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• Speech and language therapist specialising in 
social skills and EBD

• Worked with Alex for over 4 years
• Work in three schools on a weekly basis
• Travel around the country training in social 
skills and communication

• Work with a number of school around the 
country to become centres of excellence in 
communication

• Help to develop the Talkabout resources

Alex Kelly Ltd

• Why do we need to think about 
communication?

• How do we know who is having difficulties?
• How can we help in school?

Alex Kelly Ltd

Alex Kelly Ltd Alex Kelly Ltd
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1. Being unable to communicate

2. Being confused / not understanding
3. Being in pain
4. Medication change
5. Inactivity

6. Attention seeking behaviour
7. Changes in routine
8. Environmental factors
9. Delusional thoughts

What do you 
notice about the 

top 3?

Alex Kelly Ltd Alex Kelly Ltd
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 Broken down into two areas – comprehension  
and expression

 Comprehension is your understanding of 
language and what others are saying

 Expression is your use of communication 
including your speech sounds
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We frequently assume people understand 
more than they are able to…

Alex Kelly Ltd

Ok ______ it’s time to go home. Pack up your  bag, 

put on your coat, hand in your book and then go 

down to reception and get into your taxi.                

Alex Kelly Ltd

Oh __________ It’s your dentist appointment today.

Pack up your bag, put on your coat and then go to 

reception because your mum will be waiting.

Alex Kelly Ltd

 Sentence length
 Wh‐ questions
 Idioms or metaphors

 Time

 Sequencing 
 Limited vocabulary and semantics

Alex Kelly Ltd Alex Kelly Ltd

 Narrative

 Range of vocabulary
 Speech sounds
 Grammar

 Stammer

 Expressing emotions



1 hour workshop 2015 - Assessing 
communication in SEBD

Alex Kelly Ltd 4

Alex Kelly Ltd Alex Kelly Ltd

Screening assessment on 
arrival at school

Priority children seen for 
one to one assessment

Intervention package 
devised on assessment 

results

Progress reviewed via 
target setting

Devised by SLT to look at comprehension level, 
expressive language, sentence construction, 
sequencing, questioning and narrative skills.

A range of formal assessments used based on the 
areas of difficulty the child is showing.

This could be one to one long term or short, group work 
or a classroom programme. All students are set targets 
which staff are aware of and a classroom advice sheet.

Devised by SLT’s at Alex Kelly Ltd – targets set and 
plotted on a 6 point rating scale which are then 
reviewed at the end of intervention.

Alex Kelly Ltd

 A child completing an instruction incorrectly or only 
partially

 A child repeating back what you have said or looking 
blank

 Inability to explain  something that has happened
 Regular word finding problems or using words 
incorrectly

 Only uses short simple sentences or sentences that 
don’t make sense

 Difficulties  with humor and idioms

Alex Kelly Ltd

Be aware that 60% of 
children in SEBD 
classes will have 

communication issues

Break instructions 
down into small bite 

size chunks
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 You need to read the questions and then write the 
answers down in your book so go and find them on 
the shelf marked year 7 and remember to add your 
date and title at the top of the page.

 Go and find your book.
Open it to a new page.
Write the title and date at the top.
Write the answers to the questions on the board 
underneath.

Break instructions 
down into small bite 

size chunks

 Switch on the kettle after filling it with 
water.

 Fill the kettle with water. Switch it on.

Alex Kelly Ltd

Be aware that 60% of 
children in SEBD 
classes will have 

communication issues

Break instructions 
down into small bite 

size chunks

Use visuals as much as 
possible to back up 
what you are saying
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down into small bite 

size chunks

Use visuals as much as 
possible to back up 
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At the beginning of a 
new topic pre teach 
children the main 

vocabulary
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At the beginning of a 
new topic pre teach 
children the main 

vocabulary

The internal organ in which the major 
part of digestion of food occurs. In 
humans and many animals it is pear-
shaped and links the oesophagus to the 
small intestine.

“When we swallow food it goes down 

into our stomach”

“I’m so hungry my stomach is rumbling”
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Be aware that 60% of 
children in SEBD 
classes will have 

communication issues

Break instructions 
down into small bite 

size chunks

Use visuals as much as 
possible to back up 
what you are saying

At the beginning of a 
new topic pre teach 
children the main 

vocabulary

Make sure you say a 
child’s name before 

giving them 
information or an 

instruction
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down into small bite 

size chunks

Use visuals as much as 
possible to back up 
what you are saying

Make sequences visual 
and  be careful of using 

ordinal language
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Make sequences visual 
and  be careful of using 

ordinal language

Alex Kelly Ltd

Be aware that 60% of 
children in SEBD 
classes will have 

communication issues

Break instructions 
down into small bite 

size chunks

Use visuals as much as 
possible to back up 
what you are saying

Make sequences visual 
and  be careful of using 

ordinal language

At the beginning of a 
new topic pre teach 
children the main 

vocabulary

Support children’s 
narrative skills by using 

wh‐ questions

Make sure you say a 
child’s name before 

giving them 
information or an 

instruction
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Support children’s 
narrative skills by using 

wh‐ questions
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 Staff training – getting other people on board

 Make sure everyone is using a consistent approach

 Having visuals up around the building

 Have a school communication policy

 A communication IEP target for each student

Alex Kelly Ltd

Case study of JW

Alex Kelly Ltd

 Currently a Year 11 student
 He was screened on arrival back into school and 
found to have language and speech difficulties

 He received one to one work with the SLT around 
his speech and narrative work

 Support advice also given to all staff
 JW has made great progress which is reflected in 
his targets and also staff feedback

 JW now has some general classroom advice for 
staff to follow as no longer needs one to one
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JW Sept 14

To use good breath 
patterns unprompted to 
produce clear speech 80% 
of the time.
To be able to construct a sentences 
including 4 part information 

To be able to tell a narrative 
unaided including all 5 parts

Sept 14

Sept 14

Sept 14

Jan 15

Jan 15

Jan 15
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amy@alexkelly.biz

www.alexkelly.biz
02380 987134


