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MONTH AT A GLANCE (K-12 All School Event; ; ES = Elementary

School; MS = Middle School; HS = High School; DAAPA; MESAC/EAC)

Welcome to the SPOTScalendar. We encourage parentsto checkweeklyasoccasionally datesortimes may change.

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY WEEKEND
JANUARY 2015
PS/ES Day 6 PS/ES Day 7 PS/ES Day 8 PS/ES Day 9 PS/ES Day 10
2 MS/HS Day 6 26‘MS/HS Day 7 2 MS/HS Day 8 | 2 MS/HS Day 1 29 ‘MS/HS Day 2 | 3 O ‘ 3 1
IB Mock Exams / High School Semester 1 Exams / ES Parent Engagement Week EAC EAC JV
Grade 4/5 Swim Team Tryouts Cross Basketball
Grade 5 Overnight | ES Coffee Morning DAAPA MS 1 Semester Ends for | Country | EAC JV Soccer
Camping Trip 8:00 a.m. New Year’s Brunch Middle/High School EAS JV Tennis
Parent Information PS/ES Conf Rm 8:30 a.m. Bystro DAAPA
Meeting 8-9am, ES [ RSVP required
Conference Room MS WWW Parent - Student Souk Day
- Meetings U14B/G Basketball v P ——
Grade 5 Students G.6 A.A. Oman - ACS @ DAA MS \l(nv(\;\‘le\alanrent
Course Selection Rm. 9 4.30pm start — London - Argt room
Sheets due G.8 Thailand Rm 30 Boys HS gym,
[ _ Girls ES gym
MS WWW Par. Mtg |U14B/G Basketball v U14B/G soccer v ACS
G7 Nepal - Rm. 134 GAA @ GAA @ DAA 4.30pm start
3:15 pm start 2pm leave
FEBRUARY 2015
1 PS/ES Day 1 | 2 PS/ES Day 2 | 3 PS/ES Day 3 | 4 PS/ES Day 4 | 5 ‘PS/ES Day 5 | 6 ‘ 7
MS/HS Day 3 MS/HS Day 4 MS/HS Day 5 MS/HS Day 6 MS/HS Day 7
MS WWW Parent | 8th Grade Student/ | ES Track & Field Day MESAC JV Soccer AESDelhi (Feb 5-9)
Meeting for Parent Presentation [ MESAC Senior Fine Arts ABA Oman (Feb 5-9)
Philippines Sailing | on HS Course | HSIB Night- Gr10 NS Semester 1 | MESAC JV Basketball
Rm 36 Registration §:30 p.m. Reports Mailed ASDubai (Feb 6-8)
1:45-2:45 p.m. DAA Auditorium -
DAA Auditorium WWW Parent Meeting EAC Varsity
- for G.6 Kalba Camp Soccer
MS WWW Parent Rm. 136 EAC Varsity
Meetings Basketball
G.8 Philippines
Diving Rm. 30

PS/ES Day 6 PS/ES Day 7 PS/ES Day 8 PS/ES Day 9 ‘PS/ES Day 10 ‘
MS/HS Day 8 | 9 MS/HS Day 1 | 1 MS/HS Day 2 1 MS/HS Day 3 1 2 MS/HS Day 4 1 3 1 4

HS Junior College MESAC VarBasketball ACS (Feb 11-14)
Night - Gr. 11 MESAC VarSoccerDoha (Feb 11-15)
6:30 p.m. MESAC VarTennis (Feb 11-15) hosted by DAA
DAA Auditorium MESAC Cross Country (Feb 12-15) hosted by DAA
MS Coffee Morning EAC Ul4
8:00 a.m. Basketball,
PS/ES Conf Rm EAC Ul4
Soccey

GEMS - DUBATAMERICAN A CADEMY ‘
Telephone 04 347-9222 Fax 04 347-6070
e-mai communication_daa @ gemsedu.com

DAA Website: www.gemsaa-dubaicom GEMSWebsite: www.gemseducation.com G EMS
EDUCATION
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AILSCHOOLNEWS

FROM THE SUPERINTENDENTS O FFICE
DearDAA Families,

As this is my first SPOTS message of 2015, Iwould like to brefly wish everyone in DAA’s community a
happy New Year Two weeksago Iasked Matthew Widing, DAA’s deputy superntendent, to write
this message. Matthew has been at DAA for only a short time, but we are already beginning to
benefit from his experience, dedic ation, humility, and sincerty. Ilasked Matthew to wrte our SPO'TS
article two weeksago partly because Iwanted to raise hisprofile among ourparent c o mmunity. He
is an indispensable memberof DAA’s leadership team, and Icertainly know how much Idepend
upon him!

I write this week from Iondon where I am attending a teacher recruitment fair. This is how
intemational schools ike DAA identify and hire theirteachers. The recruiting season in inte mational
schools hits its peak in January and February, when DAA’s principals, assistant principals, and Ido
most of our hirng for the following year. There are neardy 700 seasoned intemational educators
attending this Ilondon fair, and my job isto convince the best onesto join usat DAA in August. Mo st
of the 700 teachers attending this recruitment fair cunently work in other intemational schools
armund the word. Just yesterday, for example, I interviewed several great teachers presently
working in Belgium, Brazil, Kuwait, South Korea, and the Philippines. Allare ready fornew adventures
in theircareersand I'm doing my bestto convince them that Dubaimight be right forthem.

