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Cocos Island
Costa Rica’s

— An Epic Pelagic Adventure
Te xt a nd  p ho to s b y Ma tthe w Me ie r
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travel Coc os Isla nd

Tuc ke d be hind roc ks at 90 fe e t, 
my fe llow dive rs and I we re  ge t-
ting  re stle ss hoping  for a  visit 
from hamme rhe ads or one  of 
the  re side nt tige r sharks, ne ithe r 
of whic h we re  c oope rating . The  
dive  maste r motione d for the  
group to follow, as he  he ade d 
to anothe r c le aning  station and 
pe rhaps be tte r luc k. As I turne d 
to make  sure  the  vide ogra -
phe r to my right got the  signal, 
I saw him kic king  in the  oppo-
site  dire c tion to de e pe r wate r. 
Figuring  he  saw some thing  worth 
pursuing , I swam blindly a fte r 
him through the  haze  of a  shim-
me ring  the rmoc line . Eme rging  
out the  othe r side  onto the  
sandy bottom at 104 fe e t, I was 
staring  at my ve ry first tige r shark 
as it swam past the  vide ogra-
phe r and stra ight towards me . 

Instinc tive ly re ve rsing  c o urse  in sho c k 

a nd  with a  slig ht p uc ke r fa c to r, I no t so  

g ra c e fully stumb le d  b a c kwa rd s o ve r 

so me  ro c ks a nd  fe ll fla t o n my b utt. So  

muc h fo r tho se  a ma zing  tig e r sha rk p ho -

to s I ha d  e nvisio ne d  while  sta ring  with 

a ntic ip a tio n into  the  b lue . 

 Ha p p ily a ll wa s no t lo st, the  sha rk 

turne d  a b o ve  me , se e ming ly o b livio us 

to  my p lig ht, a nd  c o ntinue d  o n a  wid e  

c irc le  tha t wo uld  b ring  it a ro und  fo r 

a no the r p a ss b e twe e n the  vid e o g ra p he r 

a nd  myse lf. This time  I ma na g e d  to  ke e p  

myse lf up rig ht a nd  c a p ture d  a  p ho to  

o f the  tig e r a s it slo wly swa m p a st the  

vid e o g ra p he r—tig e r sha rk 1, p ho to g ra -

p he r 1.

 Suc h is the  d iving  a t Co c o s Isla nd , 

whe re  p e rio d s o f wa iting  a re  p unc tu-

a te d  b y he a rt-sto p p ing  b ig  a nima l inte r-

a c tio ns. 

Coc os Isla nd
Co c o s Isla nd , o r Isla  d e l Co c o  a s it is 

kno wn lo c a lly, first b e c a me  p a rt o f 

Co sta  Ric a  in 1832. It is uninha b ite d , 

e xc e p t fo r a  sma ll g ro up  o f na tio na l 

p a rk ra ng e rs. The  isla nd  b e c a me  a  

Co sta  Ric a n na tio na l p a rk in 1978 a nd  

wa s d e sig na te d  a  Wo rld  He rita g e  Site  

b y UNESCO in 1997. The  ma rine  zo ne  

a ro und  Co c o s Isla nd  wa s a d d e d  to  

the  Wo rld  He rita g e  Site  d e sig na tio n in 

2002. Le g e nd  sta te s tha t o ve r the  ye a rs, 

nume ro us p ira te s b urie d  tre a sure  o n 

Co c o s Isla nd , tho ug h d e sp ite  se ve ra l 

e xte nsive  se a rc he s, no ne  ha s b e e n 

re c o ve re d . 

 Irre g ula r in sha p e , Co c o s Isla nd  ha s a n 

a re a  o f a p p ro xima te ly 9.2 sq ua re  mile s 

(23.85 sq u km). Co c o s is te c to nic  a nd  

vo lc a nic  in o rig in, p rima rily c o mp o se d  o f 

b a sa lt. The  isla nd  is inc re d ib ly g re e n a nd  

lush d ue  to  its we t c lima te  a nd  is c o v-

e re d  in tro p ic a l fo re sts a nd  c lo ud  fo re sts 

a t e le va tio ns a b o ve  500m. The  c lo ud  

fo re st e c o syste m is uniq ue  to  Co c o s 

Sc a llo p e d  ha mme rhe a d  sha rk 

(le ft) b e ing  c le a ne d  b y b a rb e rfish 

a t Alc yo ne ; G uine a fo wl p uffe r o n 

re e f (a b o ve )

PREVIOUS PAG E: Ag g re g a tio n o f 

b lue  a nd  g o ld  sna p p e rs, whip p e r 

sna p p e rs a nd  b urrito  g runts fill the  

o p e ning  o f a  la rg e  und e rwa te r 

c a ve  a t Sub me rg e d  Ro c k

Re d -fo o te d  b o o b y lo o ks d o wn fro m its p e rc h (le ft); Pa lm tre e s le a n o ut o ve r ro c ky c liffs (a b o ve ) 
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Isla nd  a nd  d o e s no t e xist o n a ny 

o the r isla nd  in the  Ea ste rn Pa c ific  

Oc e a n. O f the  fo ur mo unta in 

p e a ks o n the  isla nd , the  hig he st is 

Ce rro  Ig le sia s a t 2,080 ft (634m). 

The  mo unta ino us la nd sc a p e  a nd  

a b und a nt ra infa ll c re a te s d o z-

e ns o f wa te rfa lls, whic h d ra in o ff 

e ve ry sid e  o f the  isla nd .

Ric h ma rine  life
Co c o s is p e rha p s b e st kno wn fo r 

its sha rks, with hund re d s o f sc ho o l-

ing  sc a llo p e d  ha mme rhe a d  a nd  

silky sha rks, innume ra b le  white tip  

re e f sha rks, G a la p a g o s, silve rtip  

a nd  no w tig e r sha rks. It is a lso  no t 

unc o mmo n to  se e  wha le  sha rks, 

ma nta  ra ys a nd  d o lp hins. The  fish 

life  he re  is inc re d ib ly a b und a nt 

a nd  the  ma in re a so n the se  a p e x 

p re d a to rs a re  so  p re va le nt. 

 Sig hting s o f ja c ks a nd  sna p p e rs 

in sc ho o ls tha t b lo c k o ut the  sun 

a re  ro utine . The  a mp le  ma rine  

life  surro und ing  Co c o s Isla nd  

is a ttra c te d  to  the  nutrie nt-ric h 

o c e a n c urre nts tha t swirl a ro und  

this sma ll isla nd  340 mile s we st o f 

Co sta  Ric a  in the  Ea ste rn Pa c ific  

Oc e a n. 

 Ac c e ssib le  o nly b y live a b o a rd  

d ive  b o a t, this re mo te  isla nd  

re q uire s a  32- to  

36-ho ur tra nsit 

a c ro ss p o te ntia lly 

a ng ry se a s fo r the  

p rivile g e  o f d iving  

this ho ly g ra il o f 

p e la g ic  e nc o unte rs. 

Onc e  in the  wa te r, 

the  c urre nts c a n 

b e  fie rc e  a nd  mo re  

tha n o nc e  I ha d  to  

p ull myse lf d o wn 

the  mo o ring  line  just 

to  g e t to  a  d ive  site . 

 The  ma jo rity o f 

the  d iving  is d e e p , 

ta king  p la c e  

b e twe e n 60 to  90 

fe e t a nd  nitro x is 

re c o mme nd e d  fo r 

e xtra  b o tto m time . 

Re b re a the rs a re  

a lso  ve ry use ful if 

a va ila b le  a nd  yo u 

a re  p ro p e rly c e rtifie d . 

