
Advance parole document.  If you are outside the United States 
and must travel to the United States temporarily for emergent 
business or personal reasons, you may apply for an advance parole 
document to be paroled into the U.S. on humanitarian grounds, if 
you cannot obtain the necessary visa and any required waiver of 
excludability.  Parole cannot be used to circumvent normal visa 
issuing procedures, and is not a means to bypass delays in visa 
issuance.  Parole is an extraordinary measure, used sparingly to 
bring an otherwise inadmissible alien to the U.S. for a temporary 
period of time due to a compelling emergency.

U.S. Department of Justice

Immigration and Naturalization Service

Purpose of This Form.

This form is used to apply for an Immigration and Naturalization 
Service (INS) travel document, reentry permit, refugee travel 
document or advance parole document. Each applicant must file a 
separate application.
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Reentry permit.  If you are in the United States as a permanent 
resident or conditional resident, you may apply for a reentry permit.  
A reentry permit allows a permanent resident or conditional resident 
to apply for admission to the U.S. during the permit's validity 
without having to obtain a returning resident visa from an American 
embassy or consulate.  A reentry permit is not required for return 
from a trip of less than one year's duration.

Refugee travel document.  If you are in the United States in a valid 
refugee or asylee status, or obtained permanent residence as a 
direct result of refugee or asylee status in the U.S., you may apply 
for a refugee travel document.  A refugee travel document is a 
document issued by INS in implementation of Article 28 of the U.N. 
Convention of July 28, 1951.  You must have a refugee travel 
document to return to the United States after temporary travel 
abroad, unless you are traveling to Canada to apply for a U.S. 
immigrant visa (see advance parole document below).

Another person who is in the U.S. may file this application in your 
behalf.  He or she should complete Part 1 with information about 
himself or herself.

INSTRUCTIONS

Who May File.

Possession of a reentry permit does not relieve you of any of the 
requirements of the immigration laws, except the necessity to obtain 
a visa from an American embassy or consulate.  For the purpose of 
later naturalization, absence from the United States for one year or 
more will normally break the continuity of any required period of 
continuous residence in the United States, and you will need to file 
an application to preserve residence for naturalization purposes.  
Inquire at your local INS office for further information.

If you are in the United States you may apply for an Advance 
Parole document if you:

Travel Warning.

Before you apply for advance parole, read this travel 

warning very carefully.

Travel outside the United States may trigger the three- and 
ten-year bars to admission under section 212(a)(9)(B)(i) of 
the Immigration and Naturalization Act.  Persons who were 
unlawfully present in the U.S. beginning on or after April 1, 
1997, for more than 180 days but less than one year and 
who leave the U.S. before the commencement of removal 
proceedings are inadmissible for three years from the date 
of departure.  Persons who were unlawfully present in the 
U.S. beginning on or after April 1, 1997, for one year or 
more are inadmissible for ten years of the date of departure 
(regardless of whether they left before, during or after 
removal proceedings).

Unlawful presence is defined as presence in the U.S. 
without being inspected and admitted and paroled (illegal 
entry), or after the period of stay authorized to you by the 
Attorney General has expired.  In some cases, certain 
immigration benefits and time spent in the U.S. while certain 
applications are pending may place you in a period of stay 
authorized by the Attorney General.  These include, but are 
not limited to, properly filed applications for adjustment of 
status, temporary protected status (TPS), deferred enforced 
departure (DED), asylum and withholding of removal.

Although advance parole may allow you to return to the 
U.S., your departure on advance parole may trigger the 
three- and ten-year bars under section 212(a)(9)(B)(i) of 
the Act, if you accrued more than 180 days of unlawful 
presence BEFORE the date you were considered to be in 
a period of stay authorized by the Attorney General.  As a 
result, if you apply for adjustment of status when you 
return to the U.S., to resume an adjustment application 
that was pending before you left, or resume any other 
status that requires you to establish that you are not 
inadmissible, you will need to apply for and receive a 
waiver of inadmissibility in order for your application to 
be approved or your status continued.  The general 
waiver provision is under section 212(a)(9)(B)(v) of the 
Act, but eligibility is restricted to those persons who can 
establish exteme hardship to their U.S. citizen or lawful 
permanent resident spouse or parent.  Refugee and asylee 
adjustment applicants and TPS applicants may apply for a 
waiver under sections 209(c) and 244(c)(2)(A)(ii) of the 
Act, respectively, for humanitarian reasons, to assure 
family unity, or when it is otherwise in the public interest.



