A

!

3
S
B
[2¥]
=
>
Q0
w0
8
o
L=
o}
o
50 8
b
S

. ﬂ




travel

Tucked behind rocks at 90 feet,
my fellow divers and Iwere get-
ting restless hoping fora visit
from hammerheads orone of
the resident tiger sharks, neither
of which were cooperating. The
dive master motioned for the
group to follow, as he headed

to anothercleaning station and
perhaps betterluck. As I tumed
to make sure the videogra-
pherto my right got the signal,
Isaw him kicking in the oppo-
site direction to deeperwater.
HFguring he saw some thing worth
pursuing, Iswam blindly after
him through the haze of a shim-
merng themocline. Emerging
out the otherside onto the
sandy bottom at 104 feet, Iwas
staring at my very first tiger shark
as it swam past the videogra-
pherand straight towards me.
) 21
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Instinc tive ly re ve rsing c ourse in shock
and with a slight puckerfactor, Inot so
gracefully stumbled backwardsover
some rocksand fellflat on my butt. So
much forthose amazing tigershark pho-
tosThad envisioned while staring with
anticipation into the blue.

Happily allwasnot lost, the shark
tumed above me, seemingly oblivio us
to my plight, and continued on a wide
circle that would bring it around for
anotherpassbetween the videographer
and myself. This time Imanaged to keep
myself upright and captured a photo
of the tigerasitslowly swam past the
videographer—tigershark 1, photogra-
pherl.

Suc h is the diving at Cocos land,
where periods of waiting are punc tu-
ated by heart-stopping big animalinter
actions.

Cocos Island

Cocoskland, orkla delCoco asitis
known locally, first became partof
Costa Rica in 1832. It is uninhabited,
exceptfora smallgroup of national
parkrangers. The island became a
Costa Rican nationalparkin 1978 and

TRAVEL

Scaloped hammerhead shark
(left) being cleaned by barberfish
at Alcyone; Guineafowlpufferon
reef(above)

PREVIOUSPAGE Aggregation of
blue and gold snappers, whipper
snappers and bumito grunts fill the
opening of a large underwater
cave at Submerged Rock

wasdesignated a Word Heritage Site
by UNESCO in 1997. The marne zone
arwund Cocoskland wasadded to

the World Heritage Site designation in
2002. Iegend statesthat overthe years,
numerous pirates buried treasure on
Cocos Ekland, though despite several
extensive searches, none hasbeen
recovered.

Iregularin shape, Cocoskland hasan
area of approximately 9.2 square miles
(23.85 squ km). Cocosistectonic and
volcanic in origin, primarly composed of
basalt. The island isincredibly green and
lush due to its wet climate and iscov-
ered in tropical forests and cloud forests
atelevationsabove 500m. The cloud
forest ecosystem is unique to Cocos

Red-footed booby looksdown from its perch (left); Palm treeslean out overrcky cliffs (above)




kland and doesnotexist on any
otherisland in the Eastem Pac ific
Ocean. Of the fourmountain
peakson the island, the highest is
Cemo Iglesiasat 2,080 ft (634m).
The mountainouslandscape and
abundantrminfallcreates do z-
ensofwaterfalls, which drain o ff
every side of the island.

Ric h marine life
Cocosisperhapsbest known for
its sha ks, with hundreds of school-
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ing scalloped hammerhead and
silky sharks, nnumerable white tip
reef sharks, Galapagos, silve rtip
and now tigersharks. kEisalso not
uncommon to see whale sharks,
manta rays and dolphins. The fish
life here isincredibly abundant
and the main reason these apex
predatorsare so prevalent.

Sightingsofjacksand snappers
in schoolsthatblock out the sun
are routine. The ample marine
life surmounding Cocos kland

W B T e

isattracted to the nutrent-rich
ocean curents that swid around
this smallisland 340 mies west of
Costa Rica in the Eastem Pac ific
Ocean.

Accessble only by iveaboard
dive boat, thisremote island
requires a 32- to
36-ho ur transit
across potentialy
angry seas forthe
privilege of diving
thisholy grailof
pelagic encounters.

Once in the water,
the cumentscan

be fiexce and more
than once Thad to
pullmyself down
the mooring lne just
to getto a dive site.

The majorty of
the diving isdeep,
taking place
between 60 to 90
feet and nitrox is
recommended for
extra bottom time.
Rebreathers are
also very usefulif
available and you
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are propery certified.