In addition to the training and experience DAA requires, we’re also looking forteachers who have
the right mindset about children and leaming. We wantteachers who, above all, love working with
chidren - compassionate educators who see every student as a unique person. We also want
teachers who motivate and inspire students to give theirbest e fforts in e verything they do. The most
brlliant teachers, in my opinion, are the ones who inspire a student to give hergreatest effort and
realize herpotential, even on smallertasks and assignments, not because of a grade orincentive,
but because the pride, self-confidence, and integrity that child develops are their own enduring
reward.

Twvo indicators suggest a lot about the type of school DAA is becoming. First, where are DAA’s
departing teachers taking new positions? Iam pleased to share that some ofthe best intemational
schools in the wordd are lining up to recruit the best teachers from DAA who have declared
themselves “free agents.” In the last two years, schools such as United Word College South East
Asia, the American School of the Hague, Sngapore American School, the Intemational Schoolof
Manila, Shanghai American School, and the Intemational School of Aberdeen (Scotland) have
hired formerDAA teachers. DAAisrecognized asan outstanding schoolon the inte mational ¢ irc uit,
one that has high professional standards and expectations of its teachers and one that invests
seriously in teachers’ professional leaming. Second, how successful is DAA at retaining its best
teachers? Much credit here belongs to Robin Appleby, my predecessor as DAA’s superinte nde nt.
When Robin became DAA’s superintendent during the 2008-09 school year, DAA was the type of
schoolteachers “visited” fortwo yearsbefore moving on. The average tenure of a DAA teacherat
that time was armund 2.5 years. Neary six years laterthat numberstands around 5.2 years, which is
a dramatic change. So while it alwayssaddens me to have an outstanding teachermove on from
DAA, those numbers indicate that teachers are staying longer and investing more in our school
And that'sgood for DAA’s students.

There are great things happening at DAA, as this edition of SPO'IS will surely reveal Things never
seem to really slow down armund this school!l My best regards again to your families as we begin
2015. Ithink we have anothertemnific yearin front of us.

Kind Regards,

Jim Hardin
Superintendent/ CEO
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DAAPA NEWS

DAAPA (DAA Parents Association) isan active parent association dedicated to enric hing the lives
of DAA students and community, promoting cooperation between DAA parents, staff and
administration and spreading the "culture of kindness" that is at the core of DAA's values. Al
eanents assocamon P @arents/ guardians of DAA stud e nts are automatic ally members of DAAPA.

A

SO UK DAY THIS THURSDAY, JANUARY 29™

DAAPA presents
STUDENT
SOUK DAY
January 29", 2015
3:15pm — 5:30pm
Field will be open at

2:15 for set-up

Are you looking for

y some great bargains?

\ Join us and support

our young entrepreneurs
_ as they part with their
\L gently loved,
but no longer needed items.

Remember to bring along some
spare change. You never know

What is on sale? what you might find.

Used toys, books, crafts
(kid-made), sporting equipment,
electronics, baby gear, puzzles,
craft supplies, treats, sweets and

baked goods.
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All goods must conform to
UAE guidelines, and must be Contact
non-violent and non-pirated.

stayintouchwithdaaes@gmail.com
for more information.
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International Food
PESTIVAL

Friday, February 20, 2015
Mark your calendars!

DearParents,

Can you imagine a ye arwithout an Inte mational Food Fe stival? No? Then,we need your
participation!

The IFFisjust a few shot weeksaway and we need parent participation! Ofthe 99 countriesat

DAA, lessthan 25 are currently represented. We need more country re pre sentative s forthe IFFto
be successful. Don't miss this o pportunity to showcase yournational cuisine and c ulture. Sign up
TODAY - http://goo.gl/ forms/ yWinVIho7 DEADIINE FOR SIGN-UPS IS THURSDAY, JANUARY 29™H,

Fyouhave any questionsplease do nothesitate to contactany ofthe IFFteam.

© SamarHusseini- Event Chair- (samarh-02@hotmailcom)
= Manisha Dutt - manisha.middle.east@gmailcom
= Coleen Sommern - csommern70@gmailc om

Join usand help make IFF2015 the bestevent yet! We look forwarding to sharing this
experience with you,

The DAAPA TFF Committe e

DAAPA IN THE MIDDIE SCHOOL
DAAPA in the MS
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= MS will be having its annual New Years brunch on Wednesday, Jan. 28% at Bystio starting at
8:30am. 'There will be a pre-set breakfast amanged for us and everyone attending wil pay
T0AED perperson to attend, payable upon amval We will continue ourtradition of having a
secret gift exchange, please bring a 50AED wrapped gift to the brunch to participate in the
exchange. RSVP by Jan 25t if attending to: stayintouchwithdaams@gmai.com. Map to Bystro
canbe found at this link: http://bystrodubaicom/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/bystro-map.pdf

® The Golden Mile will be on Thursday, Feb. 19 from 8:00-9:30am the event willinclude the annual
parent/ teachermile run. We would like as many parents as possible to run at this event. No
need to RSVP, just show up that moming in yourrunning gear.

Have a good week,
Christina Iundgren & Theresa Starta
DAAPA MSVice President & DAAPA MSCommunic ations Coordinator
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DAAPA NEWS, continued

DAAPA IN THE HIGH SCHOOL
De ar HS Parents,

1.

Ournext parent connect Bunko Night, is happening on Wednesday, February 11t from 19:30
to 23:00, at Karen EIKawa's home, in Unm Al She iff!

Bunko isan easy game and the sole purpose,isto getto know lots of different people asyou
play the game, but mostly, to have fun!!