Form I-131 Instructions  (Rev. 01/18/02) Y page 2

Additional Processing Criteria.

Reentry Permit or Refugee Travel Document.  A reentry permit or 
refugee travel document may not be issued to you if:

you have already been issued such a document and it is still 
valid, unless the prior document has been returned to INS, or 
you can demonstrate it was lost; or

due to national security, diplomatic or public safety reasons, 
the government has published a notice in the Federal Register 
precluding issuance of such a document for travel to the area 
to which you intend to go.

In addition, a reentry permit may not be issued if you have been a 
permanent resident for more than five years and been outside the 
U.S. for more than four of the last five years, unless you are a 
crewman regularly serving aboard an aircraft or vessel of American 
registry and the travel is in connection with your duties as a 
crewman; or your travel is on the orders of the United States 
government, other than a removal or deportation order.

Advance Parole.  An advance parole may not be issued to a 
person who is in removal or deportation proceedings, is the 
beneficiary of a private bill, or is subject to the two-year foreign 
residence requirement due to having held J-1 nonimmigrant status.

You must file your appplication with the required initial evidence.  
If you are under 14 years of age, your parent or guardian may 
sign the application in your behalf

A reentry permit or refugee travel document may be sent to a U.S. 
embassy or consulate or INS office overseas for you to pick up, if 
you request it when you file your application.  However, you 
must be in the U.S. when you file the application.

If you are a refugee or asylee applying for a refugee travel 

document, you must attach a copy of the document issued to 
you by INS showing your refugee or asylee status and indicating 
the expiration of such status.

a copy of your permanent resident card; or
if you have not yet received your permanent resident  card, a 
copy of the biographic page and --

the page of your passport indicating initial admission as a 
permanent resident, or other evidence that you are a 
permanent resident; or --

a copy of the approval notice of a separate application for 
replacement of your permanent resident card or temporary 
evidence of permanent resident status.

Initial Evidence.

Evidence of eligibility.  If you are a permanent resident or 
conditional resident, you must attach:

If you are in the U.S. and are applying for an advance parole 

document for yourself you must attach a copy of any document 
for yourself issued by INS showing any present status in the 
United States, and an explanation or other evidence 
demonstrating the circumstances that warrant issuance of 
advance parole.  If you are basing your eligibility for advance 
parole on your separate application for adjustment of status, you 
must also attach a copy of the filing receipt for that application.  
If you are traveling to Canada to apply for an immigrant visa, you 
must also attach a copy of the consular appointment.

If the person to be paroled is outside the U.S., you must also 
submit:

a statement explaining how, and by whom, medical care, 
housing, transportation and other expenses and subsistence 
need will be met;
 
an Affidavit of Support (Form I-134), with evidence of the 
sponsor's occupation and ability to provide necessary 
support;

An advance parole document is issued solely to authorize the 
temporary parole of an individual into the United States.  It may 
be accepted by a transportation company, in lieu of a visa, as 
authorization for the holder to travel to the United States.  It is 
not issued to serve in lieu of any required passport.

An advance parole document is issued solely to authorize the 
temporary parole of an individual into the United States.  It may 
be accepted by a transportation company, in lieu of a visa, as 
authorization for the holder to travel to the United States.  It is 
not issued to serve in lieu of any required passport.

have an adjustment of status application pending that is only 
being held in abeyance because a visa number is not 
immediately available and you seek to travel abroad for bona 
fide business or emergent personal reasons;

have an adjustment of status application pending that is only 
being held in abeyance because a visa number is not 
immediately available and you seek to travel abroad for bona 
fide business or emergent personal reasons;

have an adjustment of status application pending for any other 
reason and you seek to travel abroad for emergent personal or 
bona fide business reasons;

hold refugee or asylum status and intend to depart temporarily 
to apply for a U.S. immigrant visa in Canada; or

seeking to travel abroad temporarily for emergent personal or 
bona fide business reasons.

