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“I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, 

it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.

For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them.”

(Matthew 18:19,20)



A Hebraic Perspective

A Priest hood  Change: 

From Levit ica l t o Melchizedek’s

“Then Jesus cam e from  Galilee t o t he

Jordan t o be bapt ized  by John. 

But  John t ried  t o det er him , saying, ‘I

need  t o be bapt ized  by you, and  do you

com e t o m e?’ Jesus replied , ‘Let  it  be so

now ; it  is proper for us t o do t his 

t o fulfill a ll right eousness.’ 

Then John consent ed .  

As soon as Jesus w as bapt ized , 

he w ent  up out  of t he w at er. At  t ha t

m om ent  heaven w as opened , and  

he saw  t he Spirit  of God  descending 

like a  dove and  light ing on him . 

And a  voice from  heaven sa id , ‘This is

m y Son, w hom  I love; w it h him  I am

w ell pleased’” (Matth ew 3:13-17).

A lit t le review of a con cept th at’s for-

eign  to con tem porary Ch rist ian  practice

would be h elpfu l h ere. Th e Levit ical

priesth ood of th e Older Testam en t was

establish ed by God to provide a m ean s

for His people to receive forgiven ess an d

recon ciliat ion  with  Him . 

An  un blem ish ed an im al was brough t

before th e altar in  order th at th e penalty

for the sins of th e on e offerin g it  m igh t

fall upon  th e sacrifice, an d th e sin n er be

forgiven . Th e m ediator between  th e sin -

n er an d God was a priest from  th e tribe

of Levi. Th e priest offered th e blood from

th e sacrificial substitu te before God, th e

bloody death  th at was deserved by th e

guilty sin n er. Th at gory visual rem in der

of th e detestability of sin  in  God’s sigh t

was a poten t rem in der to avoid sin  an d

walk in  obedien ce to God’s ways!

On ce a year, on  Yom  Kippur, th e Day

of Aton em en t, th e High  Priest  of th e

Levit ical priesth ood en tered th e Holy of

Holies beh in d th e Tem ple curtain  to rep-

resen t th e n ation  before God’s presen ce.

However, because th e High  Priest  h im -

self n eeded forgiven ess, th is arran ge-

m en t provided on ly tem porary forgive-

n ess. Th us, th e daily sacrifices h ad to

con tin ue, day after day, year after year.

Wh ile m an y priests served before th e

Lord with  th eir own  division  for two

weeks each  year, th ere was on ly on e

High  Priest . Each  t im e a n ew High  Priest

was an oin ted, th e ou tgoin g High  Priest

would  bap t ize th e in com in g on e by

im m ersin g h im  in  a m ikveh, waters of

purification .

Can  you  p icture th is? Th e in com in g

High  Priest  is taken  down  in to th e water

an d im m ersed by th e ou tgoin g priest .

Th is is a crucial poin t  in  th e ch an ge of

priesth ood.

At th is poin t , let’s m ake th e con n ec-

tion  with  Jesus, Wh o is n ow th e High
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Priest  of all wh o are His. Have you  ever

con sidered th is poin t: How did Jesus

receive His Priesth ood? 

Alon g th e sh ores of th e Jordan  River,

Jesus cam e to Joh n  th e Baptizer, wh o

qualified  as a Levit ical priest  th rough  th e

h ereditary lin e of h is fath er, Zach ariah

(see Luke 1:5). [Som e h istorian s poin t

out th at  Joh n  would h ave been  a legit i-

m ate High  Priest  of th e Levit ical system

if th e Rom an s h adn ’t  pu t Caiaph as in

th at  role.]

Sin ce Jesus was with out sin , h e didn ’t

require a baptism  of repen tan ce, th at

wh ich  Joh n  was doin g. In stead, Jesus

received th e anointing of His Priesthood

from  th e last  poten tial High  Priest  of th e

Levit ical lin e in  order to satisfy th e righ t-

eous requirem en ts of His role as our High

Priest . Jesus, th e High  Priest  of th e New

Coven an t, would offer Him self on ce an d

for all as th e Perfect  Sacrifice.