Just bring yourselves, and we wilprovide the food, drinks and lots of fun prizes. The Costis 150
dhsand space islimited to 40 players only!

Please make your payment at Ieopard's Den, during their opening hours to confim your
participation orbefore Sunday, February 8%, aslong asspacesare stillavailable!

A confimation e-maiwillbe sent to you, with directionsto Karen'shome, assoon aswe
receive yourpayme nt!

We have more information on the Emirates Literature Festival at the Interc ontinental Hotel in
DubaiFestival City. Asa group we wilbe attending 2 sessions on Thursday, March 5th.

The fust is from 10-1lam and will be given by Financial Times columnist Heather Mc Gregor
highlighting herbook Mrs. Mone ype nny’s FinancialAdvice forlhdependent Women. & seems
Ms. McGregoris able to look at issues like family, budgets, and financial responsbilities in a
humorus way. Thisbookis available at Kinokuniya in Dubai Mallas well as online via iBooks
and Amazon.

The second session, from 12 - 1pm, highlights 3 authors called "Female Focus: Women in
Wondedand".

The following authorswilbe featured speakers:

©  Jenni Mumay,an acclaimed British broadcasterwho hasanchored the daily Radio 4 show
Woman's Hoursince 1987. She hasnumerusbooksincluding Me mousofa Not So Dutiful
Daughter. We have not found thisbookin the UAE kisavailable on the UKAmazon
store.

=  Adele Paxks, authorof 14 bestselling novels, including herlatest Spare Brides. We have
found a few copiesarmund town. There isone available at Mc Grudy’sin Jumeirah and
WH Smith in Oasis Center.

©  Saira Shah, an award-winning writer, warreporter & documentary flm-maker. Herlate st
novelis The Mouseproof Kichen. Thisbookisavailable at Kinokuniya in DubaiMalland
online aswell

Based on last year, the books were sold at the Festival as well and after the sessions, the
authorswere available forsigning personalbooks.

KFyou would like to attend eithersession, ticketsare 70 AED each and canbe purchased on
the website : http://www.e mira te slitfe st.com

Fyouwilbe going to the talk and would like to enjoy some lunch afterwards, please drop us
anemaiand we'llmake a booking at one ofthe restaurants around DubaiFestival City. The
eventtakesplace atthe Interc ontinental Hotel DubaiFestival City.

Any questions, please callNicole 050-718-5169.

Thisis a very fun event. Don’t miss it!

Wam regards
DAAPA HS Committe e
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PRIMARY POINTS (Kindergarten 1 - Grade 2) Make sure to read the corresponding DAAPA NEWS

section of this issue of SPOTS for all the latest Primary School parent sponsored events!
FROM THE PS PRINCIPALLS DESK
DearPrimary Sc hoolParents,

It was wonderful getting to see so many of you during our Wellness Week at both Sports Day and
our Moming Coffees. We all have the same goal to make sure that all our kids have healthy
bodies, minds, and relationships and it was wonderful to give wellness the attention and focus it
deserves.

This week in SPOTSIwant to make sure that everyone hasaccessto the information and ideasthat
were shared during the Coffee Momings. Whetheryou were able to attend ornot, this information
canbe helpfulasyou help guide and teach yourchild healthy habits fora life time .

Resourcesto promote welness
Seep: Sleep might have a biggerfactoron ourchild’s wellness than any othersingle factor. Here

is a lnk the handout with some research and tips on healthy sleeping habits
(https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Byl7iMp C WkSb Q zV2Q kxO Um Rhe G 8/vie w? usp =sharing )

Healthy Eating: We were fortunate to have Chloe Moir, a localnutrition expert come in to provide
information on the impactofhealthy eating on yourchild. Formore information here is a link to the
handout she provided on nutritio n (
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Byl7iMp C WkSb Vm Fmc Xp fU316a Fi/ view? usp=sharng ) and also
the linkto herChloe’sblog (http://www.smartfitness.ae/team/chloe-moir')

Mind fulne ss: Dr. Salha Afridi did a wonderful presentation on the importance of mindfulness and
slowing down in children. There is lots to think about and some great practical strategies in her
presenation whic h is linke d here
(https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Byl7iMp C WkSb REJa a kFjd kg OWHE0/ vie w? usp =sharing ).

Overall Wellness: Ms Dana Shemi and Ms Sonja Adam, two fabulous DAA teachers, put togethera
folder with information on fitness, exercise ideas, screens & brain development, and fun quotes for
kid s. Here is the link to the folder with al the information
(https://drive.google.com/foldervie w?id =0B522Vb 5Q a SjUUSw ¢ DN6SFjb UU&usp =sharing e id &invite

=CMvy5vIE).

Big Thanks to DAAPA forhosting the lovely movie night on Thursday evening. kisa lot of work and
this type of event is part of what makes going to DAA such a wonderful experience for our kids.
Thank you, DAAPA vo lunte e 1s!!!

Upcoming Events

Relatively quiet for DAA, but we wil have some opportunities to come in and leam more about
teaching and leaming n our Arabic classes during our Word Ianguage Week (the week of
February 8t). Be looking formore information in SPOTSand teacherblogs.

Wam Regamnds,
YourPSAdmin Team

Iost and Found

Are you missing a waterbottle, sweater, uniform? We have many ite ms in the
Iost and Found which would love to retum to theirproperhome.