Please answer all questions by typing or clearly printing in black 
ink. Indicate that an item is not applicable with "N/A." If an answer 
is ''none,'' please so state.  If you need extra space to answer any 
item, attach a sheet of paper with your name and your A#, if any, 
and indicate the number of the item.  Every application must be 
properly signed and filed with the correct fee.  

General Filing Instructions.



a complete description of the emergent reasons explaining 
why parole should be authorized and copies of any evidence 
you wish considered, and indicating the length of time for 
which parole is requested.

Photographs.  You must submit two identical natural color 
photographs of yourself taken within 30 days of the filing of this 
application. The photos must have a white background, be 
unmounted, printed on thin paper, and be glossy and unretouched.

The photos should show a three-quarter frontal profile of the right 
side of your face, with your right ear visible and your head bare 
(unless you are wearing a headdress as required by a religious 
order of which you are a member).  The photos should be no larger 
than 2 X 2 inches, with the distance from the top of the head to 
just below the chin about 1 and 1/4 inches.  Lightly print your A# 
on the back of each photo with a pencil.  (If you are applying for 
an advance parole and are outside the U.S., keep these 
photographs.  You will be instructed where to submit them if 
parole is approved.  If you are applying for parole for another 
person, submit the required photographs of the person to be 
paroled.)
  

Copies.  If these instructions state that a copy of a document may 
be filed with this application and you choose to send us the 
original, we may keep that original for our records.

Where to File.

Reentry Permit or Refugee Travel Document.  Mail your 
application to:
USINS, Nebraska Service Center,  P.O. Box 87131 Lincoln, NE 

68501-7131

      
 District Director

C/O American Embassy

PSC 59, Box 37

APO AE 09624

Countries:  Europe, India, Russia, Pakistan, Africa,

                      Bangladesh and the Middle East.

District Director

C/O American Embassy

Bangkok, Box 12

APO AP 96546

Countries:  Burma, Japan, China, Southeast Asia, Australia,

                      New Zealand, the Philippines and the entire

                      Pacific.

Effect of Travel Before the Travel Document Is Issued.

Departure from the United States before a decision is made on an 
application for a reentry permit or refugee travel document does 
not affect the application.  Departure from the United States or 
application for admission to the United States before a decision is 
made on an application for an advance parole document shall be 
deemed an abandonment of the application.

Fee.

The fee for this application is $110.00.  The fee must be submitted 
in the exact amount.  It cannot be refunded.  DO NOT MAIL 
CASH.  All checks and money orders must be drawn on a bank or 
other institution located in the United States and must be payable 
in United States currency.  The check or money order should be 
made payable to the Immigration and Naturalization Service, 
except that:

If you live in Guam and are filing this application in Guam, 
make your check or money order payable to the ''Treasurer, 
Guam.''
  
If you live in the Virgin Islands and are filing this application 
in the Virgin Islands, make your check or money order 
payable to the ''Commissioner of Finance of the Virgin 
Islands.''

Checks are accepted subject to collection.  An uncollected check 
will render the application and any document issued invalid.  A 
charge of $30.00 will be imposed if a check in payment of a fee is 
not honored by the bank on which it is drawn.

Acceptance.   Any application that is not signed or is not 
accompanied by the correct fee will be rejected with a notice that 
the application is deficient. You may correct the deficiency and 
resubmit the application. However, an application is not 
considered properly filed until it is accepted by INS.

Processing Information.

Initial processing.  Once the application has been accepted, it 
will be checked for completeness, including submission of the 
required initial evidence.  If you do not completely fill out the 
form or if you file it without the required initial evidence, you will 
not establish a basis for eligibility and we may deny your 
application.

Requests for more information or interview.  We may request 
more information or evidence or we may request that you appear 
at an INS office for an interview.  We may also request that you 
submit the originals of any copies.  We will return these originals 
when they are no longer required.
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Aliens in terriories contiguous to the U.S must submit Form I-131 to 
the District Director having juridicition over the port of entry where 
they  intend to enter the United States.

District Director

C/O American Embassy

Mexico City, PO Box 3087

Room 118, Laredo, Texas 78044

Countries: Latin American, South America, and the

                     Caribbean.