 Diving  a t Co c o s Isla nd  c a n b e  

a b so lute ly ma g ic a l, b ut this is no t 

a  d e stina tio n fo r b e g inne rs o r the  

fa int o f he a rt. Dive rs tha t ve nture  

he re  sho uld  b e  c o mfo rta b le  with 

the ir b uo ya nc y in b lue  wa te r a nd  

c a p a b le  o f ho ld ing  o nto  ro c ks 

a t d e p th so  a s no t to  b e  b lo wn 

a wa y b y the  stro ng  c urre nts.

 Cle a ning  sta tio ns e xist a t se v-

e ra l o f the  d ive  site s a nd  a re  a  

ma jo r a ttra c tio n fo r vie wing  sha rks. 

Suc c e ssful inte ra c tio ns a t c le a ning  

travel Coc os

CLOCKWISE FROM 

FAR LEFT: Sc a llo p e d  

ha mme rhe a d  sha rk 

with Pa c ific  c re o le -

fish; Tig e r sha rk swim-

ming  p a st a n und e r-

wa te r vid e o g ra p he r; 

G o ld rim surg e o nfish 

a nd  ra zo r surg e o n-

fish fo ra g e  fo r fo o d ; 

Pa ir o f o c to p us 

o n the  ro c ky re e f 

a p p e a r to  b e  ma t-

ing
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sta tio ns re q uire  a  c o lla b o ra tive  

g ro up  e ffo rt. Dive rs ne e d  to  hide  

a mo ng st the  ro c ks, do ing  the ir 

b e st to  c o ntro l the ir b re a thing  

a nd  wa it pa tie ntly fo r the  sha rks 

to  c o me  in c lo se  to  b e  c le a ne d  

b y the  ling e ring  a ng e l a nd  b a r-

b e rfish. Mo st c le a ning  sta tio ns 

a re  a t 90 to  100 fe e t, limiting  the  

a mo unt o f d ive  time  fo r a ll the  

p ie c e s to  fa ll into  p la c e , a nd  it 

o nly ta ke s o ne  d ive r swimming  

up  in the  wa te r c o lumn o r wo rse , 

swimming  thro ug h the  c le a ning  

sta tio n to  ke e p  the  sha rks a wa y. 

 I e xp e rie nc e d  id yllic  c o nd itio ns 

a t Alc yo ne  d ive  site  while  wa tc h-

ing  a  sc a llo p e d  ha mme rhe a d  

a p p ro a c h o ut o f the  b lue  a nd  

swim d ire c tly to wa rd s me . As I 

he ld  my 

c o lle c tive  

b re a th, 

a t le a st 

a  d o ze n 

b a rb e rfish 

swo o p e d  in to  c le a n o ff p a ra -

site s a nd  b its o f d e a d  skin. Just a s 

the  ha mme rhe a d  b e g a n to  turn 

a wa y, I ma na g e d  to  c a p ture  a  

p ho to  d o c ume nting  this c la ssic  

c le a ning  sta tio n b e ha vio r.

 No t a ll d iving  a t Co c o s Isla nd  

invo lve s lying  in wa it a t c le a n-

ing  sta tio ns. The re  a re  se ve ra l 

und e rwa te r swim-thro ug hs fille d  

with fish, ma rb le d  ra ys a nd  

white tip  re e f sha rks to  e xp lo re . 

Ro c ky re e fs a re  te a ming  with life  

inc lud ing  sp iny lo b ste r, o c to p us, 

urc hins, se a  sta rs a nd  nume ro us 

re e f fish. Se a  turtle s c ruise  p a st 

in the  b lue  wa te r, a nd  hug e  

sc ho o ls o f fish a p p e a r witho ut 

wa rning , o fte n swimming  c irc le s 

a ro und  yo u o r swirling  into  a  

g ig a ntic  und e rwa te r to rna d o . If 

yo u a re  luc ky, yo u ma y a lso  find  

a n e nd e mic  Co c o ’ s b a tfish o r 

o ra ng e  Co mme rso n’ s fro g fish.

travel Coc os Isla nd

Sp o tte d  e a g le  ra y (le ft) a t Sub me rg e d  Ro c k; Wa te rfa ll (a b o ve ) 

c a sc a d ing  o ff Co c o s Isla nd  in the  ra iny se a so n

Ma ssive  sc ho o l o f b ig e ye  ja c ks (le ft) fo rm swirl-

ing  to rna d o  o ve r 60 fe e t hig h a t Dirty Ro c k; 

Co mme rso n’ s fro g fish (a b o ve ) a t Ma nue lita  

Cha nne l; White tip  re e f sha rk (lo we r le ft) re sting  

und e r o ve rha ng , surro und e d  b y Pa c ific  c re o le fish
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travel Coc os Isla nd

White tip re e f sha rks
Fo r the  truly a d ve nturo us, a  nig ht d ive  

with the  white tip  re e f sha rks a t Ma nue lita  

d ive  site  is a  must. Dro p p ing  into  the  

wa te r a fte r the  se tting  sun, I switc he d  

o n my d ive  lig ht a nd  trie d  to  re me mb e r 

the  d ive  ma ste r’ s instruc tio ns. We  we re  

to  sta y a s a  g ro up , using  o ur fla shlig hts in 

uniso n, hig hlig hting  a  p a rtic ula r re e f fish 

in ho p e s tha t we  a ttra c te d  the  la rg e r 

b la c k ja c k fish to  fe e d . 

 Bla c k ja c ks a re  e ffic ie nt hunte rs, fa st 

a nd  ma ne uve ra b le , a nd  the  white tip  

re e f sha rks fo llo w the m, a s the y hunt a t 

nig ht in se a rc h o f fo o d . It turns o ut the  

sha rks a re  no t ve ry g o o d  a t hunting  o n 

the ir o wn, b ut the y ha ve  mo re  suc c e ss 

se a rc hing  fo r fo o d  whe n the y rush in 

b y the  d o ze ns o nc e  a  b la c k ja c k ha s 

c runc he d  d o wn o n a  fish. 

 The  a c tio n ta ke s p la c e  me re  inc he s 

a b o ve  the  c o ra l re e f, a nd  it is truly a  

sig ht to  b e ho ld , a s d o ze ns o f sha rks p a c k 

hunt d ire c tly b e ne a th yo u. I wa s te mp t-

e d  to  g e t d o wn o n the ir le ve l a nd  e xp e -

rie nc e  the  rush, a s the y swa rm p a st, b ut 

we  ha d  b e e n wa rne d  a b o ut b e c o ming  

p re y o urse lve s, a nd  so  I sta ye d  slig htly 

a b o ve  the  fra y. 

 Fro m e xp e rie nc e , I ha ve  le a rne d  tha t 

it is a lso  p rud e nt to  lo o k b e hind  yo urse lf 

o nc e  in a  while , a s yo u flo a t a lo ng  in 

to ta l d a rkne ss, just in c a se  o ne  o f the  

la rg e r sp e c ie s o f sha rks, whic h yo u we re  

so  e a g e r to  se e  d uring  the  d a y, c o me s 

to  inve stig a te  the  c o mmo tio n a t nig ht. 

Ta ils o f se ve ra l re sting  white tip  re e f sha rks p o ke  o ut o f a  ho le  in the  ro c ky re e f

White tip  re e f sha rks (Tria e n-
o d o n o b e sus) p a c k hunt-

ing  a t nig ht; Ma rb le d  ra y 

(Ta e niura  me ye ri) re sting  o n 

ro c ky re e f (rig ht)
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White tip  re e f sha rk 

re sting  o n the  ro c ky 

re e f d uring  the  d a y
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De e pSe e  subma rine
Ano the r e xhila ra ting  wa y to  se e  the  

und e rse a  wo rld  a t Co c o s is in a  sub ma -

rine . Lo c ke d  se c ure ly insid e  a  fo ur-inc h 

thic k a c rylic  sp he re , I to o k the  p lung e  

a nd  e mb a rke d  o n o ne  o f the  mo st 

a ma zing  e xp e rie nc e s o f my trip —a  

d ive  d o wn to  1,000 fe e t o n b o a rd  the  

De e p Se e  sub ma rine . 

