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If you look at a calendar for the month of November, 
even a Jewish calendar, you’ll notice that there are no 
Jewish holidays coming up. However, on the fourth 
Thursday of the month is Thanksgiving, when people 
across America get together with their families over a 
festive meal and hopefully express gratitude for the 
blessing of living in this beloved land of ours. 

 

Historically, the origins of Thanksgiving derive from  
the Pilgrims who survived the first devastating winter of 1621 in Plymouth, 
Massachusetts and celebrated over a bountiful meal with the local native 
American Indians, giving thanks to God for their survival and a good harvest. 
This scenario, especially the festive meal with the Wampanoag Indians, 
may be an exaggeration of the facts, considering the real state of relations 
between the colonists and native American tribes, but it serves our national 
interests in creating an overall picture of harmony and thanksgiving to God 
for a successful harvest. 

 

If this all sounds vaguely familiar to the Jewish holiday of Sukkot, there 
is good reason. The similarities between the two are more than coincidental, 
and there are many scholars who believe that Sukkot served as the spiritual 
basis for the American holiday. I will have much more to say about this at 
my Thanksgiving Shabbat D’var (talk). Let me remind you, however, that 
the Torah describes the festival of Sukkot as “zman simchateinu”, that is, 
“the Season of our Rejoicing,” in which the ancient Israelites rejoiced in 
a successful harvest at the end of the growing season and gave thanks to 
the Almighty. 

 

While most of us do not grow our own food any more, a little knowledge 
of our historical origins, both American and Jewish, can induce a powerful sense of appreciation at this time of 
the year for how truly fortunate we all are. 

 

Wishing you a happy and healthy Thanksgiving holiday. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

Dr. Kenneth Stuart Blatt 
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 CONGREGATION SHAARA TFILLE 

 

84 Weibel Avenue, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 

Phone: (518) 584-2370       Fax: (518) 584-5226 

E-mail: saratogajcc@albany.twcbc.com         www.saratogasynagogue.org 
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Serving the greater Jewish community for over 100 years 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

November 
 

 1 Daylight Savings Time Ends 
 3 Election Day 
 3 Board Meeting ............ 6:00 pm 
 10 Sisterhood Meeting ..... 7:00 pm 
 11 Veterans Day 
 15 Jewish Book and 
   Chanukah Sale ...... 10:00 am 
 15 Steve Sheinkin Presentation 
   and Lunch ................. 1:00 pm 
 17 Havurah Vatik ........... 11:00 am 
 20 Family Service ............ 7:30 pm 
 22 Synagogue Breakfast . 9:30 am
   Menorah Rededication 
 22 Jewish War Veterans 11:00 am 
 26 Thanksgiving 
 
 

Regular Services 
 

Mondays and Thursdays .... 7:30 am 
Saturdays ........................ 10:00 am 
 

Hebrew School 
 

Sundays .......... 9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
No Hebrew School November 29 

 

Bingo 
 

Thursdays ......................... 5:30 pm 
 

Office Hours 
 

Monday-Friday ... 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
The office will be closed 

November 24–27 

Visit our website at: 
www.saratogasynagogue.org 
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The Board of Congregation Shaara Tfille 
 

Rabbi .......................................... Dr. Kenneth Blatt 
  

Board of Directors  

 

Judith Ehrenshaft ................................... President 
Philip Weissman ............................ Vice-President 
Michael Fischer ...................................... Treasurer 
Deborah Sabin ....................................... Secretary 
  

Board Members 
 

Joseph Greenbaum .............. House and Grounds 
Deborah Sabin ............................ Youth Education 
Allen Kasin ............................................. Cemetery 
Mort Zelikofsky ................................. Gabbi Liaison 
Robert Katzman ............................... Legal Advisor 
Eileen Woodcock ........................... Board Position 
Linda Bertrand ............................... Board Position 
Arthur Ostrov .................................. Board Position 
Pamela Polacsek ........................... Past President 
 

Committee Chairs 
 

 

Religious ......................................... Milton Mintzer 
Membership ...........................................................  
Fundraising ............................................................  
Budget .......................................... Michael Fischer 
Strategic Planning ...................... Pamela Polacsek 
Sisterhood Liaison. .................... Judith Ehrenshaft 
Men’s Club Liaison. ........................ Allan Polacsek 
Bingo Liaison. ........................ Joseph Greenbaum 
Pull Tabs Liaison ......................... Carole Polacsek 
Endowment Fund. ........................ Robert Katzman 
Computer & Web ......................... Michael Fischer 
Scroll ....................................... Susan Greenbaum 
  

Office Administrator .................... Carole Leakakos 

  

The deadline for all articles is the 
10th of the month prior to publication. 