Diving at Cocoskland canbe
absolutely magical but thisisnot
a destination forbeginners orthe
faint of heart. Divers that ve nture
here should be comfortable with
theirbuoyancy in blue waterand

L 1

Cocos

CIOCKWISE FROM
FARIEFT Scalloped
hammerhead shark
with Pacific creole-
fish; Tige r shark swim-
ming pastan under
watervideographer,
Goldrim surge onfish
and razorsurgeon-
fish forage forfood;
Pairofoctopus

on the mcky reef
appearto be mat-
ing

capable of holding onto rocks
atdepth so asnotto be blown
away by the strong curments.
Cleaning stationsexist at sev-
eralofthe dive sitesand are a
majorattraction forvie wing sharks.
Suc cessfulinteractions at cleaning




stationsrequire a collaborative
group effort. Diversneed to hide
amongst the rocks, doing their
bestto controltheirbreathing
and wait patiently forthe sharks
to come inclose to be cleaned
by the lingerng angeland bar
befish. Most cleaning stations
are at 90 to 100 feet, imiting the
amountofdive time forall the
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piecesto fallinto place, and it
only takes one diver swimming
up in the watercolumn orworse,
swimming through the cleaning
station to keep the sharksaway.
Texperienced idyllic ¢ onditions
at Alcyone dive site while watc h-
ing a scalloped hammerhead
approach outofthe blue and
swim directly towards me. As 1

Massive schoolofbigeye jacks (left) form swidl-
ing tomado over60 feet high at Dirty Rock;
Commerson’s frogfish (above) at Manuelita
Channel; Whitetip ree f shark (lowerleft) re sting
underoverhang, sumounded by Pacific creolefish

held my
collective
breath,
atleast
a dozen
b arb e rfish
swooped into cleanoff para-

sites and bitsofdead skin. Just as

the hammerhead began to tum
away, Imanaged to capture a
photo documenting this ¢ la ssic
cleaning station behavior.
Notalldiving at Cocos kland
mvolves lying in wait at clean-
ing stations. There are several

underwater swim-throughs filled
with fish, marbled raysand
white tip reef sharks to explore.
Rocky reefs are teaming with life
including spiny lobster, octopus,
urc hins, sea stars and numerous
reef fish. Sea turtles cruise past
in the blue water, and huge
schoolsof fish appearwithout
waming, often swimming circles
armund you orswiding into a
gigantic underwatertomado. If
you are lucky, you may also find
anendemic Coco’sbatfishor
orange Commerson’s fro g fish.

Spotted eagle ray (left) at Submerged Rock; Waterfall(above)
cascading off Cocos kland in the rainy season
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reef during the day
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SCUBAPRO

ONCE UPON A TIME...

THERE WERE MEN WITH BRILLIANT IDEAS, DREAMS, INVENTIONS,
STORIES, EMOTIONS, ADVENTURES AND AMBITIONS...
AND A LEGEND WAS BORN.

White tip reef sharks (Thaen-
odon obesus) pack hunt-
ing atnight; Marbled ray
(Theniura meyen) resting on
1o c ky reef (right)

White tip re ef sharks by the dozensonce a blackjackhas

Forthe truly adventurous, a night dive crunched down on a fish.

with the whitetip reef sharks at Manuelita The action takesplace mere inches

dive site is a must. Dropping into the above the coralreef, and itis truly a

waterafterthe setting sun, Iswitc hed sight to behold, asdozensofsharkspack & o g, B

onmy dive light and tried to emember huntdirectly beneath you. Iwastempt- : = YEARS

the dive master s instruc tions. We were ed to getdown on theirleveland expe- ; ; 1965?01} .

to stay asa group, using ourflashlightsin rience the rush, asthey swamm past, but '

unison, highlighting a particularreef fish we had been wamed about becoming

in hopesthat we attracted the larger prey ourselves, and so Istayed slightly - g

blackjack fish to feed. above the fray. = SCUBAPRO mvﬂes divers from around.l;lle world
Black jacks are efficient hunters, fast From experience, IThave leamed that . to celebrate 50 yearsof yassion aad dedlC’atno‘n'tO'bhe

and maneuverable, and the white tip itis also prudent to ook behind yo urse If development of scubfdiving. W 100k forwa'rd

reef sharks follow them, asthey hunt at once in a while, asyoufloatalong in P : Shﬂrlngthls mllﬁs-taﬁﬁlfh Y011~
night in search of food. It tums out the total darkness, just in case one of the : k o t‘_ e *
shatks are notvery good at hunting on largerspecies of sharks, which you were I Wit E o B
- 1 a N, ¥ 4 theirown, but they have more success so eagerto see during the day, comes R - e
LA TNIL S R s B e g R : searching forfood when they rush in to investigate the commotion at night. DEEP DOWN YOU WANT THE BEST scubapro.com