 As we  d ip p e d  b e lo w the  surfa c e , the  

c o nfine s o f the  sub  me lte d  a wa y, a nd  

it wa s a s if I wa s no w p a rt o f my o c e a n 

surro und ing s. The  o p tic a lly c o rre c te d  

sp he re  ha d  a  re fra c tive  ind e x tha t ne a rly 

ma tc he d  the  wa te r, a nd  it d isa p p e a re d  

fro m vie w o nc e  fully sub me rg e d . As the  

sub ma rine  d e sc e nd e d , I lo st a ll p e rsp e c -

tive  o f d e p th in the  b lue  wa te r a nd  wa s 

le ft simp ly to  ma rve l a t the  360-d e g re e  

vie ws o f the  p e la g ic  p a sse rs b y tha t wa n-

d e re d  o ve r fo r a  c urio us lo o k. 

 The  De e p Se e  sub ma rine  ho ld s two  

p a sse ng e rs a nd  a  p ilo t a nd  is c a p a b le  

o f d iving  to  d e p ths o f 1,500 fe e t (450m). 

Cre a te d  b y Avi Kla p fe r, the  fo und e r o f 

the  Und e rse a  Hunte r Fle e t, a nd  Ste ve  

Dro g in, re a l e sta te  d e ve lo p e r a nd  p a s-

sio na te  und e rwa te r p ho to g ra p he r, 

De e p Se e  re q uire d  thre e  ye a rs o f d e sig n 

a nd  d e ve lo p me nt in o rd e r fo r the ir visio n 

to  b e c o me  re a lity. 

 Ma nufa c ture d  in Sa n Die g o , the  sub -

ma rine  first b e g a n d iving  a t Co c o s Isla nd  

in 2006. De e p Se e  is fully o utfitte d  fo r sc i-

e ntific  e xp lo ra tio n with a n a rtic ula te d , 

ma nip ula to r a rm c a p a b le  o f sa mp le  

c o lle c tio n a nd  instrume nt re trie va l. It is 

a lso  o utfitte d  with a n e xte rna l HD vid e o  

c a me ra , d ig ita l still c a me ra s a nd  a n 

a sso rtme nt o f 8 HID lig hts. In a d d itio n, 

p a sse ng e rs a re  a b le  to  use  the ir o wn still 

a nd  vid e o  c a me ra s fro m insid e  the  sub -

ma rine . 

 The  a d ve nture  sta rte d  with a  p re -d ive  

b rie fing  c o ve ring  the  func tio ns o f the  

sub ma rine , sa fe ty p ro c e d ure s a nd  the  

d ive  p a ra me te rs. Ne xt, p a sse ng e rs we re  

o utfitte d  with a n o ffic ia l 

c o tto n jump suit (ima g -

ine  a  c o o le r ve rsio n o f 

The  Life  Aq ua tic  uni-

fo rm, b ut witho ut the  

ha ts) a nd  c o mfy so c ks 

to  p ro te c t the  b o tto m 

ha lf o f the  sp he re  fro m 

sc ra tc he s. The n it wa s 

a  sho rt wa lk to  the  b a c k o f the  mo the r 

ship , Arg o , a nd  a  simp le  ste p  into  the  

c o c kp it while  De e p Se e  flo a te d  o n the  

surfa c e  in he r p ro te c tive  U-sha p e d  c ut-

o ut o f the  hull. 

 The  sub ma rine  is uniq ue  in tha t it 

c a n o p e ra te  a s a  b o a t o n the  surfa c e  

a nd  a  sub  und e rne a th, b ut fo r lo ng e r 

surfa c e  jo urne ys the  sup p o rt b o a t, 

To p Se e , to ws De e p Se e  o ut to  the  

inte nd e d  d ive  site . A se c o nd  p ilo t o n 

b o a rd  To p Se e  he lp s to  g uid e  the  sub -

ma rine  d uring  the  d ive  a nd  c o mmuni-

travel Coc os Isla nd

De e pSe e  sub ma rine  ve nting  a ir b ub b le s to  c o ntro l its b uo ya nc y, a s it re sur-

fa c e s (le ft), a nd  do c king  with its tra nspo rt, the  mo the r ship , Arg o , (a b o ve ); 

Fro m the  sub , a  g ro upe r is spo tte d  a lo ng  a  wa ll a t 600-1,000ft (rig ht)

Sup p o rt b o a t, To p Se e , a p p ro a c he s De e p Se e  sub ma rine , b e fo re  to wing  to  d ive  site
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c a tio ns a re  ma inta ine d  

b e twe e n the  surfa c e  a nd  

the  sub  a t a ll time s.

 As we  re a c he d  the  

se a  flo o r ne a rly 600 fe e t 

d o wn, the  p re c ise  ho ve r 

a nd  ma ne uve ring  c a p a -

b ilitie s o f De e p Se e  we re  

p ut o n full d isp la y. Eig ht 

e le c tric  thruste rs, whic h 

mo ve  the  sub ma rine  up  

a nd  d o wn, fo rwa rd  a nd  

b a c k a nd  ho rizo nta lly le ft a nd  rig ht, 

c o ntro lle d  the  p ro p ulsio n. 

 Our p ilo t g uid e d  us o ve r the  sa nd y 

b o tto m to  the  e d g e  o f a  she e r, ve rti-

c a l d ro p  c a lle d  The  Wa ll. He re  se ve ra l 

mo b ula  ra ys, fe e d ing  in the  d e e p  

o c e a n c urre nts, so a re d  a b o ve  us, 

a s we  p e e re d  d o wn into  the  a b yss. 

Bre a king  o ur g a ze , De e p Se e  d e ftly p iv-

o te d  to  fa c e  the  wa ll, a nd  we  b e g a n 

o ur e xp lo ra tio n d o wn to  1,000 fe e t. 

 No  sunlig ht re a c he s the se  d e p ths, 

a nd  the  c re a ture s d o wn he re  ha ve  

a ll a d a p te d  to  living  in to ta l d a rkne ss. 

Hid ing  in the  c re vic e s, we  sa w c o lo rful 

a nthia s, se ve ra l sp e c ie s o f c ra b s, g ro u-

p e rs slo wly hunting  in o ur lig hts a nd  the  

b iza rre  lo o king  je llyno se  fish. Sa d ly, we  

d id  no t g e t to  se e  a  p ric kly sha rk. This d e e p -

wa te r sp e c ie s is o fte n e nc o unte re d  o n The  

Wa ll a t d e p ths b e lo w 800 fe e t. 

 As o ur jo urne y b a c k to  the  surfa c e  

b e g a n, we  we re  tre a te d  to  a  sc ho o l o f tuna  

swimming  o ve rhe a d , fo llo we d  b y se ve ra l 

G a la p a g o s sha rks in silho ue tte  a g a inst the  

fa int d a ylig ht a b o ve . It wa s a  o nc e -in-a -

life time  o p p o rtunity, a nd  I wa s sa d  to  se e  

it c o me  to  a n e nd . Fo rtuna te ly, the re  we re  

ma ny mo re  e p ic  d iving  a d ve nture s a ro und  

Co c o s Isla nd , a nd  I lo o ke d  fo rwa rd  to  g e tting  

b a c k in the  wa te r.

Isla nd life
Co c o s Isla nd  is c o ve re d  in lush g re e ne ry, tro p -

ic a l fo re sts, mo unta ins a nd  wa te rfa lls. It is p e r-

ha p s the  mo st b e a utifully, rug g e d  la nd sc a p e  I 

ha ve  e ve r se e n. 