Primary and Elementary Schoollost and found items are cumently on display
in the Foyer. The deadline forcollecting temshasbeen moved to Sunday,
January 25t
Afterthis, temswilbe donated to an approved charity.
Thank yo u.
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EIEMENTARY ESSENTIALS (Grades 3-5) Make sure to read the corresponding DAAPA NEWS section of

this issue of SPOTS for all the latest Elementary School parent sponsored events!
FROM THE ES PRINCIPALS DESK
It'san exciting time in the ES! Have a lookbelow to discoverallthe greateventshappening here!

Jr. FAC Track and Field finals at ASD: Saturday marks the end of the Track and Field season for dJr.
EAC. Please come outto cheeron ourstudents!

Grade 5 Ovemight Camping Tip Parent nformation Meeting on Sunday Jan. 25t from 8-9am, ES
Conference Room: Iet the 5th Grade Desert Safar fun begin! 'This year we are happy to be
partnering with Ecoventure, to provide the opportunity. Please join us, this Sunday at 8 a.m. in the
ESConference Room, when DAA willbe hosting an informationalmeeting forparents facilitated by
the company. There wilbe a student nformationalmeeting to follow. The agenda forthe meeting
covers the trip explanation as well as the timelne of events leading up to the trp including
important deadlines and forms. Ecoventure and teachers will also be available to answer any
questionsyou may have.

Grade 5 Course Selection Sheets: due January 25t to grade 5 homermom teachers.

Parent Engagement Week: January 25-January 29

Next week (January 25-January 29) will be Parent Engagement Week in the Elementary School
During the week, parents will have the opportunity to attend a varety of ES specialist and grade
levelclasses. The importance of thiseventisto provide parents an opportunity to experience the
leaming taking place while giving parents ideas and activities to use at home to support their
chid's leaming. We look forward to seeing all of you frequently next week! For more spec ific
detais regarding session descrptions, times and locations, please see the separate flyerattached
to thisweek's SPOTSemail

ES Parent Coffee Moming: Monday, January 26 at 8:00am in the ES conference room

Session: Parents as Partners: Suppornting Ieaming Beyond the School Day. In this session, you wil
leam more about literacy and math instruc tion in the Elementary School(by some ofourvery own
ES classmom teachers!), with an emphasis on how you can build on the leaming at school by
linking this to your work with yourchild at home. Parent participants will also have opportunities to
share theirideas with other parents and hear from some of our ES students on this topic. Please
plan to join us!

ES Musical for5th Grade Students: Thankyou to allgrade 5 students who came outto the auditions
last week. The castlist hasnow been posted and practicesbegin February 2m. Please check the
blog linkformore information: http://aladdinjrdaa.blogspot.ae/.

Student Souk Day: January 29th Please refer to the DAAPA Comer in this newsletter for more
information.

Iost and Found: kems have been on display in the Foyerfora couple of weeks. Tbmomow is your
lastchance to check formissing property before itisdonated to c harty.

A note from Ms. Allison and Mr. Anaya (ESPETeachers): ESThack and Field Day:

Trackand Feld Day forallGrade 3,4 and 5 classes wilbe held on Tuesday, February 3rd, 8 am to 1
pm. This will be held on the DAA track and artificial turf. The students have been working really
hard to improve their fitne ss and skills, so they can demonstrate theirbest speed and powerforthis
day! Parentsare welcome to come and cheeron theirchild and theirteam! Just a reminderthere
will be no hot lunch served on this day, so pack an extra energy supplying lunch for your child.
Waterbottles are necessary! Each homermom hasbeen assigned a color (representing one of the
UAEs 7 Emiratesora colorofthe UAEflag), and we are asking that yourchild weara Tshit of that
color, their PE shorts and proper running shoes on Feb. 3rd. Colored Tshirts with our ES Track and
Field Day logo have been ordered, they should be ready next week. I isnot mandatory to buy
one,butplease have yourchid weara solid colort-shit fortheirteam. Mark yourcalendars so you
can join us on this day!

Roberta Wiensand Patrick Molloy
ESAdmin eam
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EIEMENTARY ESSENTIALS (Grades 3-5), continued

DAA Jr. FAC (Grade 4 and 5 only) Swim Team Tyouts and Season:

The ESswim te am starts tryouts next week and finishes competition season mid May. The team is
opento grade 4 & 5 studentsonly and wilbe chosen based on the tryouts. Fa studentdoesnot
attend the scheduled tryoutsthey wilnotbe eligible to take part.

Asadvertised at the start ofthe year, Absolute Swimming wilbe providing coachesand lifeguards.
There willbe a costof 1000aed perswimmerpayable to Absolute Swimming if yourchild isselected
forthe team. Thismust be paid within the first week afterselection. In addition, team membersare
expected to purchase a DAA swimsuit and cap.

The team wilbe based on the time trialsand coacheswillbe looking forswimmersto execute a
variety of strokes. Practiceswilbe Mondaysand Wednesdays, from 3-4:30pm atthe ESpool ¥
yourchild isnotselected forthe ESSwim team they will stil have the opportunity to sign up forother
ASA'son Saturday January 30th, and Sunday February 1st.

Tryo uts se ssio ns:

= Sunday, 25t Jan Grade 4 BoysONLY 3-4.30pm
®=  Monday, 26t Jan Grade 4 Gids ONLY 3-4.30pm
= Wednesday, 28t Jan Grade 5 BoysONLY 3-4.30pm
®  Thursday, 29t Jan Grade 5 Gidls ONLY. 3-4.30pm

I a student is unable to attend the allocated session they must contact Mrs. Thra ILewis
(tlewis_daa@gemsedu.com) by email PRIOR to the start of the session. Altemate amangements
mayormaynotbe possble.

