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A 
N INTERESTING BOOK has been 

published  en t it led  ‘Death  or  

Glory’ refer r in g to the fu ture of 

the Scot t ish  Church . The book is 

published  in  hon our  of that  wor thy 

gen t lem an  Dr  Geoffrey Grogan  for  h is 

con t r ibu t ion  to th e work of 

the Church . (H e took a 

paper  a t  ou r  APC 

Con feren ce in  the 1990 ’s a t  

Madras Street  Hall). 

                 The book is wr it ten  

by sever a l au th or s an d  

cover s a  wide r an ge of 

approach es on  th e subject  

of the fu ture of the Scot t ish  

Church . Each  wr iter  tells in  

h is own  way, of th e r eality 

of the presen t  situat ion . 

We are n ot  in  a  healthy 

con dit ion . There is a  

ser ious n eed  to get  th e 

gospel ou t  to th e m asses or  

it  will be death!  

                 David  Sm ith  says 

“Man y an alyst s believe 

that  we are liv in g th rough  

a  cu ltu ral t r an sform at ion  

at  least  as sign ifican t  as that  which  

occur r ed  with  th e in ven t ion  of th e 

pr in t ing press in  th e sixteen th  cen tu r y...

it  is im possible to th in k of the spread  of 

the Reform at ion  apar t  from  Got ten berg’s 

pr in t in g press.  My quest ion  is sim ple: 

wh y sh ou ld  th e ch u rch  a t  th e close of th e 

twen t ieth  cen tu r y n ot  em ploy th e n ew 

techn ologies n ow shap in g our  cu ltu r e 

for  the sake of the kingdom  of God? Why 

sh ou ld  th e elect ron ic superh igh way n ot  

becom e a  ‘way of th e Lord’? I t  is sim ply 

im possible to r ep ly that  the Bible 

san ct ion s n oth in g bu t  preach in g as the 

m eans of Chr ist ian  com m un icat ion . The 

Bible does n oth in g of the sor t ...From  

Gen esis to Revelat ion , in clud in g story,

d r eam , p r over b , vision , 

as well as serm on . I t  is a  

Biblical text  that  affirm s 

“Ears tha t  hear  an d  ey es 

tha t  see –  the Lord  has 

m a d e them  both” [Pro 

2 0 :12]. In  an  era  wh en , 

we like it  or  n ot ,, ou r  

ch ild ren ’s lives are bein g 

sh aped  by visua l 

im agery th rough  TV, 

film  an d  video, Scot t ish  

Chr ist ians cannot  afford  

to ign ore the im plicat ion  

of th is p roverb”.  

                David  An der son  

(who d ied  last  m on th ) 

wr it in g about  r eviva l 

an d  respon sibility 

qu otes [Psa  110 :3  AV] 

“Thy  peop le sha ll be 

w illin g  in  a  day  of thy  

p ow er”  addin g “God alon e can  in it iate, 

determ in e an d  in spire by h is Spir it  the 

day of h is power . That  is h is sover eign  

p r er oga t ive. But  on  that  day it  is a lso 

t rue to say h is people will be foun d  

prepared  and willing. That  is ou r  

respon sibility . There is som eth in g we all 

m ust  do, som eth in g we can  do to believe 

in  an d  p repare for  th at  m om en tous day 

of ext r aord in ary blessin g”. 

                 Th e book is n ecessary r ead in g 
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““These are the 

p eop le of  the 

p rov in ce…The 

pr iests…The 

Lev ites…The 

sin gers…”   

[Nehem iah  7:5cf]

___ 
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Th e  SPIRIT 

ENLIGH TENING 

 

“By n a t u r e  fa llen  

m an  is in  a  sta te of 

dar kn ess with  

respect  un to God. 

Be he ever  so wise, 

learn ed , an d  skill-

fu l in  n a t u r a l 

th in gs, un to sp ir i-

t u a l t h in gs h e is  

b lin d . Not  un t il we 

a r e r en ewed  in  th e 

sp ir it  of our  m in ds 

by t h e H oly Sp ir it  

can  we see th in gs 

in  God’s ligh t . Bu t  

th is is som eth in g 

wh ich  t h e wor ld  

can n ot  en dure to 

h ear  of, an d  wh en  

it  is in sisted  upon , 

t h ey will h o t ly 

d en y t h e sam e. So 

did  the Phar isees of 

Ch r ist ’s day a n -

gr ily a sk , wit h  

pr ide an d  scorn , 

“Are w e blind 

also?” [ J oh n  9 :4 1] , 

to wh ich  our  Lord  

r ep lied   by affir m -

in g t h a t  t h e ir  

presum ption  of 

sp ir it u a l ligh t  an d  

kn owledge on ly 

a ggr a va t ed  t h e ir  

s in  an d  con dem na-

t ion  [v4 1] .;  u n -

hesit an t ly, H e told  

the blin d  leaders of 

r eligion , t h a t  

n otwith st an d in g 

a ll t h eir  boast in g, 

t h e y h a d  “never 

heard the Father’s 

voice at any  

t im e” [J oh n  5:37] . 