 Pa rk ra ng e rs g ive  p re se nta tio ns o n the  

travel Coc os Isla nd

LEFT TO RIG HT: Pric kly sha rk; The  b o tto m-d we ll-

ing , d e e p  se a  je llyno se  fish; Vie w fro m insid e  

De e p Se e  sub ma rine  o f two  G a la p a g o s sha rks 

o ve rhe a d  a t ne a rly 600 fe e t; G a la p a g o s sha rk 

with ra inb o w runne r fish a t Dirty Ro c k (b e lo w)

Sc ho o l o f Mo o rish id o ls o n re e f, with a  sc ho o l o f Pa c ific  c re o le fish o ve rhe a d  

PHOTO COURTESTY OF DEEPSEE, UNDERSEA HUNTER G ROUP

PHOTO COURTESY OF DEEPSEE, UNDERSEA HUNTER G ROUP
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isla nd ’ s histo ry, e c o syste m, to p o g -

ra p hy, Wo rld  He rita g e  Site  sta tus 

a nd  the ir e ffo rts to  p ro te c t its wild -

life  b o th a b o ve  a nd  b e lo w the  

surfa c e . La nd  to urs a re  p o ssib le  

with c o o rd ina tio n b y the  ra ng -

e rs a nd  o ffe r a  g re a t c ha nc e  to  

e xp lo re  this tro p ic a l o a sis. 

 The  ro utine  while  o n the  live a -

b o a rd  b o a t inc lud e s thre e  to  fo ur 

d ive s d a ily, with me a ls a nd  sna c ks 

in b e twe e n. Surfa c e  inte rva ls a re  

sp e nt p re p p ing  c a me ra  g e a r, 

e xp lo ring  the  isla nd ’ s c o a stline  b y 

skiff whe n a va ila b le  a nd  re la xing  

o n d e c k. Bring  a  g o o d  

b o o k a nd  ta ke  a d va n-

ta g e  o f the  o p p o rtuni-

ty to  ma ke  so me  ne w 

frie nd s.

Costa  Ric a
I wo uld  hig hly re c o m-

me nd  inc lud ing  a  

ma inla nd  Co sta  Ric a n 

sid e  trip  to  yo ur Co c o s 

Isla nd  a d ve nture . 

The re  is so me thing  fo r 

a ny o utd o o r e nthusia st, a nd  the  

Co sta  Ric a n p e o p le  a re  inc re d -

ib ly wa rm a nd  

frie nd ly. 

 Co sta  Ric a  

o ffe rs a  wid e  

a rra y o f to urist 

a c tivitie s, a nd  

the  c o untry ha s 

a  d ive rse  g e o g -

ra p hy inc lud ing  

mo unta ins, vo l-

c a no e s, tro p i-

c a l ra in fo re sts, 

c lo ud  fo re sts 

a nd  b e a c he s. 

The  Pa c ific  

c o a stline  o ffe rs 

wo rld -c la ss surf-

ing  a nd  sc ub a  d iving , while  the  

Ca rib b e a n c o a st b o a sts g o rg e o us 

tro p ic a l b e a c he s. 

 Co sta  Ric a  is wo rld -re no wne d  

fo r its b ird wa tc hing  a nd  b ut-

te rflie s, inc lud ing  nume ro us sp e -

c ie s o f humming b ird s. Wa lking  

to urs a re  a va ila b le  in b o th the  

tro p ic a l ra in a nd  c lo ud  fo re sts. 

Fo r the  mo re  a d ve nturo us, the re  

a re  c a no p y to urs a nd  zip lining  

e xc ursio ns. The  a re a s a ro und  the  

vo lc a no e s o ffe r se c lud e d  re so rts, 

yo g a  re tre a ts a nd  mine ra l ho t 

sp ring s. Wha te ve r yo u c ho o se , 

yo ur Co c o s Isla nd  e xp e rie nc e  will 

b e  e nric he d  with the  e xtra  time  

sp e nt.

Sa ve  me  a  spot  
a t the  c le a ning  sta tion
I no w und e rsta nd  why p e o p le  

re visit Co c o s Isla nd  a g a in a nd  

a g a in. The  b ig  a nima l e nc o unte rs 

a re  a we -insp iring , a nd  the  rush 

o ne  fe e ls und e rwa te r is a d d ic tive . 

 I c a n still p ic ture  the  fle e ting  

g limp se  I ha d  o n my la st d a y o f 

d iving  a t Dirty Ro c k, a s the  d o z-

e ns o f ha mme rhe a d s in silho ue tte  

o ve rhe a d  fa d e d  into  the  b lue  

lo ng  b e fo re  I c o uld  e ve n b ring  

the  c a me ra  up  to  my e ye , o r the  

a ntic ip a tio n I fe lt o n the  skiff, a s 

we  sc ra mb le d  to  g e t b a c k to  

the  mo the r ship  a mid st c rie s o f 

“ Wha le  sha rk! Wha le  sha rk!”  o ve r 

the  ra d io , o nly to  a rrive  just a s 

the  re st o f the  d ive rs a nd  c re w 

me mb e rs c limb e d  b a c k o ut o f 

the  wa te r, sta ting  tha t we  ha d  just 

misse d  he r. 

 I kno w tha t I will re turn to  Co c o s 

Isla nd  o ne  d a y a nd  ho p e  tha t 

yo u to o  g e t the  c ha nc e  to  e xp e ri-

ence this magical place. ■

The  a utho r e xte nd s sp e c ia l tha nks 
to  the  Und e rse a  Hunte r G ro up  
(Unde rse a hunte r.c om ), the  c re w 
o f the  Arg o , the  c re w o f the  

De e p Se e  sub ma rine  a nd  
DivEnc o unte rs Allia nc e  
(Dive nc ounte rs.c om ), 
a nd  Blue  Ab yss Pho to  
(Blue a byssphoto.c om ).

Ma tthe w Me ie r is a  
p ro fe ssio na l und e rwa -
te r p ho to g ra p he r a nd  
d ive  write r b a se d  in Sa n 
Die g o , Ca lifo rnia . To  se e  
mo re  o f his wo rk a nd  to  
o rd e r p ho to  p rints, p le a se  
visit: Ma tthe wme ie rphoto.
c om

travel Coc os Isla nd

White tip  re e f sha rks (le ft) ne a r a  c le a ning  sta tio n a t Alc yo ne ; 

Co mmo n do lphin (a b o ve ) po rpo ising  a c ro ss Pa c ific  Oc e a n a t 

twilig ht; Re d -fo o te d  b o o b y so a rs with ra inb o w o ve r Co c o s (rig ht); 

Ma ntle d  ho wle r mo nke y fe e d ing  in the  tre e s, Oc o ta l, Gua na c a ste  

(lo we r rig ht); Ye llo w trumpe tfish o n re e f a t Sub me rg e d  Ro c k (b e lo w)

G re e n ig ua na , Isle  Sa n Jo se
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Pue rto  
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Ca rta g o

Vo lc á n 
Ira zú

Rio  San Juan

Ce rro  
Chimpó

Sa n Isid ro

G o lfito

Ca ld e ra

Punta re na s

SAN 
JO SÉ

C a rib b e a n 

Se a

NO RTH 

PA C IFIC 

O C EA N

History  Ea rly in the  16th c e ntury, 

Sp a in e xp lo re d  a nd  a tte mp te d  

to  c o lo nize  Co sta  Ric a , b ut wa s 

thwa rte d  b y se ve ra l fa c to rs 

inc lud ing  d ise a se  fro m mo sq uito s, 

e xtre me  he a t, p ira te  ra id s a nd  

re sista nc e  b y na tive s. Eve ntua lly, 

in 1563 in the  c o o le r, fe rtile  c e n-

tra l hig hla nd s, a  p e rma ne nt se ttle -

me nt in Ca rta g o  wa s e sta b lishe d  

a nd  re ma ine d  a  c o lo ny fo r o ve r 

250 ye a rs. De c la ring  ind e p e nd -

e nc e  in 1821, Co sta  Ric a  wa s o ne  

o f se ve ra l Ce ntra l Ame ric a n p ro v-

inc e s jo ining  fo rc e s to  d o  so . Afte r 

a  b rie f inte g ra tio n with the  Unite d  

Pro vinc e s o f Ce ntra l Ame ric a , 

a  fe d e ra tio n whic h fe ll a p a rt in 

1838, Co sta  Ric a  e sta b lishe d  its 

ind e p e nd e nt so ve re ig nty. La te r in 

the  19th c e ntury, two  b rie f p e ri-

o d s o f vio le nt c o nflic t c ha lle ng e d  

the  d e ve lo p ing  d e mo c ra c y o f 

the  na tio n. The  c o untry’ s a rme d  

fo rc e s wa s d isb a nd e d  in 1949. 