Joh n  m isperceived th e Lord’s m otive

for im m ersion , an d h um bly objected.

But Jesus m ade His poin t  clear: “Let it be

so now; it is proper for us to do this to ful-

fill a ll right eousness” (Matth ew 3:15).

In  effect , Joh n , th e last  o f th e

Levit ical lin e of priests, baptized Jesus in

th e “Jordan  Mikveh ”. Th rough  th is tran -

sit ion al act , Jesus in it iated  th e em pow-

ered priesth ood of Melchizedek, th e priest

to wh om  Abrah am  delivered a t ith e of

th e ch oicest  spoils of war. In  th e liken ess

of th e priest  Melch izedek, Jesus lived an

“in destructible life” (see Hebrews 7:16).

He cou ld  th us be recogn ized  as th e

Messiah  W h o fu lfilled  th ese p riest ly

qualification s: “You are a priest forever, in

the order of Melchizedek” (Hebrews 7:17). 

Th e n am e of Melch izedek bears spe-

cial exam in at ion , fo r it  so  fit t in gly

describes Jesus, th e High  Priest  an d Kin g

wh o h ad so lon g ago been  proph esied:

“First, [Melchizedek’s] nam e m eans ‘king of

right eousness’; then also, “king of Salem ”

m eans ‘king of peace’” (Hebrews 7:2).

Jesus, our Kin g of righ teousn ess, fu lfills

th e very words given  to th e proph et

Jerem iah :

“Behold, the days are com ing,” declares

the LORD, “W hen I shall raise up for

David a righteous Branch; And He will

reign as king and act wisely And do

just ice and  right eousness in the land.

In His days Judah will be saved, And

Israel will dwell securely; And this is His

nam e by which He will be called, ‘The

LORD our right eousness’ (Jerem iah

23:5,6,NAS).

Joh n ’s awaren ess o f Jesu s as th e

Messiah  was prom pted by th e proph etic

expectation  aroused by h is own  fath er’s

words of praise: th at  Joh n  would prepare

th e way for th e com in g Lord an d give h is

p eop le th e kn owled ge o f salvat ion

th rough  th e forgiven ess of th eir sin s

(Luke 1:76,77).

With  th e im m ersion  of Jesus in to a

n ew priesth ood th at  was com pletely dif-

ferent from  th e Levit ical system , a n ew

Coven an t  was abou t  to  begin . Th e

Levit ical requirem en ts were “weak an d

useless”, un able to m ake an yon e perfect

(see Hebrews 7:18,19). But Jesus in augu-

rated  a n ew an d  perpetually effective

priesth ood th rough  His own  sacrifice: 

For this reason Christ is the m ediator of

a new  covenant , that those who are

called m ay receive the prom ised  et ernal

inherit ance—now that he has died as a

ransom  to set them  free from  the sins

com m itted under the first  covenant

(Hebrews 9:15).

Our Lord Jesus is not th e priest of a

religious system ; His priesth ood far sur-
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passes th at of th e Levitical priests. Jesus

h as brough t about an  etern al better hope

th rough  wh ich  we draw n ear to God! (See

Hebrews 7:19.) He is our person al in ter-

m ediary in  h eaven , an d He wan ts you to

trust th at He is th ere on  your beh alf.

As you seek to serve Jesus, your “Mel-

ch izedek” priest , you  n eed th e sam e

em powerm ent by His Spirit  as He h ad. To

allay an y doubts th at  Jesus m igh t n ot be

th e An oin ted On e of God, “the Spirit of

God descend[ed] like a dove and light[ed] on

him ” — th e sam e Spirit  Wh o abides in

th ose wh o walk in  th e Lordsh ip  of Jesus.