Tails of several re sting Whltetlp reef sharks poke outofa hole in the rocky reef
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DeepSee submarine
Anotherexhiarating way to see the
undersea word at Cocosisin a subma-
rine. Iocked securely inside a fourinch
thick acrylic sphere, Itook the plunge
and embarked on one ofthe most
amazing experiencesof my trip—a

dive down to 1,000 feeton board the
DeepSee submarine.

AB) 25 XRAYMAG :54:2013

;

Aswe dipped below the surface, the
confines ofthe sub melted away, and
it wasasif Iwasnow partofmyocean
surmoundings. The optically comected
sphere had a refractive index that neardy
matched the water, and it disappeared
from view once fully submerged. As the
submarine descended, Ilost allperspec-
tive ofdepth in the blue waterand was

TRAVEL

DeepSee submarine venting airbubblesto controlits buoyancy, as it re sur-
faces (left), and docking with its transpo1t, the mothership, Argo, (above);
Fom the sub, a grouperisspotted along a wallat 600-1,000ft (rig ht)

left simply to marvelat the 360-degree
views ofthe pelagic passers by that wan-
dered overfora curiouslook.

The DeepSee submarine holds two
passengersand a piotand iscapable
of diving to depthsof 1,500 feet (450m).
Created by AviKlapfer, the founderof
the Undersea HunterFeet, and Steve
Drogin, realestate developerand pas-
sionate underwaterphotographer,
DeepSee required three yearsofdesign
and developmentin order fortheir vision
to become reality.

Manufactured in San Diego, the sub-
marine fistbegan diving at Cocos kland
in 2006. Deep See is fully outfitted forsci-
entific exploration with an articulated,
manipulatoramm capable of sample
collection and instrument retrieval & is
also outfitted with an external HD video
camera, digitalstllcamerasand an
assortment of 8 HID lights. n addition,
passengersare able to use theirown still
and video cameras from inside the sub-
marine.

The adventure started with a pre-dive
brie fing covering the functions of the
submarine, safety procedures and the
dive parameters. Next, passengers were

outfitted with an official
cotton jumpsuit (imag-
ine a coolerversion of
The Life Aquatic uni-
form, but witho ut the
hats) and comfy socks
to protect the bottom
halfofthe sphere from
scratches. Then it was

Cocos Island

a short walk to the back ofthe mother
ship, Argo, and a simple step into the
cockpit while DeepSee floated on the
surface in herprotective U-shaped cut-

out of the hull

The submarine is unique in that it
canoperate asa boaton the surface
and a sub undemeath, but forlonger
surface joumeysthe supportboat,
TopSee, tows DeepSee out to the
intended dive site. A second piloton
board TopSee helpsto guide the sub-
marine during the dive and ¢ ommuni-

Supportboat, TopSee, appmachesDeepSee submarne, before towing to dive site
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did not getto see a prickly shark. Thisdeep-
waterspeciesisoften encountered on The
Wallatdepthsbelow 800 feet.

Asourjoumey backto the surface
began, we were treated to a schoolof tuna
swimming overhead, followed by several
Galapagossharksin silhouette against the
faint daylight above. k wasa once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity, and Iwassad to see
itcome to an end. Fortunately, there were
many more epic diving adventures around
Cocoskland, and Ilooked forward to getting
backin the water.

Island life
CocosEkland iscovered in lush greenery, trop-
icalforests, mountains and waterfalls. kisper
hapsthe most beautifully, mgged landscape I
have everseen.

Parkrangers give presentations on the

cations are maintained
E— o . . between the surface and
IEFTTO RIGHT Pric kly shark; The bottom-dwel [ St Sl A . | the sub atalltimes.
ing, deep sea jellynose fish; View from inside 1 s ”~ B Yo Aswe reached the
DeepSee submarine of two Galapagossharks £ ; o SIS = sea floorneary 600 feet
overthead atneary 600 feet; Galapagosshark R

PHO'TO €O URTESTY.C

down, the precise hover
and maneuvering capa-
bilities of DeepSee were
puton fulldisplay. Eight
_ electric thrusters, which
e TOE, move the submarine up
S NI GROUE and down, forward and
back and horizontally le ft and right,
controlled the propulsion.

