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INVESTIGATION INTO THE ACCIDENTAL DEATHS OF RUBEN RIVERG W?ﬁ?I DOBT___—“_
FRIDAY MARCH 3, 2000 AT APPROXIMATELY 3: 30 P.M. IN THE AREA OF S. W 121
STREET AND S.W. 93 AVENUE, AS THE RESULT OF A HEEICGPTER ACCIDENT.
NARRATIVE SUMMARY :

On Friday, March 3, 2000, at approximately 3:50 p.m., this investigator was

assigned to 1nvest1gate the deaths of victims ROBERT PIERCE and RUBIN

had crashed in the area of S.W. 121 Street and S. w 93 Avenue, at

approximately 3:30 p.m,

This investigator contacted the Crime Scene Bureau and requested that crime

scene technicians respond to assist in the investigation. It was learned
responding to assist, with TECHNICIAN L. TOLEDO being the lead crime scene

technician on the scene.

At approximately 4:50 p.m., this investigator arrived on the scene and
contacted the following Homicide detectives, who also responded to assist ir
+the investiaat+ ian
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1) DETECTIVE RAY HOADLEY, Unit 3170

2} DETECTIVE-BRETT NICHOLSf Unrit—3130

3 DETECTIVE GREG SMITH, Unit 3142

1) WALTER BRYANT, Officer In Charge, Miami-Dade Fire Rescue Air Command

3) CHARLES MAYNARD Air Safety Investigator for Sample International

Aviation, Inc.
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assigned to write the offense incident report OFFICER ALONZO arrived on
the scene of the crash and observed a helicopter as it was fully engulfed in

the Federal Aviation Administration Investigator SMITH advised that he
would be the lead NTSB investigator on the scene, and Investigator MEJIA

to- him
_wgu-l—d——bé—p—p@ll—i-d«i—n-g_a-dd-l—tm t-o—hR-1HhR-

At approximately 5:45 p.m. this investigator met with DETECTIVES NICHOLS,

witnesses

| Interviewed by DETECTIVE RRETT NICHOLS:

1) RICHARD LOMB, W/M/22, DOB: 05/12/77, of 9305 S.W. 122 Lane, phone:
(305) 278-9885

2)  GARY MATTHEWS, W/M/48, DOB: 07/20/51, of 17485 S.W. 245 Terrace, home
| phone: {305} 247-7469.

For complete detalls as to what these witnesses observed, refer to DETECTIVE

- NICHOLS ' —supplemental report
port.
Interviewed by DETECTIVE RAY HOADLEY:

1) ANDREW LINN, W/M/23, DOB: 10/16/76, of 11115 S.W. 158 Terrace, home
phone: (305) 254-1639.

2) CHRISTINA AGUILAR, W/F/17, DOB: 05/28/82, of 10835 S.W. 75 Street, home
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- phone+(305}—279-4875

3) TERESITA SIERRA, W/F/16, of 5870 S.W. 120 Avenue, phone: (305)
4122120

8, DOB: 12/08/81, of 10720 S.W. 145 Avenue, home

4)  GEORGINA PARDO, W/F/
hone+ {305} 669

5) ALAN FARQUHARSON, W
hone+—{305)—251~72

6) MARLENE EDICIR, W/F/21, DOB: 11/06/78, of 8983 S.W. 128 Street, phone:
| =4 [N ate]

7) GORDON BUSHNELL, W/M/33, DOB: 09/20/66, of 18102 S.W. 88 Place, phone:
Lo W = =4 e ] | =4

oW, HeVal
[ A4

8) MAURICE FORTOUL, W/M/19 DOB: 09/20/80, of 9572 S.W. 124 Terrace, home
Lo T

é For complete details as to what these witnesses observed, refer to DETECTIVE
g *W_Sﬁpp&ﬂwﬁ%ﬂi—fepef‘t.————_————_‘_—‘_—‘
g Interviewed by DETECTIVE GREG SMITH:
:
gl 1) ISMAIL SAUCEDE, W/M/36, DOB: 06/25/63, of 10410 N.W. 2 Avenue, home
phone: (305) 772-8656.
2) JERALD JONES, W/M/58, DOB: 10/26/41, of 12525 S.W. 263 Terrace, home
phone: (305) 258-4179.
3) COLEEN ILOVIN, W/F/49, DOB: 12/26/50, of 5350 S.W. 111 Avenue, home
phone: (305) 596-3374.
4) LINDA ST. LARAUNT, W/F/54, DOB: 03/20/46, of 5971 Forest Hill
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5) TRACI KOSCHMEDER, W/F/30, DOB: 05/15/69, of 11102 S.W. 128 Place,

nmas_ (A0 0 Y ’)D’D_I\’IQ"I

nha
Phone A\ A~y | OO 7

The general consensus, after listening to what the witnesses observed, was

While doing so, one of the helicopters began to fly at a higher altitude,

almost straight up into the air At that time, debris and the tail section

& G o Y =, 3 :.. Ma =—na , = g =
JONATHON FOX, W/M/43, DOB: 01/06/57, of 6930 Portillo, Coral Gables,

Florida, phone: (305) 586-8294, and JOHN D. LANG, W/M/41, DOB: 03/04/59, of

14 4 I

Also while on the scene of the crash on March 4, 2000 at approximately 9:45

fiberglass to DETECTIVE G SMITH advising;him that an unidentified uniform

officer had given him the box containing these pieces These pieces were

(305) 238—2703. He located these;pieces and relinquished them to the

NARRATIVE/CONTINUATION

unidentified officer. These items were subsequently relinquished to NTSB

—InvestigatorC-—SMITH-on theseepe-+ ——m——m — — ————————

For complete detalils as to the aforementioned witness statements provided to

DETECTIVE SMITH  refer to DETECTIVE SMITH' S supplemental repert- — — —

Later in the afternoon on Saturday, March 4, 2000 Investigator C. SMITH

"watch this“ that was made between RUBIN RIVERO and JONATHON FOX. Due to

this fact, this investigator requested that DETECTIVE SMITH re-contact

at 4 er
QL AVULL,

Suspect Code Code # | Offense Indicator Residence Type Citizenship Drug Indication Alcohol indication
1#1 3 Both 1 City 3 Florida 1Yes 8 Unknown 1Yes 8 Unknown
S - Suspect A - Arrestes 282 i 2 County 4Outof State | 2No 2No i
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telephone. During that conversation, MR. LANG stated that he did not recall

any conversations pertaining to MR. FOX having requested RUBIN RIVERO and/or

the statement "watch this" from RUBIN RIVERO to MR. FOX. For complete

details, see DETECTIVE SMITH’S report.

Additionally, DETECTIVE SMITH re-contacted JONATHON FOX, who stated that a

conversation did not occur between him and RUBIN RIVERO reference RUBIN

—RIVERO—and/orROBERT PIEREE—fHiminghis helicopter,—and he also stated—that—

he did not hear MR. RIVERO make the statement "watch this" at any time. For

complete details, refer to DETECTIVE SMITH’S supplemental report.

At approximately 6:05 p.m., this investigator requested that the medical

examiner respond to the scene to conduct further investigation.

At approximately 6:15 p.m., this investigator interviewed PAUL BARTH,

W/M/37, DOB: 03/13/62, of 14661 S.W. 141 Place, business phone: (305)

Aviation Services and Leasing, Inc., which managed and operated Sky 6 and

NARRATIVE/CONTINUATION

was very familiar with the pilot, RUBIN RIVERO.

Witness BARTH advised that the victim, RIVERO, had been factory trained

twice on the MD60ON helicopter, and had probably logged more time in this
—atreraft—thansany other pilot—on-the eastcoast+— — ————————————————
Additionally, MR. BARTH provided this investigator with the victim’s family
g g de oo goy o F TN PNV S g
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It was also learned that this helicopter was owned by NBC 6, the local news

turbo shaft aircraft, which featured the notar technology, which meant that
there was no torque or rotor in the rear. The helicopter could seat five

number was N611BC. The assigned serial number was CAL-847058.

Suspect Code Code # | Oftense Indicstor Residence Type Citizenship Orug indication Alcohol Indication
A-A 4 1#1 3 Both 1 City 3 Florida 1Yes 8 Unknown 1 Yes 8 Unknown
S - Suspect A - Arrestee 242 1 2 County 4 Out of State | 2 No | 2 No I
Drug Activity S5 Sell "R Smuggle K. Dispense/ M. Manufacture/ 2 Other Drug Type B. Barbiturate H. Hallucinogen P Paraphernaiia/ U Unknown
N N'A 8 Buy D. Deliver Distribute Produce/ N N/A C. Cocaine M. Marijuana Equipment Z Other
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on the scene. After briefing DR. RAO and examining the crash site with her,

she determined that 1t was necessary to remove both bodies from the scene,

investigator, in removing both bodies from the wreckage and examining them.

For details of personal property that was removed from the scene, refer to

- the personaldatasectionof this report- 7

details on the scene and body, refer to that portion of this report as well.

scene and took custody of both bodies that were transported to the medical

examiner’s office for autopsies. After the bodies were removed from the

evening with uniform officers who would be stationed in the area, in an

NARRATIVE/CONTINUATION

effort to ensure that they secured the scene for further investigation that

L was-tooccur-thefollowing morning
rorning-

‘Next this Investigator interviewed DONNY DALLAS a photographer employed by

received information that another Channel 10 photographer, whom he

Identified as JOE RIVERS, had heard a conversation between RUBIN RIVERO and

the pilot of anethef—he++eepter—tha%—w&s—%E%Hﬁf4+F%he—a+f—W¥%h—h+mT———“—————
According to witness DALLAS, he was advised that RIVERO had stated "watch

this" to the other pilot and then subsequently was involved in his crash.

SMITH and Crime Scene TECHNICIANS TOLEDO and BYRD responded back to the

crash site to conduct further investigation.

While on the crash site, this investigator contacted NTSB Senior

Suspect Code Code # | Ottense Indicstor Residence Type Citizenship Drug Indication Alcohof indication
s ' A-A v 141 3 Both 1 City 3 Florida 1Yes 8 Unknown 1Yes 8 Unknown
S - Suspect A - Arrestes ¢ 242 1 2 County 4 Outof State | 2 No 2 No i
Drug Activity S Sell "R Smuggle K. Dispense/ M. Manutacture/ 2 Other Drug Type B Barbiturate H. Hallucinogen P Paraphernalia/ U. Unknown
N N‘A 8 Buy D. Detiver Distribute Produce/ N.N/A C. Cocaine M. Marijuana Squipment Z. Other
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—Investigater SMITH-

investigators. It was learned at that time that the NTSB would be removing

parts of the helicopter after examlining them, and that they would be

While clearing the debris in the crash site, the following items were

Citizen watch These items were subsequently returned to the families of

the victims. For complete details, see the attached property receipts.