 

“No m a t t er  h ow 

well we be a c-

qu a in t ed  wit h  t h e 

let t er  of Scr ip tu re, 

n o m at t er  h ow 

soun d  an d  fa ith fu l 

be th e p r each in g 

we sit  u n der  an d  

the books we read , 

u n t il the soul be 
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Spirituality 

O 
N TH URSDAY 29th  Novem ber  

George Harr ison  of ‘The Beatles’ 

fam e, d ied . H e was a  very 

sp ir itual per son . The press r ecorded  the 

followin g about  h im , ‘H e d ied  as he lived , 

con scious of God, fear less of death , a t  

peace’. ‘Everyth in g else can  wait , bu t  the 

search  for  God can n ot  wait ’. ‘The 

purpose of life is “Why am  I here? Where 

am  I going?” ’ H is form er  m anager  said  

‘George found it’ (the m ean ing of life) ‘in  

h is Hare Krishna’s beliefs’. George 

H ar r ison  was very sp ir itual. 

                Man y peop le ar e in clin ed  to 

th ink that  if a  person  is spir itual then  

th ey ar e ‘good’ an d  on  th eir  way to 

h eaven . Bu t  th ere are evil sp ir itualit ies. 

In  fact  the Chr ist ian  warfare is not  

again st  people bu t  “again st  

pr in cipalit ies an d  pow ers again st  

s p i r i t u a l  hosts of  w ick edn ess”  

[Eph  6:12]. I t  is because of the r eality of 

evil sp ir itual forces, that  Pau l goes on  to 

in st ruct  us how to defen d  an d  at tack 

these forces with  sp ir itual weapon s. 

                Because a  per son  believes in  

God , that  does n ot  n ecessary m ake h im  a  

Chr ist ian . Neither  does the fact  that  he 

p r ays. Few peop le actually d isbelieve in  

God . Few peop le n ever  p r ay. Th e 

quest ion  is what  kin d  of God do they 

believe in ? What  kin d  of God do they 

p r ay to? Man y peop le today h ave ‘th eir  

own  view’ of what  God is like. Th ey m ake 

God in  their  im age. The Psalm ist  m et  

people who though t  God  had  the sam e 

values, ideals an d  views as th em selves 

“Y ou  thought  tha t  I  w as a ltogether  lik e 

y ourself”  [Psa 50 : 21]. 

                Nor  in  fact , is a  per son  n ecessary 

a Chr ist ian  because he holds t o  

pr in cip les that  accord  with  the Bible. 

Biblical p r in cip les are exceed in gly wise, 

logical an d  workable. Fam ily, busin ess 

and so cial relat ion sh ips ben efit  from  the 

wise coun sel in  the Scr ip tu res. I t  is n o 

won der  that  people st ill hold  to m uch  of 

the Bible’s t each in g because th ey h ave 

stood  th e test  of t im e an d  h ave been  

t r ied  by a  wide r an ge of cu ltu r es over  a  

lon g per iod  of t im e a n d  p r oved  

successfu l.  

                I t  is in deed  en couragin g that  

m an y are n ow tu rn in g away from  th e 

m ater ialism  an d  sexual p leasures wh ich  

are n ot  sat isfyin g the basic n eeds of 

m an kin d . I t  is good  that  people are 

tu rn in g to sp ir itual th in gs, bu t  it  m ust  be 

t rue sp ir ituality.  False sp ir itua lity 

aboun ds. Satan  kn ows it  is just  a  m at ter  

of t im e before hum an kin d  will tu rn  from  

the un sat isfyin g p leasures of secu lar  

ideology. So what  is t rue sp ir ituality? 

What  is Chr ist ian  spir ituality? 

                A Chr ist ian  is a  person  who 

believes what  Chr ist  belie ved . A 

Chr ist ian  believes what  Chr ist  taugh t . 

