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5 paragraph ESSAY OUTLINE 

2 or 3 things to introduce the reader [time, place, who and what are we talking about, is there a story 

that sets the scene] 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

....then: the point you are going to argue or prove, a.k.a. My proposed thesis 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

PARA 1 Topic sentence____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Supporting fact____________________________________ 

Supporting fact____________________________________ 

Supporting fact____________________________________ 

PARA 2 Topic sentence____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Supporting fact____________________________________ 

Supporting fact____________________________________ 

Supporting fact____________________________________ 

PARA 3 Topic sentence____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Supporting fact____________________________________ 

Supporting fact____________________________________ 

Supporting fact____________________________________ 

Note: You can add more paragraphs if wanted; use the back 

Conclusion 

How I’ll connect the dots: 

 

Finish with a “so what”?!  

 

 

 



ESSAY BRAINSTORMING GUIDE 

TOPIC or QUESTION 

 

YOUR POSITION {Rough, draft thesis} 

 

SUPPORTING IDEAS…. 
1. Facts in the “(his)story” 

 

 

 

 

2. Examples 

 

 

 

3. Statistics 

 

 

4. Experts or Quotes 

 

 

 

5. Cause and Effect / Logical Reasoning… 

Because….    Therefore…..   And therefore (your thesis) 

 

 

 