Also while on the scene, additional debris from the helicopter was located

in the back yards of 9350 S.W. 120 Street and 12150 S.W. 93 Avenue. These

NARRATIVE/CONTINUATION

g ! [ I
S.W. 93 Avenue, phone: (305) 233~ 7893. Witness ROACH advised that he was

sitting in the living room of his residence when he heard what he believed

he heard one helicopter make a turn as 1If it was coming back towards his
house, at which time he heard what sounded like a sputtering engine and then

of the helicopter as 1t crashed He stated at that time he called 911
requesting emergency asslstance.

Next interviewed at approximately 11:45 a.m., was JOSEPH W. RIVERS. Witness

RIVERS resides at 13955 S.W. 127 Street Suite 121 phone: (305) 620-9063.

Tamiami Airport at approximately 3: OO p.m. operating a Bell 206 He was
traveling four miles southwest of Miami, when he called Miami Air Tower

helicopter as 1t was hovering over an accident scene in the area.

Suspect Code Code # | Offense Indicator Residence Type Citizenship Drug Indicstion Alcohol indication
t A- Arrest 1#1 3 Both 1 City 3 Florida 1Yes B8 Unknown 1Yes 8 Unknown
S - Suspect A - Arrestes | 202 | 2 County 4 Out of State 1 2 No 1 2 No I
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2 Dept. and Released 3. Incarcerated (County Jail)
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w MM 1D. Number(s)/Locator Code Unit Date
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_ﬂiiness_RIuERs_Lhen_asked_hLs_phoLog:apher_¢cu¥4deoxape—¢he_Channel &
helicopter as it was in the area.

that the frequency numbers were 118.3 to 123.025. While monitoring those

frequencies, he heard thée pilots for Channels 4 and 7 advising that they
were also en route to the accident that Channel 6 was a1rpady present at

in addition, he advised that he heard the pilolt, RUBEN RIVERO, make a
comment to DR JOHN FOX, who was npprating another hp]irnpfpr in the area

At that time, he stated that the doctor wanted RUBEN RIVERO to film him, and
RUBEN advised the doctor tTo continue in an eastbound direction.

In addition, he heard RUBEN RIVERO stated, "Watch this," at approximately
3730 p.m. AIlter that hée did not heéar any oOother transmissions.

Shortly after that he stated that he observed smoke and then heard someone

say that they saw the rotor leaving tihe Chanmnel 6 helticopter.
In addition, witness RIVERS advised that JOHN PINTO could also confirm this

—conversation, as he was present with him im the helicopter—

Next Interviewed was JOHN PINTO, who also utilized the address of 13955 S.W.

1 [

fact that he heard the pilot, RUBEN RIVERO, make the statement "watch this"

to DR. FOX, who was operating another helicopter.

| DETECTIVE GREG SMITH. DETECTIVE GREG SMITH re-interviewed DR. JONATHON FOX
n an error o ve ementioned information.

details, see DETECTIVE SMITH'’S supplemental report.

At approximately 2:10 p.m., this investigator requested that Criminalist
GEORGE BORGHI and Firearms Specialist JESSE GALAN respond to the scene to

Suspect Code Code # | Ottense Indicator Residence Type Cltizenship Drug Indication Alcohol Indication
$-8 L A - Arrest t#1 3 Both 1 City 3 Floride 1Yes 8 Unknown 1 Yes 8 Unknown
- Suspect A - Arrestee 242 1 2 County 4 Out of State 1 2 No 2No 1
Drug Activity S Sell A.Smuggle K. Dispense/ M. Manufacture/ Z Other Drug Type B Barbitorate H . Hallucinogen P Paraphernaia/ U Unknown
N N‘A B Buy D Deliver Distribute Produce/ N. N/A C. Cocaine M. Marijuana Squipment Z. Other
| L Possess T Trathc E_Use Cultivate ] A Amphetamine _ E. Heroine Q. Opium/Dry S. Synthetic l
0| © 1. Parent Name of Parent or Custodian (Last, First, Middie) Residence Phone
w52 Legal Custodian
&lcao ( )
2] Address (Street, Apt. Number; (City) (State) @p) Business Phone
: [{ }
Z | Notitied By: (Name) Date Time Juvenile lon
2 1. Handled/Frogessed Wkhin 2. Turned Over to HRS/CYF
_:. Dept. and Released 3. Incarcerated (County Jail)
Released to: (Name) Relationship Date Time
Person/Unit Notifled Time Related Repert Number(s)
Date
g“bETECTIVE J. LEWIS/bb 10. Numbor () Eoiarqode 3125
lg Officer Reviewing (it Applicable) 1D. Number Mouted To Reforred To Aseigned To By Oste
Number Arreeted
; Case Statue gumlu'rm,u"'oun“‘ JMull Date Cleared Jokt Number
2. & 4. Open Pend. ] 1 1 1 Il
Excepiion Type : 2. Arrest on Primary 3. Death of Offender 5. Prosecution Declined OBTS Number P s §
1. Extradition Oftense Offense 4. VAW Refused 6. Juvenile / No Custody
Declined Without Prosscution bt ' | of l
-
32.02.00-2
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WS 5 0 | R BEATH "RIVERO, Ruben Srunsneicuen &
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examine the tail section of the helicaopter, to ascertain if there was any

4
paint transfer from the blades to the rear of the tail section.

At ttonatly, tITiT ITnvestigator reqUesTed that Criminalist BORGHI attempt fc

match strike marks from the rotor Wlades *a the tail section

At approximatetly 2750 prm., JESSE GAIAN arTived o the Sceng, [oilowsd by
the arrival of Criminalist GECRGE BORGHT, who arrived on the scene at

approximately 3:1C p.m.

Poth individuals examined the tail piecs and determined that there was

slight paint transfer from one of the rotors to the tail section.

Lriminallist GALAN staied Thail Dased on the sirike marks, It was delermined

that the rotor had struck the +ail

section five out of siw *imes

Al approximalely 6:30 p.m., the Crash sitée had been clieared of a.l debris

and of the hp]ihnp+9r, by emplovees of Air & Sea Recovery Inc Due-to this

fact, this investigator advised the uniform officers that they could clear

he scene.

At approximately 8:20 p.m., this investigator interviewed witness GERON

ENJANMIN, B/M/39, DOB: 08/27/60, of 14603 S.W. 144 Court, phone: (786 242-

4184 This witness stated he was working in the area of 100 Avenue and S.W.

124 Terrace, when he observed two helicopters passing overhead. He stated

thatl he observed one helicopter attempt to do a loop, which he described as

NARRATIVE/CONTINUATION

"fancy flving,' and when the helicopter got to the top of the loop

.
th op—it

started to descend to the ground, at which time he observed the tail end of

the helicopter as [t came crashing down. Witness BENJAMIN had no other
information

n Monday, March 6, 2000, at approximately 11:00 a.m., this investigator
. i ! fr K 7 ;Q! 08240 S+ W-—263 Stfee&l
phone: (305) 251-9463. Witness ARCHER stated that he was in the general

vicinity of the helicopter that was flying overhead. He advised that he

o = o0 7 - a o

: : 5 , S
helicopter as it attempted to do a loop in the air, flying straight up into

Suspect Code Code # | Ottense Indicator Residence Type Citizenship Drug Indication Alcohol Indlcation
1#1 3 Both 1 City 3 Florida 1Yes 8 Unknown 1 Yes 8 Unknown
S - Suspect A - Arrestes § 242 1 2 County 4 Out of State 1 2 No | 2 No 1
Drug Activity 5 Set! R Smuggle K. Dispense/ M. Manufacture/ Z. Other Drug Type B Barbiturate H. Hallucinogen P Paraphernaha/ U. Unknown
N N’A B Buy O. Deliver Distribute Produce/ N.N/A C. Cocaine M. Marijuana Equipment Z. Other
- P _Possess T Tratfic E. Use Cultivate [ A. Amphetamine E. Heroine 0. Opium/Dry, S. Synthetic l
o1 Parent Name of Psrent or Custodian (Last, First, Middie) Residence Phone
W17 2 Legal Custodian
&lCaother_ ( )
2| Address (Street, Apt. Number; City) (State) (Zip) Business Phone
] ( )
Z 1 Notitied By: (Name) Date Time Juveniie lon
- .
1. Handied/Processed Within 2. Turned Over to HRS/CYF
-s. Dept. and A 3. incarceramd (County Jail)
Relersed to: (Name) Relstionship Dete Time
Person/Unit Notitied Time Reisted Report Number(s)
w 1D. N 6)/ t Unit Dete
E|BEPEETVE J. LEWIS/bb : Lol -yl 3125
Hgam«ummumwmmm 1D. Number Routed To Referrad To Assigned To »y Dete
1
. Number Arreste
& [ Cone matue Coranca 1108 & (- tcunceq Ahaun Date Clesred o4 Number
2 E 4. Open Pend. I 1 1 1 1 1 .
Exception Type 2. Arrest on Primary 3. Death of Offender 8. Prosecution Declined OBTS Number
1. Extradition Offense Secondary Offense 4. VIW Refused 0 8. Juvenite / No Custody gl 15
Dectined Without Prosecution Cooperate of
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Victim #1 Neme

RIVERO, Ruben

riginat Prima

ACC

Ottense Description

383 TS ENTAL DEATH

30300

1
Original NCIC/UCR

Original OFF/ING Location Primary Offense Changed To [A-Attempted New Ststute Violaten Number New NCIC/UCR Co
1 S T O T O O O L R I 1 _

he air and -then starting to come down on-the other side of—+the Toop—As—
did so, he observed the helicopter as the engine stalled and heard what
sounded like a baseball bat hitting a baseball, when the tail section of ¢

ircraft was suddenty struck by—the roter—Jrrades At—that—time—ire—observe
the blades and parts of the nelicopter as they spiraled towards the ground.
Additionally, he stated that he observed the helicopter as it proceeded to
spiral to the ground, 1ncing debris as it i O He stated that-—hRe—toot
sight of the helicopter, due to a tree line that was in his Line cf view
Additionally, witness ARCHER provided tnis investigator with a ske-cn
describing the aforementioned information. TFor e Mprete—<etaits——see
witness ARCHER'S sketch.

n—Thursday,March 9, 2000, at appreximat P4 30—prm—thrte—investigatoer
received informaticn from CHARLES MAYNARD, an employee with Air Safety
Investigations, of 555 W. Granada Boulevard, Suite G3, located in Ormond
Beach, Florids—phene- {964+ 6F7 77504

Investigator MAYNARD faxed RUBEN RIVERO’S flight certificate and training

a couple of minutes when they spotte

records—that—indicate-his pilot hi ey

g According to his history, he has 4600 hours flying fixed wing aircrafts and

s E82—hours—flving retoryaireraft  For complrete—detatis—ofhis records——=

£ the attached forms.

