up the street 

after me... LOL 

 

 



 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shelter Voices: Staff Spotlight  

~by Tammy Kavanagh, AVHS Animal Care Tech and Multi-Dog PlayGroup Leader 

Hi, AVHS!  
 
It's been almost a full year since Norman has come to 
stay with us and wanted to give you all an update! 
 
He's been doing great! He and my shepherd, Amos, 
are best buddies.  Amos has been a great influence, 
since he's a social butterfly, helping Norman get a 
little more comfortable with strangers.  Norman still 
prefers to be ignored by new people and be the one to 
approach them when he is ready.  I finally had to put 
him on a bit of a diet/food restriction. He was getting  
 

Amos, my son and the cat!  I’ve include

Ark-Valley Humane Society 

AVHS Shelter in Buena Vista           AVHS Sunshine Shelter 

701 Gregg Drive                             10128 US Hwy 50 

P O Box 1335                       P O Box 215 

Buena Vista, CO  81211            Poncha Springs, CO  81242 

(719)395-2737             (719)239-2001 

11:00 am to 5 pm             12:00 pm to 5 pm 

           

                   

 

 

 

Open 7 days a week 

www.ark-valley.org 
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      Happy Tails                                                     …Continued from Page 2… 

I came to join the AVHS staff/family 2 years ago. My mom is the 
Animal Control officer here in the town of Buena Vista, and has been 
for many years now. In 2009, we moved here from Indiana to be 
closer to family and the shelter. In the Spring of 2010, my girls and I 
became volunteers. I applied for a position with AVHS and it took a 
year and some reminders :) but, finally, in March of 2011, I became a 
staff member!  I have learned so many things in the two short years 
I’ve been here.  Now, I’m in charge of the Multi-Dog PlayGroups.  It’s 
 

 

 

To read more about the Multi-Dog PlayGroups, see 

Barkley’s column on page 6!   

a tad pudgy :) But, he has completely surpassed his food aggression issues.  He's truly an 
established family dog with his buddy Amos, my son and the cat!  We love him!  
                                                                       ~Melissa Arnold 

so amazing to see 5 or even 10 or 11 dogs out at one time all playing 
and getting along. The dogs really benefit from the playgroups, 
learning to meet each other, correct each other, and expend energy 
to alleviate frustration associated with shelter life. I learn something 
new almost every time I am involved in playgroup.  The dogs have so 
 much to tell us and teach us.  My favorite job of all time is right here 
at AVHS. The staff are great, a supportive “family.” I look forward to 
being a part of AVHS for many years to come.  

Tammy and Jillaroo, 

a healthy, grateful 

pup 



 

Thank You, Winter Donors            December 1, 2012 – February 28, 2013 

4 Alarm Liquor 
Adams, David 

Adams, Elaine 
Agurkis, Edward 
Aldrich Household 
Aldrich Household 

Aldrich, David and Arlene 
Alexander, Diane 
Alternative Choices 
Animal Care Center 

Armijo, Sue 
Arnold Financial Planning 
Avery, Guy and Connie 
Ayudar Foundation 

Bailey, Mary Ann 
Bails, Diane 
Barton, Carol 
Berndt, Melissa R 

Berringer, Jack L. 
Blahosky, Skip and 
Geraldine 
Blome, Stephanie 

Bohe, Joseph and Nancy 
Borbas, Steve 
Borgardt, Susan 
Bowes, Maggie 

Box, Bob and Marilyn 
Boyd, Donald G 
Bracewll, Betty  
Braly, Paul and Sharilyn 

Brodius Maximus, Kirsten 
Wulfsberg 
Brown, Jimmy C 

Bruffy, Jim and Alys 
Buena Vista Vet Clinic 
Build-A-Bear Workshop 
Bear Hugs Foundation 
Bunker, Robert and Judy 
Burge, Paul 

Burnell, Jennifer 
Butler, Mo and Butch 

Carter, Carolyn A 
Casey, Catherine A 
Cassettari, Rita 
Cellar Wine and Spirits 
Chaffee County 
Commissioners 