Ag ric ulture  re ma ins the  la rg e st 

e c o no mic  se c to r, b ut to urism a nd  

te c hno lo g y a re  q uic kly mo ving  

up . Co sta  Ric a ns e njo y a  re la -

tive ly hig h sta nd a rd  o f living  a nd  

o wne rship  o f la nd  is wid e sp re a d . 

G o ve rnme nt: De mo c ra tic  re p ub -

lic . Ca p ita l: Sa n Jo se

Ge og ra phy  Co sta  Ric a  is 

lo c a te d  in Ce ntra l Ame ric a , b o r-

d e ring  b o th the  No rth Pa c ific  

Oc e a n a nd  the  Ca rib b e a n 

Se a , b e twe e n Pa na ma  a nd  

Nic a ra g ua . Rug g e d  mo unta ins 

se p a ra te  c o a sta l p la ins. The re  

a re  o ve r 100 vo lc a nic  

c o ne s, se ve ra l o f whic h 

a re  ma jo r vo lc a no e s. 

Co c o s Isla nd  is lo c a te d  

ro ug hly 340mi (550km) 

we st o f Co sta  Ric a  in the  

Ea ste rn Pa c ific  Oc e a n. 

It is a c c e ssib le  o nly b y 

live a b o a rd  d ive  b o a ts 

a nd  re q uire s a  32- to  

36-ho ur tra nsit to  re a c h 

its iso la te d  lo c a tio n.

Clima te   Co c o s Isla nd  

re c e ive s a n a nnua l a ve r-

a g e  ra infa ll o f o ve r 25ft 

(7.6m) a nd  it ra ins e ve ry 

mo nth o f the  ye a r. It is 

le ss ra iny fro m Ja nua ry 

to  Ma rc h a nd  a g a in 

fro m la te  Se p te mb e r 

to  Oc to b e r. The  ra ini-

e st se a so n is fro m July to  e a rly 

Se p te mb e r. The  a ir te mp e ra ture  is 

c o nsiste ntly b e twe e n 75°F – 86°F 

(24°C  – 30°C) a nd  the  c lima te  is 

tro p ic a l a nd  humid . Wa te r te m-

p e ra ture s a t Co c o s Isla nd  a re  o n 

a ve ra g e  79°F – 84°F (26°C  – 29°C) 

a nd  will d ip  a  fe w d e g re e s c o o le r 

b e lo w the  o d d  the rmo c line . A 

3–5mm we tsuit is re c o mme nd e d  

fo r d iving . 

Ec onomy  Be fo re  the  g lo b a l 

e c o no mic  c risis in 2007-8, Co sta  

Ric a  e njo ye d  ste a d y e c o no mic  

g ro wth. In 2009, the  e c o no my 

c o ntra c te d  1.3% o nly to  re sume  

ye a rly g ro wth o f a ro und  4.5% in 

2010-12. Ag ric ultura l e xp o rts like  

b a na na s, sug a r, c o ffe e  a nd  b e e f 

re ma in the  sta p le  e xp o rts, while  

e xp a nsio n into  va rio us ind ustria l 

a nd  sp e c ia lize d  a g ric ultura l p ro d -

uc ts is b ro a d e ning  tra d e . In a d d i-

tio n, mic ro c hip s a nd  o the r hig h 

va lue  a d d e d  g o o d s a nd  se rvic e s 

b o lste r e xp o rts furthe r. To urism is 

still a  b ig  p la ye r in fo ste ring  fo r-

e ig n e xc ha ng e , a nd  e c o to urism 

is p ro mo ting  Co sta  Ric a , with its 

imme nse  b io d ive rsity, a s a  ke y 

d e stina tio n. Co sta  Ric a ’ s p o litic a l 

sta b ility, fre e  tra d e  zo ne  inc e n-

tive s, a nd  re la tive  hig h e d uc a tio n 

o f its p e o p le  c o ntinue s to  a ttra c t 

so me  o f the  hig he st fo re ig n 

inve stme nt p e r c a p ita  in La tin 

Ame ric a . Eve n so  p o ve rty ha s 

re ma ine d  a t a b o ut 

20-25% fo r a lmo st two  

d e c a d e s, with a n e ro d -

ing  so c ia l sa fe ty ne t d ue  

to  d e c re a se s in sp e nd -

ing  a s the  g o ve rnme nt 

tig hte ns its b e lt. Othe r 

c ha lle ng e s fa c ing  the  

c urre nt g o ve rnme nt 

inc lud e  inc re a sing  le g a l 

a nd  ille g a l immig ra tio n 

o f mo stly unskille d  la b o r 

fro m Nic a ra g ua , whic h is 

we ig hing  d o wn the  so c ia l we lfa re  

syste m, a nd  imp e d ime nts in p a ss-

ing  ne e d e d  fisc a l re fo rm.

Curre nc y  Co sta  Ric a n c o lo -

ne s (CRC). U.S. d o lla rs a nd  inte r-

na tio na l c re d it c a rd s a re  wid e ly 

a c c e p te d . Exc ha ng e  ra te s: 

1EUR=643CRC; 1USD=500CRC; 

1G BP=757CRC; 1AUD=524CRC

Popula tion  4,695,942 (July 

2013 e st.) Ethnic  g ro up s: white  

(a nd  me stizo ) 94%, b la c k 3%, 

Ame rind ia n 1%, Chine se  1%. 

Re lig io ns: Ro ma n Ca tho lic  76.3%, 

Eva ng e lic a l 13.7%, Je ho va h’ s 

Witne sse s 1.3%, Pro te sta nt 0.7%. 

Inte rne t use rs: 1.485 millio n (2009)

La ng ua g e   Sp a nish 

(o ffic ia l); Eng lish is 

wid e ly sp o ke n.

Volta g e   110 

vo lts, with  U.S. 

sta nd a rd  2- a nd  

3-p ro ng  p lug s.

Cuisine   A 

sta p le  o f Co sta  

Ric a  c uisine  is 

b la c k b e a ns a nd  

ric e  (g a llo  p into ). It 

is o fte n se rve d  with 

fish, p o ultry o r me a t 

a nd  usua lly a c c o mp a nie s 

e g g s fo r b re a kfa st. The  fo o d  

is g e ne ra lly q uite  he a lthy a nd  

o fte n se rve d  with fruit a nd / o r ve g -

e ta b le s. Po rtio ns a re  mo d e st, a nd  

lunc h is typ ic a lly the  la rg e st me a l 

o f the  d a y.

Tipping   Tip p ing  is c usto ma ry. 

A10% se rvic e  fe e  is o fte n a d d e d  

a t hig he r e nd  re sta ura nts. Tip  

a n a d d itio na l 10% fo r e xc e p -

tio na l se rvic e . Shuttle  d rive rs, d ive  

g uid e s a nd  b o a t c re wme mb e rs 

a re  typ ic a lly tip p e d  a t le a st 10%.