“For  w hoev er  is a sham ed  of  M e a n d  

M y  W o r d s  in  this adulterous and sin fu l 

generat io n , of him  the Son  of M an  w ill 

a lso be a sham ed” 

[Mark 8 :38].  The Chr ist ian ’s spir ituality 

is defin ed  by the person  of J esus Chr ist  

and the words of J esus Chr ist . H e 

accepts the life an d  teach in g of J esus. H e 

subjects h is whole un derstan din g of 

r ea lity by w hat  Scr ip tu re says.  

                A Chr ist ian  believes in  the 

r ea lity of s in  as defin ed  by God in  

Scr ip tu re. I t  is an  evil th at  deserves 

pun ishm en t  from  God an d  m ust  be 

forgiven  if etern al life is to be en joyed  

after  death . I t  is n ot  what  we th in k of sin , 

n or  what  the govern m en t  th in k sin  is, 

George Harrison with Dr Deepak Chopra a 

specialist in healing for mind and body 

Continued on  foot of next page 
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TH REE 

REASON S TO 

FORGIVE  

 

Chr ist ians, having 

r eceived  

forgiven ess 

th em selves, 

sh ou ld  h ave less 

d ifficu lty 

forgivin g people 

than  an yon e else. 

J esus’ rem inds us 

of our  n eed  of 

forgiven ess  an d  

adds “a s w e 

forg iv e our  

debtor s”   

[Mat  6:12]  

 

Ph ilip  Yan cey in  

h is book ‘What’s 

So Am azin g 

Abou t  Gr ace’, 

gives  th r ee oth er  

r eason s apar t  

from  the 

com m an d  of 

J esus wh y we 

ough t  to forgive 

peop le.  

 

The first  is: 

“Forgiven ess 

a lon e can  halt  the 

cycle of b lam e 

and pain , 

breakin g the 

chain  of un grace”. 

 

The secon d is:  

“Forgiven ess...

can  loosen  th e 

st ran glehold  of 

guilt  in  the 

per pet r a tor ”. 

 

The th ird  is: 

“Forgiven ess...

a llows the 

possib ility of 

t ran sform at ion  in  

th e gu ilty par ty”. 

 

If J esus said  to 

H is m urderers  

“Father  forg iv e 

but  what  God says it  is. The prophet  said  

“y our  sin s hav e separa ted  y ou  from  

y our  God, an d  y our  sin s hav e hidden  H is 

face  from  y ou ” [Isa 59:2]. Solom on  said   

“sin  is a  reproach to an y  

p eop le” [14:34]. Paul said  “the w ages of  

sin  is death but  the g ift  of God is eternal 

life in  Christ  Jesus our  Lord” [Rom  6:23]. 

Sin  is the cause of all the m isery in  the 

wor ld . 

                 The Chr ist ian  believes that  sin  

can  on ly be forgiven  th rough  J esus 

Christ  –  th er e is  n o oth er  way to be 

forgiven . “N or  is there sa lv a t ion  in  an y  

ot her , for  there is n o other  n am e un der  

hea v en  g iv en  a m on g  m en  w her eby  w e 

m u st  be sav ed ”  

[Acts 4 :12]. 

                 True sp ir ituality focuses o n  

J esus Chr ist  as the saviour  of H is people. 

H e cam e in to th e wor ld  to save th em  an d  

to deal with  their  sin . H is very n am e 

m ean s “H e w ill sav e H is peop le from  

their  sin s”  [Mat  1:21]. After  healin g 

peop le H e wou ld  say to th em  “Go and sin  

n o m ore” [J ohn  5:14, J ohn  8 :11]. Sin  was 

the big p roblem  that  h ad  to be dealt  

with . True sp ir ituality takes cogn isan ce 

of the sign ificance of sin .  Som e religions 

refer  to ign oran ce as m an kind’s 

problem , but  the Bible tells us it  is sin .  

                 Cen tral to Chr ist ian ity is the 

Cross of J esus. The t r aum at ic even ts of 

Calvary  are fun dam en tal to the salvat ion  

of the Chr ist ian . A spir ituality without  

the sign ifican ce of the Cross is n ot  

Chr ist ian ity. J esus cam e, n ot  so m uch  to 

p r each  th e gospel bu t  to live an d  d ie so 

th a t  th ere wou ld  be a  gospel to p r each .  

The Cross br ings peace an d  sat isfact ion  

to the gu ilty sin n er . The Cross was the 

m ean s wh ereby a ll ou r  sin  was r em oved .  