:

Elon Friday,—Mareh—10,—2006,—at apirroritmatery—3+66—prm——tir mvestigator

g interviewed DEBBIE LANGE W/F/37, DOB: 03/22/62, of 736 Palermo Avenue,
Coral Gables, Florida, phone: (305) 441-8742. Witness LANGE advised that o1
the date—of occurrence —she was flying—dn—eahelicopter with her FrasEant;
JOHN LANGE, which was being piloted by DR. JONATHON FOX. She advised that
she was seated in the front left seat and was wearing a headpiece so that
she—could monitor the conversatiens— She-advised thet—they were—inm—the—ati

RUBEN RIVERO operating the Channel 6

helicopter that was occupied by victims RIVERO and PIERCE.

She stated that the pilots were talking back and forth to each other and

Suspect Code Code # | Otfense Indicator Residence Type Cltizenship Drug Indication Alcohol Indication
141 3 Both 1 City 3 Florida 1Yes 8 Unknown 1 Yes 8 Unknown
S - Suspect A - Arrestes 242 1 2 County 4 Out of State 1 2 No 2 No 1
Drug Activity S Sell R Smuggle K. Dispense/ M. Manufacture/ 2 Other Drug Type B. Barbiturate H. Halluctnogen P Paraphernaha/ U. Unknown
N NA B Buy D. Deliver Distribute Produce/ N.N/A C. Cocaine M. Marijuana Equipment 2 Other
- P _Possess T Trathic E. Use Cultivate | A._Amphetamine E. Heroine O. Opium/Drv. S. Synthetic l
O] 0 1. Parent Neme of Parent or Custodian (Last, First, Middle) Residence Phone
W1 02 Legal Custodian
&S 3o ( )
2l Address (Street, Apt. Number, (City) (State) (Zip) Business Phone
bt ( )
Z | Notitied By: (Name) ODste Time Juvenile lon
> 1. Handied/Progessed Wihin 2. Turned Over to HRS/CYF
2 Dept. and R 3. Incarcerated (County Jail)
Released to: (Name) Relationship Dete Time
Person/Unit Notified Time Relsted Report Number(s)
| DEREEYIVE J. LEWIs/ T 372 o
HE Officer Reviewing (if Applicable) 10. Number Routed To Referred To Aselgned To By Date
£
- Arrest
§ Case Status f_lom'l’m 3. Unfounded iﬁduu Date Cleared Joll Number Number
2. E 4. Open Pend I 1 | [ ] 1
Exception Type 2. Arrest on Primary of Offender 6. Prosecution Declined OBTS Number Page
1. Extradition Secondary Offense 4. VAW Relused 1o 8. Juvenile / No Custody
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o Date Reported ense Descriptio Victim #1 Name Original NCIC/UCR Code

g 30 0 T RCCTIDENTAL  DEATH RIVERO, Ruben
Originsl OFF/INC Location Primery Otftense Changed To é-thpud New Stsiute Viciation Number New NCIC/UCR Code
-Committed
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not Xnow or could not hear exactly what they were discussing.

She aduised that victim RIVERD then flew alongside their helicopter, coming
from behind them, and that she saw nothing but glass in that helicopter.
The fTurther stated that she did hear victim RIVERC ask DR. FOX {f{ he had
seen the birde, =t which +img _sha statad cha did not reoy +lhs rnp:} Al
that she did not see any blrds herself. She then stated that they had a
conversation about which news story they were covering and DR. FOX asked
RUBEN RIVERO who the cameraman-was in his helicopter. T+ was a3t that time
that DR. FOX asked RCBERT PIERCE to lean forward so that he could wave at
witness LANGE.

Witness LANGE further stated that they were going to £1y to JOHN FOX'S
SiSter’'s residence, bDutl never made 1t. sche advised that she did observe the
Channel 6 helicopter flying in a straight forward motion geing fast, and

she saw a
"Oh, God.

stated that she cliosed her eyes and when she opened her eves,
plece of the helicopter and heard her husband or DR. FCX say,

She then stated that they circled above a filery bhall that
and then subsequently landed at approximately 3:36 p.m.,
made a two minute cell nvhone ¢all to-her let
were okay.

was on the ground
at which time she

thatthey

children—to them know

she Adid not

She aduvisad that rgmem,;g%h%é“@-@—bb%%—ba—tr%me;g——wa—eeh%h-l—s———
coming from RUBEN RIVERC or anyone else. She further stated that they had

no cameras on board her hellcopter and they were not videotaping anything.
Witnese LANGE could not

NARRATIVE/CONTINUATION

other information

== 3T

nroavide any
¥ Ge—any

n Thursday, March 23, 2000, this Investigator responded to NTSB Senior

- ‘ t g SMI"‘H’S E‘. - 4 : 1i.l{ ; . = £ 4 {]

he may have learned during the course of his

investigation.

It was during

that time that Investigator SMITH advised this

followingas

investigator of the

Wi trgs

Suspect Code Code # | Ottense indicator Residence Type Cltizenship Drug Indication Alcohot indicetion
1#1 3 Both 1 City 3 Florida 1Yes 8 Unknown 1 Yes 8 Unknown
S - Suspect A - Arrestee 202 2 County 4 Out of State | 2 No 2No I
Orug Activity S Sell R Smuggle K Dispense/ M_Manufacture/ 7. Other Drug Type B. Barbiturate H. Hallucinogen P Paraphernalia/ U. Unknown
N NA B Buy D. Deliver Distribute Produce/ N. N/A C. Cocaine M. Marijuana Equipment Z Other
- P_Pgssess T. Tratfic € Use - Cl.mivale | A Amphetamine E. Heroine O. Opium/Drv S. Synthetic l
0] D 1. Parent Neme of Parent or Custodian (Last, First, Middie) Residence Phone
s|G2 Legal Custodian
SlCaoOther ( }
7| Addreas (Street, Apt. Number; (City) (State) (Zip) Business Phone
b ( )
Z | Notified By: (Name) Date Time Juveniie
E3 1. Handled/ ranoued Within 2. Turned Over 1o HRS/CYF
3 Dept. and Releasad 3. Incarcerated (County Jail)
Released to: (Name) Relationship Date Time
Person/Unit Notified Time Aeiated Report Number(s)
w 10. Ni 8)// Unit Date
; BEYECHIVE J. LEWIS/bb 2067 -H ™ 3125
: Officer Reviewing (if Applicable) 10. Number Routed To Referred To Aseigned To By Dete
z
Q| Cose Ststue 100&-0\“ Type o Unfounded Q:Mull Datte Cleared Jall Number Number Asrrested
2. € 4. Open Pend. 1 A ] I
Exception Type 2Am¢onPﬂmlfy 3. Death of Offender §. Prosecution Declined OBTS Number P, rg
1. Extradition Soemd«youom 4. VIW Relused 1o . Juvenile / No Il
Declined Without Prosecution Cooperste of

32.02.08-2
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ACCIDENTAL DEATH

RIVERO, Ruben
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iying at 800 feet,

at a 0.83 heading

Original OFF/INC Location Primery Offense Changed To A-Atismpted New Statute Vioiatien Numoer New NCIC/UCR Code
1 S T TR S K W T A )
. . . . L . -
1 )—According— 7 : * 7
was flying at approximately 300 feet, traveling at 103 knots, fiying ir
class B alr =pace.

2) At 3:22:16, 'he Sky 6 helicopter was flying at a level of 200 feet,
traveling at 104 knots, and according to Investigator SMITH, he was
flying over his mother/s—residence

5] At 3:26:07, *he Sky 6 helliccpter was back up to 3CC feet, and traveiling
W EAS—te 500 feet—after e had-changed s wiad about—tarddngs

4) At 3:27 p.v., the Sky 6 hellicopter was Flying ai £30 feet, glongside of
™0 TR NRT F o AL T A i 3t : 1 . 2 hl £ 1 : -~ b ~ ~ = i
Py O e g SR = 7 WITLRORTT ST T o Ty TG A U LT

53 At 3:27:25, the Sky € helicopter was at 800 feet, heading in a 0.90
. ) 4 . v . X ; .

/
filving at 75 knots.

i

: o2 ==t :
and flying at 90 knots, while DR. FOX’3 helicopter was at 800 feet, at
a 0.86 heading, flying at 76 knots.