Chalian, Ron 
Close, Margaret 

Cogan, Joe and Arlene 
Collins, Evelyn 
Confluence Holdings, 
Bomber Gear Team 
Connaughton, David and 
Diane 

Connelly, Judith Hilmer 
Cunningham, Myrna 

Davidson, Mary Ann and 
Kent 
Dawson, Sandra 
Denoyer, Stacy 
Deubert, Kate 
Dixon, Debbie 

Donahue, Julie 
Dore', Maybelle M 

Douglas, Paul and Paula 
Dragonfly Gifts 
Drake, David and Mary 
Drake, Jim and Julie 
Dykins, John and Cynthia 
Eccles, Susan 

Edwards, Lloyd and Mary 
Egan, Sandra 

Ellis, Susan 
Estate of James F. 
Spencer 
Ewing, Ann 

Eylens, William and 
Rosalie 

Farney, Lorene 
Farrell, John 
Farrington, Betty 
Finlay, Ethelyn 

Flekal, Lynn 
Forman, Michael and 
Linda 
Foundation for The 

Protection Of Animals 
Four Winds Gallery 
Franzel, Grace 
Freeman, Beverly 

Friends of The Steam 
Plant and Colorado 
Central Magazine 
Gaj, Deborah 

Game Trail Ladies Bridge 
Club 
Gardner, Kay 
Gillham, Thomas 

Gladys Bartz Foundation 
Godfrey, Joanne 
Godsey, Ronnie 
Goodwin, Bill and 

Suzanne 
Graff, Mark 
Graham, Ann and John 
Graves, Byron 

Gray, Marsha 
Grindeland, Pixie 
Hagg, Cindy A 

Hanfelt, Jean 
Hankins, Frankie Lee 
Hansen, Cecil and Ida 
Harnish, Elizabeth 
Hebenstreit, Donna and 
Gary 

High Country Bank 
Hill, Vivian 

Hoffman, Dale G 
Hoffnagle, Gwen 
Holman, Elizabeth 
Hoy, Roberta 
Hudon, Jane 
Hughes, Elizabeth 

Iverson, Rob and Carmen 
Jahr, Sharon 

James E.H. & Joyce A. 
Close 
Johnson, Donald 
Johnson, Lonny 
Karls, Charlotte and Bob 
Keller, Barbara 

Kester, John and Mary 
Key, Denice 

Key, Mireille 
King, Peggy and Martin 
Kittel, Phyllis 
Kittleman, Judy and 
Earle 
Kratky, Robert and Judy 

Krebs, Keith 
Krehn, Kenneth 

Kunkel, Colleen 
Lange, Damon M 
Lawrence, Pamilla 
Lee, Gina 
Leonhard, Heidi 
Levin, Norman 

Light, Robert and Alison 
Lineaweaver, Frank and 

Mary Ellen 
Long, Elaine 
Loring, Mary 
Ludeke, Jeannette and 

Rutkowski, Avis 
Salida Cutlery and 
Smoke Shop 
Salida Vet Hospital 
Saltus, Kay 
Sanchez, Anthony and 

Ellen 
Sawyer, Lance and Alice 

Morie 
Scar, Dick and Janice 
Schneiderman, Debra 
Schroeder, Dell Grace 
Scoggins, James 
Senter, E Michael 

Sheesley, Jan 
Simpson, Ruth 

Sparling, Robert and 
Ruth 
Spencer, Harry and 
Diana 
Stanek, Steve 
Stannard, Dorothy 

Stubbs, Don 

Sullivan, Della 
Sustrich, Frances 
Sweeney, Melissa J 
Taylor, Linda 
Taylor, Mackinzi 
Terry and Mary Ann 
Williams 

Tetsuko of Cold Mountain 

The Colorado Trust 
The Dr. Mary E. Bates 
Trust Fund 
The Mary Elisabeth Bates 
Foundation 
The Yogatonic, Inc. 
Thomas, Sherry 
Tiegs, Kenneth and 

Sharon 
Tischer, Cheryl 
TLC Pet Supplies and 
Services 
Trevisan, Michelle 
Tucker, Julie 
United Way of New York 
City 

Vail, Louise 
Venturi, Felix 
Verno, Lynne 
Wag-N-Wash 
Walker, Cheryl 
Walker, Thomas 
Walters, Laurie 
Wayland, Michele 

Weddle, David and 
Sharon 
Wichmann, Robert 
Wilcox, Jean 
Wilkerson, Andrea 
Winter, Jo Ann 
Wolfe, Susan 
Yoder, Jayne E. 