On ly wh en  you are baptized in to th e

sam e Spirit  th at an oin ted Jesus can  you

com plete our Fath er’s purposes an d be

transform ed in to th e n atu re of Jesus.

Neith er th e tem ple regulation s of old n or

th e steeples of today’s Levitical system  of

in term ediary clergy can  effect th e life

ch an ges th at  on ly ou r Melch izedek,

Jesus, can .

Th rough  our Kin g an d High  Priest we

can  draw near to God. We wh o em brace

th e true Gospel are th e Spirit’s dwellin g

place. No earth ly structure is h olier th an

an oth er, for wh ere th e Spirit of Jesus is,

th ere dwells His presen ce. “Do you not

know that your body is a t em ple of the

Holy Spirit , who is in you , whom you have

received from  God?” (1 Corin th ian s 6:19).

[For m ore on  th is, see our n ewsletter

March , 2001: Living as t he Fam ily of

Melchizedek.]

Th e clergy system  of today is a th row

back to  th e t em p le Levit ical o rd er.

Revision ists in  th e fourth  cen tury resur-

rected th e old  priest ly role to support  th e

pattern  th ey h ad adapted from  th e Greek

pagan  priests. 

Note th is, h owever: Th e High

Priesth ood of Jesus our Melch izedek an d

th e old  Levit ical priesth ood can n ot exist

at  th e sam e t im e. Th ey represen t two

en tirely differen t coven an ts. Th e form er

th at  is en acted from  h eaven  h as replaced

th e lat ter system  th rough  th e sh ed blood

of th e Priest  Him self:

For Christ did not enter a m an-m ade

sanctuary that was only a copy of the

true one; he ent ered  heaven it self, now

to appear for us in God’s presence. Nor

did he enter heaven to offer him self

again and again, the way the high priest

enters the Most Holy Place every year

with blood that is not his own. Then

Christ would have had to suffer m any

tim es since the creation of the world. But

now he has appeared  once for a ll at

the end of the ages t o do aw ay w it h sin

by t he sacrifice of him self (Hebrews

9:24-26).

How much do you know about Jesus as a

“priest in the order of Melchizedek”? Can

you describe why perceiving Jesus in this

light is important to you? (You may want to

explore the Book of Hebrews for insight into

the role of Jesus as our High Priest.)

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Describe what you believe to be the bibli-

cal background for the current clergy system

in Christendom. What similarities do you

see between the clergy role and that of the

obsolete Levitical priesthood?

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________
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A Hebraic Perspective

Em pow ered  By The Holy Spirit

“‘Not  by m ight  nor by pow er, but  by

m y Spirit ,’ says t he LORD Alm ight y”

(Zech ariah  4:6)

As a resu lt  of Peter’s m essage at

Pen tecost, m an y from  th e Hebraic Stream

em braced  Jesus as th eir lon g-awaited

Messiah . Th e teach in gs of Jesus, in clud-

in g His affirm ation  of th e n eed to be born

again , con firm ed th at God h ad been

guidin g th is group for som etim e. Th eir

an cestors in  th e Hebraic Stream  h ad

already put in to practice th e relational pri-

orities an d foundational spiritual practices

th ey would n eed in  th eir faith  pilgrim age.

A n ew th ough t for you  to con sider:

Th e Ch urch , th e “called-out ones”, d id

n ot begin  at  Pen tecost . Th e “ch urch ” as

exem plified  by a life of love-groun ded

obedien t trust  began  with  Abrah am , th e

first  “called-out one.” Th is is wh y h e is

called  th e father of all wh o put th eir trust

in  Jesus (Rom an s 4:16), an d wh y th e

Gospel was first  spoken  to Abrah am

(Galatian s 3:8). 