We askthatallparentsremain in the cafeteria and do notcome poolside during tryo uts.

The finalteam wilbe announced and posted on the ESPEnotice board by Friday January 30th,
3pm.

We lbokforward to seeing yourchild atthe ESJr. EAC Swim Te am tryo uts.

Thra Llewis
DAA Aquatics Coordinator
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MIDDIE SCHOOLMESSAGES (Grades 6-8) Make sure to read the corresponding DAAPA NEWS

section of this issue of SPOTS for all the latest Middle School parent sponsored events!

FROM THE MIDDIE SCHOOLOFFICE

MS Sport's Day:

Thank you again to all parent
volunteers who came out to
support our 2nd annual Sport's
Day. Here a few pictures from
what was a truly great day of
active participation and friendly
inter-house competiton in our
Middle School

Ste pping up to the Middle School:

Thank you to grade 5 parents forattending our Middle Schoolorentation
session this past Wednesday moming. For those parents who were
unable to attend, the presentation is posted on our MS blog on
www.gemsdaa.com. Should you require additional information or

guidance when completing the 6th Grade Course Selection sheet, please
feelfree to contact one of ourcounselors, Ms. Catln or Mr. Eberhardt, in
the Middle Schooloffice. The course selection sheets were distrbuted to
5th grade students at the end of their orientation session last Wednesday
aftemoon and are due to be completed and submitted to the 5t grade
homemwom teacher on Sunday, Jan. 25t, We centainly hope
the varying sessions related to 5% grade student transition to e R’
the Middle School have been helpful . . . we welcome your ‘ ) Rt U
feedback if there is something we can do to improve the : '
processforyou oryourchild.

Iaptop Security:

Al MSstudents were issued a securty stickerfortheirlaptop last
week during lLife Skills. Please take a moment at home to
ensure that yourchid has this sticker securely fastened to their
laptop. Middle Schoolteachersdedicated time in Life Skills Ia st
week to reinforce the need for our students to take great care with their laptop and other
belongings at school We often find laptops left unattended in the hallway, and continue to
remind students to keep them with them at all times or to leave them locked securely in their
lockers. Students were shown a video during ISwhich is posted on our MSblog that wil ho pe fully
assist our students in safeguarding the lossoftheirdevice. We encourage allparents to watch this
video and reinforce the message at home with yourchild. Should you require additional support
with laptop securty, please do nothesitate to contact us.

Semester One Formal Report:

As the first half of the schoolyearcomesto a close on Thursday, Jan. 29t we are in the processof
generating the Semester One report. We track student progress very carefully, and are pleased to
see how wellourstudentsare doing relative to the academic program in the Middle School Forall
students, the report serves as an indicator of progress to date for our year long courses, and
stimulate areas for potential growth and improvement for the second half of the school year.
Reportswillbe emailed out to parents on Thursday, Feb. 5%. Please be advised that students have
been reminded of outstanding books or resources due to the lbrary and with this in mind, we
encourage parents to check in with students to ensure that accounts are cleared, otherwise,
reports wil be withheld.

Uniform reminder:

With the cooler weather, we are finding that many of our students are wearing the DAA hoodie
purchased from ourleopard's Den ... however, we are giving daily erminders to a good number
of students to wear DAA approved hoodies. Forthose students that do not have a DAA hoodie,
please support our uniform policy by purchasing one from the Ieopard's Den — the hours of
operation are from 7:15 — 8:00 a.m. Sunday, Monday, Wednesday and Thursday and on Tuesdays
from 7:15 - 8:00 a.m. Thank you parents foryoursupport!
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MIDDIE SCHO OLMESSAGES, continued

WWW Parent Meetings:

Allmeetingsstart at 3:00 p.m.exceptforNepal which startsat 3:15p.m.

Monday, Jan. 26t - AA Oman 6 nroom 9
Monday, Jan. 26t - Thailand in mom 30
Thursday, Jan. 29%* - Iondon in the At nom
Sunday, Feb. 1st - Philippine s Sailing in mom 36

Sunday, Jan. 25t - Nepalin omom 134 (*3:15 p.m. start)

Monday, Feb. 2rd - Philippine s Diving in room 30
Thursday, Feb. 5% - AA Kalba 6 Camp nroom 136

We strongly encourage allparentsto attend theirchid's WWW informationalmeeting and if for
some reason,you are unable to attend, please feelfree to contactthe teacherin charge ofthe

trip direc tly.

REMINDERS - O THER IMPO RIANTDATES

Dubai American Academy High School and
Middle School Proudly Presents

Book by Thomas Mechan  Music by Charles Strouse  Lyrics by Matrin Charnin
Based on “Little Orphan Annic™ By Permission of the Tribune Media Sorvice, Inc.

) 17-19 February 2015
) DAA Auditorium

Tuesday 17 Feb 7pm
Wednesday 18 Feb 3:30pm
Wednesday 18 Feb 7pm
Thursday 19 Feb 3:30pm

Tickets 30aed
available from the
MS office and
PS/ES reception

Proceeds go to
DAA charaties

S A
FOUNDATION [ ST W

oy e e Dubai American Academy

A GEMS SCHOOL

Annie, Jr.: February 17-19

HS Student / Parent Presentation:
Attention all 8t Grade Parents — The
HS Counseling Office wil be running
an 8" Grade Student and Parent
Presentation on High School Course
Registration forthe 8% grade students
on Feb. 2 from 1:45-2:45 in the
auditorium. All 8t grade students will
be attending this event and we
stongly encourage parents to also
attend if they are able.