Young, Bonnie J 
Zellmer, Robbie 
Zeman, Jeanine M 
 
 
 
“Kodi Gold” Danhauer 
“Sasha” Jenkins 

“Callie Mae” Johnson 
“Kiva” Key 
“Fiddler” Steeves 
“Bandit” Young 
"Koko", "Max" and 
"Jasmine" 
 

“Miss Millie” Hill 
“Gizmo” Womack 
“Star” Drake 
“Greeneyes” Marrs 
“Jack” Kramer 
“Shelpie” Doss 

“Zuli” Urban 
“Romeo” Talada 

“Snowball” Babcock 
“Black Jack” Close 
“Sebastion” Pate 
“Maya” Jackson 
“Tiger” Funkhouser 
“Pepper” Green 

“Nick” Atha 
”Toby” Bearss 

“Stewie” Iverson 
“Smokey” 
Diessel/Miller/Lucas 
"Scat" Scatterday 
“Kippy” Fields 
“Six-Pack” and “Rose” 
Myers 

“Oskar” Tucker 
“Sammy” Williams 
“Jack” Nichols 
“Rocky” Smith 
“Scooter” McKnight 
“Tab” Scherffius 
“Skye” Brownlee 

“Sima” Noltensmeyer 

“Gypsy” Wolfe 
“Jetta” Simpson 
“Casey” Shether 
“Fergie” Cartwright 
“Kitty Sophie” Grace 
“Jetta” Simpson 
 
 

 
 
Lucy McLelland 
Shirley Anne Detmer 
Georgi Sakelakos 
Bart Thompson 
Rod Ritchie 
Dr. Kim Saltus-Johnston 

Helen Blake 
C. Stuart Macdonald 
Josephine Lowen 
Chester L. Sheppard 
William McCormick 

 

 

 
Jake and Veronique 
Pippenger 
Conrad Nelson 

Electra Caffrey 
Conrad Nelson 
Mike Petrillo 
Linnea and Fred 

Michaels 
Stacy Denoyer 
Charlotte,Bob,Emily and 
Jack Karls 

Mackinzi and Dakota 
Taylor 
Lynn Nicks 
Jennifer Munch 
Bobby Johnston 

Phyllis Kittel/John Light 
Sharon Schutz 

Sue Ayers 
Grace Franzel 
Dianne Walker 
 

Pet Memorials 

In Loving Memory 

(human) 

Honorariums and 

Christmas Gifts  

 

Chuck 
Magnuson, Barbara and 
Max 
Mallow, Janet and Jerry 

Manes, Nicole 
March, Brad 

Marquez, Ernest and 
Louise Olsen 
Martens, Stu and Lois 
Ann 
Martin Feed 
Marvel, Lisa M 

Maurer/Preble Household 
McCannon, Martha 

McCormick, Robert 
McCuen, Mary L 
McCurdy, Michael 
McPhetres, Jim and Jean 
Ann 
Meierdirk, Penny 

Meldrum, John W 
Meyer, Joseph and Leslie 

Miller, Ronald 
Minke, Candy 
Monserud, J and Virginia 
Moore, Tricia 
Moore, William 
Mountain Shadows 

Animal Hospital 
Munch, Carol 

Myers, Dale and Norma 
Naviaux, Judy 
Nelson Household, 
Lathrop B. Nelson III 
Nelson, Lathrop 
Newell, Cindy and 

Michael 
Nyberg, Harry 

Obrian, John 
Ochs, Patsy and Robert 
Olmsted, Jack 
Ophus-Brown, Debra J 
Padoven, Joanette 
Pak, Sherran 