Ourpilot guided usoverthe sandy
bottom to the edge ofa sheer, verti-
caldrop called The Wall. Here several
mobula rays, feeding in the deep
ocean curents, soared above us,
aswe peered down into the abyss.
Breaking ourgaze, DeepSee deftly piv-
oted to face the wall, and we began
ourexploration down to 1,000 feet.

No sunlight reaches these depths,
and the creaturesdown here have
alladapted to living in total darkne ss.
Hiding in the crevices, we saw colorful
anthias, severalspeciesofcrabs, grou-
pers slowly hunting in ourlights and the
bizame looking jellynose fish. Sadly, we

with rainbow runner fish at Dirty Rock (below)

SchoolofMoorsh idolson reef, with a schoolofPacific creolefish overhead
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island’s history, ecosystem, topog-
raphy, Word Heritage Site status
and theireffortsto protect its wild -
life both above and below the
surface. land tours are possble
with coordination by the rang-
ersand offera greatchance to
explore this tropicaloasis.

The routine while on the livea-
board boatincludesthree to four
dives daily, with meals and snacks
in between. Surface intervals are
spent prepping camera gear,
exploring the island’s coastline by
skiff when available and relaxing

ondeck. Bring a good
bookand take advan-
tage ofthe opportuni
ty to make some new
friend s.

Costa Rica

Iwould highly recom-
mend including a
mainland Costa Rican
side trip to yourCocos
land adventure.
There is something for
any outdoorenthusiast, and the
Costa Rican people are incred-
bly warm and
friendly.

Costa Rica
offersa wide
amay of tourst
activities, and
the country has
a diverse geog-
raphy inc luding
mo untains, vo l-
canoes, tropi-
calrain fore sts,
cloud forests
and beaches.
The Pac ific
coastline offers
wond -c la ss surf-

Green iguana, Isle San Jo se
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ing and scuba diving, while the
Carbbean coastboastsgorgeous
tropicalbeaches.

Costa Rica isword-renowned
forits birdwatc hing and but-
te rflie s, inc luding numerous spe-
ciesof hummingbirds. Walking
tours are available in both the
tropicalrain and cloud forests.
Forthe more adventurous, there
are canopy tours and ziplining
excursions. The areas around the
volcanoesoffersecluded resorts,
yoga retreats and mineralhot
springs. Whateveryou choose,
yourCocoskland experience wil
be enriched with the extra time
spent.

TRAVEL

= s
H%:} White tip reef sharks (left) neara cleaning station at Alcyone;

48 3 Common dolphin (above) pormpoising across Pacific Ocean at
twilight; Red-footed booby soars with rminbow overCocos (right);
Mantled howlermonkey feeding in the trees, Ocotal, Guanacaste
(lowerright); Yellow trumpetfish on reefat Submerged Rock (below)

Save me a spot

at the cleaning station
Inow understand why people
revisit Cocos Island again and
again. The big animalencounters
are awe-inspiring, and the rush
one feelsunderwateris addic tive.

Ican still pic ture the fleeting
glmpse Thad on my lastday of
diving at Dirty Rock, asthe doz-
ensof hammerheadsin silho ue tte
overhead faded into the blue
long before Icould even bring
the camera up to my eye, orthe
anticipation Ifelt on the skiff, as
we scrambled to getbackto
the mothership amidst criesof
“Whale shark! Whale shark!” over
the radio, only to amive just as
the rest of the diversand crew
membersclimbed backoutof
the water, stating that we had just
missed her.

ITknow that Iwillretum to Cocos
Iland one day and hope that
you too getthe chance to expern-
ence this magical place. m

The authorextends specialthanks
to the Undersea Hunter Group
(Underseahunter.com), the crew
ofthe Argo, the crew of the

-g:-"ﬁ

DeepSee submarne and
DivEnc ounters Alianc e
(Divencounters.com),

and Blue Abyss Pho to
(Blueabyssphoto.com).