As we’ve already m en t ion ed , th e

Hebraic Stream  up un til th e first  com in g

of Jesus were th e “called out ones”. Th ese

h ad been  walkin g in  th e footsteps of

Abrah am  in  th eir h eart relation sh ip of

obedien t trust in  God. An d, th ese sam e

Hebraic “called-out ones” respon ded to

Peter’s p roof th at  Jesu s fu lfilled  th e

proph ecies as God’s An oin ted On e. It  was

th rough  th eir repen tan ce an d trust th at

th ese “called-out ones” were forgiven  an d

em powered by the Holy Spirit.

Everyth in g th at  th e earliest  followers

of Jesus n eeded to kn ow about en actin g

th eir faith  in  a m an n er p leasin g to God

h ad already been  m ade kn own  to th eir

an cestors. To repeat , 

EVERYTHING you fin d in  th e 

New er Testam en t relation al priorities

an d faith  practices w ere already 

part of th e Hebraic Stream  before th e

com in g of Jesus. All th ey n eeded w ere

His sacrificial aton em en t an d th e 

em pow erm en t of th e Holy Spirit.

Th in k about th e above statem en t for

a m om en t: 

• Th e Fath er h ad en sured th at  th e rela-

t ion al priorit ies an d faith  practices

th at  would fu lfill His purposes were

already in place before th e com in g of

Jesus. 

• For th e m ajority of Ch ristian s, an d pos-

sibly you, th is is a wh ole n ew aware-

n ess. So m an y h ave con fin ed th em -

selves to th e Newer Testam en t as an

in depen den t en tity, discon n ected from

its roots in  th e Hebrew Scriptures.

Som e go so far as to refer to th e “New

Testam en t  Ch urch ” as th ough  th e

Older Testam en t  were in sign ifican t

an d useless in stead of foundational for

th e con tin uin g truth  presen ted in  th e

Newer Testam en t.

• Our con cern ed Fath er also realized th at

th ose wh o trusted in  His Son  would

n eed th e em powerm en t of His Spirit  if

th ey were to walk in  th e obedien t

trust  th at  would fu lfill His purposes. 

Th e n eed for th e Spirit’s power wasn ’t

un ique to th e Hebraic early Ch urch .

Man y Ch ristian s lim it th e Holy Spirit’s

work to th e Newer Testam en t. But th is is

far from  th e tru th . Th e Spirit’s role an d

presen ce perm eate th e Hebrew Scrip-

tures. For exam ple, th e Spirit  was an  in te-

gral part of creation  in  Gen esis. He was in

th e m idst of th e Israelites durin g th eir

wildern ess journ ey (Isaiah  63:11).

Th e Older Testam en t test ifies th at  th e

Holy Spirit  en tered part icu lar in dividuals
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to en able th em  to perform  extraordin ary

acts on  God’s beh alf. Let’s exam in e th ree

in stan ces in  th e Hebrew Scrip tures in

wh ich  th e Spirit  cam e upon som eon e. 

A key illustrat ion  is Joseph , wh om

God raised up  in  au th ority over all of

Egypt to prepare th e coun try to face th e

com in g fam in e. Even  Ph araoh  test ified

th at  “the Spirit of God lives in him !”

(Gen esis 41:38).

Th en  we en coun ter Bezalel, in  wh om

our Lord p laced His Spirit  so h e could

serve Moses in  bu ild in g th e Tabern acle

(Exodus 31:3).

An d  wh en  God  wan ted  to  raise u p  a

wise su ccessor fo r Moses, we’re to ld ,

“Now Joshua son of Nun was filled  w it h

t he Spirit of wisdom  because Moses had

laid his hands on him . So the Israelites

listened to him  and did what the LORD

had com m anded Moses” (Deu teron om y

34:9).

Wh en  our Lord prom ises, “Not by

m ight nor by power, but by m y Spirit ”

(Zech ariah  4:6), do you  realize th at  He

m ean s for th is to apply FOR ALL AGES?