7) At 3:28:11, the Sky 6 helicopter was flying at 800 feet, at a 0D.98
heading, at 86 knots, while DR. FOX'S helicopter was at 800 feet, at a
C89Theading— iy rg—at—73knots

8) At 3:28:16, the Sky 6 helicopuer was flying at 1000 feet, at a 1.02
hu&dln\.", f’f‘j*rrg 7 }‘Ll\./uQ, wiritePBR—TFOX -5 He LLU’PL*“... WaS St atc S0
feet, at a 1.02 heading, flying at 90 knots. At that time, DR. FOX’'S
helicopter was flying in a westward direction and the Sky 6 helicopter
wWas—HRo—ronger—on—the—radar-

Additionally,

according to Investigator SMITH,

—H%}4#ﬁa%r4%%wﬁ%ﬁﬁ%%imHuﬁeé—%ﬂa%—%hey—Haﬁ—ﬁﬁ—emefgeﬁcy——anu—was-f%yrng—at—*—

at 3:

t

29:16, DR. FOX contacted

400 feet, in a 3.21 heading, at 81 knots
Suspect Code Code # | Otfense Indicator Residence Type Citizenship Drug Indication Alcohol Indication
1#1 3 Both 1 City 3 Florida 1Yes 8 Unknown 1Yes 8 Unknown
S - Suspect A - Arrestes | 202 2 County 4 Out of State i 2No 2 No 1
Drug Activity S Sell R Smuggle K. Dispense/ M. Manufacture/ 2z Other Drug Type B. Barbiturate H. Hallucinogen P Paraphernatia/ U. Unknown
N N‘A 8 Buy D. Deliver Distribute Produce/ N.N/A C. Cocaine M. Marijuana Equipment Z. Other
- P_Possess T Tratfic E Use Cultivate | A. Amphetamine E. Heroine ©. Opium/Drv S. Synthetic l
O] O 1. Parent Name of Parent or Custodian (Last, First, Middie) Residence Phone
W] (32 Legal Custodian
&|ca o ( )
2] Address Street. Apt Number; (City) (State) (@) Business Phone
] ( )
Z{ Notitied By: Date Time Juvenile lon
S By: (Name) 1. Handled/Processed Within Turned Over to HRS/CYF
2 Dept. and Rel 3 Incarcerated (County Jail)
Released to: (Name) Relationship Date Time
Person/Unit Notitied Time Related Report Number(s)
w 10. Number(s)/Locstor Code Unit Date
S DEYEEMIVE 7. LEWIS/bb 2067-H 3125
Hg Officer Reviewing (If Applicable) 10. Number Routed To Referred To Assigned To By Date
F
- Number Arrested
§ Case Status ?‘mrmlufﬂoundod ‘?.Adu'l Date Cleared Jolit Number
2 4. Open Pend. .| 1 ! 1 'l
Exception Type 2. Arvest on Primary 3. Death of 5. Prosscution Declined OBTS Number Page Py
1. Extradition Offense Secondary Offense 4. VIW Refused 0 6. Juvenile / No l
Declined Without Prosecution _I 12 of ll
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Md Supplement Agency Report Number
“3*8 0 0. MIAMI - DADE POLICE DEPARTMENT |"T°%™1"™8 3 8,x, , , |, ,
riginal Primery Otfense D Victim #1 Name Originet NCIC/UCR C¢
z 8383 0 o R TBENTAL DEATH RIVERQO, Ruben
Original OFF/INC Location Primary Oftense Changed To é:Numpud New Statute Violation Number ’ New NCIC/UCR Code
1 S S W DN T N G L8 S B e X
Investigator SMITH has *he_d@cumenLa%+9a—pe;La+Q—ag—%e—4¥wuéqx&¥mﬁﬁﬁﬁfﬂ%%¥——
information and s still in the process of conguc-lng his investigation. He
adid advise that at this time he did not belleve that there was any
mecharical failure that weuld have coptrihuted t: e oot dert o
waiting on the examination of the engine before he could determine the
status of the engine.
The main scene ils the island planter flowerkad {located at the nerth
entrance to the Cak Ridge complex, which is locazed at S.W. 93 Avenue and
approximately S.W. 121 Street The i{sland planter is approximately 70 feet
indiameter. The sircraft wreskeoa and dalbple fo ceontroprod o131 geogsaeel +l.
circular driveway entrance. The two bodies and the largest section of the
McDonald Douglas €00 Hughes Notar Helicopter wreckage :s located on the
northeast—side—of the island planter——— The bedies and parts-—of—the
helicopter are charred, and other parts of the helicopter are incinerated.
The tail section s located at 9305 S.W. 122 Lane, approximately 208 feet
west - of the main wreckage For—complete—deteils—seseTeechnietarn—TOLES0LS
crime scene report.
£
SHBODIES:
< :
£
3
§ The body of victim #1, RUBEN RIVERO, is located on the west side of the
; wreckage,—in—s—west/least aris—with his heedfacirg west— His1mame—is
§| embroidered on his red flight suit, add he is wearing an NBC Channel &
helmet, white in color. The victim’s body sustained multiple areas of blunt
force—trauma—that—would be—econsistent wit% e tieopter—crashs
On March 4, 2000, an autopsy was performed upon victim RIVERO'S body by
4HHEﬁﬁa%e—M+am+—Ba%&4&ﬁﬁﬁﬁhﬂeé+e&L4%ﬁmﬁﬁef—BR—4H&iﬁl——ﬁﬁe——#ﬁffﬂe——————
conclusion ¢of the autopsy, DR. RAO ruled that the cause of victim RIVERC'S
death was a helicopter crash, and that the manner of his death was
gectderntal- Fer—eadditteomsr—information—refer—totireTredicat——esaminer=s
protocol report prepared under their case number of 00-0601.
Suspect Code Code # | Offense Indicator Residence Type Citizenship Drug Indication Alcohol Indication
1#1 3 B8oth 1 City 3 Fiorida 1Yes 8 Unknown 1 Yes 8 Unknown
§ - Suspect A - Arrestes § 202 2 County 4 Outof State | 2No 2 No i
Drug Activity 5 Selt R Smuggle K. Dispense/ M. Manufacture/ Z_ Other Drug Type B. Barbiturate H. Hallucinogen P Paraphernatia/ U. Unknown
N N’A 8 Buy D. Deliver Distribute Produce/ N. N/A C. Cocaine M. Marijuana Equipment Z. Other
P_Possess T Trattic E. Use Cultivate | A _Amphetamine E. Heroine O. Opium/Drv S. Synthetic l
s 0 1. Parent Neme of Parent or Custodisn (Last, First, Middie) Residence Phone
W02 Legal Custodian
&lCa o ( )
[ Address (street, Apt. Number; (City) (State) @p) Business Phone
] ( )
Z | Notitied By: (Name) Date Time Juvenile
2 1. H-ndlodl rogoued Within 2. Turned Over to HRS/CYF
H Dept. a: 3. Incarcerated (County Jail) l
Relessed to: (Name) Relationship Date Time
Person/Unit Notitled Time Rolated Report Number(s)
w o] 10. Number(s)/Locator Code Unit Date
E| DEREETIVE 7. LEWIS/bb 2067-H 3125
l§ Officer Reviewing (Hf Applicable) 10. Number Routed To Reterred To Assigned To By Dete
£
é Case Statue ennneofm 3. Unfounded :_-Adun Date Cloared Joll Number Number Arreet
2. 4. Open Pend. I 1 1 1 1 [
Exception T 2. Arrest on Primary . Death of Offender 6. Prosscution Declined OBYS Number P
. Exaradtion” Mmm & UM hetvaeds 6. Juvenile / No Custody ﬁl L
Declined Without Prosecution Cooperste of
32,02.08-2
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RET1198 netews ‘ Q in Report l 2. Supplement
Dete of Supplement Agency Repost Number
0,50 10 0, MIAMI - DADE POLICE DEPARTMENT |y 2 1 g 3 8,%, ., ,
Original Date Reported Originet Primary Oftense Description Victim 61 Neme °"'“‘" NCIC/UCR ¢
81030300 ACC DENTAL DEATH RIVERO, Ruben
Original OFF/ING Location Primary Offense Changed To [A-Atempted Now Statute Viclanen Numoer New NCIC/UCR Cod
C-Committed
1 S S O U N O VN OO TN A I 1.
Additiona 1%—‘1’, —Mareh 5 2000 NI 5EF—Inves tT\_.]cl tor—C—SMITHfaxed—= TPy L
the FAA toxicology results According to the report, RUBEN RIVERO hed O L4
(ug/ml. ug/g) amounts of Bepzoylecgonlne (cocaine) in nis brain and O.
et us e —aweant s —ef Beuke“lucs,u*n, treocaitte —r—ris—iver———Four
detaiis, refer Lo the toxlicooogy report prepared by DR. DENNIS V. CANFIELD,
Manager of the Toxicology and Accldent Research Laboratory
The body of viciim #2, ROBERT PIERCE, is located on eas:t s.cde of the
wreckage, a: in a west/east axis, witl Nis head facing west Eis bedy i=
charred Hey:nd—reﬁmg:itifﬁ.
On March 4%, Z000, an autopsy was performed upon victim PIERCE’'S body by
Acsociete Mlawl-Dade County Medieel Frapiier DR VAL:RIZ—%AU. At tive
conclusion of that autopsy, DR. RAO ruled that the cause of victim P-EPCE’S
death was a helicopter crash, and the wanner of his death was deemed to be
accidental— For—additionatr drnfermatier;—refer—othe rnmedicatexamtrrer—s
protocol report, prepared under their case number of 00-0602.
Additional 1‘11 e ETECTIVE— - M—HERNANDEZ o f—the Homtetde—PBuorean RS cbg@udcu O
the medical examiner's office and was present during the autopsy. For

gl complete details, refer to DETECTIVE HERNANDEZ’ supplemental report.

3

=

§ PERSONAL DATA - VICTIM #1 . RUBEN RIVERQ:

g

g i PAST EISTORY Vietim RIVERS—was <charged—with—the—federat—charges—o*

3 Conspiracy to Import and FPossess Marijuana and Import and Possess and
Attempt to Distribute over 100 kilos of mariijuana on March LL, 1928
Or—May—6,—1988—the—vietimwas—eonvicted—and—sent—toprisomrfor =5
months and fined $200. The victim had no local past.

2} nEXT OF—RIN Sh—Meren 3 :‘O{‘{, &t TxJLBTUALmULc—L) 6+ O0 =20 L e
victim’s sister, IRMA PRICE, was notified of her brother’s death.
—mr e .
FSROSTTION 4 5 rom—the—body snd—from thes
wreckage was released to IRMA PRTCE on April 8, 200C, at 4:37 n.m.
Suspect Code Code # | Oftense indicator Residence Type Citizenship Orug indication Alcohol indication
1#1 3 Both 1 City 3 Florida 1Yes B8 Unknown 1 Yes 8 Unknown
S - Suspect A - Arrestes 1 242 2 County 4 Out of State l 2 No 2No i
Drug Activity oS Seli R Smuggle K. Dispense/ M. Manufacture/ 2 Other Drug Type B Barbiturate H. Hallucinogen P Paraphernalia/ U. Unknown
N N'A 8 Buy D. Deliver Distribute Produce/ N N/A C. Cocaine M. Marijuana Equipment Z. Othet

JP_Possess T Traffic E tse Cultivate i A _Amphetamine _E Heroine ©. Opium/Drv. S. Synthetic l

O] O 1. Parent Name of Parent or Custodian (Last, First, Middle) Residence Phone

a‘ 0 2. Legat Custodian

&lca o ( )

2| Address (Street, Apt. Number; (City) (State) (Zip) Business Phone

s ( )

Z| Notified By: (Name) Date Time Juvenile

> 1. thdlodl vocoued Within 2. Turned Over to HAS/CYF

2 Dept. and 3. Incarcerated (County Jail) l

Released to: (Name) Relationship Dete Time
Person/Unit Notified Time Reolsted Report Number(s)

w 10. Number{s)/Locator Code Unit Dete

¢ DEREETIVE J. LEWIS/bb 2067 -H 3125

E Officer Reviewing (it Applicable) 1D. Number Routed To Reforred To Aseigned To By Dete