Continued from page 3 

L 
AST AUGUST the newspapers 

car r ied  an  ar t icle abou t  two 

ch ild ren  p layin g n ear  a  r a ilway 

lin e. Th ey were bein g cared  for  by a  

ch ild -m in der . A t r a in  cam e by an d  killed  

the two ch ild ren . I t  was a   hor r ific 

acciden t . Th e m oth er , h owever , ju st  

cou ld  n ot  forgive th e ch ild -m in der  an d  

wen t  on  r ecord  as sayin g sh e wou ld  

n ever  forgive th e ch ild -m inder . She was 

bit ter  and fu ll of anger . We know noth ing 

of the r eligion  of the m other . 

                 In  the August  issue of 

‘Evan gelicals Now’, an  accoun t  is given  

of the sudden  m urder  of a  m ission ary in  

Ch in a who had  six ch ildren . The 

Chr ist ian  at t itude of h is wife to the 

hor r ific death  of her  husban d is in  stark 

con t r ast  to the a t t itude of the m other  o f 

the r a ilway ch ild ren . 

                 On  3rd  February last , Bruce 

Mor r ison , a  shor t -tern  teacher  of En glish  

at  the H ubei In st itu te of Techn ology in  

Wuchan g, Ch in a, was about  to star t  

teach in g, when  a  m adm an  burst  in to the 

room .  H e stabbed  Bruce, who was 

rush ed  to h osp ital where he d ied . 

                 On  her  way to the hospita l, 

Bruce’s wife Valor i, told  her  six ch ild ren  

wh at  h ad  h appen ed , an d  th ey r esolved  

to for give wh oever  had done th is. On  

ar r ival  a t  th e h osp ita l, th ey were told  

that  Bruce had  d ied . 

                 Valor i im m edia tely tu rn ed  to 

her  six daugh ter s, an d  qu iet ly said , 

‘Your  fa ther  has gon e to be with  J esus. 

He is asleep in  J esus’ arm s.’ She turned 

to the m edical worker  an d  said  ‘Please 

con tact  the killer  an d  tell h im  that  the 

fam ily has forgiven  h im  an d  will be 

p rayin g for  h im . Valor i th en  com for ted  

th e m an y studen ts wh o h ad  com e to th e 

hospital and had witnessed  the killing. 

She rem in ded them  of Chr ist ’s words 

that  if a  corn  of wheat  falls in to the 

groun d an d d ies, it  br in gs for th  fru it .  

                 Bruce was adm ired  by all h is 

studen ts and h is Chr ist ian  witness m ade 

a great  im pression  on  all who kn ew h im . 

On  h is graveston e is an  in scr ip t ion  which  

r eads “Your  gen t len ess has m ade m e 

grea t”  [2 Sam  22:36]. 

                 What a beautiful th ing 

forgiven ess is. H ere is an  exam ple of the 

The Wonderful Grace of 

Forgiveness 
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IN D ON ES IA 

CRIS IS 

 

ACTION  IS  

N EED ED  

U R GEN TLY 

 

First  of all we 

m ust  p ra y  –  da ily 

for  ou r  br eth ren  

in  In don esia . 

 

Then  we m ust  

w ri te  to  

n e w s p a p e rs  

sta t in g our  

con cer n  abou t  

the religious 

clean sin g 

spreadin g 

th rough ou t  

In don esia an d  ask 

them  why it  has 

been  given  so 

lit t le cover age. 

 

Sign  the 

Barnabas Fund’s 

‘End the Silence’ 

p e t i t i o n  (form s 

from  the 

Barnabas Fund 

website) to t h e 

Un ited  Nations 

Human Rights 

Com m ission   

to ask that  the 

Muslim  nat ions 

give th eir  

Christ ian  

m in or it ies the 

sam e r igh ts as 

t h ose en joyed  by 

Muslim s in  the 

West. 

 

W rite  t o  you r  

MP or  t o   

BBC In form ation 

PO Box 1922 

Glasgow G2 3WT 

tellin g th em  you  

ar e ect r em ely 

con cer n ed  abou t  

religious 

clean sin g 

spreadin g 

A 
T LEAST 10 ,0 0 0  CHRISTIANS 

h ave been  m u r d er ed  by Islam ic 

fundam en talists in  the Malukus 

r egion  of In don esia  because of their  

faith . One Chr ist ian  was asked ‘Are you a 

follower  of Chr ist?’ As they crucified  h im  

they said  ‘Then  you  will a lso follow h im  

to h is death !” an d  left  h im  to d ie. A 

fu r ther  8 ,0 0 0  Chr ist ian s have been  

for ced  to con ver t  to Islam  an d  un der go 

cir cum cision . 