Th e Holy Spirit  in  our Fath er’s ch il-

dren  n ot on ly separates us ou t from  all

m an kin d in  relat ion sh ip  an d m otiva-

t ion ; He also en ables us to joyfu lly obey

an d com plete our Fath er’s purposes for

us. To live for Jesus in  th e m idst  of evil,

you  n eed spiritual power.

Describe your own views on the Holy

Spirit as He pertains to your life. Does He

seem to be more of an abstract concept? or,

is He a living Person through Whom you

communicate in union with Jesus

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

A Hebraic Perspective

Im m ersion In The Holy Spirit

“It ’s t rue t ha t  I am  im m ersing you in

w at er so t ha t  you m ight  t urn from  sin

t o God; but  t he one com ing aft er m e is

m ore pow erful t han I — I’m  not  w or-

t hy even t o carry his sandals — and  he

w ill im m erse you in t he Holy Spirit

and  in fire” (Matth ew 3:11,CJB)

No on e can  poin t  to th e Holy Spirit

an d say, “Th ere He is!” Yet, Scrip ture

con firm s th at  an  in visible God-Person

en ters in to every true follower of Jesus as

a sign  th at  our Fath er h as con sum m ated

His Coven an t with  th at  in dividual.

In  som e sectors of Hellen ized Ch risti-

an ity, baptism  in  th e Holy Spirit  is a con -

troversial subject. An d because th e Spirit

is so sign ifican t in  th e way our Fath er

uses His people to fu lfill His purposes,

Satan  would like n oth in g m ore th an  to

m ake th e Holy Spirit  a divisive topic.

Rem em ber th at  water baptism  in  th e

early Ch u rch  was d erived  from  th e

Jewish  m ikveh in  wh ich  a person  was

im m ersed in  water for purification  pur-

poses. Th is is th e backdrop to th e prom -

ise of th e “baptism  in the Holy Spirit”. It  is

an  im m ersion into th e Spirit . An d as you

n otice in  th e Book of Acts, th ose with

th e Spirit  of Ch rist  were tran sform ed!

Pictu re you rself th ere on  th at

Pen tecost  m orn in g described  in  Acts

ch apter 2. Th e prom ised  Holy Spirit

un m istakably arrived! But wh y was His

in dwellin g presen ce so n ecessary?

• Th e Holy Spirit  is first  an d forem ost th e

eviden ce th at  our Fath er h as accepted

us as ch ildren  of th e Coven an t th at

was m ade sure in  Jesus. 

• Our p ilgrim age with  th e Holy Spirit  is

th e m ean s th rough  wh ich  we becom e

Produced by Restoration Ministries International • A Gift-supported ministry (1 Cor. 9:11)
• www.restorationministries.org • e-mail: mikedowg@aol.com

5



increasingly transform ed in to Ch rist’s

liken ess. 

• An d, His power th rough  us is wh at

m akes us effective in  fu lfillin g our

Fath er’s purposes: “But you will receive

pow er when the Holy Spirit com es on

you; and you will be m y w it nesses in

Jerusalem , and in all Judea and Sam aria,

and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

[See Ch apter 1 of God’s Instrum ents for

W ar, “The Anoint ing of t he Holy Spirit :

God’s Pow er Given To Man”.]

Wouldn ’t  you  like to  h ave h eard

Peter’s words firsth an d?

Repent  and be bapt ized , every one of

you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the for-

giveness of your sins. And you will receive the

gift of the Holy Spirit. The prom ise is for

you and your children and for all w ho

are far off—for all w hom  the Lord our

God w ill call” (Acts 2:38,39).

Even  th ough  n on e of us was th ere,

th e prom ise th ey received of th e Spirit  is

for each  of us wh o trusts in  th e work,

power an d au th ority of Jesus. Th e prom -

ise is for you...

Do you  believe in  your h eart  th at  a

follower of Jesus today n eeds a Spirit-

em powered life to fu lfill our Fath er’s

purposes in  an d th rough  h im ? Our God

doesn ’t  depen d  on  your st ren gth  or

in telligen ce to fu lfill His p lan s. He values

in stead your depen den ce on  His Spirit.