MS Coffee Moming: Our second
coffee moming of 2014-15 will take
place on Wed. Feb. 11%* at 8:00 a.m.
in the ES Conference Room. We are
in the planning process now for this
event and look forward to seeing as
many moms and dads as possible! ..
.markyourcalendars:)

The Golden Mile: Iooking ahead to
February, ourannual Golden Mile run
willtake place on Thursday, Feb. 19t
Students with the fastest mile times
will compete this annual event, by
grade level

Annie, Junior

Wam regamds,

Andrew Balland Joan Wiens
MSAdmin Team
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HIGH SCHOOLHIGHIIGHTS (Grades 9-12) Make sure to read the corresponding DAAPA NEWS

section of this issue of SPOTS for all the latest High School parent sponsored events!

FROM THE HIGH SCHOOLOFFICE
De arHS Parents,

BMockExamsare in fullswing asallofourstudents prepare forsemesterexams thisweek. Some of
the goingson in HSlast weekincluded:

French IV studentsacted out scenesfrom a playaspart oftheirsemesterexams!
I waswonderful

9th grade science studentsprepping for
next week's Science mposiu.

| P

We are now half-way finished with Mock Exams for Seniors, two days into exams for Juniors and
Sunday exams wil start for the Freshman and Sophomores. Things have gone pretty smoothly,
thanks mostly to our B Coordinator, Marc Stamr. All high school students have been given
identification cards - please make sure that your student wears this for exams. Because students
"dress-down" for exams, our security guards need to be able to identify them as DAA students.
Thanks foryourcooperation!

A big thankyou to allparents who came to the Coffee Moming thisweek, we felt like it wasa really
positive and worthwhile meeting. Despite the rain, tumout wasimpressive and the questions asked
were allreally on-point. You can find a link to the meeting'sslideshow here:
https://docs.google.com/a/gemsdaa.net/presentation/d/1vac VEVV6ByBRR 4i7B8p t2p nDZsfb f-

F amOFZISPHU e dit? usp =sharing

I is hard to believe, but the school year is now almost half over! Semester one officially ends
Thursday, and we hope to have report cards sent out by the following Thursday. Please be on the
lookout forthem!

Please read the following mformation from ourscience department:

GRADE Y9 GIOBALWATER ISSUES SYMPO SIUM

As many of you are aware, our Grade 9 students have spent this past semesterlooking at many
different aspects of water. They are culminating their semester with a final project n which they
are developing a campaign over specific water issues around the word. As part of their final
assessment they will be presenting their projects to an audience on Tuesday January 27th. The se
presentations will give the students the opportunity to share allthe hard work that they have done
and allow usto evaluate if the effectivenessoftheircampaigns.

We would lke to mvite you to be part of the audience for the symposium presentation.
Presentations will be conducted in 30-minute time slots between 10:30-12:30 on Tuesday January
27t ¥ you are interested and able to attend, please click on the Google form Ink
(https://docs.google.com/a/gemsdaa.net/forms/d/1xWQ f1JG BX14Pfp BTlg -
HQfKGwA41xS0n9Ti1bIESMY/viewform) and fill out which time (s) you would be available. We ask
that you be able to commit to a full 30-minute time slot. ¥ you would lke to be present for your
child’s pre sentation please see the link
(https://docs.google.com/a/gemsdaa.net/spreadsheets/d/11GTwv-iX-

iYROUG tiNc UsvfSm ZMI0sAg wtWNb 3Fo g Es/e dit# gid =0) for the time and classmom they wil be
presenting in. ¥you are willing, we would appreciate if you could sign up formore than one time
slot as we realize not allparents wilbe able to attend and we would like each student to have at
least one adultin theiraudience.

Once the Google form isclosed you willreceive a confimation email with the times and classroom
for the presentations you will be attending. We thank you in advance for the support of our
stud e nts.
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Grade 11/IBIExams

QUICK REFERENCE TO SEMESTER O NE EXAMS 2015

TIME Jan 21 Jan 22 Jan 25 Jan 26 Jan 27 Jan 28 Jan 29
Classroom Wed Thurs Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs
8:00 -9:30 Histo 1y French Economics | Psychology | Arabic Spanish | Computer
Science/
Che mistry
11
Audito ium BREAK BREAK BREAK BREAK BREAK BREAK BREAK
10:30-12:00 Busine ss Math SL English SL ESS/ DT/ Geog/ SEHS / Music
Math St English 11 B G S Physic s Conflic ts
Math Ap Che mistry Conflic ts
HL/SL
Classroom
10:30 - 12:30 Math HL | English HL Biology
HL/ SL
*conflicts allin Audito ium on January 28- 29 (10:30-12:00)
Grade 9 and 10
TIME Jan 25 Jan 26 Jan 27 Jan 28 Jan 29
Classroom Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs
8:00 - 9:30 Math 10 | English 10 History 10 Science 10 | Conflicts
History 9 Math 9 English 9
BREAK BREAK BREAK BREAK BREAK
10:30- 12:00 FrenchI | SpanishI, | Science 9 - C o nflic ts C o nflic ts
Im v I, Iv Science Fair
pre se ntation
until 12:30

Counseling Office Announcements

B Grade 10 Parents — Please note there wil be an Information Evening Presentation on the 3rd of

February discussing Sophomore Intemships along with the

Intemational Baccalaureate

Program. We strongly encourage at least one parent to attend this evening with their son or

daughter.