Driving   Ve hic le s tra ve l o n the  

rig ht sid e  o f the  ro a d . If yo u re nt a  

c a r, yo u ma y use  yo ur ho me  d riv-

e r’ s lic e nse  o r a p p ly fo r a n inte r-

na tio na l o ne . The  ma in ro a d s a re  

in g o o d  sha p e  a nd  we ll p a ve d .  

De c ompre ssion c ha mbe r  
The  ne a re st hyp e rb a ric  c ha mb e r 

is lo c a te d  o n the  ma inla nd  in the  

c a p ita l c ity o f Sa n Jo se . The re  a re  

no  c ha mb e r fa c ilitie s o n Co c o s.

Tra ve l/ Visa   Va lid  p a ssp o rt 

re q uire d . Visa s no t re q uire d  fo r 

mo st U.S., Ca na d ia n, E.U. a nd  

Ja p a ne se  c itize ns. De p a rture  ta x 

is US$29. 

 Jua n Sa nta ma ria  Inte rna tio na l 

Airp o rt (SJO) in Sa n Jo se  is the  

mo st c o nve nie nt fo r tra ve l to  

Co c o s Isla nd . The  live a b o a rd  d ive  

b o a ts typ ic a lly p ro vid e  shuttle s 

fro m Sa n Jo se  to  Punta re na s, 

whe re  g ue sts b o a rd  the  b o a ts fo r 

the ir lo ng  tra nsit o ve r to  the  isla nd .

We b site s
Co sta  Ric a  To urism

www.visitc osta ric a .c om
SOURCES:  U.S. CIA WORLD FACTBOOK

UNDERSEAHUNTER.COM, WIKIPEDIA.ORG

Coc os Isla nd, Costa  Ric a

fact file

RIG HT: G lo b a l ma p   

with lo c a tio n o f Co c o s

 Isla nd  o ff Co sta  Ric a

BELOW: Ma p  o f Co sta  Ric a

NASA
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Ma ssive , p o la rize d  sc ho o l o f b ig e ye  ja c ks in b lue  wa te r a t Dirty Ro c k
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Southern Gulf Islands
British Columbia’s

Canadian Diving
Te xt b y Ba rb  Ro y a nd  

Wa yne  G ra nt. Pho to s  

b y Ba rb  Ro y

Loc a te d be twe e n 
the  lowe r pa rt of 
Va nc ouve r Isla nd a nd 
Ma inla nd Va nc ouve r 
in the  Stra it of 
Ge org ia , the  Southe rn 
Gulf Isla nds of British 
Columbia , Ca na da , 
a re  ma de  up of ove r 
12 la rg e  isla nds a nd 
se ve ra l sma lle r one s. 
The  la rg e r, more  
popula te d isla nds a re  
a c c e ssible  by ta king  
a n a uto fe rry from the  
Ma inla nd to  Na na imo 
or to  Sidne y, just north 
of Vic toria . Visitors 
c a n spe nd a  da y or 
se ve ra l e xploring  by 
c a r, bike  or hiking . 

The se  isla nd s o ffe r visito rs 

uniq ue  c ra fts fro m lo c a l 

a rtisa ns, e xc e lle nt vine ya rd s 

(ma ny with re sta ura nts) a nd  

a n a rra y o f c o a sta l a c tivi-

tie s. One  suc h wa te r a c tivity 

ra p id ly g a ining  p o p ula rity 

is sc ub a  d iving , whic h c a n 

e a sily b e  d o ne  o n a  ye a r 

ro und  b a sis.

Re d  Fla b e llina  nud ib ra nc h 

a t We st Ra c e  Wa ll
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travel British Columbia

The re  a re  se ve ra l d ive  c ha r-

te r o p e ra to rs se rvic ing  the  

So uthe rn G ulf Isla nd s, o ffe r-

ing  two -ta nk d a y c ha rte rs, 

with a ssista nc e  in 

a rra ng ing  o r 

will p ro vid e  

a c c o mmo -

d a tio ns. To p  

this with a  

c o mmo nly 

mild  c o a sta l 

c lima te , 

frie nd ly 

p e o p le  a nd  

yo u ha ve  the  

ma king s o f a  

re la xing  BC d ive  

g e ta wa y.

 PADI Ma ste r Dive  

Instruc to r, Sc o tt Ste ve nso n, 

fro m Pinna c le  Sc ub a  

Ad ve nture s ha s b e e n d iv-

ing  in the  a re a  fo r o ve r 

18 ye a rs. “ We  a c c o m-

mo d a te  a ll le ve ls o f d iving  

fro m b e g inne r to  re b re a the r 

a nd  te c hnic a l,”  e xc la ime d  

Sc o tt. “ We  will me e t d ive rs 

o r p ic k p e o p le  up  a s ne e d -

e d . Eve ry g ro up  is d iffe re nt 

a nd  we  try to  g ive  e a c h 

p e rso n the  b e st e xp e rie nc e  

b o th a b o ve  a nd  b e lo w the  

wa te r.”

 To g e the r with b usine ss p a rtne r, 

Je ssie  Kunc e , Pinna c le  Sc ub a  

Ad ve nture s ha s b e e n in o p e ra tio n 

fo r a b o ut thre e  ye a rs. Sc o tt a lso  

sa id , “ Our mo st p o p ula r d ive  site s 

a re  thre e  se p a ra te  site s a ro und  

Ra c e  Ro c ks (Vic to ria  a re a ). The  

first site  a nd  p ro b a b ly the  mo st we ll 

kno wn is We st Ra c e  Wa ll. This site  is 

a n a ma zing  wa ll c o ve re d  in ma c ro  

life —fro m sp o ng e s a nd  so ft c o ra ls 

to  b a ske t sta rs a nd  sc ulp ins. It is a n 

a ma zing  d ive  site  with a lmo st limit-

le ss life  a nd  is c o mp a ra b le  to  p o p u-

la r site s like  Bro wning  Wa ll in Po rt 

Ha rd y o r Ro w a nd  Be  Da mme d  o n 

Qua d ra  Isla nd  in Ca mp b e ll Rive r.

 “ The  se c o nd  site  is He lic o p te r 

Ro c k. This is the  b e st p la c e  to  e xp e ri-

e nc e  se a  lio ns in a ll the ir g lo ry! Yo u 

c a n d ive  o the r p a rts o f Ra c e  Ro c ks 

fo r e nc o unte rs b ut He lic o p te r re a lly 

is the  b e st. It is a  sha llo w d ive  with a  

hug e  ke lp  fo re st, a t time s with mo re  

tha n a  hund re d  se a  lio ns! It’ s a ll 

a b o ut the  inte ra c tio n b e twe e n the m 

a nd  the  d ive rs. I c o nsta ntly re fe r to  

the m a s b ig  p up p y d o g s—p la yful 

a nd  inq uisitive . It’ s ha rd  fo r me  to  

d e sc rib e  the  fe e ling  I g e t a fte r ye a rs 

o f b e ing  in the  wa te r with the m. 

Whe n I ta ke  so me o ne , o r a  g ro up  

o f d ive rs with me  a nd  we  a re  b o m-

b a rd e d  with se a  lio ns, the  sq ue a ls o f 

jo y und e r the  wa te r a nd  the  smile s 

Lo c a tio n o f So uthe rn G ulf Isla nd s o n sa te llite  

ma p  o f Va nc o uve r Isla nd , British Co lumb ia , 

Ca na d a , a nd  o n g lo b a l ma p Se ve ra l lig htho use s c a n b e  se e n thro ug ho ut the  re g io n; Fro ste d  nud ib ra nc h a t Ra c e  Ro c ks (le ft inse t)

Tig e r ro c kfish ne a r 

Wo lf Ee l De n in 

Po rlie r Pa ss

Vanc ouve r 
Island

Pac ific  

O c e an

Wa shing ton 
Sta te , U.S.A.