£

§ Cose Statue f"’"‘“""a‘umouuo.q i-mn Date Cleared Jol Number Number Arreste(

2. 4. Open Pend. I 1 [l 1 1 1
Exception Type 2. Arrest on Primary 3. Death of Offender [3 OBTS Number [ :
. . 1 No
1. Extradition Ottenes Secondary Oiense 4. VW Pefused 10 & Juvenile / No Custody [ I‘z]rl of II




Juvenite 1. Original -
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NARRATIVE CONTINUATION
RPT1198 St Q Q

ot t Amympoﬂ lumi
TE"C 1 0 0, MlAMI - DADE POLICE DEPARTMENT |"T"271™8 3, 8,%x, , , ., .,
Date Reported Description victim #1 Name Original NCIC/UCR Cod
§ 8 30300 K ENTAL DEATH RIVERO, Ruben
Ortginal OFF/INC Location Primery Ofiense Changed To A-Attempted New Stetute Vioiation Numoer New NCIC/UCR Code
jC-Committed
1 D S O D T WO S A O A S 1
Additionally MS. PRICE recejved t} i i’ ha + V=
from the medical examiner's office., For conplete details, refer to the
M.D.F.D. property receipt filed under this case number.
1) PAST HTISTORY - VYictim PIERTE had no record of ary kind of Ristory
withiin Miaml-Dade County.
A’;) NEXT OF MIN - 0On March Q' ’/‘n’\(\)n’ DONN A MDH(’\T\“\":’ tre victim’s Si::E‘r, e S
netified Of Wis death
Q) PEOPFTDTY TNTSPNAST ’T‘*'(‘)\" e T Iy oy "\11 bl B T 8 B W 1o a s el ¥y Taiis f'\C;’
e O e eSS R e N T e T e
was returned to DONNA MAHONE on April 12, 200C, by this investigator.
Tor compliete detalls, see the M.D.P.D. property recelpt that was filed
under tthis case p._nﬂJHY-
CASE DISPOSTITION: EXCEPTIONALLY CLEARED
:
2
z
:
w
>
E
]
©
<
z
Suspect Code Code Oﬁonua Igdlcanov Residence Tpro Citizenship Drug Indication Alcohol Indication
10 oth 1Cit 3 Florida 1Yes 8Unk 1Yes 8Unk
S - Suspect A - Arrestee 1 242 i 2 C:aznty < Out of State l 2 N:s nknown l 3 Nos nknown |
Drug Activity S Sell H Smuggle K. Dispense/ M. Manutacture/ 2 Other Drug Type B Barbiturate H. Hallucinogen P Paraphernalia/ U. Unknown
N N‘A 8 Buy D. Deliver Distribute Produce/ N.N/A C. Cocaine M. Marijuana Squipment Z. Other
- P _Possess T Traffic E. Use Cultivate i A Amphetamine €. Heroine O. Opium/Drv. S. Synthetic |
Q0 D 1. Parent Name of Parent or Custodian (Last, First, Middle) Residence Phone
E o2 Logg Custodian
@ e ( )
2 Aum. (Street, Apt. Number} (City) (State) (Zip) Business Phone
: ( )]
Z | Notitied By: (Name) Date Time Juveniie m?un
> 1. Handied/ reaoued Within 2. Turned Over to HRS/CYF
2 Dept. and Relessed 3. Incarcerated (County Jaif)
Released to: (Name) Relstionship Oate Time
Person/Unit Notitied Time Roisted Report Number(s)
w 10, Date
¢ PEYPCTIVE J. LEWIS/bb vl e C e 3125
rg Officer Reviewing (if Applicabie) 10. Number Routed To Referred To Assigned To oy Dete
£
§ Cose Stetus ﬁoumtm 3. Unfounded :—Mun Date Cleared Joll Number Number Arrested
2. 4. Open Pend. [l 1 1 1 1
Excaption Typs 2Amdonl‘dmlry . Death of Offender 8. Prosecution Declined OSTS Number '!95 I‘I
1. Extradition Offense Secondary Offense . VW Refused . Juvenile / No Custody I .
Declined Without Prosscution Cooperate b ¢ | of
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¢ . NARRATIVE CONTINUATION .

RPTTA  eieed il in Report l 2. Supplement [_2
A R Number
0.1 .0 0 MIAMI - DADE POLICE DEPARTMENT | " 7™5™) 0 3,8 . o+ o+ 1
tiol Victim #1 Name . Original NCIC/UCR Code
**YdT0U3 0 0 | ARCCTSERTATDEATH RUBIN, Rivero o080
Original OFF/INC Location Brimary Offense Changed To A-Atompted, New Statute Viclaten Number ‘New NCIC/UCR Code
1 [0 N W N U S K S Y T B

INVESTIGATION INTO THE ACCIDENTAL DEATHS OF RUBEN RIVERO, W/L/M 41, D.O.B.
, PIERCE W/M D.O.B. 08/65, WHICH OCCURRED ON

A DDDRDA

L L > L

STREET AND S.W. 93m’AVENUE AS THE RFGULT OF A HELICOPTER ACCIDENT.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

Nn riAdsyr Mar~h 2 20N
o Gyttt oo

ot :Y\hrny1mpf—g1‘r A-NN D M +hai
S S e RS a: Ty T oo T

0oL,
was contacted by M.D.P.D. Homicide DETECTIVE R. HOADLEY reqardlnq the
crash of a helicopter which had occurred in the area of S.W. 93" Avenue
and 22 Street. Accordlng to DETECTIVE HOADLEY the hellcopter was an

reports were that one occupant of the helicopter was dead on the scene and

a second person that supposedly jumped from the helicopter was missing.
(This iInformation was later determined to be inaccurate. Both occupants
of—+the hcliCuptCL were—dead o —the .‘:)L,cu'c:‘]. BETECTIVE HOADLEY advised that
DETECTIVE J. LEWIS was the lead investigator and en route to the scene

8| He requested this investigator respond to the scene so as to assist in the
< v ¥ T
[ lnvestigation.
z
S
gl At 4:40 P.M., this investigator arrived on the scene, at which time
§ contact was made with COMMANDER L. O'BRIEN of the M.D.P.D. Media Relations
z
Section. COMMANDER O'BRIEN provided two names which had been tentatively
identified—as—thevictims/occupanrts—of —the heticopter— Those nmames were
as follows:
#1) RUBIN RIVERO, the pilot
F/Ealt haValsl DT Oy T I
#L) RUD PILRULE, LI Caler aiindlIl
No additional information was obtained from COMMANDER O'BRIEN at that
time.
Suspect Code Code # | Offense Indicator Residence Type Citizenship Drug Indication Alcohot Indication
1#1 3 Both 1 City 3 Florida 1Yes 8 Unknown 1 Yes 8 Unknown
S - Suspect A - Arrestee 282 1 2 County 4 Out of State | 2 No | 2 No 1
Drug Activity S Sell R Smuggle K. Dispense/ M. Manutacture/  Z Other Drug Type B. Barbiturate H. Hallucinogen P Paraphernalia/ U. Unknown
N N‘A 8 Buy D. Deliver Distribute Produce/ N. N/A C. Cocaine M. Marijuana Equipment Z. Other
P _Possess T Trathic E Use Cultivate ] A._Amphetamine E. Heroine O. Opium/Drv. S. Synthetic l
s O 1. Parent Name of Parent or Custodian (Last, Firat, Middie) Residence Phone
H 0 2. Legal Custodian
slc3o ( )
3 Address (Street, Apt. Number) (City) {State) (Zip) Business Phone
b ( )
Z[Notttied By: (Nome) Date Time Juvenlie lon
> 1. Handled/Frogessed Wihin 2. Turned Over to HRS/CYF
D Dept. and Released 3. incarcerated (County Jail)
Relessed to: (Name) Relationship Date Time
Person/Unit Notitied Time Relsted Report Number(s)
g Officer(s) Reporting j 1D. Number(s)/Locaior Code Unit Date
DETECTIVE G. SMITH/1L M. 1564-H 3142
E mmmm(NWM) Routed To “WNeterred To Assigned To By Oste
§ Sy M. ls'v) Lo 3 3/36/ipa
Cooe Statue MWQUMounmd A_-Muu Date Cleared Jalit Number Number Arrested
e 3 Eacep 4 Open Pend. | Tt "™ 1 2.,% 0 0,0 |.
Exception . Primary Offender . Prosecution Declined 0BTS Number P
!.Emmi:nm 2mm8m\duyonm i?‘m@"‘aﬁmn :.Juvombluocwwv : 'ml i.
Declined Without Prosecution Cooperate 1 |o]}d




NARRATIVE CONTINUATION
RPT7A 3%k ® e [
"% 0.1.0 0 | MIAMI- DADE POLICE DEPARTMENT |*™"7"™ o0 2 0 . . . .
g™ 3 0 0 | CREETSER AR “bEATH " RUBIN, Rivero Srrma eI
Original OFF/INC Location Primery Offenss Changed To A-Alocpied New Statute Viclatien Numoer New NCIC/UCR Code
1 b ey

NARRATIVE/CONTINUATION

At 4:50 P.M., this investigator met with the lead investigator, DETECTIVE
. T I PR i ng up to an

during the crash of the helicopter were very sketchy. DETECTIVE LEWIS
requested DETECTIVE R. HOADLEY, DETECTIVE B. NICHOLS and this investigator

to identify witnesses and conduct interviews.

At 4:55 p.M_, thig investigator interviewed MR. ISMAEL SAUCEDA, W/M

1y

d.o.b. 06/25/63, who provided an address of 10410 N.W. 2™ Avenue, Miami

Shores, Florida, 33150. MR. SAUCEDA provided a home telephone number of

- 7 - . .

SAUCEDA presented a Florida driver's license number S23040063225 3¢

(=g

identification. He advised that he is a self-employed carpenter and was

working in the area at the time of the incident.

Terrace on Friday, March 3, 2000. He was outside the residence and

noticed two helicopters flying in close proximity to each other, one

vyellow in color and one blue in color. He described the hellcopters as

one of the choppers and observed the helicopter that subsequently crashed

going straight up at a 90 degree angle. He advised that the chopper

appeared to go from a 90 degree angle to almost upSLde down. He described

also observed pieces mi i i

helicopter as then nosing downward and turning at the same time. He could

not recall as to the turn being to the left or to the right. He advised

that—the helicopter—continued nose—first—intothe ground, at whichtime it
exploded upon impact.