  

If possible, please e-mail 
articles to:  suji@nycap.rr.com. 

  

Otherwise, leave in the synagogue office. 
  

Thanks.  ����������	�
��Scroll Editor 

Call the office at 584-2370 
if you have any questions 

about any of our programs. 

  
  

  

Support the Local Food Bank 
  

Please remember our neighbors in Saratoga 
who are less fortunate than we are. 

  

Please be generous with your food pantry donations. 
We have a box in the front lobby waiting to be filled. 

  

Please bring unopened, nonperishable foods. 
  

Thank you in advance for your generosity. 
  

A Congregation Shaara Tfille Community Project 

If you have volunteered to help make 
bingo sandwiches, sell bingo food, sell 
pull tabs or help with selling of bingo 
cards, PLEASE remember to show up 
at your scheduled time. 

We have asked only the number of 
people needed to volunteer. We do not 
have extra people to help when others 
forget to show up.   

  

We appreciate all of our volunteers 
and their dedication to 

Congregation Shaara Tfille. 

  

  

Volunteers Needed !!!!!!!!! 
We are in need of volunteers to help prepare 
and/or sell Bingo food.  It takes about 1½ hours 
to make the sandwiches and 2 hours to sell 
them (these are two different jobs).  Please 
call the office if you would be willing to donate 
your time once a month or every other month. 

  

Please remember:  the funds raised 
from Bingo help with our annual budget. 

Thank you. 

Rabbi Blatt’s office hours are by appointment. 
Please call the office at 584-2370 

to set up an appointment with him. 
 

Please notify the office  
if you or a member of your family would 

like to request a hospital visit by the Rabbi. 

In the event of an emergency, 
Rabbi Blatt may be contacted by 

cell phone at (917) 723-4571. 

 

 

If you need transportation to attend one of our 
religious services or events, please contact the 

office and we will try to arrange a ride for you. 
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Reminder: 
Due to the increase in postage and materials, 

the price of contribution cards sent from  
the synagogue will be a minimum of $10. 

MEMORIAL CANDLES 
 

Norman Mann in memory of Gustav Pincus 
Norman Mann in memory of Anne Pincus 
Jack Polacsek in memory of Gertrude Polacsek 
Jack Polacsek in memory of Lena Polacsek 
Judith Ehrenshaft in memory of Lewis Ehrenshaft 
Dianna and Eugene Nachamkin in memory of  
 Zelick Nachamkin 
Sol Figelman in memory of Irving Figelman 
Sol Figelman in memory of Morris Figelman 
Patricia Carson and Brian Lee in memory of Donald Lee 
Patricia Bruder in memory of William Sedutto 
Linda Bertrand in memory of Murry Ike 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

Alice Goldsmith sending sincere thanks to everyone who 
helped with the meal of comfort after Irving’s funeral 

Alice Goldsmith sending sincere thanks to  
 Susan Edwards, Judy Zassenhaus and Sandi Weiskopf 

for their outstanding loving care 
Linda Walczak in memory of Iris Levine 
Christa Selig in memory of Gerald Selig 
Alice Goldsmith in memory of Irene Sedutto, mother 

of Patricia Bruder 
Alice Goldsmith in honor of the marriage of  
 Patricia Bruder’s daughter Melinda to Adam 
Alice Goldsmith in memory of Iris Levine 
Alice Goldsmith in memory of Richard Deutsch 
Rhoda and Avram Freedberg honoring Rabbi Ken Blatt 
Rhoda and Avram Freedberg honoring  
 Allan, Carole and Pamela Polacsek 
Rhoda and Avram Freedberg honoring  
 Al and Bunny Kasin 
Rhoda and Avram Freedberg honoring  
 Carole and Bill Leakakos 
Rhoda and Avram Freedberg honoring Brian Lee and 