   

a statement explaining why a U.S. visa cannot be obtained, 
including when and where attempts were made to obtain a 
visa;
 
a statement explaining why a waiver of excludability cannot 
be obtained to allow issuance of a visa, including when and 
where attempts were made to obtain a waiver, and a copy of 
any written decision;
 
a copy of any decision on an immigrant petition filed for the 
person, and evidence regarding any pending immigrant 
petition; and
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An alien who has actually established residence in the United 
States after having been admitted as an immigrant or after having 
adjusted status to that of an immigrant, and who is considering 
the filing of a nonresident alien tax return or the non-filing of a tax 
return on the ground that he or she is a nonresident alien, should 
consider carefully the consequences of such actions under the 
immigration and nationality law.
 

Effect of Claim to Nonresident Alien Status for Federal Income 

Tax Purposes.

Paperwork Reduction Act Notice.

We try to create forms and instructions that are accurate, can be 

easily understood and which impose the least possible burden on 

you to provide us with information.  Often this is difficult because 

some immigration laws are very complex.  The estimated average 

time to complete and file this application is as follows:  (1) 10 

minutes to learn about the law and form; (2) 10 minutes to 

complete the form; and (3) 35 minutes to assemble and file the 

application, for a total estimated average of 55 minutes per 

application.  If you have comments regarding the accuracy of this 

estimate or suggestions for making this form simpler, you can 

write to  the Immigration and Naturalization Service, HQPDI, 425 I 

Street, N.W., Room 4034, Washington, D.C.  20536; OMB No. 

1115-0005. DO NOT MAIL YOUR COMPLETED APPLICATION 

TO THIS ADDRESS.

If you file a nonresident alien tax return or fail to file a tax return, 
you may be regarded as having abandoned residence in the 
United States and as having lost immigrant status under the 
immigration and nationality laws.  As a consequence, you may be 
ineligible for a visa or other document for which permanent 
resident aliens are eligible. You may also be inadmissible to the 
United States if you seek admission as a returning resident, and 
you may become ineligible for naturalization on the basis of your 
original entry or adjustment as an immigrant.

Penalties.

If you knowingly and willfully falsify or conceal a material fact or 
submit a false document with this request, we will deny the benefit 
you are seeking, and may deny any other immigration benefit.  In 
addition, you will face severe penalties provided by law and may 
be subject to criminal prosecution.

Privacy Act Notice.

We ask for the information on this form, and associated evidence, 
to determine if you have established eligibility for the immigration 
benefit you are seeking.  Our legal right to ask for this information 
is in 8 USC 1203 and 1225.  We may provide this information to 
other government agencies. Failure to provide this information and 
any requested evidence may delay a final decision or result in 
denial of your request.

Invalidation.  Any travel document obtained by making a 
material false representation or concealment in this application 
will be invalid.  A document will also be invalid if you are ordered 
removed or deported. In addition, a refugee travel document will 
be invalid if the U.N. Convention of July 28, 1951, shall cease to 
apply or shall not apply to you as provided in Article 1C, D, E, or 
F of the Convention.
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START HERE - Please Type or Print
Returned ReceiptPart 1.   Information about you.

Family 
Name

Given 
Name

Middle 
Initial

Address - C/O

Street Number 
and Name

Apt.
 #

State or 
Province

City

Zip/Postal 
Code

Country Reloc Sent

Country 
of Birth

A
# Reloc Rec'd

Part 2.   Application type (check one).

I am a permanent resident or conditional resident of the United States and I am 

applying for a Reentry Permit.

a.

b. Applicant 
Interviewed 
on

c.

Document Issued

Reentry Permit

Refugee Travel Document

Single Advance Parole

Multiple Advance Parole

Validity to

Given 
Name

Middle 
Initial

Family 
Name

If Reentry Permit or Refugee Travel 
Document

Country 
of Birth

Date of Birth 
(Month/Day/Year)

Mail to Address in Part 2

Mail to American Consulate

Mail to INS overseas officeForeign Address - C/O

AT

Apt.
 #

Street 
Number and 

Remark

Document Hand Delivered
State or 
Province On By

Action Block
Zip/Postal 
Code

Country

Part 3.   Processing information.