Suspect Code Code # | Ottense Indicator Residence Type Cltizenship Drug Indication Alcohol Indication
141 3 B8oth 1 City 3 Florida 1Yes 8 Unknown 1 Yes 8 Unknown
S - Suspect A - Arrestee ¢ 242 i 2 County 4 Out of State 1 2 No | 2 No I
Drug Activity 5 Sell R Smuggle K. Dispense/ M. Manutacture/  Z Other Drug Type B Barbiturate H. Halluctnogen P Paraphernalia/ U. Unknown
N N/A B Buy D. Deliver Oistribute Produces N.ON/A C. Cocaine M. Marijuana Equipment Z Other
- P_Possess T Tratfic E. Use Cultivate | A. Amphetamine E. Heroine O. Opium/Drv. S. Synthetic l
Q| G 1. Parent Name of Parent or Custodian (Last, First, Middie) Residence Phone
:‘ O 2. Legai Custodian
S|C3othe ( )
2| Address (Street, Apt Number; (City) (State) (Zip) Business Phone
e i )
Z | Notitied By: (Name) Date Time Juvenlle ion
> 1. Handled/Progessed Within 2. Turned Over to HRS/CYF
2 Dept. and F 3. Incarcerated (County Jail)
Released to: (Name) Relationship Date Time
Person/Unit Notitied Time Related Report Number(s)
w] Officer(s) Reporting /y 10. Number(s)/Locator Code Unit Date
§|_DETECTIVE G. SMITH/11  AJ-ffl- /4355(9"& 1564-H 3142
£ [ omoer Reviewing 1t Applicable) " Routed To Aseigned To By i Dete
i
2 Case Statue ?uvm Type 3. Unfounded ::.'Adun Date Cleared Jall Number Number Arreste
2. E . 4. Open Pend. ] 1 1 A [ I
Exception T 2. Asrest on Primary 3. Death of Ottendec 6. Prosecution Dectined OBTS Number Page P
tExtmm Otfense Secondary Offense 4. VW Refused o 8. Juvenile / No Custody
Declined Without Prosecution Cooperate ? of
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RPTTA __ hoews ® fé. o || o |
Date of Suppiement Agency Report Number
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NARRATIVE/CONTINUATION

He ran north to the crash site and observed a truck approaching from south
to north near the gate leading to the cul-de-sac of the crash site. The

i 8} no escribe & occupants. @ proceede
paqr the truck to the crash site in an Affmmpf‘ to assist any SUrvivors,

He advised that the helicopter was totally enqulfed in flames and he could
not get close.

male with a v1deo camera who apparently llved in the nelqhborhood He

described the white male as wearing a green shirt and shorts. (This
1indilvlidual was subsequently inteérviewed by DETECTIVE HOADLEY, who also

obtained 3 convy of tha video Fanae
P&t PY o= —tit yraoo—Ccaptcs7

MR. SAUCEDA advised that upon impact, he immediately called 911 on his
cell pnone. He advised tnat the call did not connect for unknown reasons.

a call to 911 at exactly 3:30 P.M. No additional information was obtained

from MR. SAUCEDA at that time.

: M- : . ;
d.o.b. 10/26/41, who provided an address of 12525 S.W. 263" Terrace,

Homestead, Florida, 33032. MR. JONES provided a home telephone number of
{(305)258-4179 and a business telephone number of (305)445-3560. He

fred that] N P W - ‘

MR. JONES advised that at approximately 3:30 P.M. on Friday, March 3

He advised that he was i i

that both windows were closed and the air-conditioner on. He advised that
at some point he observed a helicopter just east of his location in the

Suspect Code Cods # | Offense Indicator Residence Type Citizenship Drug Indication Alcohol indication
141 38oth 1 City 3 Florida 1Yes 8 Unknown 1 Yes 8 Unknown
S - Suspect A - Arrestee 242 | 2 County 4 Out of State | 2 No | 2 No {
Drug Activity 5 Sell A Smuggle K Dispense/ M. Manufacture/ Z. Other Drug Type B Barbiturate H. Hallucinogen P Paraphernaia’ U Unknown
N N/A B Buy D. Detiver Distribute Produce/ N.N/A C. Cocaine M. Marijuana Equipment Z Other
- P Possess T Trattic E. Use Cultivate | A_Amphetamine E. Heroine O. Opium/Drv. S. Synthetic l
Q[ O 1. Parent Neme of Parent or Custodlan (Last, First, Middle) Residence Phone
I (J 2. Legal Custodian
wlC3a ( )
2| Address (street. Apt. Number; (City) (State) (Zip) Business Phone
-
o ( )
Z [ Notifted By: (Name) Dste Time Juvenlie
> 1. Hlndlodl rocoued Within 2. Turned Over to HRS/CYF
2 Dept. and 3. Incarcerated (County Jail)
Released to: (Name) Relationship Date Time
Person/Unit Notitied Time Related Report Number(s)
w | Officer(s) Reporting 10. Number(s)/Locaior Code Unit Date
£| DETECTIVE G. SMITH/ll M - 1564-H 3142
Ig Officer Reviewing (If Applicable) Reterred To Aseigned To By Date
Case Statue Clearsnce Number Number Arrestec
§ e "™P* 3. Unfounded Hhovacue dot
. 2 4. Open Pend. I 1 1 2 1 1
Exoeption T 2. Arrest on Primary 3. Death of Offender 5. Prosscution Declined OBTS Number Page Py
I.Extnaﬁonm Ottense Secondary Offense 4. VAW Refused 1o 6. Juvenile / No Custody 1 1‘
Declined Without Prosecution Cooperate of
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NARRATIVE/CONTINUATION

vehicle, and that it seemed to be hovering with its nose pointed in a
southwesterly direction. He advised that as the helicopter hovered, he
observed the rudders suddenty fty off.  He described the helicopter as
moving back and forth, then proceeding nose-down towards the ground
Because of trees and structures in the area, he lost sight of the
helicopter as it headed towards the ground.

MR. JONES went on to relate that he observed a second helicopter which
appeared to be farther east and a little higher in altitude than the first
helicopter. He advised that the first helicopter must have crashed, thus
he—and hisgirifriend proceededto the crash site. He advised that upon
arrival, the craft was totally engulfed in flames He advised that he and
his girlfriend tried to assist any survivors, however, because of the
fire, they could not get close enough. No additional information was

) - - J o AATY TITAOAITIO S S N | 4 -
vbtarireud T TUINNM TR, JUNES du UIIat CTIne.

At 5:30 P.M., this investigator interviewed MS. COLEEN LOVIN, W/F, d.o.b.
12/26/50 who prov1ded an address of 5350 S.W. 111th Avenue, Mlaml,

she 1is employed with the United States Postal Serv1ce at the Mlaml
International Airport Branch located at N.W. 72™ Avenue at approximately
22" —Streets

MS. LOVIN advised that she was traveling northbound on S.W. 97" Avenue in
her vehicle with her boyfriend, JERALD JONES, with the windows up and the
alr-conaitioner on. She adv1sed tThat upon approacnlng S.W. iZUL‘btreet,

rudders just fell off." At this tlme, she observed a helicopter in the

air east of S.W. 97" Avenue and saw that pieces were falling from the

aircratrt. Tne helicopter was out of control and headed towards the ground

Suspect Code Code # | Offense Indicator Residence Type Citizenship Drug Indication Alcohol Indication
1#1 3 Both 1 City 3 Fiorida 1t Yes 8 Unknown 1Yes 8 Unknown
S - Suspect A - Arrestes y 242 1 2 County 4 Out of State | 2 No 2 No 1
Drug Activity S Sell R Smuggle K. Dispense/ M. Manutacture/  Z Other Orug Type B. Barbiturate H. Haltucinogen P Paraphernaha/ 4. Unknown
N N‘A B Buy D. Deliver Distribute Produce/ N. N/A C. Cocaine M. Marijuana Equipment Z. Other
P _Possess T Trathc E Use Cultivate 1 A. Amphetamine E. Heroine O. Opium/Drv S.Synthetic l;

2 1. Parent Name of Parent or Custodian (Last, First, Middle) Residence Phone
Q2 Lag:l’ Custodian
C3.0ther ( )

-
O
w
¢
2| Address (street, Apt. Number; (City) (State) (Zip) Business Phone
:'l { }
Z | Motitted By: (Name) Dste Time Juvenlie DI lon
> 1. Handled/Progessed Within 2. Turned Over to HRS/CYF
2 . and Released 3. Incarcerated (County Jail}
Relessed to: (Name) Relstionship Dste Time
Person/Unit Notitied Time Related Report Humber(s)
w é”‘f"? lD Numbov(-)ll.mm Codo Unit Date
[E[DETECTIVE G. SMITH/LL_ [ . 3142
g Officer Reviewing (It Appiicable) “Routed To Amd'ro By Dete
£
§ Case Statue . ?ﬂufma_un'wn“d :_-Mun Joll Number Number Arrested
2. 4. Open Pend I 1 1 H 1 1
Exception Type 2. Arrest on Primary 3. Death of Offender 5. Prosecution Declined OBTS Number P M
1. Extradition Oftense 4. V/W Refused to 6. Juvenile / No Custody Z.I 13
Declined Without Prosecution of
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RPT7A St @ @ o, [ ] soms, [
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Original OF_F'HNC Location Primary Oftense Changed To S:Ac!gnmm New Statute Vioiation Number New NCIC/UCR Code
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in a spinning motion. At some point, she thought she saw a person leave

the out of control aircraft as if jumping to the ground. The helicopter

continved—towards—the ground—untit—she Tost——sight of It behind trees and
structures. Realizing that the aircraft probably crashed, she and her

boyfriend responded to the crash site so as to assist in any way possible.