Se a ttle

Vic toria

Sidne y

Na na imo Va nc ouve r

NASA
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o n the  surfa c e  a re  a lwa ys a we so me .

 “ The  third  site  is G re a t Ra c e , whe re  the  

lig htho use  is. The  sma ll b a y whe re  the  

b o a t la unc h is lo c a te d  is the  b e st p la c e  

to  d ive . This is a  c o mmo n ha ng o ut fo r se a  

lio ns; ho we ve r, the  b o tto m is c o ve re d  in 

c o lo rful b ro o d ing  a ne mo ne s, lo ts o f ro c k-

fish a nd  g re e nling , a s we ll a s a  fe w re si-

d e nt wo lf e e ls a nd  o c to p us.”  

 As a n a c c o mp lishe d  und e rwa te r p ho -

to g ra p he r a nd  d ive  g uid e , Sc o tt e njo ys 

We st Ra c e  Wa ll fo r its d ive rsity o f life  a nd  

g re a t c o lo rs:

 “ The  a mo unt o f fish a nd  inve rte -

b ra te  life  insp ire  me ; I simp ly lo ve  sho o t-

ing  the re . This is o ne  o f my p e rso na l fa vo r-

ite s I ha ve  d ive d  ma ny time s a nd  still g e t 

e xc ite d  e ve ry time  I g o  o ut the re .”

 Pinna c le ’ s d ive  b o a t is 32 fe e t lo ng , 

ha nd ling  e ig ht d ive rs a nd  is e q uip p e d  

with a  c a b in, c a me ra  rinse  b in a nd  to i-

le t. The ir ra ng e  stre tc he s 

fro m Vic to ria  to  Sid ne y a nd  

Sa a nic h Inle t a nd  e ve n 

a ro und  to  Po rt Re nfre w, o n 

the  we st sid e  o f Va nc o uve r 

Isla nd . 

 “ If a  g ro up  wa nts to  d ive  

a  p a rtic ula r p la c e , we  will 

ta ke  the  b o a t to  whe re v-

e r the y wa nt to  g o ,”  a d d e d  

Sc o tt. “ We  p rid e  o urse lve s 

o n o ur c usto me r se rvic e , 

lo c a l d ive  site  kno wle d g e  

a nd  ve rsa tility. We  d o n’ t 

o ffe r re nta ls, ho we ve r, we  

ha ve  ve ry g o o d  re la tio nship s 

with the  lo c a l sho p s a nd  

b e lie ve  tha t c lie nts c a n g e t 

wha t the y ne e d  fro m the  sho p s.”

 Whe n a ske d  wha t o the r d ive  site s Sc o tt 

like s to  ta ke  his c lie nts to , he  re p lie d :

 “ Swo rd fish Isla nd  is a  ve ry uniq ue  d ive . 

The  so uth e nd  o f the  isla nd  ha s a  na tura l-

ly fo rme d  tunne l a p p ro xima te ly 60ft lo ng , 

Co lo urful tub e wo rm a t We st Ra c e  Wa ll (to p  le ft); Dive rs (a b o ve ( p re p a re  to  

d e sc e nd  in Po rlie r Pa ss; Wo lf e e l p e e king  o ut fro m its d e n in Po rlie r Pa ss (rig ht)
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20ft wid e  a nd  a b o ut 20ft d e e p . 

Be c a use  o f the  la rg e  a mo unt 

o f c urre nt flo w in this a re a  the  

tunne l is fille d  with life —re d  so ft 

c o ra l, b ro o d ing  a nd  p lumo se  

a ne mo ne s, ro c kfish a nd  nud i-

b ra nc hs. We  a lso  ha ve  se ve ra l wre c ks in 

the  a re a  o the r tha n the  o ne s in Sid ne y. 

The  Swo rd fish a nd  the  Ba rna rd  Ca stle  

a re  two  o fte n re q ue ste d  d ue  to  the ir 

a g e  a nd  uniq ue  p ie c e s still le ft o n the  

b o tto m.”  

Che ma inus
Ano the r d ive  c ha rte r se rvic e  with the  

o p tio n o f a c c o mmo d a tio ns is the  jo int 

e ffo rts o f Ce d a r Be a c h Lo d g e  a nd  49th 

Pa ra lle l in the  Che ma inus a re a , so uth o f 

Na na imo . And y a nd  Virg inia  La mb  run 

the  q ua int b e d -a nd -b re a kfa st o n The tis 

Isla nd  o ffe ring  d ive rs a nd  the ir tra ve ling  

c o mp a nio ns a  q uie t se a sid e  e nviro n-

me nt with e xc e lle nt vie ws. The  lo d g e  ha s 

a  d rying  ro o m fo r g e a r a nd  a  ho t tub  fo r 

a fte r the  d ive s. 

 The  d ive  c ha rte r p o rtio n o f the  re la -

tio nship  is c o nd uc te d  b y Pe te r Luc kha m 

a nd  his wife  Simo ne . With o ve r 12 ye a rs 

o f d iving  e xp e rie nc e , Pe te r te nd e rs p ro -

fe ssio na l d a y a d ve nture s in Stua rt a nd  

Trinc o ma li Cha nne ls, whic h a lso  inc lud e  

c urre nt d e p e nd e nt site s in Po rlie r Pa ss 

(the  Po int G ra y, the  Pe g g y Mc Ne ill, 

Alc a la  Wa ll).  

 Curre ntly 49th Pa ra lle l 

use s a  17-fo o t b o a t, 

a c c o mmo d a ting  fo ur 

d ive rs with two  d ive s 

p e r d a y. 

 “ Pe te r c a n still se r-

vic e  a ll the  usua l site s,”  

info rms And y La mb , 

“ But c a n a c tua lly a nd  

e ffic ie ntly g o  fa rthe r 

d ue  to  the  sma lle r fa st-

e r b o a t.”

 And y a lso  to ld  us he  

like s the  und e rwa te r 

visib ility b e st in the  fa ll 

a nd  winte r mo nths 

b ut a ssure s it is usua lly 

g o o d  fro m la te  June  

thro ug h Fe b rua ry to o . 

 One  o f the  ma ny 

wre c k d ive  se le c tio ns Wa yne  a nd  I 

e njo ye d  wa s the  wre c k o f the  SS De l 
No rte , a t Ca no e  Isle t in Po rlie r Pa ss. This 

histo ric  ve sse l wa s a  190-fo o t lo ng  sid e -

whe e l p a sse ng e r ste a me r tha t we nt 

d o wn in 1868. Altho ug h the re  is no t 

muc h struc ture  le ft o f the  ship , yo u c a n 

still ma ke  o ut the  p a d d le  whe e l, c o v-

e re d  with life , no urishe d  fro m the  hig h 

c urre nts in the  a re a . O f c o urse , we  wa it-

e d  until the  c urre nt sto p p e d  to  d ive !

 Ano the r site  my d a ug hte r Ta lle n re a lly 

Dive r c he c ks o ut wha t is le ft o f the  SS De l No rte s sid e whe e l

CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE: Dive rs 

e xp lo re  the  inte rio r o f 737 a irfra me ; 

SS De l No rte  wre c ka g e  in Po rlie r 

Pa ss; Che ma inus 737 a irfra me  is 

e nc ruste d  with life
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like d  wa s wre c k o f the  Po int G ra y, a  105-

fo o t lo ng  ste e l tug b o a t tha t ra n a g ro und  

in 1949. The  tug  lie s up sid e  d o wn in Po rlie r 

Pa ss a t Vira g o  Ro c k, b le nd ing  in with the  

na tura l ke lp  fo re st surro und ing  it. On he r 

d ive  she  o b se rve d  hug e  ling c o d , tiny 

Pug e t So und  king  c ra b s a nd  e mp ty se a  

urc hin she lls. Wha t wa s le ft o f the  re ma in-

ing  struc ture , inc lud ing  a  fe w p ro p e lle r 

b la d e s, we re  c o a te d  with a n a sso rtme nt 

o f inve rte b ra te  life !

