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Permanent resident species may use the summer forest landscape in ways dis-
tinct from those of winter. 

The  next phase  in the  

analysis o f data from the  

Fo re s t Bird Surve y o f 

Southe rn Ne w England  

has fo cuse d o n pe rmane nt 

resident spec ie s.  Although 

such spe c ie s  may be  pre -

sent year-ro und, summe r 

and winte r po pulatio ns are  

no t ne ce ssarily co mpo se d 

o f the  same  individuals.  In 

many case s , birds that 

bre e d furthe r to  the  north 

jo in with or replace  lo cal 

re side nts in winte r.  As 

the se  ne w individuals  

mo ve  into  winte r fo re sts , 

they are  like ly to  use  the  

habitat in ways that diffe r 

fro m ho w the y use  it in 

summe r.  We  might e xpe c t, 

fo r example , that the  harsh 

winter environment would 

require  birds to  be  more  

adaptable  and be c o me  

habitat generalists .  

 

Be cause  the  Fo re s t Bird 

Surve y o f So uthe rn Ne w 

England  gathe re d no t 

o nly ce nsus da ta but also  

data o n re gio nal habitats , 

we  are  able  to  e xamine  

the se  so rts  o f que stio ns.  

Pre lim ina ry a na lys e s  

(Continued on page 2) 
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“Preliminary 
analyses have 

shown, for 
example, that 
… the Black-

capped 
Chickadee has 
significantly 

greater 
summer 

populations in 
more heavily 
coniferous 
forests.”   
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(Continued from page 1) 
 

have  sho wn, fo r e xample , 

that in e aste rn Conne cti-

cut, the  Black -c appe d 

Chickade e  has s ignificantly 

greater summer popula-

tions in more  heavily conif-

e rous fo rests.  In contrast, 

the  affinity fo r conife rs dis-

appe ars  in winte r.  As  with 

o ther permanent resident 

spec ies, chickadees con-

gregate  at lower e levations 

ne ar Long Island Sound at 

this  se aso n. 

 

In additio n to  the se  so rts  

o f landscape -le ve l analy-

se s , we  are  also  pre paring 

to  have  a mo re  intimate  

lo o k at ho w individual birds 

o ccupy habitats .   During 

surveys, we  gathered info r-

matio n o n habitat use  by 

tho usands o f individual 

birds.  Once  these  observa-

tio ns are  co mpile d, we  will 

e xamine  habitat use  at this  

fine r le ve l o f re so lutio n.  

We  also  will be  able  to  ex-

amine  the  simultaneous 

influence  o f a number o f 

habitat fac to rs  o n birds  

(fo r e xample , ho w do  so il 

mo isture , shrub de nsity, 

pe rc e nt c o nife r c o ve r and 

percent canopy cover s i-

multane o usly affe c t whe re  

spec ies o ccur in the  fo r-

est? ). 

The bleak winter forest landscape may require that permanent resident birds 
become habitat generalists at this season.  

The Purple F inch is an uncommon permanent resident of 
southern New E ngland’s forests. 
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De spite  the  une nding 

rain o f spring and e arly 

summe r, o ur re turn to  

fie ld-tripping was initiate d 

with a late  April o uting to  

Tho m p s o n  La ke  in  

Thompson, CT.  Although 

mo st spring migrants  had 

ye t to  arrive , e arly arrivals  

we re  in e vide nce , inc lu d-

ing Blue -gra y Gna t-

catche r, Pine  Warble r, 

Myrtle  Warble r, Ro se -

breasted Grosbeak, Chip-

ping Sparrow, Tree  Swal-

low, Rough-winge d Swal-

lo w and Barn Swallo w. 
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“Our next 
organized trip 
is planned for 

August ...”   

May and June  trips  we re  

planne d fo r Bo sto n Ho llo w, 

Ashfo rd, CT but bo th we re  

c anc e lle d due  to  the  no n-

stop de luge  o f spring.  Infor-

mal, unanno unce d o utings 

in that vic inity during May-

June  still produced no table  

finds, however, inc luding 

Orchard Orio le , Cooper’s  

Hawk, Co mmo n Rave n and  

Ye llo w-be llie d Sapsucke r. 

 

A March Bo ard o f Truste e s 

trip to  the  lo we r Co nne c ticut 

River was also  succe ssful, 

with several Red-sho ulde re d 

Hawks in e vide nc e  as  we ll 

as Bald Eagles, Common 

Mergansers, Common Go ld-

e ne ye s, Pintails , No rthe rn 

Sho ve le r, and Ame rican 

Widgeon.  