=  Grade 11 Parents — Please note that Junior College Night willbe held on the 10th of February.
We strongly encourage atleast one parent to attend this evening with theirson ordaughteras
we wil be discussing the college application process for student applying to universities all
around the wond.

See youon campus,

HSAdmin Team

See youon campus,

HSAdmin Team
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ATHIETICS AND ACTIVITIES

EAC

Emirates Athletics Conference

X
Q‘E‘4 @ >

r’ %0 New JJ

Important Season 2 Dates
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EAC SatFeb 7 Varsity Soccer, Varsity Basketball

Sat Feb 14 Under14 Basketball Under14 Soccer
MESAC Feb 6- Feb 8 JV Basketball ASDubai

Feb 5-Feb 9 JVSoccer AESDe lhi

Feb 5-Feb 9 Senior Fine ArtsABA Oman

Feb 11-Feb 14  Varsity Basketball ACS

Feb 11-Feb 15 Varsity Soccer Doha

Feb 11 -Feb 15  Varsity Te nnis DAA

Feb 12-Feb 15 Varwity Cross Country DAA

MESAC events
This sc hoolyearDAA is ho sting the follo wing MESAC e vents:

= Varsity Te nnis Feb 11-15
B Varsity Cross Country Feb 12-15
®  Varsity Softbal/Basebal Apri 22-26

DAA are hosting Cross Country and Tennis in February, so if you took part in season 1 and did not
host, please schedule the dates in to your calendar to help out. All Cross Country and Tennis
MESAC squad memberswillbe expected to assist in housing.

Season 2 Sports and Activities: Ourseason 2teamsare heading towardstheirlast few matches
and the EAC toumaments. Afterourfiust everbackto backwinsat Vasity Boys and Girds Basketball,
ourteamsare looking forward to FAC and allteamsare likely to be seeded wel. OurUl4 soccer
and basketballteamsare coming offgreat wins and fighting forhigh seedsin Division 1, whilst o ur
JVBsoccerhave the top seed in theirdivision sewn up afternotc hing an undefeated season so far.

Allotherteamsin basketballand soccerhave posted fantastic results with winsoverourmain rivals
in ASD and ACS.

On the court our tennis teams have had friendlies against ASD and GWA and performances are
high asthey fight forthe last spots on the MESAC teams. Cross Country have had time trials against
ASD and are showing theirhard workispaying offasathletesare posting personalbest times.

With EAC toumaments starting on 31t January allteams are fine tuning theirskills. Good luckto our
teams.

Middle School Next Wave Basketballand Volleyball: OurNext Wave developmentprogram has
started. Sessions are in the Eementary Schoolgym from 2-5 pm on Fridays and will foc us on skill
developmentforourMiddle Schoolathletes wanting to improve theirbasketballand volleyball
skills. This program is for students who did make Under14 teams. You c an stil tum up even if you
misse d the first se ssions.

JEAC: Congratulationsto ourGrade 4,5, 6 athletes who tookpartin JEAC Track and Feld overthe
weekend at ASD and GWA. Allathletescompeted wellwere extremely competitive. Theirrecent
training haspaid offasthey blitzed otherson the track. Welldone to ourJEAC Ieopard Cubs.

Practices: With High schoolexamson thisweek, please make sure youcheckpractice times.
Maintaining balance in yourlife isimportant during stressfultimes and team practicesare partof
maintaining balance and relieving stre ss.

Upcoming matches:

Mon 26 Jan Ul4B/G Basketballv GAA @ GAA 2pm leave

Wed 28 Jan Ul4B/G Basketballv ACS@ DAA 4.30pm start - Boys HSgym, Gids ESgym
Wed 28 Jan Ul4B/G soccerv ACS@ DAA 4.30pm start

See you courtside (oron the field),
Miss JodiO’Reilly, Athletic Director

e
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PRIMARY/ EEIEMENTARY SCHO OLMENU

£ ACCUro

edvcation support tervices

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY
MAIN COURSE
CHICKEN BRIYANI
BONELESS CHICKEN OAT COATED FISH FILLET
PROTIEN CHICKEN SHISH TAOUK |FISH CHILI CHINESE STYLE BONELESS WITH
SOUTHERN STYLE w/VEGETABLE COMPOTE
RAITA/PAPAD
VEGETARIAN (1) CAULIFLOWER VEGETABLE JALFREZI BRIAM (GREEK STIR-FRY VEGETABLES VEGETABLE TIKKA
POLOGANAISE VEGETABLE BAKE) MASALA
RICE/POTATO/VEGETABLE - VEGETARIAN
RICE HERB RICE SAFFRON RICE VERMICELLI RICE VEGETABLE FRIED RICE STEAMED RICE
ROASTED PUMPKIN SAUTE CARROT & FRENCH BEANS WITH
EGE 2 RN ON B AULIFLOWER MORNAY
pECEIRR N2 CORN ON €O WITH CARROTS CAU 0 0 MARROW RED ONIONS
LIVE PASTA a la carte station
PASTA - TRICOLOUR PASTA - TRICOLOUR
PASTA PASTA - SPAGHETTI PASTA - BOWTIE PASTA - PENNE
PENNE FUSSILI
TOMATO WITH
TOMATO, CILANTRO & TOMATO SAUCE WITH
TOMATO BASIL SAUCE REAMY TOMATO SAUCE
0 O BASILSAUC ¢ 0 0 SAUC CAPERS SAUCE Fi/AF‘LAF'_I;CA)l::II:LQE CAULIFLOWER
SAUCES
TRI PEPPER CREAM MINT PESTO SAUCE (no ROSEMARY BUTTER CREAM SAUCE WITH PUMPKIN ALFREDO
SAUCE nuts) SAUCE MIXED HERBS SAUCE
YOUR CHOICE OF JUICE
JUICE | APPLE JUICE COCKTAILJUICE MANGO JUICE | APPLE JUICE ORANGE JUICE
OR MILK
MILK | MILK - LOW FAT MILK - LOW FAT MILK - LOW FAT | MILK - LOW FAT MILK - LOW FAT
WATER
WATER | WATER WATER WATER | WATER WATER
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MIDDIFE HIGH SCHO OLMENU