Parker, Dan 
Patterson, Dwight and 
Laurie 

Pearson, Rosanne 
Pease, Joan E 
Perham, Judith 
Peterson, Jeff 

Petrillo, Lynn 
Pike Household 
Pinon Real Estate Group 
Pintane, Laura 

Pippenger, Wayne and 
Susie 
Plumb, Mary 
Post, Art and Katherine 

Potts, Mary 
Powers, Anita 
Price, Linda 
Priest, Patricia 

Pyles, Jimmie and 
Barbara 
Rebecky, Joseph and 
Marilyn 

Reed, Erinn 
Rees, Barbara 
Retz, J.I. 
Ritchie, Donna and Al 

Ritchie, Dr. Beth 
Robertson, Darrell 
Rooks, Lee W 
Roth, Warren and 

Margarete 
Rush, Earl 
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AVHS Hosts 2nd Annual Pet Health Fair 
By Laura Carter, Programs and Grants Manager 

 

On Saturday, April 27, 2013, AVHS will host its annual Pet Health Fair.  

Held at the Chaffee County Fairgrounds, this signature event will provide a 

venue for pets (dogs and cats) to obtain “one-stop-info” on everything pet-
health-related.  With generous participation from local veterinarians 

hosting screening stations with topics ranging from pet dentistry to 

behavior, it promises to be a veritable feast of information for pet owners in 

the area.  Attendance is free and canine blood testing will be available for 

the exceptionally low price of $35 per dog.  AVHS will also be offering 

income-qualifying veterinary visit/voucher coupons to help offset costs 

associated with keeping pets up-to-date on core vaccines and wellness 

checks.   

We take pet health very seriously.  The AVHS Pet Health Fair aims to help 

identify potential health issues in dogs and cats whose owners would then 

see their local vet for detailed diagnosis and treatment.  We hope many 

plan to attend with their dogs (on leash, please) from 12:30 to 4pm, or, 

earlier in the day with pre-registered cats (in a secure pet carrier, please) 

from 10 to 11:30am.   

Visit with the vets, have your pet micro-chipped, chat with us about our 

Community Assistance Spay/Neuter program.  Do you have a dog of 

questionable heritage?  Canine DNA testing will be available for $60 at the 

fair.  We’ll even have a vital signs check-station.     

Pre-registration with payment is required for blood draws (dogs only) and 

preregistration is required for all cats.  All other services, information, and 

screenings will be available on-site at the Health Fair on a first-come, first-

served basis. Check our website for further details at www.ark-valley.org 

We hope to see you and your pets, THERE!  It’s where all the cool Chaffee 
County Critters go.   

 
 
“Miss Allie” Hill 
“Sweetie” and “Tommy” Meyer 
“Smokie” Freeman 
 
 
 
 
 
received on behalf of Jonathan 

and Carrie Engelstadt 

 
 
 
 
 
$150 gift received in honor of 

the Double J Cross kennels 

and the people of Salida for 

reuniting lost dog, “Talla” with 
her owner! 

 

 

Gwendolyn Meythaler 
Jean Hanfelt 
Barbara Collins 
Corinne Schieman 
Michelle Darracott 
Sara Jensen 
Rosemary Pautler 
Nancy Burke 

 
 

 

---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----- ---- -- 

I support the work of Ark-Valley Humane Society and would like my gift of $ ______________  to be used… 

______  for General Shelter Needs 

______  for Spay and Neuter  

______  in Honor of (please print name)   _______________________________________________________________________  (human / pet) 

______  in Memory of (please print name)_______________________________________________________________________  (human / pet) 

Full Name: ______________________________________________________    Phone: ___________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Donations by check, please mail to AVHS, P.O. Box 1335, Buena Vista, CO 81211 Donate via PAYPAL at www.ark-valley.org 

Donations by credit card, please circle one   (VISA)   (MASTER CARD)   (DISCOVER)     Expiration Date: __________ 

Card #: _______________________________________   3-Digit Security Code: _____    Signature: __________________________________ 

Help AVHS defer mailing costs by signing up for the e-newsletter.  My Email Address: ________________________________________ 

 

 

AVHS is a registered 501(c)3 non-profit organization so your gift may qualify as 

a tax deductible donation. 