She advised that upon arriving there, the helicopter was totally engulfed

close, No additiconal n

formatinn
Forma ol
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RAAY T

obtai
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nod from-MS

Im flames and the heat was too intense for her or her poyfriend to get
TOVIN
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time.
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At 5140 P.M.,

z

LO71

this investigator interviewed MS. LINDA ST. LAURENT, W/F,

1T Aad

A by NI/LI20 LA 6 N

= O3/ WIO

Boulevard, Apartment

Pat IO
A ary tJ.LUV

et

h PPN RO £
nome aaaresSsS—oOL [ i

#5, West Palm Beach, Florida,

MS.

h + 174117
TOLTot I L1

33415,

ST. TAURENT

provided a telephone number of (561)964-8673. She advised that she is
unemployed.
MS. ST. LAURENT advised that on Friday, March 3, 2000, in the affternoon,
8| she accompanied her daughter, TRACI KOSCHMEDER, and her grandson, WILLIAM
< v .
2| KOSCHMEDER, to the public park located at approximately S.W. 93" Avenue
§ o 100th S Ol - t ol Al 1 1 : . . FEE) ; - 1
] e TZ0 reets SIIE aesTrrIped tie park as PbeTng jJjust Lo tile west ol thne
g| Falls Shopping Center. She advised that while her young grandson played,
§ she heard helicopters in the area. She looked up and observed two
z
helicopters to the north of her location traveling from west to east. She
described—the helicopters as fiying fairly close together but ot at =
distance where they would have hit one ancther or impeded one another
She advised that she did not notice what color the helicopters were. She
described them as flying one in front of the other with a larger
heticopter—to—the front—Shedescribed—the targer heticopter 1w fromt—as
being the one that ultimately crashed. She said that as she watched the
helicopters, the larger one in front suddenly seemed to go back and forth,
still flying level. She said it appeared as if the helicopter may have
Suspect Code Code # | Otfense Indicator Residence Type Citizenship Drug Indication Alcohol Indication
1#1 3Both 1 City 3 Florida 1Yes 8Unknown 1Yes 8 Unknown
S - Suspect A - Arrestes ) 292 2 County 4 Outof State | 2 No 2No i
Drug Activity S Sefl R Smuggle K Dispense/ M. Manufacture/ 2z Other Drug Type B Barbiturate H. Hallucinogen P Paraphernalia/ U Unknown
N N'A 8 Buy D. Deliver Distribute Produce/ N. N/A C. Cocaine M. Marijuana Equipment Z. Other
P_Possess T Trathc E. Use Cultivate ] A _Amphetamine E. Heroine O. Opium/Dry. S Synthetic I
5 0 1. Parent Name of Parent or Custodlan (Last, First, Middle) Residence Phone
g ca Logg Custodian
Sicsote__________ ( )
[ Address (Street, Apt. Number; (City) (State) @p) Business Phone
= ( )
é Notified By: (Name) Oste Time Juvenlle lon )
> 1. Handled/Progessed Within 2. Turned Over to HRS/CYF
=] Dept. and F 3. Incarcerated (County Jail)
® Relessed to: (Name) Relstionehip Date Time
Person/Unit Notitled Yime Related Report Number(s)
u | Otficer(e) Reporting ‘Xﬁxxt&:__Jnmmmmuwaa« Unt Date
£l DETECTIVE G. SMITH/ll ,Aﬂﬂﬂ 1564-H 3142
éommmmwm“wum Assigned To By Dete
£
§ Cass Status m Type 3. Unfounded ‘?.-Mun Date Cleared Jak Number Number Arreste
4. Open Pend. l 1 ) 1 1 -
Exception Type 2. Arrest on Primary 3. Death of Offender 6. Prosecution OBTS Number Page
1. Extradition Qienae Secondary Offense 4 YW Relused ©0 6. Juvenile / No Custody j 5 Iﬂi;
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NARRATIVE/CONTINUATION

been doing some kind of stunt. As she watched, the nose veered upward and
the helicopter then seemed to circle onto its side. She then advised that
It appeared’to Tall tTo theé ground, talI;tlrSt bh"reailzed that the

drove to the crash 51te. She advised that upon arriving at the crash
site, she observed a lot of smoke and fire. She said that upon arriving,
she also noticed that a fire truck and a fire rescue truck were already on

that tlme.

At 5:55 P.M., this lnvestlgator interviewed MS. TRACI KOSCHMEDER, W/F,

J ) ’ vesa
Miami, Florida, 33186. MS KOSCHMEDER provided a home telephone number of
(305) 383-0787. She stated she is unemployed at this time.

and her mother, LINDA ST. LAURENT, were playing in the,oarktlocated at

S.W. 128 Street and 93" Avenue with her son, WILLIAM, when she observed
~two h‘llcopters travellng from west to east, north of her location. She

described this helicopter as being the one that ultimately crashed. She
advised that the second helicopter was smaller than the first and had

) . 3 i 1 . .
the smaller one. She described them as flying fairly close together but
not at a distance that would be considered to her as dangerous. She
advised that as she watched, the larger helicopter in front started to
——"wobble" and shaker—She—said thatthefront helicopter themr rose tnm—
altitude but remained level After rising a short distance, the aircraft
nosed upwards and proceeded at a 90 degree angle. The helicopter then
seemed to turn and then fall to the ground, tail-first. She could not
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recall the direction of the turn, but realized that the aircraft

apparently crashed. MS. KOSCHMEDER stated that she did not hear any

Sngine noise from her vantage point.

MS. KOSCHMEDER advised that after disappearing behind the trees, she heard

an explosion and saw heavy black smoke. She and her mother then drove to

the—<crasht site and observed the heIlcopter ftlly involved in Iflames. GShe

already on the scene. No addltlonal 1nformatlon was obtalned from MS.

KOSCHMEDER at that time.

the lead investigator, DETECTIVE J. LEWIS, as well as Investigator C.A.

NARRATIVE/CONTINUATION

SMITH of the National Transportation & Safety Board (N.T.S.B.). Through
the evenlng, this lnvestlgator aSSlSted DETECTIVE LEWIS in the recovery of

removed w1th the a331stance of DETECTIVE J HERNANDEZ. DETECTIVE M
MALOTT, DR. VALERIE RAO of the Medical Examiner's Office and this
investigator.

At a . 1v 10:30 P.M his i . { bv DETECTIVE

LEWIS and requested to interview a MR. JOHN FOX. According to DETECTIVE

LEWIS, MR. FOX had been identified as the pilot of the second helicopter

—frying—close—tothe Chamel—6 helicopters—He advised—that MR FOX would —
be at the cr i i i :

On Saturday, March 4, 2000, at approx1mately 9 00 A. M., thlS 1nvestlgator

a telephone number of (305)586-8294. He advised that this number was both
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a personal and work number. The interview was conducted at the crash

site.

MR. FOX advised that he has been a pilof for over twenty years He
advised he has a commercial rating and is qualified to fly fixed wing

aircraft as well as helicopters. He is a medical doctor and works part-

timefor Chanmel 6 a5 a heticopter pitots He advised that he works
6

apprnximatp1ytnnp day a week for Channel

MR. FOX advised that he owns a Robinson R-44 helicopter. He described the

craft as Delng a four—-seater, blue and white in coror. He stated that on

DEBORAH LANG

LANG and hlS w1fe, He descrlbed it as DEBORAH'S flrst

experience in a helicopter.

The flight was for recreational purposes.

MR FOX advised that while F1\11 ng the hQ]lt“ﬁh‘i’or‘ on_-this occasion he

Ty T

realized that a newsworthy event had occurred and that local television

station helicopters were airborne.

He advised that he spoke with the

pilot ol The Thannel b nelicopter, RUBIN RIVERO,

via radio and requested

Channel 6, for approximately ten years. At this time, he also advised

that he knew the cameraman, ROB PIERCE, for approximately two years.

nortiy atfter speaklng over the radio, MR. FOX adVLSed that he had a

and hlmself where they qreeted each other

between the pilot, RUBIN RIVERO

and discussed altitude and location.

He described their communications

otherwise as being casual in nature.

During his contact with the Channel 6 helicopter,

MR. FOX related_ that

there were no communications which would indicate that were was some fornm

ol a problem, mechanical or otherwise.

At this point in the interview,
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MR. FOX was asked to describe the chain of events he observed and heard

with regards to the crash of the Channel 6 nelicopter. MR. FOX advised

he was too dlstraught to relate the chain of events again. He indicated

that he was a close friend of RUBIN RIVERC and could not describe the

ln01dent agaln IS this lnvestlgator. He requested this investigator

No additional information was obtained from MR. FOX at that time.

After QPPaking to MR F‘O'x" this invmqtig;ﬂ'nr‘ made contact with N. T .S R

L0 4 S & ar

Investigator CORKY SMITH. It was explained to him that JONATHON FOX was

too distraught to relate the chain of events twice due to his emotional

. i S prov1 e 1S 1nves 1gator wl .

departed Tamlaml Alrport at 3: 15 P.M. w1th passengers JOHN LANG and his

wife DEBORAH. While in the air flying at 500 to 700 feet, the tower at

Tamiami Alrport notlrled him as to the Channel 6 hellcopter being in the

made radio contact with the ilot on f i :
P.M. He requested a visual from the Channel 6 pilot. At some point, the

Channel 6 pilot, utilizing radio number 611BC, advised MR. FOX that he had

him. MR. FOX advised that he observed the Channel 6 helicopter traveling

in a westbound direction. After making a visual on the helicopter, he
. . T
Ff his lef . lv 150 f g] 1 hi The C} 1 6 ]E]. E

then came up on his right side about 300 yards away. He described the

Channel ¢ aircraft as maintaining a straight and level flight.
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MR. FOX described having minor conversations with the pilot of the Channel

6 helicopter for a very brief period of time. He advised that at some

point, the piiot of thé Channel 6 helicopter said, "See you later, " at

a h me he ME @Y. on nued Nn-an aag Q dira ata A\ h

he observed the Channel 6 helicopter travel nose-down at approximately 15

degrees to the right. He then observed the aircraft nose-up 30 degrees in

a climb. He described the nose as suddenly pitching up to approximately

v U & d . aL Vot UdUW

7 a {3 AN = C oSt
degrees to the left. i "
backwards" with the nose pitching downward. He said at this time the tail

boom separated from the aircraft and went out of control. MR. FOX

P | S P SR W 1~ i -~ e 13 2 e LI | G 3 h] 3
aesSTrIoed LIIC IeTrTICuptel dag COLLIAITIg WITtIT e grould, TIMosSe—dowll, OIT a
right side attitude He advised that as the helicopter struck the ground,

it immediately exploded. He advised that the time was 3:30 P.M.

. i i - & for ;
and that he last flew for them on Tuesday, February 29, 2000

No additional information regarding the interview between JONATHON FOX and

NARRATIVE/CONTINUATION

Investigator SMITH was obtained.