Matthew Meieris a
professional underwa-
terphotographerand
dive writerbased in San
Diego, Califormia. T see
more of his work and to
orderphoto prnts, please
visit: Ma tthe wmeierphoto.
com
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History Eady in the 16th century,
Spain explored and attempted

to colonize Costa Rica, but was
thwarted by severalfactors

inc luding disease from mosquitos,
extreme heat, pirate raids and
resistance by natives. Eventually,
in 1563 in the cooler, fertile cen-
tral highlands, a permanent se ttle -
mentin Cartago was established
and remained a colony forover
250 years. Declaring independ-
ence in 1821, Costa Rica was one
of severalCentral American prov-
mncesjoining forcesto do so. After
a briefinte gration with the United
Provincesof Central America,

a federation which fellapart in
1838, Costa Rica established its
independent sovereignty. laterin
the 19th c entury, two brief pern-
odsofviolent conflict challenged
the developing democracy of
the nation. The country’s armed
forceswasdisbanded in 1949.
Agric ulture remains the largest
economic sector, but tourism and
technology are quickly moving
up. Costa Ricansenjoy a rela-
tively high standard of living and
ownership ofland iswidespread.
Govemment: Democratic repub-
lic. Capital: San Jose

Geography Costa Rica is
located in Central America, bor-
dering both the North Pac ific
Ocean and the Caribbbean
Sea,between Panama and
Nicaragua. Rugged mountains
separate coastal plains. There
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Cocos Island, Costa Rica

are over 100 volc anic
cones, severalof which
are majorvolcanoes. "-";'.
CocosKland islocated o
roug hly 340mi (550km)
west of Costa Rica in the
Eastem Pacific Ocean.
kisaccessble only by
liveaboard dive boats
and requires a 32- to
36-hourtransit to reach
itsisolated loc ation.

Climate Cocoskland
receivesan annualaver-

age rainfallof over 25ft

(7.6m) and it rains every

month of the year. kis

less rainy from January

to March and again

from late September

to October. The raini-

est season is from July to eady
September. The airtemperature is
consiste ntly between 75°F — 86°F
(24°C - 30°C) and the climate is
tropicaland humid. Watertem-
peraturesat Cocoskland are on
average 79°F— 84°F (26°C - 29°C)
and willdip a few degreescooler
below the odd thermocline. A
3-5mm wetsuitisrecommended
fordiving.

Economy Before the global
economic crsisin 2007-8, Costa
Rica enjoyed steady economic
growth. lh 2009, the economy

contracted 1.3% only to resume
yeady growth of around 4.5% in
2010-12. Agric ultural e xp o 1ts like

A\

RIGHT Globalmap

with location of Cocos
Iland off Costa Rica
BEIOW: Map of Costa Rica

Ll

. NICARAGUA

bananas, sugar, coffee and beef
remain the staple exports, while
expansion into various ind ustrial
and specialized agricultural prod-
uctsisbrmadening trade. n addi-
tion, microc hips and otherhigh
value added goodsand services
bolsterexports further. Tb urism is
stila big playerin fosterng for
eign exchange, and ecotoursm
is promoting Costa Rica, with its
immense biodiversity, asa key
destination. Costa Rica’s political
stability, free trade zone incen-
tives, and relative high education
ofitspeople continuesto attract
some of the highest foreign
investment percapita in Latin
America. Even so poverty has

TRAVEL
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e Include increasing legal
1 and ilegalimmigration
of mostly unskilled labor
from Nicaragua, which is
weighing down the social welfare
system, and impediments in pa ss-
ing needed fiscal reform.

Curmrency Costa Ricancolo-
nes (CRC). US dollars and inter
nationalcreditcards are widely
accepted. Exchange rates:
1EUR=643CRC; 1USD=500CRC;
1GBP=757CRC; 1AUD=524CRC

Population 4,695,942 (July
2013 est.) Ethnic groups: white
(and mestizo) 94%, black 3%,
Amerndian 1%, Chinese 1%.
Religions: Roman Catholic 76.3%,
Evangelical 13.7%, Jehovah’s
Witne sses 1.3%, Pro te stant 0.7%.
Inte met users: 1.485 million (2009)

Ianguage Spanish
(official); English is
widely spoken.

Voltage 110
volts, with U.S.
standard 2- and
3-prong plugs.

Cuisine A
staple of Costa
Ric a cuisine is
blackbeansand
rice (gallo pinto). &
isoften served with

fish, poultry ormeat
and usually accompanies

eggsforbreakfast. The food

is generally quite healthy and
often served with fruit and/orveg-
etables. Portions are modest, and
lunch is typic ally the largest meal
ofthe day.

Tipping Tpping is customary.
A10% service fee isoften added
at higherend restaurants. Tip

an additional 10% forexcep-
tionalservice. Shuttle drivers, dive
guidesand boatcrewmembers
are typically tipped atleast 10%.