                In don esia  is m ade up  of var ious 

islan ds an d  last  year  the islan d  of Am bon  

was ‘cleansed’ of all Chr ist ians, their  

h om es an d  ch urches bein g burn ed  an d  

dest royed . Th ose wh o cou ld  n ot  flee 

were m ade to con ver t  to Islam . Water  

was th rown  over  th em  to ‘wash  away t h e 

dogs, p igs and Chr ist ian  dem ons’ and 

were for cib ly cir cum cised . Th ose wh o 

resisted  were killed . On e youn g wom an  

said  ‘they can  cir cu m cise m y bod y bu t  

t h ey can  n ever  cir cu m cise m y sou l’.  

                Th is is the un repor ted  gen ocide 

that  is going on  in  the far  e ast . All the 

above is defin itely happen in g although  

there is lit t le press repor t in g of it .  

                Near ly half a m illion  Chr ist ians 

are st ill livin g in  appallin g con dit ion s as 

refugees. While the govern m en t  is 

p ressu r in g them  to r etu rn  to their  

villages, the Islam ic group Laskar  J ihad  

has declared  that  Chr ist ian s can n ot  

com e back to ‘clean sed’ areas un less 

th ey con ver t  to Islam . Th e c on cern  is 

that  the cr isis is spread in g to the  

Su lawesi p rovin ce.  

                Western  Chr ist ians m ust  act  

qu ickly to stop  the slaugh ter  in  Sulawesi. 

The Church  in  In don esia are callin g for  

in tern at ion al h elp  to p reven t  an oth er  

b loodbath . 

H ere is a  son g wr it ten  by on e of the 

Chr ist ian  refugees from  the Malukus: 

                In  th is wor ld  

                Your  peop le su ffer  

                For  Chr ist  we con t in ue to stan d  

                An d  p r ay  

                Lord  J esus help… 

                Man y h ave becom e 

                The vict im s of the con flict 

                Let  there be n o m ore killin gs 

                Give u s You r  peace, peace, 

p eace 

                Br ing peace to Maluku 

          Refrain : 

                H ide us 

                From  th e cruelty of th e wor ld  

                Teach  u s You r  peop le 

                To con t in ue to forgive on e 

an oth er  

                Lord  (Lord) 

                Reveal (Reveal)                 

                You r  p ower  (You r  p ower ) 

                Yes  Lor d  

 

                The Barnabas Fund (Serving the 

Suffer ing Church  in  the Muslim  World) 

h ave publish ed  lit er a tu re to tell us of the 

horr ific suffer ings of Chr ist ians under  

Islam ic au thor it ies. Please read  the side 

pan el on  th is page, an d  take the 

n ecessar y act ion .            The Barnabas 

Fun d  are askin g us to do all we can  to 

per suade the Br it ish  Govern m en t  to 

lobby th e In don esia  a u thor it ies to br in g 

to an  en d  the an t i-Chr ist ian  violen ce. 

Con tact : 

Th e  B a r n a b a s  Fu n d ,  Th e  Old  

Re c to ry,  Rive r  S tre e t ,  P e w s e y,  

 The Unreported Genocide 
 

The Persecution of Christians in Indonesia 

Malu-

Sulawesi 

Jakarta 
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GODLINESS 

an d DISCIPLINE 

 

 

 “Th ere is n o such  

th in gs as in st an t  

godlin ess. Today 

th er e is  in st an t  

pu d d in g, in st an t  

coffee...in st a n t  

ever yt h in g.  An d  

coun selees wan t  

in stan t  godlin ess as 

well...Th e t r ouble 

is godliness does 

n ot  com e t h a t  wa y. 

 

“Th e Bible is ve r y  

p la in  abou t  h ow 

godliness does 

com e.Pau l wrote 

about  godliness to 

Tim ot h y “Tim othy , 

y ou m ust  d is c i-

p lin e  y o urs e lf  for 

the purpose of 

godliness” [ 1 Tim  

4:7]. Discip lin e is 

the secret  of godli-

ness.  

 

“The word d isc i-

pline has d isa p-

peared  from  

m in d s, m ou th s, 

an d  pu lp it s in  ou r  

cu ltu r e. Modern  

Am er ican  society 

h a r d ly kn ows wh a t  

d iscip lin e m ean s. 