Topside  e xc ursions
Whe n we  finishe d  o ur d iving  we  d e c id e d  

to  c he c k o ut the  Sha w Oc e a n Ce ntre  in 

Sid ne y. This sma ll p ub lic  Aq ua rium wa s 

c o mp le te d  in June  o f 2009 ho using  87 

to ns o f se a wa te r in 17 a q ua rium ha b i-

ta ts. Re sid e nt c ritte rs o n d isp la y re p re se nt 

ma rine  life  fo und  living  in this re g io n. Two  

o f o ur fa vo urite s we re  a  wo lf-e e l a nd  a  

g ia nt Pa c ific  o c to p us. At the  time  o f o ur 

visit the  o c to p us wa s te nd ing  to  a  ma ss 

o f e g g s. Ea c h e g g  wa s no  b ig g e r tha n 

a  g ra in o f ric e ! The  thin d e lic a te  stra nd s 

hung  b y the  hund re d s fro m within he r 

ro c ky d e n o n the  c e iling . In the  wild  we  

ha ve  p ho to g ra p he d  o c to p us e g g s with 

visib le  e ye s in the m! It wa s q uite  a  tre a t 

to  se e  so me  o f the  fish we  we re  d iving  

with the  d a y b e fo re .

Sidne y
Wre c ks in the  Sid ne y a re a  inc lud e  the  G B 
Churc h a nd  the  re tire d  HMCS Ma c ke nzie , 

b o th p la c e d  a s a rtific ia l re e fs. The  175-

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: Ce d a r Be a c h Be d  a nd  Bre a kfa st o n The tis Isla nd ; Pa inte d  

a ne mo ne  fo und  ne a r The tis Isla nd ; Sunse t vie w fro m Ce d a r Be a c h Be d  a nd  Bre a kfa st; 

And y La mb  a nd  Pe te r Luc kha m o ffe r d ive  c ha rte rs in the  Che ma inus a re a

Come and visit us  

at the Tacoma dive 
& Travel expo and 

piCk up a wreck 
Trek passporT!

April 20-21st  
Tacoma, Washington

Booth 224

Find giant Pacific octopus,  
wolf eels, six gill sharks,  

soft corals, huge cloud sponges, 
large red sea fans,  

wrecks and artificial reefs

www.diveindustrybc.com
visit our new website!

SOME OF THE MOST
UNIQUE DIVING  
IN THE WORLD 

Photos:  

Bill Coltart and Lee Newman

explore the emerald  
seas and lakes of 
British columbia

Dive r Ta lle n Pa tric k with he r tre a sure  o f urc hin 

ske le to ns
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fo o t fre ig hte r G B Churc h sits 
up rig ht in 65-99 fe e t o f wa te r o n 

the  e a st sid e  o f Po rtla nd  Isla nd , 

sc uttle d  in 1991. 

 During  the  e a rly sp ring  mo nths, 

d ive rs ma y find  ling c o d  o r c a b e -

zo n g ua rd ing  c luste rs o f e g g s o n 

the  d e c ks o f the  G B Churc h a nd  

q uite  o fte n o c to p use s und e r the  

hull o n the  b o tto m ne a r the  b o w. 

I ha ve  a lwa ys b e e n fo rtuna te  

to  find  se ve ra l d iffe re nt typ e s o f 

nud ib ra nc hs a nd  sc ulp ins o n this 

wre c k. A d ive r c a n e a sily swim 

the  le ng th o f the  ship  a nd  e ve n 

ha ve  time  to  c he c k o ut the  p ro -

p e lle r a s we ll. 

 The  366-fo o t Ma c ke nzie  wa s 

sc uttle d  in 1995 a nd  re sts up rig ht 

in 50-105 fe e t o f wa te r o ff Rum 

Isla nd . We  ha ve  e xp e rie nc e d  

c urre nts o n se ve ra l d ive s he re , 

c a using  us to  se le c t c a lme r 

sla c k-c urre nt d ive  time s (whe n 

the  wa te r sto p s to  c ha ng e  d ire c -

tio n). As with the  Na na imo  re e fs 

o f ste e l, the  

Ma c ke nzie  

is full o f 

re sid e nt 

ma rine  life , 

e xc e p t 

the se  te nd  

to  thrive  in 

the  flo w o f 

c urre nts. 

 During  o ur trip  to  the  Sid ne y 

a re a  we  sta ye d  a t the  Sid ne y 

Pie r Ho te l a nd  Sp a . I fo und  the  

ho te l sta ff to  b e  ve ry he lp ful 

with lo c a l d inning  a nd  a c tiv-

ity a d vic e , a nd  we  like d  

the  fa c t the  ho te l 

e ng a g e d  in 

e a rth-frie nd ly 

p ra c tic e s, 

c o mmitte d  to  

e c o -frie nd ly 

susta ina b ility. 

 Ano the r e xhil-

a ra ting  a c tivity 

in the  so uthe rn 

re g io n is zip lin-

ing . Ad re na  

Line  o ffe rs tre e -

to p  e xc ite me nt 

a b o ve  100 lush 

a c re s o f d ive rse  

te mp e ra te  

ra info re st in the  

So o ke  a re a . 

Whe n I b ro ug ht 

my te e na g e  g ra nd d a ug hte r fo r 

a  visit, we  we re  tre a te d  to  a  d a y 

o f zip lining  thro ug h the  tre e to p s. 

Wha t a  b la st! 

 No t lo ng  a fte r we  c he c ke d  

o ut Wild  Pla y ne a r Na na imo , this 

time  with my te e na g e  g ra nd -

so n. Na na imo ’ s lo c a tio n o ffe re d  

a  fo ur-le ve l o b sta c le  

c o urse  in the  

tre e s to  tra -

ve rse . 

Ag a in, we  sp e nt the  who le  d a y 

ha ving  a  wo nd e rful time  o f 

b o nd ing . Pla c e s like  this p ro vid e  

a we so me  a c tivitie s to  d o  with 

fa mily me mb e rs who  d o  no t 

d ive . 

Afte rthoug hts
With the  a mo unt o f d ive s p o s-

sib le  a nd  the  va rie d  lo c a tio ns 

fo und  in the  So uthe rn G ulf 

Isla nd s re g io n, I wo uld  a d vise  

se ve ra l trip s o ve r time  to  se e  it 

a ll. Sinc e  we  usua lly tra ve l d ur-

ing  o ff-se a so n whe n wa te r c la r-

ity is a t its b e st, we a the r c a n b e  

a  c ha lle ng e . Co mmunic a ting  

with the  d ive  a nd  to ur o p e ra to rs 

b e fo re  yo u le a ve  will a ssure  yo u 

ha ve  a  g o o d  e xp e rie nc e  up o n 

arrival. ■

Asso c ia te  e d ito r a nd  und e r-
wa te r p ho to g ra p he r Ba rb  Ro y 
a nd  Wa yne  G ra nt a re  d ive  
write rs b a se d  ne a r Va nc o uve r, 
Ca na d a .

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: Za nthid s a ro und  hug e  ro c k 

sc a llo p ; Syd ne y to  Va nc o uve r run o n BC Fe rrie s; 

Wa yne  G ra nt se a rc he s fo r c ritte rs o n re e f ne a r 

Sid ne y; Vic to ria  is the  c a p ita l c ity o f Britsh Co lumb ia ; 

Wa yne  re a c he s up  to  o c to p us o n e g g s a t Sha w 

Oc e a n Disc o ve ry Ce ntre  in Sid ne y