Patricia Carson 
Rhoda and Avram Freedberg honoring Piper Lutbak 

and Barry Connor 
Rhoda and Avram Freedberg honoring  
 Stella and Milt Mintzer 
Rhoda and Avram Freedberg honoring Seth Rosner 
Rhoda and Avram Freedberg honoring  
 Judith Ehrenshaft 
Rhoda and Avram Freedberg honoring Patricia Balasuriya 

In Memory of Irma Mintzer 
Jeanne Schleifman 
Marci and Benjamin Goldgar 
Nan and Allan Kline 
Christa Selig 
Susi and Ken Ritzenberg 

 

In Memory of Irving Goldsmith 
Sondra and David Silverhart 
Pamela, Carole and Allan Polacsek 
Ellen and Adam Spiegel 
Marci and Benjamin Goldgar 
Carol and Harvey Korfin 
Sharon and Paul Greenblath 
Myra Gordon 
Susi and Ken Ritzenberg 
Christa Selig 
Dorothy Maneri 
Jean Caprow 
Marvin and Company, P.C. 
Shirley Lavine 
Lila and Larry Berger 
Ruth and Edward Dweck 
Susan and Robert Edwards 
Concord Hill School 
Harold K. Gordon 
Mary Lynn Jackowicz 

 

PRAYER BOOK FUND 
 

The Berkowitz Family in memory of Irving Goldsmith 
 

KIDDUSH FUND 
 

Debbi Sabin in honor of Leah Hallow’s birthday 
Carol Ann and Richard Chait 
 

ADVERTISING FUND 
 

Helen and Sid Gordon 
 

MITZVAH CLUB 2015-2016 * 
 

Sharon Dunn and Harvey Zirofsky 
Rita and Michael Fischer 
Rhoda and Avram Freedberg 
Lorraine and Steven Hammer 
Stella and Milt Mintzer 
Loretta and Arthur Ostrov 
 

* Donations of $1,000 or more per fiscal year 

Prayer Book Dedications:  Chumashim (Etz Hayim 
Torah and Commentary) can be dedicated in honor 
of someone for $72. Siddurim can be dedicated 
for $36 or High Holiday Prayer Books for $25. 
Please contact the synagogue office for details. 
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Please join the congregation on 

 Friday, November 20th at 7:30 p.m. 
 for Shabbat Evening Services 

   

There will be an Oneg 

after services. 

� �

Sisterhood Meeting 
 

Tuesday, November 10th 
at 7:00 p.m. 

 

��
e will discuss the  
November 15th Jewish book and Chanukah 

sale, including lunch and presentation.  We will also 
decide plans for another Woman of Valor fundraiser, 
including a nominating committee, plus other fund-
raising ideas. 

Synagogue Breakfast Sponsored by Men’s Club 
 

  Please join us for Breakfast 

 and to celebrate our  

 Menorah Rededication  

 Sunday, November 22 at 9:30 a.m. 

  Congregation Shaara Tfille – Gates of Prayer 
 

Restoration was made possible by a generous grant from 

The Alfred Z. Solomon Charitable Trust  
$10 per person.  Please RSVP by November 15th, to 584-2370  

Jewish War Veterans Post 36 
 

��
he monthly JWV meeting  

will be held on  
Sunday, November 22nd at 11:00 a.m.   
(following the synagogue breakfast). 

Celebrate your special birthday, anniversary, or 
other happy event with all your friends.  Sponsor 
a Sabbath Kiddush or Friday night Oneg.  Call 
the synagogue office at 584-2370 to arrange a date. 