You will receive a letter you may use for tax purposes. Thank you! 
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Honorariums (pet) 

Pinon Real Estate 
Closing Gifts 

 

Grateful 

Acknowledgement 

Additional Fall Donors 

Acknowledgement 



 

 

 
Event Update:  Dear Barkley 
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Barkley is AVHS’ 
doggie mascot and 

authority on all 

things canine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             
 

Dear Barkley,  
Tons of new stuff going on at AVHS 
for the dogs!  I must confess…I 
haven’t been paying attention.  I keep 
hearing faint “meows” coming from 
another room, which makes it hard to 
concentrate.  Can you bring me up-to-
speed on the doings in the Adoptable 
Dog Room?                   
   ~Rowdy  

      ~Bentley   

 

Dear Rowdy, 

Dude, you gotta pay attention!  Don’t let 
those conniving cats distract you from the 
important business-at-hand.  There are two 
new “perks” for the pooches at AVHS.  The 
first is Multi-Dog PlayGroups.  Our good 
friend, Tammy K. (love her!) has become 
our resident ringleader of recreation!  With 
volunteers and staff, she’s put together a 
plan to promote positive perpetual play.  
Par-tay, Rowdy!  Volunteers sign up to 
learn the ins and outs of PlayGroup 
facilitation, and then, it’s ON, my friend. 

You still with me, man?  Read on:  The 
second stupendous strategy is the 
C.L.A.S.S. program, developed and 
directed by the dedicated diva of dog 
obedience, Deb S. (adore her!).  It’s a 5-
week free course involving shelter dogs 
and volunteers to promote obedience, 
manners and general good-dogginess.  
Wow.  We’re on the eve of greatness, pal.   

Here’s my advice:  Try to ignore those 
subliminal feline messages.  And, by all 
means, HAVE FUN! Your forever-home is 
right around the corner.     

   ~Barkley 

 

Write to Barkley with your questions at 
avhsnewsletter@gmail.com 

 

AVHS to Participate in the Paddlefest to Benefit the Chaffee County Boys and Girls Club and 
BV Dog Park             ~by Laura Carter, Programs and Grants Manager 

 

Colorado Kayak Supply will be hosting the 13th annual PaddleFest, 

May 24-27th in beautiful Buena Vista, Colorado. PaddleFest is the 

“Kick Off” for summer fun in Chaffee County, drawing in over 1,500 
river enthusiasts to our community. The weekend is filled with activities 

for all ages, on-water instruction, free demos, competitions, river 

seminars, sales, local micro brews and spirits, night life entertainment and fundraising for our 

local not-for-profits.  PaddleFest is proud and excited to announce that the beneficiary for 2013 

will be the Boys and Girls Clubs of Chaffee County.  AVHS will be hosting a booth at this 

event!  We hope you’ll join in the fun.  Please drop by and talk to us about our collaborations 
and learn more about the Ark-Valley Humane Society, its Mission, and community connections!  

 

 

AVHS is pleased to announce our 

support of the Buena Vista Dog 

Club’s BV Dog Park!  In fact, we’re 
offering a “Matching Grant”! 

AVHS will match donations to the shelter up to $1,000 to be 

granted to the BV Dog Park Project.  PaddleFest promises to be 

a wonderful kick-off for a summer of fun-filled adventure, for 

humans and animals, alike.  We’ll have volunteers showing off 
adoptable dogs, t-shirt sales, informational materials, and doggie-

goodie-bags.  Stop on by.  Show your support.  Soak up the sun!  
  



 

 

Shelter Voices: AVHS Launches March 
Pit Bull Awareness Campaign  

~By Laura Carter, Programs/Operations Manager 
 

In March, AVHS launched a humane education-based “Pit 
Bull Awareness Campaign,” a series of articles and 
initiatives to promote information and support for our Bully 
friends.  In an effort to assuage stereotyping, clarify facts, 
promote spay/neuter, and provide identification tools, AVHS 
took the following proactive approach to develop awareness 
in our region: 

 
 “Yes to Bullies” article/continuous ad in the 

Mountain Mail and Mountain Guide, included 
factual information and statistics, with an emphasis 
on the plight of the American Pit Bull Terrier (APBT) 
in shelters.  The article included pictures and happy 
stories from AVHS Pit Bull adopters! 