Driving Vehiclestravelon the
right side ofthe mad. Fyou rent a
car,you may use yourhome driv-
erslicense orapply foran inter
nationalone. The main mads are
in good shape and wellpaved.

Decompression chamber
The nearest hyperbaric chamber
islocated on the mainland in the
capitalcity of San Jose. There are
no chamberfaciltieson Cocos.

Travel/ Visa Vald passport
required. Visasnotrequired for
most US.,, Canadian, EU. and
Japanese citizens. Departure tax
is US$29.

Juan Santamara Intemational
Airport (SJO) in San Jose is the
mo st convenient fortravelto
CocosEkland. The liveaboard dive
boatstypically provide shuttles
from San Jose to Puntarenas,
where guestsboard the boatsfor
theirlong transit overto the island.

Web sites

Costa Rica Tourism
www.visitcostarica.com

SOURCES: US. CIA WORID FACTBOOK
UNDERSEAHUNTER.C O M, WIKIPEDIA.O RG

Massive, polarized schoolofbigeye jacksin blue waterat Dirty Rock
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Canadian Diving

Iocated between

the lowerpart of
VancouverIsland and
Mainland Vancouver
in the Strait of
Georgia, the Southem
Gulf Islands of British
Columbia, Canada,
are made up ofover
12 large islands and
several smallerones.
The larger, more

populated islands are
accessible by taking
an auto ferry from the

Mainland to Nanaimo
or to Sidney, just north
of Victoria. Visitors
can spend a day or
several exploring by
car, bike or hiking.

The se islands o ffe r visito 1s
unique crafts from local
artisans, excellent vineyards
(many with restaurants) and
an amay ofcoastalactivi-
ties. One such waterac tivity
rapidly gaining populanty
is scuba diving, which can
easily be done on a year
round basis.

Red Habellina nudibranch
at West Race Wall




Tgerrockfish near
Wolf EelDen in
Po ie r Pa ss

-

British Colynbia

T getherwith busine ss partner,
Jessie Kunce, Pinnacle Scuba
Adventures hasbeenin operation
forabout three years. Scott also
said, “Ourmost populardive sites
are three separate sites around
Race Rocks (Victoria area). The
first site and probably the most well
known is We st Race Wall This site is
an amazing wallcovered in macro
life —from spongesand softcorals
to basket stars and sculpins. Eisan
amazing dive site with almo st imit-
lesslife and iscomparable to popu-
larsite s like Bro wning Wallin Port
Hardy orRow and Be Dammed on
Quadra kland in Campbell River.

“The second site is Helicopter
Rock. Thisis the best place to exper-
ence sea lionsin alltheirglory! You
with assistance in can dive otherpartsofRace Rocks
amanging or forencountersbut Helicopterreally
will provide isthe best. kisa shallow dive with a
accommo - huge kelp forest, at times with more
dations. Top than a hundred sea lions! K'sall
this with a about the interaction between them
commonly and the divers. Iconstantly referto
mild coastal them asbig puppy dogs—playful
clmate, and inquisitive. 's hard forme to
frie nd ly descrbe the feeling Igetafteryears
people and of being in the water with them.

There are severaldive char
teroperators servicing the
Southem Gulf klands, offer
ing two-tank day charters,

¥t you have the When Itake someone, ora group et -
s - Ovancoﬁver ma}ldngs of'a ofdivers with me and we are bom- | g
N relaxing BC dive

Vancouver i getaway. ‘
Lland ' : PADIMaste r Dive

Instruc tor, Sc o tt Ste venson,
from Pinnacle Scuba
Adventures hasbeen div-
ing in the area forover

18 years. “We accom-
modate alllevelsof diving
from beginnerto rebreather
and technical” exclaimed
Scott. “We wilmeet divers

orpickpeople up asneed- o
ed. Every group is different
and we try to give each ar—— =
: person the best experience —_—
Iocation of Southem Gulf Klands on satellite both above and below the barded with sea Lons, the squealsof
map of Vancouverkland, British Columbia, water” joy underthe waterand the smiles
Canada, and onglbalmap Severallighthousescan be seen throughout the region; Frosted nudibranch at Race Roc ks (le ft inse t)
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Adventures Down Under

360-676-4177
www.adventuresdownunder.com

Bellingham,Washington, USA
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Dive Charters in
Washington & British Columbia
Rentals - Retail Sales - Repairs
Rebreather & Technical Diving
Air - Nitrox - Mixed Gas - Argon