Nov Heb Member’s Name Deceased Rel 
 

 3 Cheshvan 21 Morton Zelikofsky Marty Zelikofsky W 
 4 22 Robert Messing Abe Messing F 
 4 22 Miriam Messinger Isadore Messinger F/L 
 7 25 Barbie Kahn Stanley J Chojnacki F 
 8 26 Carole Polacsek Beatrice Kaspin M 
 10 28 Dorothy Sanders Bernard Smith F 
 10 28 Harvey Zirofsky Jack Zirofsky F 
 14 Kislev 2 Rabbi Kenneth Blatt Louis Blatt F 
 14 2 Nancy Goldberg Sheila Goldberg M/L 
 15 3 Deborah Sabin Margaret O. Sabin M 
 16 4 Carol Anne Chait Helen Pies M 
 17 5 Miriam Messinger Minerva Steuer M 

Please help us keep our yahrtzeit list up-to-date.  Call Carole in the office with any additions or corrections. 

 Nov  Heb Member’s Name Deceased Rel 
 

 19 Kislev 7 Ina Gonick Robert Salomon Neph 
 19 7 Milli Macy Anna Marks M 
 20 8 Lary Opitz Charles Opitz F 
 22 10 Linda Ike Bertrand Florence Ike M 
 23 11 Barbara Golub Betty Schon M 
 23 11 Charles Weintraub Meyer Weintraub F 
 24 12 Judith Ehrenshaft Roman Chudy F 
 24 12 Wilma Koss Louis Weinstein F 
 25 13 Morton Zelikofsky Sadie Hochstetter M/L 
 27 15 Andy Kahn Jane K Kahn M 
 27 15 Gordon Sanders Simon Sanders F 
 29 17 Deborah Sabin Gregory Hallow F/L 

November Yahrtzeits 
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CHANUKAH CELEBRATION! 
Friday, December 4th 

 
6:30 p.m. — Deli dinner 

featuring Lots of LATKES! 
 
 
 

7:30 p.m. — Shabbat Services 
 
Cost:  $18 per person over age 13 Free for member children under 13 $10 for non-member children 

We get letters: 
Hello, 
 

The High Holidays are over, and the new year is in front of us.  Hopefully we will do the right thing for our shul. 
All reports were good at the last meeting. That speaks well of our president, officers and board. We have smart people 
who will lead us in the right direction.  We are the Jewish Community Center in Saratoga County.  Let’s keep our 
heads high and be proud of our heritage, and show our wisdom by making the right move, whatever it is. 
 

We had a tough year with the loss of so many of our members. Let’s only think of the good memories and 
continue to be a growing Jewish community in Saratoga. We owe it to ourselves and our children.  Remember, 
if Jews can’t help Jews, who will?  We always need some help, only a few hours a week for bingo etc. Our Monday, 
Thursday and Saturday morning services are in need of a few more people. You will get to meet some nice people. 
It’s all for the good of our Jewish community. We have to continue to go ahead and be proud of who we are. 
We are moving in the right direction. 

Shalom, Sid Gordon 

Number Attending  

Adult Member over 13 @ $18  Child Member under 13 @ no charge  

Adult Non-member over 13 @ $18  Child Non-member under 13 @ $10  

Total Enclosed   $ 

CONGREGATION SHAARA TFILLE CHANUKAH DINNER RESERVATION FORM 
 

Name(s): ____________________________________________ Phone Number: _____________  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please return this form with payment (check or cash only) made payable to: 
Congregation Shaara Tfille, 84 Weibel Avenue, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 

 

This form must be received by Monday, November 23, 2015 
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��e would like to thank and acknowledge all of our Members and Friends who have supported 
Congregation Shaara Tfille with their generous contributions. 

This helps us keep a strong Conservative Jewish presence in the Saratoga Springs area. 
 

May you be blessed with a healthy and happy New Year. 
 

The following Families have made a generous contribution to our Yom Kippur Appeal. 
Please add your name to our list by calling the office. 

We will be updating and printing this list in our next few issues of the Scroll. 