What is your belief about baptism in the

Holy Spirit?

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Describe how you know that the Holy

Spirit indwells you. Cite both Scripture and

personal experience to evidence His presence.

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

A Hebraic Perspective

The Holy Spirit  As Teacher

“But  t he Counselor, t he Holy Spirit ,

w hom  t he Fat her w ill send  in m y

nam e, w ill t each you a ll t hings 

and  w ill rem ind  you of everyt hing 

I have sa id  t o you” (Joh n  14:26)

Th e Hebraic followers of Jesus clearly

un derstood wh at it  m ean t to be “born

again .” Th e rabbis of th e Hebraic Stream

h ad been  teach in g th is tru th  for over

200 years. Spiritual rebirth  was a sh ift

from  your m in d to your h eart . In  a

sen se, to be born  again  was a ch an ge in

m otivat ion  from  “w hat ” you  d id  to

“w hy” you did  it . 

[See Lesson  8: The Hebraic Stream

Versus The Judaizing Stream .]

To His followers Jesus foretold th at

th ey would receive th e Coun selor Wh o

would teach  th em  th is n ew way of life.

He would reveal Him self as th at  in n er

voice to gu ide th em  an d quicken  th eir

un derstan din g of God’s ways. 

Th e Apostle Joh n  affirm s th is role of

th e Holy Spirit  wh en  h e assures, “...as his

anointing t eaches you about all things and

as t ha t  anoint ing is rea l, not counter-

feit—just as it has taught you, rem ain in

him ” (1 Joh n  2:27).

Life with  th e in dwellin g Holy Spirit

isn ’t m ean t to be on e-way com m un ica-

t ion . To un derstan d th e Holy Spirit  as
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th e followers of Jesus did , th in k of th e

in visible Person  of th e Holy Spirit  as

your in tim ate, two-way com m un icator

with  your h eaven ly Fath er:

• Th e in visible Holy Spirit  expresses our

Fath er’s will an d His love th rough

your sp irit  in to your m in d so you  can

respon d in  obedien t love. 

• As th e Spirit  of wisdom  He gives you

God’s un derstan din g of tru th .

• Wh en  you  pray, th e Holy Spirit  in ter-

cedes with  our Fath er an d guides you

to pray accordin g to our Fath er’s will. 

Can  you  see h ow th e process by

wh ich  you ’ve learn ed  in  th e p ast

th rough  your m in d CHANGES wh en

your sp irit  perceives an d agrees with  our

Fath er th rough  th e Spirit  of Jesus?

Prior t o t he Spirit ’s indw elling, 

a ll t ha t  you learned  w as acquired

t hrough your PHYSICAL SENSES as

t hey sent  inform at ion t o your MIND. 

But  as a  Spirit -led  follow er of Jesus,

t rut h is learned , a ffirm ed  and  applied

by t he HOLY SPIRIT t o your SPIRIT.

Th e Spirit  of Jesus gu ides an d teach es

th ose He in dwells by an n oun cin g th e

tru th  He’s received from  Jesus to th e sp ir-

it  of Jesus’s followers (see Joh n  16:13-

15). Th ese “an n oun cem en ts” aren ’t  oral

in  th e sen se th at  your ears p ick th em  up.

Rath er, th e “ears” of your sp irit  respon d

to th e Holy Spirit’s in n er proclam ation .

Sad ly, so m an y Ch rist ian s n ever

m ake th e tran sit ion  from  th e ph ysical to

th e sp iritual d im en sion . Th ey depen d

solely on  th eir five sen ses to im part

in form ation  to th eir m in d. In  doin g so

th ey n egate depen den ce on  th e Spirit  of

Jesus. Ult im ately th ey m ay fin d th em -

selves sin n in g again st  God by grievin g

an d quen ch in g His Spirit .

