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Ho t We a the r Po lic y 
 

NQS 

QA2 2.3.2 Eve ry re a so na b le  pre c a utio n is ta ke n to  pro te c t c hild re n fro m ha rm a nd  a ny 

ha za rd  like ly to  c a use  injury. 

QA3 3.1.1 Outdo o r a nd  indo o r spa c e s, b uild ing s, furniture , e q uipme nt, fa c ilitie s a nd  re so urc e s 

a re  suita b le  fo r the ir purpo se . 
 

NATIONAL REGULATIONS 

Re g s 114 Outdo o r spa c e  - sha de  
 

EYLF 

LO1 1.1 Child re n fe e l sa fe , se c ure  a nd  suppo rte d  
 

 

Who  is a ffe c te d  b y this po lic y?  

 Child re n 

 Fa milie s 

 Educ a to rs 

 Go ve rning  Co unc il 

 

Aims 

The  a im o f the  Lo xto n Pre sc ho o l Ce ntre ’ s Ho t We a the r Po lic y is to  re duc e  the  risk o f 

he a t illne ss to  yo ung  c hild re n a nd  e d uc a to rs. 

 

 

Purpo se  

The  purpo se  o f o ur po lic y is to  e nsure  tha t stra te g ie s a re  in p la c e  to  re duc e  the  risk o f 

he a t illne ss o r b urn injurie s to  c hildre n a nd  e d uc a to rs fro m the  he a t o f the  sun while  

a t pre sc ho o l. 

 

This po lic y re c o g nise s tha t c hild re n a re  a t g re a te r risk o f suffe ring  fro m he a t illne ss 

tha n a dults. A c hild ’ s a b ility to  re spo nd  to  e nviro nme nta l he a t a nd  a c c lima tise  to  

he a t is due  to  physio lo g ic a l d iffe re nc e s. 

“Child re n swe a t le ss a nd  g e t le ss e va po ra tive  c o o ling  tha n a dults. In wa rm a nd  ho t 

we a the r the y ha ve  g re a te r d iffic ulty g e tting  rid  o f he a t; the y lo o k flushe d , a nd  fe e l 

ho tte r a nd  mo re  stre sse d  tha n a dults.”  

 
So urc e  ‘ Spo rts Me d ic ine  Austra lia ’ , re fe r to  www.sma .o rg .a u/ wp-c o nte nt/ up lo a d s/ 2009/ 05/ b e a t-the -

he a t-2008-e ma il-ve rsio n.pd f 
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Und e rp inning  this po lic y is the  fa c t tha t a ll e mplo ye e s, inc lud ing  le a de rs, must ta ke  

re a so na b le  c a re  to  pro te c t the ir o wn he a lth a nd  sa fe ty a nd  tha t o f o the rs in the  

pre sc ho o l. 

 

Imple me nta tio n 

At Lo xto n Pre sc ho o l Ce ntre  we  a im to  ke e p  e ve ryo ne  sa fe  a t a ll time s a nd  in 

pa rtic ula r during  pe rio ds o f ho t we a the r.  

The  pre sc ho o l will: 

1. Pro vide  a  c o mfo rta b le  a nd  sa fe  e nviro nme nt fo r a ll c hild re n a nd  e duc a to rs. 

2. Pro vide  he a ting  a nd  c o o ling  e q uipme nt to  ma inta in a  c o mfo rta b le  

te mpe ra ture  fo r a ll c hild re n a nd  e duc a to rs. 

3. Ad he re  to  o ur Skin Pro te c tio n Po lic y a nd  a dvic e  fro m the  Ca nc e r Co unc il o f 

So uth Austra lia . 

4. Re c o g nise  the  risk o f he a t stre ss is a  fa c to r o f b o th a ir te mpe ra ture  a nd  

re la tive  humid ity le ve ls. 

5. Asse ss the  he a t o f p la y surfa c e s a nd  e q uipme nt o n d a ys o f e xtre me  

te mpe ra ture  a nd  e nsure  c hild re n do  no t a c c e ss the  a re a  o f e q uipme nt whe n 

ho t e no ug h to  p la c e  c hild re n a t risk o f b urn injurie s. (The  ma in a re a  to  

c o nside r is the  ye llo w slide  a s mo st o the r e q uipme nt is unde r sha de .) 