 Free APBT micro-chipping at the Buena Vista 
Facility and The Sunshine Shelter. 

 Invitation to participate in the Community 
Assistance Spay/Neuter Program for owners of 
APBT’s. 

 “Bullies are Not Bullies” article (Mountain Mail and 
Mountain Guide) by Shelter Operations Manager, 
Marissa S., emphasizing positive traits and 
responsible pet ownership.  

 Links, articles, announcements on the AVHS 
Facebook page.  

 And, of course, we hugged every Pit Bull we could 
find; we dub them Hug-a-Bulls.  
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Hoas 
(pictured left) 

An incredibly 
handsome APBT 
adopted from Ark-
Valley Humane 
Society in November 
2011, he is regularly 
described by his 
owner and all who 
know him as the 
best dog in the 
world! 

Moses 
(pictured right)  

Adopted from AVHS 
in June 2010, 
Moses is considered 
by his owners to be 
the laziest Pit Bull 
in Chaffee County.  
He’s frequently 
found at home in 
Buena Vista, taking 
power naps with 
Dachshunds. 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

AVHS Events Update  
(see back page for upcoming events) 

The Sunshine Shelter  
Celebrates its 2nd Birthday! 

 

 

critters since “day-one” in the south-county area.  
We’d like to thank staff, volunteers, donors, local 
veterinarians, businesses and community members 
for everything they have done, are doing, and will 
continue to do, to make this facility such a success.  
For full statistics, including a big-picture look at how 
AVHS is fulfilling its mission by improving the lives of 
homeless animals in our county, go to our website at 
www.ark-valley.org and click on the home- 

page link, “AVHS 2012 Annual Report.” 

 

The Sunshine Shelter 
celebrated 2 years of 
operations on March 
1st, 2013.  Since 
opening its doors, this 
facility has taken in 
660 cats and 419 dogs 
(as of this writing) for a 
grand total of 1,079 
aaa 

Houston 
(pictured bottom 

left) 
Adopted July 2012, 
“as it’s said in the 
movies, “He had me 
at ‘hello’…”   
 

~AVHS volunteer 
and Houston’s 
owner, Jean W. 

The AVHS annual 
Valentine’s Adopt-a-
Thon found homes for 6 
critters and loads of love 
was dispensed to our 

furry Valentines. 

AVHS was named 
“Business of the 
Month” for the entire 
month of March by the 
Heart of the Rockies 
Chamber of Commerce!  
Nominated by fellow 
community business 
members, in recognition 
of the valuable services 
we provide to homeless  
 animals and citizens in our region, AVHS is grateful for this 
special honor.  Thanks, Chaffee County! 

 
7 



 

 

 

 

 

 The 2013 AVHS Pet Health Fair will be held 

at the Chaffee County Fairgrounds on 

Saturday, April 27th. 

 PaddleFest 2013 to be held in Buena Vista on 

May 24th through May 27th.  (see details on 

page 6) 

 The AVHS Furry Friendzy Adopt-a-thon will 

be held on June 8th.  All adoption fees will be 

sponsored through our Pet-Placement Program. 

 

Check our website www.ark-valley.org for more 
information on upcoming events. 

 

 

P.O. Box 1335 

701 Gregg Drive 

Buena  Vista, CO  81211 
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UPCOMING SPRING/SUMMER EVENTS 
Did someone 

say MOUSE? 
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With the click of a mouse, AVHS’ newsletter is now 
available to you by email!  Please let us know if you’d 
like to receive your next AVHS Newsletter as an e-

newsletter by emailing AVHSNewsletter@gmail.com 

with the Subject: e-newsletter request, and include 

your full name and email address in the body of the 

email.  To unsubscribe or opt out of solicitations and 

newsletters, please contact us at director@ark-

valley.org 
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