A% aCCUo

education support services

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY
MAIN COURSE
BONELESS CHICKEN CHICKEN TIKKA MASALA CHICKEN BRIYANI
MAIN PROTEIN 1 CHICKEN SHISH TAOUK KUNG PAO CHICKEN BONELESS WITH
SOUTHERN STYLE BONELESS
RAITA/PAPAD
MAIN PROTEIN 2 BEEF STEAK WITH OAT COATED FISH FILLET \:I:;:EESSYCSA(;EE(?E BEEF TERIVAKI BONELESS CHICKEN
MUSHROOM SAUCE | w/VEGETABLE COMPOTE SAUCE SOUTHERN STYLE
STUFFED FISH WITH FISH GUJIONS WITH
MAIN PROTEIN 3 FISH NEWBERG FISH CHILI CHINESE STYLE FISH PORTUGUESE
FENNEL SAUCE TARTARE SAUCE
CAULIFLOWER BRIAM (GREEK VEGETABLE TIKKA
VEGETABLE JALFREZI STIR-FRY VEGETABLES
POLOGANAISE VEGETABLE BAKE) MASALA

RICE/POTATO/VEGETABLE - VEGETARIAN

D RICE HERB RICE SAFFRON RICE VERMICELLI RICE VEGETABLE FRIED RICE STEAMED RICE
POTATOES BOULANGERE POATOES OKLAHOMA FRIED ROASTED SWEET GARLIC POTATOES SWISS STYLE MASH
POTATOES POATOES POTATOES
VEGETARIAN (2) CORN ON COB ROASTED PUMPKIN CAULIFLOWER MORNAY SAUTE CARROT & FRENCH BEANS WITH
WITH CARROTS MARROW RED ONIONS
LIVE PASTA a la carte station (12aed)
PASTAS PASTA - SPAGHETTI PASTA - TRICOLOUR PASTA - BOWTIE PASTA - TRICOLOUR PASTA - PENNE
PENNE FUSSILI
TOMATO BASIL SAUCE | CREAMY TOMATO SAUCE TOMATO,CILANTRO & | TOMATO RATATOUILLE TOMATO SAUCE W/
CAPERS SAUCE VEGETABLE CAULIFLOWER
SAUCES
TRI COLOUR PEPPER MINT PESTO SAUCE (no ROSEMARY CREAM CREAM SAUCE WITH
PUMPKIN ALFREDO
CREAM SAUCE nuts) SAUCE MIXED HERBS
SALAD BAR - PRE PACKED (1=6aed, 2=10aed, 3=14aed)
MUSHROOM & CHICKEN CAESAR SALAD SHREDDED VEGETABLE &
PROTIEN SALAD EGG SALAD POTATO BACON SALAD
SALAD w/CHICKEN BEEF SALAD
AVOCADO & MANGO CHICK PEA & TOMATO ASPARAGUS & FRESH [SPINACH & APPLE PEACH ROCCA SALAD
SALAD w/CORIANDER (V) BEANS SALAD SALAD
SALAD
BLACK EYED PEAS SALAD | CAPRESE CORN SALAD GREEN PEAS SALAD  |UCUMBER YOGHURT SALA SNOWBEANS SALAD
W/BELL PEPPER
SALAD BAR - MAKE YOUR OWN, SMALL PACK (1=6aed, 2=10aed, 3=14aed) - VEGETARIAN
TOMATO TOMATO TOMATO TOMATO TOMATO
CUCUMBER CUCUMBER CUCUMBER CUCUMBER CUCUMBER
CONDIMENTS LETTUCE LETTUCE LETTUCE LETTUCE LETTUCE
GREEN PEPPER GREEN PEPPER GREEN PEPPER GREEN PEPPER GREEN PEPPER
SWEETCORN SWEETCORN SWEETCORN SWEETCORN SWEETCORN

SLICED BLACK OLIVES SLICED BLACK OLIVES SLICED BLACK OLIVES SLICED BLACK OLIVES SLICED BLACK OLIVES
PANINI & SPECIAL WRAPS (13aed) - CHICKEN
PANINI W/ CHICKEN & | PANINI'W/ CHICKEN & | PANINI W/ CHICKEN & | PANINI W/ CHICKEN & | PANINI W/ CHICKEN &

CHEESE CHEESE CHEESE CHEESE CHEESE
DAILY SPECIALS (13aed)
CHICKEN FAJITA WRAP CHICKEN SHAWARMA | TACOS | CHICKEN QUESADILLA JACKET POTATO
SMOOTHIES (10aed)
MANGO MANGO MANGO MANGO MANGO
STRAWBERRY STRAWBERRY STRAWBERRY STRAWBERRY STRAWBERRY
BANANA BANANA BANANA BANANA BANANA

o
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