With your help, our Yom Kippur Appeal has raised over $15,500 

Stevan Abelson and Lorie Troiani 
Anonymous 
Edward Balaban 
Patricia Balasuriya 
Marc and Renee Barr 
Linda Bertrand 
Patricia Bruder 
Martin and Zhanna Cohen 
Edward and Ruth Dweck 
Judith Ehrenshaft 
Michael and Rita Fischer 
Harold and Cynthia Flax 
Mitchell and Susan Frost 
Stuart Ginsburg 
Roslyn Goldsmith 
Sid and Helen Gordon 
Joseph and Susan Greenbaum 
Mort and Vivian Greenberg 
Jerry Grodin and Felice Karlitz 

Bruce Hafter 
Leah Hallow 
Steven and Lorraine Hammer 
Joseph Jacobson 
Iris Jourdan 
Linda Kahn 
Irwin Kamen 
Martin and Judith Kaplan 
Allen and Marilyn Kasin 
David Kieserman and Judith Craven 
Alan and Daisy Kosack 
David and Wilma Koss 
William and Carole Leakakos 
Piper Lutbak and Barry Connor 
Peter Zeitzoff and Marguerite MacDonald 
Milli Macy 
Jack Mintzer 
Milton and Stella Mintzer 
Stuart Mintzer 

Lary and Barbara Opitz 
Arthur and Loretta Ostrov 
Allan and Carole Polacsek 
Jack Polacsek 
Pamela Polacsek 
Barry Potoker 
Marc and Francine Robin 
Seth Rosner 
Joseph and Shoshana Ruiz 
Deborah Sabin 
Shirley Schultz 
Bernard Singer 
Rabbi Josef and Judith Thomas Solomon 
Warren and Marylou Weil 
Charles and Ruth Weintraub 
Philip and Susan Weissman 
Skip and Eileen Woodcock 
Mort Zelikofsky 
Harvey Zirofsky and Sharon Dunn 

Recently, Al Kasin and Joe 
Greenbaum, with the assistance of 
Carole Leakakos, erected a new 
flag pole at the end of our driveway. 
The purpose was to enable us to fly 
both the American flag as well as 
the POW/MIA flag in honor of our 
veterans. Post 36 of the Jewish 
War Veterans of Saratoga Springs 
has its home at Congregation 
Shaara Tfille. 

Sincere appreciation to all of you who attended our Wellspring 
event. Executive Director Maggie Fronk captivated all as she  

gave us a lot of info to ponder. A large amount of items from their ‘Wish List’ was donated, 
and our tzedekah will indeed make a huge difference for the individuals they support.  

Thanks to Linda Bertrand, Barbie Kahn and Judith Ehrenshaft for preparing our nosh, 
Rabbi Blatt for his participation and Pamela Polascek and Carole Leakakos for helping to 
facilitate/organize all of the components of the event. This demonstrates how we care 
about our community, and it should make us proud to be a member of our Sisterhood. 

November Birthdays 
and Anniversaries 

 

 3 Edward Dweck 
 3 Jack Mintzer 
 8 Harvey Kalish 
 10 Sol Figelman 
 13 Diane White 
 14 Martin and Zhanna Cohen 
 16 Emily Dweck 
 19 Marcia Metzger 
 21 Mort Zelikofsky 
 26 Stuart Ginsburg 
 26 Andrew and Barbie Kahn 
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The office will be closed  
November 24th-27th 

 

No Hebrew School  
November 29th 

November 2015 �
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The Sisterhood of Congregation Shaara Tfille Presents: 
 

2nd
 ANNUAL JEWISH BOOK AND CHANUKAH SALE 

 

NOVEMBER 15, 2015 
10:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. 

 

Featuring Presentation and Book Signing at 1:00 p.m. with 

STEVE SHEINKIN 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

Newberry Medal Winner and National Book Award Nominee 
Author of The Port Chicago 50 and The Adventures of Rabbi Harvey 

and many other young adult books 
 

Hot dogs, chips, potato salad and cookies will be served 
 

Lunch and Presentation: $10 

Admission for Book and Chanukah Sale Only is Free 
 

Please RSVP for lunch by November 11, 2015 
(518) 584-2370 

 
 

Books provided by Northshire Books of Saratoga Springs 
 

Funding from Jewish Federation of Northeastern New York 
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Program / House Needs 
Graduation from Guardian- 