Colourful tubewormm at West Race Wall (top left); Divers (above( prepare to
descend in Porier Pass; Wolfeel peeking out from its den in Po rlie r Pa ss (rig ht)

on the surface are alwaysawesome.
“The third site is Great Race, where the
lighthouse is. The smallbay where the
boatlaunchislocated isthe best place
to dive. Thisisa common hangout forsea
lions; however, the bottom iscovered in
colorfulbrmoding anemones, lots of rock-
fish and greenling, aswellasa few resi-
dentwolfeelsand octopus.”
Asanaccomplished underwaterpho-
tographerand dive guide, Scott enjoys
West Race Wall forits dive rsity o f life and
greatcolors:
“The amount of fish and inve rte -
brate life mspire me; Isimply love shoot-
ing there. Thisisone of my personalfavor
itesThave dived many times and stil get
excited every time Igo out there.”
Pinnacle’sdive boatis 32 feetlong,
handling eight diversand isequipped
with a cabin, camera rinse bin and toi

let. Theirrange stretc hes
from Victoria to Sidney and
Saanich Inlet and even
around to Port Renfrew, on
the west side of Vancouver
kland.

“Fa group wants to dive
a particularplace, we wil
take the boatto wherev-
erthey wantto go,” added
Scott. “We pride ourselve s
onourcustomerserwice,
localdive site knowledge
and versatilty. We don’t
offerrentals, however, we
have very good relationships
with the localshopsand
believe thatclentscan get
what they need from the shops.”

When asked what otherdive sites Scott
like s to take his clients to, he replied:

“Swordfish kland isa very unique dive.
The south end ofthe island hasa natural-
ly formed tunnelapproximately 60ft long,
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CIOCKWISE FROM ABO VE: Divers
explore the interiorof 737 aifframe;
SSDelNorte wreckage in Potrlier
Pass; Chemainus 737 anframe is
enc rusted with life

20ft wide and about 20ft deep.
Because ofthe large amount

of cument flow in this area the

tunnelis filled with life—red soft

coral bonoding and plumose
anemones, roc kfish and nudi-

branchs. We also have several wrec ks in
the area otherthan the onesin Sidney.
The Swordfish and the Bamard Castle
are two often requested due to their
age and unique pieces still left on the
bottom.”

Chemainus

Anotherdive charterservice with the
option of accommodationsis the joint
effotsof CedarBeach Indge and 49"
Parallelin the Chemainusarea, south of
Nanaimo. Andy and Virginia lamb run
the quaint bed-and-bre akfast on Thetis
Ikland offering divers and theirtraveling
companionsa quiet seaside environ-
ment with excellent views. The lodge has
a drying mom forgearand a hottub for
afterthe dives.

The dive charterportion of the rela-
tionship isconducted by Peterluc kham
and his wife Smone. With over 12 years
ofdiving experience, Petertenders pro-
fessionalday adventures in Stuart and
Trinc omali Channels, which also include
current dependent site s in Po rlie r Pass
(the Point Gray, the Peggy Mc Neill,

Alcala Wall).

Currently 49% Parallel
usesa 17-footboat,
accommodating four
divers with two dives
perday.

“Petercan still ser-
vice allthe usualsite s,
informs Andy Lamb,
“Butcan actually and
efficiently go farther
due to the smaller fast-
erboat.”

Andy also told us he
like s the underwater
visibility be st in the fall
and winter months
but assures it is usually
good from late June
through February too.

One ofthe many
wreck dive selections Wayne and I
enjoyed wasthe wreck ofthe SSDel
Norte, at Canoe Klet in Po e r Pa ss. This
historic vesselwasa 190-footlong side-
wheelpassengersteamerthat went
down in 1868. Although there isnot

2

muc h struc ture left of the ship, youcan
stll make out the paddle wheel, cov-
ered with life, nourished from the high
cuments in the area. Of course, we wait-
ed until the curmrent stopped to dive!
Anothersite my daughterTallen really

—rm—y

Diverchecksout whatisleft of the SSDel Nortessidewheel
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SOME OF THE MOST

seas and lakes of
British Columbia

Find giant Pacific octopus,
wolf eels, six gill sharks,
CIOCKWISEFROM IEFT CedarBeach Bed and Breakfast on Thetis sland; Painte d soft corals, huge cloud sponges,

anemone found near'Thetis sland; Sunset view from CedarBeach Bed and Bre akfast; large red sea fans,
Andy Iamb and PeterIuckham offerdive chartersin the Chemainusarea
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wrecks and artificial reefs

COME AND VISIT US
AT THE TACOMA DIVE
& TRAVEL EXPO AND
PICK UP A WRECK
TREK PASSPORT!