Describe how you learn and apply bibli-

cal truth. How dependent are you on hearing

from the Spirit and obeying what He says?

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

As you consider your own prayer life,

what part does the Holy Spirit play? What

did He last make known to you apart from

your physical senses?

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

A Hebraic Perspective

The Spirit  of Convict ion

“W hen [t he Holy Spirit ] com es, he w ill

convict  t he w orld  of guilt  in regard  t o

sin and  right eousness and  judgm ent ”

(Joh n  16:8)

In  Lesson  6, The Older Testam ent: Key

To Repentance, we em ph asized th e Older

Testam en t as th e source for un derstan d-

in g th e all-im portan t  requ irem en t of

repen tan ce. Th at’s wh y it’s so eviden t

th at Jesus, Joh n  th e Baptizer an d Peter at

Pen tecost clearly un derstood th is Hebraic

pre-con dition . Each  on e preach ed repen-

tance as th e first  step in to th e Kin gdom .

Con sider th is vital poin t: In order to

repent you need to be convicted. An d th at’s

exactly wh at Jesus tells us will be part  of

th e Holy Spirit’s m in istry — th e One

W ho convicts. Con viction  m ean s th at
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you perceive your sin  from  God’s van -

tage poin t  an d recogn ize th at  th ere are

con sequen ces if you  con tin ue on  th at

path .

Wh en  Peter fin ish ed addressin g th e

Jews at  Pen tecost , th e im pact of th e Holy

Spirit  as Con victor was profoun d an d

im m ed iate: “W hen the people heard

[Peter’s words], t hey w ere cut  t o t he heart

and said to Peter and the other apostles,

‘Brothers, what shall we do?’” (Acts 2:37;

see also  2 Corin th ian s 7:10,11).

Jesus revealed to His d iscip les th e

Spirit’s role as Con victor so th at  th ey

would recogn ize th e Spirit’s presen ce in

action . Th e con victin g work of th e Holy

Spirit  is a great  kin dn ess th at  our HOLY

God h as given  to m an kin d. If th e Spirit

DIDN’T con vict  people of th eir viola-

t ion s of God’s com m an ds, th ey’d on ly

grow m ore evil. 

En vision , for exam ple, if th is n ation

h ad n o police establish m en t to en force

th e laws of th is lan d. If lawbreakers were

n ot con victed, wh at do you  th in k would

h appen ? Society would becom e m ore

ben t on  evil an d ever m ore lawless. 

Th at’s wh y our Fath er so accurately

described h um an ity in  term s of “every

inclination of the thoughts of his heart was

only evil all the tim e” (Gen esis 6:5). God

kn ew we n eeded h elp! We n eed to be

con victed wh en  we break His laws.

Con sider h ow n ecessary th e in dwel-

lin g Holy Spirit  is to followers of Jesus

for th em  to be able

• to be con victed of th eir sin s wh en

th ey’re walkin g in  u n righ teou s,

worldly ways. 

• to repen t for th eir sin s by turn in g from

th em  an d walkin g uprigh tly.

• to be clean sed of all un righ teousn ess. 

If you’ll read our art icle, The Gospel

Of The Covenant  Is The Pilgrim age To

Salva t ion , you’ll see h ow powerfu l is th e

prayer of a righ teous person  wh o’s FREE

from  un con fessed sin ! Wh at glory th at

person  brin gs to our Fath er!

In  essen ce, th e con victin g work of

th e in dwellin g HOLY Spirit  en ables fol-

lowers of Jesus to live HOLY lives. He

en ables th em  to be used for HOLY pur-

poses in  God’s Kin gdom . 

How do you recognize when the Holy

Spirit is convicting you of sin?

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

How would you describe your receptivity

to the Holy Spirit’s conviction? Quick to

respond? Resistant? Unresponsive?

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Ask those close to you in the faith to

describe your willingness to turn from sin

when it’s made known to you. 

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________
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