 

Our ne xt o rganize d trip is  

planned fo r August, tenta-

tive ly fo r Napatree  Po int, RI.  

In ye ars past, this  trip has 

yie lde d such no table s  as  

Ruff, Gre ate r She arwate r, 

Buff -bre aste d Sa ndpipe r, 

Ro yal Te rn and Parasitic  

Jae ger.  Let’s keep our fin-

gers crossed...  

An early spring outing to Thompson Lake yielded a few good finds for  intrepid bird-
watchers coming from as far away as Fairfield County.  

T H E  RE T U RN  OF  F I E L D 
T R I P S 
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E DU CAT OR  RE SOU R CE S:  
P OWE RP OI N T  P R E SE N T AT I ON S 

Volum e 11,  I s s ue  3  

PowerPo ints are  the  new 

compute r-age  s lide  sho ws.  

They permit a range  o f info r-

matio n to  be  pre se nte d to  an 

audie nce , fro m visual to  te xt 

to  vide o  to  audio , in a manne r 

that o ld-fashio ne d slide  sho ws 

cannot co mpare  with.  As 

such, the y are  po we rful and 

e ffe c tive  too ls  fo r educators.  

 

In o rde r to  make  use  o f this  

te chno lo gy fo r e ducating the  

public  abo ut e nviro nme ntal 

issue s  in so uthe rn Ne w Eng-

land, we  have  co mpile d a 

se rie s  o f Po we rPo int pre se n-

tatio ns o n to pics  ranging 

from the  Fo re s t Bird Surve y 

o f Southe rn Ne w England to  

po pulatio n e co lo gy. 

 

Highlighted in this issue  o f 

Bird Conse rvation is our pre s-

e ntatio n o n re gio nal habitats .  

This particular show deals 

with the  barrie r beach enviro n-

me nt.  Othe rs characte rize  

tidal marshes, bogs and flood-

plains.  

Above is a slide from our PowerPoint, Southern New E ngland Habitats.  It and all our 
presentations are available through the Publications tab of our web site, www.

birdconservationresearch.org. 

    Profile of a Southern New  

   England Barrier Beach 
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P OWE RP OI N T  P RE SE N T AT I ON S:
CON T I N U E D  

 
  Adaptations  

•Plants and animals must have adaptations 

to survive the high salinity, high energy, 

often dry environments of the beach.  

•Plants have adaptations such as waxy 

coatings (prickly pear cactus at left) on 

leaves to reduce evaporation of water, 

salt glands to remove excess salt from 

tissues, and net-like rhizomes to help an-

chor them to the shifting sands. 

•Animals such as the herring gull (above) 

also have salt glands at the base of the 

beak to remove excess salts from tissues. 
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Phone: 8 6 0  9 2 8-2 1 7 8  

E-mail: mail@  

birdconservationresearch.org 

Me mbe rships pro vide  a 

large  part o f the  funds  ne c-

e ssary to  c o nduc t o ur re -

se arch and public  e duca-

tio n ac tivitie s .   

 

In order to  continue  provid-

It is  no t to o  late  to  re ne w 

yo ur me mbe rship.  Ple ase  

support us by re turning the  

me mbe r re ne wal fo rm that 

yo u re ce ive d with the  

printe d January ne wsle tte r.   

 

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE  

M em ber sh ip  
  
____  $ 2 5  Re gular me mbe r  

____  $ 3 5  Family me mbe rship  

____  $ 5 0   Sustaining me mbe r 

____  $ 1 0 0   Co ntributo r 

____  $ 2 5 0  Patron  

____  $ 5 0 0  Be ne fac to r 

____  $ 1 ,0 0 0  Grand 

                be ne fac to r 

 

Name    _________________ 

 

Addre ss    _______________  

 

 

To wn    _________________ 

  

City   ___________________ 

 

State , zip   ______________ 

 

Pho ne     ________________ 

 

E-mail    ________________ 

www.

birdconservation

research.org 

Bird 
Conservation 

Research, Inc. 

ing the se  se rvice s , we  

need your continued su p-

port!  Me mbe rship appli-

catio ns and payme nt o p-

tions are  also  available  at 

w w w . b ird c o n s e rva tio n-

re se arch.o rg.   

Don’t forget to renew your 

membership. 