Expected length of trip.

Are you, or any person included in this application, now in exclusion or deportation proceedings?

Yes, at (give office name)No

If applyIng for an Advance Parole Document, skip to Part 7.

To Be Completed by
Attorney or Representative, if any

Fill in box if G-28 is attached to 
represent the applicant

VOLAG#

Have you ever before been issued a Reentry Permit or Refugee Travel Document?

No Yes (give the following for the last document issued to you)

Date Issued Disposition (attached, lost, etc.)

ATTY State License #

OMB #1115-0005

Date of Birth 
(Month/Day/Year)

Social 
Security #

I am applying for an Advance Parole for another person who is outside the U.S.  Give 

the following information about that person:

I am outside the U.S. and am applying for an Advance Parole.

I am applying for an Advance Parole to allow me to return to the U.S. after temporary 

foreign travel.

I am a permanent resident as a direct result of refugee or asylee status, and am 

applying for a Refugee Travel Document.

I now hold U.S. refugee or asylee status and I am applying for a Refugee Travel 

Document.

City

Date of Intended departure (Month/Day/Year)

d.

e.

f.

Resubmitted

FOR INS USE ONLY
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Continued on back.



For how may trips do you intend to use this document?

If outside the U.S., at right give the U.S. embassy or consulate, or INS office you wish notified if this application is approved.

less than 6 months

6 months to 1 year

1 to 2 years

Address in Part 2, above

American embassy or consulate at (give city and country, below)

INS overseas office at (give city and country, below)

 City

Part 3.   Processing information.  (continued)

Where do you want this travel document sent?  (check one)

a.

b.

c.

Part 4.   Information about the proposed travel.

Purpose of trip.  If you need more room, continue on a separate sheet of paper.

Part 5.   Complete only if applying for a Reentry Permit.

2 to 3 years

3 to 4 years

more than 4 years

Since becoming a Permanent Resident (or during the past five years, whichever is less) how 

much total time have you spent outside the United States?

Since you became a Permanent Resident, have you ever filed a federal income tax return as a nonresident, or 

failed to file a federal return because you considered yourself to be a nonresident? (if yes, give details on a 

separate sheet of paper). Yes No

Part 6.   Complete only if applying for a Refugee Travel Document.

Country from which you are a refugee or asylee:

If you answer yes to any of the following questions, explain on a separate sheet of paper.

Do you plan to travel to the above-named country?

Since you were accorded Refugee/Asylee status, have you ever:  returned to the 

above-named country; applied for an/or obtained a national passport, passport renewal 

or entry permit to this country; or applied for an/or received any benefit from such 

country (for example, health insurance benefits)?

Part 7.   Complete only if applying for Advance Parole.

Date Daytime Telephone #Signature

Please Note.  If you do not completely fill out this form, or fail to submit required documents listed in the instructions, you may not be found eligible for 

the requested document and this application will have to be denied.

Part 9.   Signature of person preparing form, if other than above.  (sign below)

Print Your NameSignature Date

Firm Name and 

Address

Daytime Telephone #

List the countries you intend to visit.

Country

If you checked b or c above, give your overseas address:

Yes No

Since being accorded Refugee/Asylee status, have you, by any legal 

procedure or voluntary act, reacquired the nationality of the above-named 

country, acquired a new nationality, or been granted refugee or asylee 

status in any other country?

Part 8.  Signature. Read the Information on penalties in the instructlons before completing this section.   You must file this application while in 

the United States, if filing for a reentry permit or refugee travel document.

I certify, under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America, that this petition and the evidence submitted with it is all true and 

correct.  I authorize the release of any information from my records which the Immigration and Naturalization Service needs to determine eligibility for 

the benefit I am seeking.

Form I-131 (Rev. 01/18/02)Y Page 2

I declare that I prepared this application at the request of the above person and it is based on all information of which I have knowledge.

Yes No

Yes No

On a separate sheet of paper, please explain how you qualify for Advance Parole and what circumstances warrant issuance of Advance Parole. Include 

copies of any documents you wish considered (See instructions.)

1 trip More than 1 trip