 

Stra te g ie s to  re duc e  the  risk o f he a t illne ss will inc lude :- 

Sha de  : 

During  pe rio ds o f ho t we a the r a c tivitie s will b e  c o nd uc te d  in sha d e d  a re a s. Po rta b le  

e q uipme nt will b e  re mo ve d  fro m unsha de d  a re a s a nd  e ithe r shifte d  into  the  sha de  

o r pa c ke d  a wa y. 

During  pe rio ds o f e xtre me  he a t c hild re n will b e  re q uire d  to  re ma in unde r the  

ve ra nda  a re a  o r inside . 

Drinks: 

1. Drinking  wa te r will b e  a c c e ssib le  to  c hild re n a nd  e duc a to rs a t a ll time s. Drink 

ta ps a re  pro vide d .  

2. Childre n a nd  e duc a to rs a re  e nc o ura g e d  to  b ring  the ir o wn na me d  drink 

b o ttle  c o nta ining  wa te r a nd  will b e  re minde d  to  d rink re g ula rly. A fridg e  is 

pro vide d  inside  fo r c hild re n a nd  e duc a to rs to  sto re  the ir wa te r b o ttle s if 

de sire d .  

3. All c hildre n a re  g ive n a  c up  o f wa te r to  drink prio r to  c o mme nc ing  e a ting  

the ir lunc h. 

4. Educ a to rs a re  e nc o ura g e d  to  d rink wa te r a t re g ula r inte rva ls. 
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Clo thing : 

Pa re nts a re  e nc o ura g e d  to  d re ss c hild re n in c lo thing  tha t minimise s he a t g a in, in 

la ye rs tha t c a n b e  e a sily re mo ve d  during  a c tivity a nd  o f a  type  tha t a dhe re s with 

o ur Skin Pro te c tio n Po lic y.  

Sunsa fe  ha ts a re  to  b e  wo rn whe n o utside  a s pe r g uide line s in o ur Skin Pro te c tio n 

Po lic y. Whe n ha ts a re  d e e me d  ne c e ssa ry o ur “NO HAT, NO PLAY” rule  is a pp lie d . 

Re fe r to  : www.a rp a nsa .g o v.a u/ ra d ia tio npro te c tio n/ fa c tshe e ts/ is_UVPro te c tio n.c fm 

Fo o d  Sto ra g e : 

Fo o d  tha t c hild re n a nd  e d uc a to rs b ring  to  pre sc ho o l will b e  sto re d  in a  c o o l p la c e . 

Mo rning  a nd  a fte rno o n fruit will b e  sto re d  in the  kitc he n with ite ms re q uiring  

re frig e ra tio n b e ing  p la c e d  in the  fridg e . All c hildre n’ s a nd  e d uc a to r’ s lunc hb o xe s will 

b e  sto re d  in the  fridg e  fo r sa fe  ke e p ing . 

 

Ea rly Dismissa l 

As o ur pre sc ho o l ha s e ffe c tive  c o o ling  syste ms we  will re ma in o pe n fo r no rma l 

o pe ra ting  ho urs. 

Ea rly d ismissa l g uide line s fo r c hild re n a c c e ssing  sc ho o l b us tra nspo rt will b e  fo llo we d  

in a c c o rd a nc e  with the  Lo xto n Sc ho o ls Ho t We a the r Po lic y. 

Lo xto n Pre sc ho o l Ce ntre  will b e  o pe n whe n the  Rive rla nd  Fire  Ba n Distric t is c la ssifie d  

a s “Ca ta stro phic ”  b y the  Bure a u o f Me te o ro lo g y. Ho we ve r no  sc ho o l b use s will run. 

Re fe r to  Lo xto n Pre sc ho o l Ce ntre  Pre pa ra tio n fo r Ca ta stro phic  Da ys pro c e dure . 

 

So urc e s 

 Ea rly Ye a rs Le a rning  Fra me wo rk  

 Na tio na l Qua lity Sta nda rd  

 Ca nc e r Co unc il SA 

 DECD Guide line s fo r De ve lo p ing  a  Pre sc ho o l Ho t We a the r Po lic y 

 Spo rts Me d ic ine  Austra lia  

Re vie w  

The  po lic y will b e  re vie we d  b i-a nnua lly.  

Re vie w will b e  c o nduc te d  b y: 

 Go ve rning  Co unc il  Emplo ye e s 

 Fa milie s  Inte re ste d  Pa rtie s 

Re vie we d: 28/ 11/ 2014 Date  for ne xt re vie w: 28/ 11/ 2016 

 

 

Ra tifie d  b y Go ve rning  Co unc il _______________________ Dire c to r’ s Sig na ture  _________________________ 

 