April 20-21st
Tacoma, Washington
Booth 224

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE!
www.diveindustrybc.com

liked was wreckofthe Point Gray, a 105- 'Topside excursions a grain ofrice! The thin delicate strands

footlong steeltugboatthatran aground When we finished ourdiving we decided hung by the hundreds from within her

in 1949. The tug liesupside down in Podier to checkoutthe Shaw Ocean Centre in 1mcky den on the ceiling. In the wid we

Passat Virmgo Rock, blending in with the Sidney. This small public Aquarium was have photographed octopuseggs with

naturalkelp forest sumounding it. On her completed in June of 2009 housing 87 visible eyesin them! it was quite a treat

dive she observed huge lingcod, tiny tonsofseawaterin 17 aquarium habi to see some of the fish we were diving

Puget Sound king crabsand empty sea tats. Resident critters on display represent with the day before.

urc hin shells. What wasleft of the remain- marine life found living in this region. Two

ing struc ture, including a few propeller ofourfavourtes were a wolf-eeland a Sidney . ; -
blades, were coated with an assortment giant Pacific octopus. At the time ofour Wrecksin the Sidney area include the GB f 2 Bl Coltart'and Lee Newman
of nvertebrate life! visit the octopus wastending to a mass Churc h and the retired HMCS Ma c ke nzie, 3

ofeggs. Eachegg wasno biggerthan both placed asartificialreefs. The 175- Diver Tallen Patric k with her treasure of urc hin
skele tons
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foot freighter GB Churc h sits
upright in 65-99 feetof wateron
the east side of Portland kland,
scuttled in 1991.

During the earddy spring months,
divers may find lingcod orcabe-
zon guarding clustersofeggson
the decksofthe GBChurch and
quite often octopuses underthe
hullon the bottom nearthe bow.
Thave alwaysbeen fortunate
to find severaldifferent typesof
nudibranc hs and sculpins on this
wreck. A divercan easily swim
the length ofthe ship and even
have time to check out the pro-
pelleraswell

The 366-foot Mackenzie was
scuttled in 1995 and rests upright
in 50-105 feet of wateroff Rum
land. We have experenced
cumrentson severaldives here,
causing usto selectcalmer
slack-current dive times (when
the waterstopsto change direc-
tion). As with the Nanaimo reefs
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CIOCKWISE FROM IEFT Zanthids around huge rock
scallop; Sydney to Vancouverrun on BC Femies;
Wayne Grant searchesforcritterson reefnear

Sidney; Vic toria is the capitalcity of Britsh Columbia;

Wayne reachesup to octopusoneggsat Shaw
Ocean Discovery Centre in Sidney

of steel the
Ma c ke nzie
isfullof

re sid e nt
marine life,
except
these tend
to thrive n
the flow of
c urre nts.

During ourtrp to the Sidney
area we stayed atthe Sidney
PierHoteland Spa. Ifound the
hotelstaffto be very helpful
with localdinning and ac tiv-
ity advice, and we liked

the factthe hotel

engaged in
e arth-friendly
practices,
committed to
eco-friendly
susta ina bility.
Ano therexhil-
arating ac tivity
in the southem
re gion is zip lin-
ing. Adrena
Line offers tree-
top excitement
above 100 lush
acresofdiverse
temperate
rainfore st in the
Sooke area.
When Ibrought

my teenage granddaughterfor
a visit, we were treated to a day
of ziplining through the treetops.
What a blast!

Notlong afterwe checked
out Wid Play near Nanaimo, this
time with my teenage grand-
son. Nanaimo’slocation offered
a fourlevel obstacle
course in the
trees to ; tra -

verse.

Again, we spent the whole day
having a wonderful time of
bonding. Places like this provide
awesome activities to do with
family members who do not
dive.

Afte rthoughts

With the amountofdives pos-
sible and the varied loc ations
found in the Southem Gulf
klandsregion, Iwould advise
severaltripsovertime to see it
all. Since we usually traveldur
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ing off-season when waterclar
ity isatits best, weathercan be
a challenge. Communic ating
with the dive and touroperators
before you leave will assure you
have a good experience upon
arrival. m

Associate editorand under-
waterphotographerBarm Roy
and Wayne Grant are dive
wrters based near Vancouver,
Canada.