At 9:30 A.M., this investigator interviewed JOHN D. LANG, W/M, d.o.b.
03/04/59, who provided an address of 736 Palermo Avenue, Coral Gables,

Florida, 331347 MR. LANG provided a home telephone number of (3057441-
8742, and a business tel ephone number of (305)289=4222

Ay

MR. LANG advised that he is currently employed as a photographer/editor
for NBC Chanmel 6 Inm Miami. During his day-to-day routines, he has the

of any kind.
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MR. LANG advised that on Friday, March 3, 2000, he and his wife
accompanied his friend, JONATHON FOX, on a pieasure rilght in MR. FOX'S

seater, blue and white in color. He advised that he was in the right rear
seat of the craft, and that his wife was in the left front seat. He
indicated that it was his wife's first flight in a helicopter.

MR. LANG advised that they departed the Tamiami Airport at approximately
3:15 to 3:20 P.M. He advised that they were headed for a sight-seeing
tour along the beach. At some point, they were notified by the tower that

] ] helj Efic i : _ which ineluded the NBE—6
helicopter. At this time, MR. FOX switched to the frequency commonly used
for helicopters to talk back and forth with each other. He advised that
MR. FOX conversed with the pllOt of the Channel [ hellcopter, RUBIN

locatlons and shortlv thereafter a "visual" was obtalned. MR. LANG

observed the Channel 6 helicopter coming from the northeast at a lower
altitude. He advised that the Channel 6 helicopter approached and came up
on—their—right—side;—and that—the helicopterwas—imatevelfiight
pattern. He described the chopper as moving level east or possibly
northeast. He estimated the altitude at 500 to 800 feet. MR. LANG

advised that he observed RUBIN RIVERO pllotlng the Channel 6 hellcopter

He described MR. PTFERCE as being emn]oved bv NRC Fhannp1 6 as a cameraman
MR. LANG advised that there was casual conversation between the two
helicopters as they flew in close proximity. At some point, MR. LANG said

Ll Wt 1

heobserved ROBPIERCE 1 the right rear swing a camera lens inm the

14 . £ the helj od by hi 1f ! By . £ | MR. _FOX
He advised that at this point or shortly thereafter, the Channel 6

helicopter nosed down and pulled up so as to return to the airport.
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MR. LANG advised that as the helicopter nosed up to a 90 degree vertical

climb, he advised that he helicopter continued on this climb past 90

Ha ~ ad +h
dogrﬂcs as—3if 4t were SASESIIC UpSldc dewn—- He—advised+hat—there—was 1o

radio communication to his recollection at this point. As the helicopter

continued through this maneuver, he observed the tail boom separate. He

advised that it appeared that the chopper could have become inverted but

coanldad natr Adyr s 1 £ + 1o 73 + + I 1 £

4+ - 4+ 1 3 ) g 11 ] - -
oHahReot—aavisSe I T—3t—wWas I[lOVJ_lg to—thReTercor—Tto the rrIgnc. me—aaviscea

that the helicopter dropped after the separation. He advised that it

could have been spinning in a level position. He could not recall if the

spinning motion was to the left or to the right. He stated that the

heticopter contimued—tothe ground; at which time Tt exploded upon impact:

MR. LANG advised that he last flew in the NBC 6 helicopter on Wednesday,

March 1, 2000. He is familiar with the aircraft, in that he has flown

with—MR—RIVERG oI many occasions. 1t s his understanding that the
chopper undergoes maintenance on a regular basis and is maintained on an

E hourly basis as opposed to days, weeks or months (engine hours). MR. LANG
Z| advised that he is not aware of any prior mechanical problems involving
g the aircraft-— No additional Information was obtained from MR. LANG at
Zl that time
£
At approximately 9:45 A.M., Lab TECHNICIAN L. TOLEDO turned over to this
investigator @ cardboard box containing pieces of fiberglass. OFFICER
TOLEDO advised that an unidentified uniform officer gave him the box
containing the pieces. According to the uniform officer, a resident, MR.
EDWARD SMITH, of 9350 S.W. 120" Street, Miami, Florida, 33176, telephone
mumber (305)238=2703, found the pieces in his pback yard and turned them
over-to_the officer. N.T.S.B. Tnvoqf1nn+nr CORKY SMTTH was notified of
the discovery.
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While investigating the scene of the crash on Saturday, March 4, 2000, it
became known to N.T.S.B. Investigator CORKY SMITH that there was possibly
a radis transmission between JONATHON FOX and RUBIN RIVERO prlor to the

thlS time, Investhator SMITH reguested this 1nvesthator attempt to re-

contact JONATHON FOX and JOHN LANG.

(305)586 8294 the telephone number previouslvy Drov1ded by JONATHON FOX.

MR. FOX was requested to contact this investigator as soon as possible.

MR. LANG was requested to relate the specifics of the conversations had

between JONATHON FOX and RUBIN RIVERO prior to the crash. MR. LANG
recalled the conversation as being casual in nature. He recalled

spec1flcallv asked if MR. FOX had requested RUBIN RIVERO and/or ROB PTERCE
to film him in his helicopter, at which time he related he did not recall
that belng said. He again stated that he recalled ROB PIERCE turnlng 1n

to film it. MR. LANG was also asked 1f RUBTN RTVFRO. prior to going into
his 90 degree plus climb, spoke the words "watch this"™. MR. LANG advised
that he did not recall RUBIN RIVERO making that statement. No additional
information was obtainmed from MR.—LANG at thattime.

NARRATIVE/CONTINUATION

At 6:55 P.M., JONATHON FOX returned this investigator's earlier telephone
call. MR. FOX was asked to relate any specifics regarding the
—conversation nad between himself and RUBIN RIVERO prior to the crash. MR.
FOX again advised fhat the conversation.-was casual in nature. MR, -FEOX was
specifically asked if there was a conversation or a request made of the
Channel 6 helicopter about filming his (MR. FOX'S) helicopter. He advised
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that this conversation did not occur. He was also asked if RUBIN RIVERO
made the statement "watch this" prior to or during this contact. MR. FOX
advised that—1if MR. KLVLKU said that, he did not héar it. Heé did iIndicate

to that effect prior to the crth He maintained that he did not hear MR.
RIVERO make such a comment. No additional information was obtained from
MRT—FOX =t that time:
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CASE DISPOSITION EXCEPTIONALLY CLEARED
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03/04/57, AND ROBERT PIERCE, W/M/35 DOB: 07/08/65, WHICH OCCURRED ON
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FRIDAY, MARCH 3, 2000, AT APPROXIMATELY 3:30 P.M., IN THE AREA OF S.W. 121
*STREET—ﬁNB~STWTﬂ%%ﬂHﬂﬁHﬂ%rﬂHi%ﬂﬂ?iHﬁRﬁﬂLfﬁLﬁ—HEﬁfGGPTER-AGGEBENT.

P 94

At approximately 4:15 p.m., on Friday, March 3, 2000, this investigator was

[directed by DETECTIVE HOADLEY to respond to S.W. 121 Streetand S W 93—
| Avenue, and assist DETECTIVE LEWIS in the investigation of a helicopter

crash with two victims.

 This investigator arrived on the scene at 4:40 p.m., and was directed by
DETECTIVE LEWIS to search a field west of the scene for additional evidence.
This investigator searched the field west of 9305 S.W. 12272 Lane, with

negative results

This Investigator was then directed to assist iInterviewing witnesses on the
/22 DOR:
05/12/77, of 9305 S.W. 122 Lane, 33176, home phone: 278-9885, work phone:
302-9027. MR. LOM stated that he was northbound on S.W. 93 Avenue,
_approximately fifty feet north of the traffic circle located outside his
development, when he heard a loud sputtering noise behind him. MR. LOM
stated that he then l1ooked Into his rearview mirror and observed a white

 mass behind him., He stated that the helicopter appeared to be inverted at

that time, because he noted the glass window on the bottom of the

heIIcopter He described seeing a white surface above a yellow surface

on fire at that time

JUVENILE SUSPECT

ADMNISTRATIVE
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| RICHARD LOM stated_that the -helicopte

burst into flames. He then parked his vehicle and ran back to see {if he

could help In any way. MR. LOM stated that the heat from the fire prevented

L him from getting close enough to offer any help
RICHARD LOM stated that upon returning to his residence, he discovered the

portions of the scene. MR. LOM had no other information to provide at this
p o] ° § video

§ investigator en interviewe . , ; : .
of 17485 S.W. 245 Terrace, home phone: 247-7469, work phone: 800-872-7456

(U.S. Air). MR. MATTHEWS advised that he has been a pilot since

NARRATIVE/CONTINUATION

approximately 1970 and flies both fixed wing aircraft and helicopters. He

126
Street, when he heard what he described as an odd chopping mechanical sound.
[ H& stated that the sound was similar to the main rotors possibly striking
the tail boom section of the helicopter

GARY MATTHEWS stated that he then observed the hel icopter at approximately

| 1500 feet, pitched in a nearly vertical position. He described the =

helicopter as then falling to one side and going through a multitude of
gyrations. At approximately 1200 feéet, MR. MATTHEWS observed what appeared
| to be a bi=-plane separate from the helicopter and spin off from the area.
He later stated that the tail section of the helicopter was most likely the
item which appeared to be a bi-plane. He stated that the helicopter then

some point below 1000 feet, he observed a third object, possibly a section
of the tail boom, separate from the helicopter.
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time. A minute or two after the crash, he did see a model R-44 helicopter

fly by the area and leave. MR. MATTHEWS stated that he later saw DR. FOX on

DETECTIVE LEWIS then directed this jnuestjgator to_locate and contact the
pilot of the Channel 10 News helicopter.

Street, phone: 252-3883, and spoke with DONNIE DALLAS W/M/37, DOB:

12/31/62 cell phone: $87-7330, pager 750-7448, the photographer aboard the

were dispatched to a bus and train accident in the area of S W. 75 Avenue

and Waterway Drive, at approximately 3: OO p m. MR. DALLAS stated that as

flying in a southwest direction, away from the scene.

Tamiami Airport, when they observed smoke in the area. They then responded

g| and realized that the debris appeared to be that of a helicopter MR.
3 4
% the Sky 6 helicopter He stated that they remained in the area and filmed
§l until they needed to refuel.
>
E
g DONNIE DALLAS stated that his pilot, JOE RIVERS, reported hearing RUBEN, the
pilot of the Sky 6 helicopter, tell another aircraft to continue flying
; 7 n . "
This investigator then spoke with DARRYL MARTIN, President of Biscayne
Channel 6 helicopter and an R-44 had been flying in formation, away from the
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Tamiami Airport.
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