-into Apartment Needs  
Constant Needs 

Garbage bags Reusable grocery bags Cleaning products 

Liquid hand soap Sheet sets, queen/full Tall garbage bags 

Liquid body wash Lamps Liquid hand soap 

Large freezer Ziploc bags Shower curtains  

Lysol spray   

Gain / Tide laundry detergent  Luxury Item:  

Floor cleaner (Mr. Clean)  large plastic containers 

Stationery  for storage/organization 

THE GUARDIAN HOUSE 
OF SARATOGA 

 

The homeless veteran’s house located 
at 1214 Saratoga Road, Ballston Spa, 
NY, is a beautiful historical home for 
up to eleven female veterans. The 
women who come here have many 
needs. Below are some of the ways in 
which you can help meet these needs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You can bring your donations to Congregation Shaara Tfille, and Carole 
will bring them to the Guardian House. Thank you for your kind donations. 
We simply would not be able to thrive without such a supportive community! 

Havurah Vatik November Event 
 Tuesday, November 17th, 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

 

 at Congregation Shaara Tfille 
 All area Jewish Seniors 55 plus are welcome! 

 

The Floral Fete: a Unique Saratoga Celebration 
 

Through stories and pictures, these elaborate floral parades will come alive 
for the audience, as they did for thousands of onlookers who flocked to view the 
Spa City’s version of the Tournament of Roses extravaganza each September 
from 1894 through 1902. 

 

Teri Blasko, Local History Librarian at the Saratoga Springs Public Library, 
will be our guide as she relates the history of the event and the characters 
responsible for bringing it to Saratoga Springs. 

 

A catered lunch follows the program 
 

It is very important that you contact Temple Sinai at 584-8730, mailbox 4, or havurahvatik@hotmail.com 
by November 11th if you are planning to attend, need to cancel your reservation, or if you need transportation. 
To contact Havurah Vatik for any other reason, you can email the Co-chairs: Ellen Steinberger at 
rmsets@optonline.net or Caroline Seligman at jollysel0@gmail.com.  We will be happy to talk with you! 
 

Keep Havurah Vatik alive and well – bring along a friend to enjoy this program. 

 
We are grateful to our sponsors:  and  . 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

 
 
 

Sisterhood Book Club 
Meeting 

 

Tuesday, December 8th 

at 7:00 p.m. 
 

��
he December book club 
read will be  
The Secret Chord, 

a biographical novel about 
King David, 

by Geraldine Brooks 
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Joint Society Event 

 

Jewish Film Festival 
 

Sunday, November 8, 2015 
at 7:00 p.m. 
 

DELI MAN 
 

“Deli Man” is the cinematic 
equivalent of comfort 
food. Loosely structured 
around a profile of David 
“Ziggy” Gruber, a third- 
generation “Deli Man” 
and the film’s genial tour 
guide, the documentary is 

also a history of the American institution of the Jewish 
delicatessen.  The film features interviews with such 
loyal celebrity customers as Jerry Stiller, Larry King 
and Fyvush Finkel. 
Discussion led by Jeff Walton 
Refreshments are included! 

Optional Deli Dinner at 5:30 p.m.—$15 pp 
$5 member, $10 non-member, $3 student. 

The JCC of Schenectady,  
2565 Balltown Road, Niskayuna. 

�
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Register at www.jewishfedny.org or call (518) 783-7800  

Sunday, November 15, 2015 at 7 p.m. 
Congregation Agudat Achim 

2117 Union St., Schenectady, NY 

,   
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Saratoga Springs, NY 

Congregation Shaara Tfille 

84 Weibel Ave. 

Saratoga Springs, NY  12866 

  

  

The Jewish Community Center 
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gelt
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gift 
wrap 

Sisterhood of Congregation Shaara Tfille presents: 
 

Chanukah Gift Shop Opens November 8th 
 

We have:  
 
 
 

and many other gift items.   
 

 Please think of Sisterhood for all 
your holiday shopping needs. 

games 

books 

Gift Shop open Monday-Friday, 
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

& 10:00 a.m. –  3:00 p.m. on Sunday, November 15th 
 

Call the office at 584-2370 for an appointment at a different time. 
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