Yet  ap a r t  fr om  

discip lin e, th ere is 

n o oth er  way to 

at ta in  god lin ess; 

discipline is God’s 

path  to godlin ess”. 

 

[ J a y Ad a m s  in   

‘Th e Ch r ist ian  

Counselor’s Ma n -

u a l’] 

 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _  

 

 

PAREN TIN G 

COU RSES  
 

For  helpful r e-

sources on  paren t -

in g con tact  

Prepare Them for the Future  

W 
E READ IN Scr ipture “Train  

up  a  ch ild  in  the w ay  he 

shou ld  go, an d  w hen  he is old  

he w ill n ot  depar t  from  it”  [Pro 22:6]. 

An  altern at ive r en der in g for  the H ebrew 

is “Train  up  a  ch ild  accord in g to h i s  

w a y  an d  even  when  he is old  he will n ot  

depar t  from  it”. I f th is a ltern at ive r en-

der in g is cor rect  then  it  teaches that  if a  

ch ild  is a llowed  to go h is own  way when  

youn g, then  there is lit t le hope of chan g-

ing h im  afterwards!  

                 The reality of th is can  be 

seen  in  the cu r ren t  chan ge 

of a t t itudes to ch ild -rear in g 

and to a ssessin g the resu l-

tan t  adu lt  p roblem s.  

                 We used  to be able 

to cope an d  pu t  up  with  

hardsh ips. We used  to be 

a b le  t o  over com e d ifficul-

t ies. But  n ow, very often , if 

t rouble ar ises it  often  

m ean s st r ess an d  depression , or  far  

worse, th e breakin g of vows, th e term i-

n at in g of relat ion sh ips, an d  ren egin g on  

com m itm en ts. 

                 In  the past , when  wron ged , 

people d id  n ot  a lways r esor t  to lit igat ion  

and libel. Th ey cou ld  take a  r ever se an d  

en dure hardsh ip  without  lookin g for  

som eon e to b lam e –  an d  p ick up  the bill. 

People used  t o h ave th e cou r age of th eir  

con vict ion s an d  be willin g to suffer  an d  

to st an d  for  wh at  th ey believed  to be 

r igh t .  

                 Wh y ar e m ore an d  m ore peop le 

today cr ackin g up  un der  p r essu res 

p r eviously con sider ed  to go with  th e 

job?  

                 We believe on e of the factor s is 

the way we n ow br in g up  ch ild ren . We 

n eed  to br in g ch ild ren  up  in  God’s way 

(n ot  their  own  way).  

                 We n eed  to give th em  respon si-

b ility an d  m ake th em  accoun table. Too 

m an y paren ts fa il to warn  their  ch ild ren , 

in st ruct  them , an d  t r a in  them . Too m an y 

of the th rea t s m ade ar e n ever  car r ied  

ou t .  There is lit t le con sisten cy in  d isc i-

p lin e. Man y just  a llow ch ild ren  to do 

their  own  th in g. There is n o pun ishm en t  

for  d isobed ien ce. Th e ch ild  on ly n eeds 

to per sist  an d  it  gets it s own  way.   

                 Paren ts m ust  tell their  ch ild ren  

that  life is difficult . Life is full of hard-

sh ips an d  in con ven ien ces. Ch ild ren  n eed  

to be in st ructed  an d  t r a in ed  for  the 

r igours of life. Paren ts m ust  give their  

ch ildren  r espon sibilit ies in  the hom e, 

else th ey will n ever  be ab le to car r y 

responsibilit ies later  on  in  life . Ch ildren  

n eed  p r epar a t ion for  th e year s ah ead .  

                 I f ch ild r en  ar e given  everyth in g 

th ey wan t  in  th e h om e, on ce th ey go 

ou t  in to th e cold  h ard  wor ld  an d  d is-

cover  th a t  th in gs ar e n ot  given  to 

th em  with ou t  h ard  work, th ey 

crack up  an d  en d  up  with  psy-

chological d ifficu lt ies. H en ce 

cou n sellors' wait in g room s are 

packed . 

                 Most  im por tan t ly, ch il-

d ren  are n o lon ger  taugh t  the 

Bible, th e oldest , best  p roven  

coun sellor  in  the wor ld . Som e 

year s ago, th e p r esiden t  of Yale 

Un iver sity said  that  kn owledge of the 

Bible was m ore valuable th an  a  un iver -

sity degree. The basic pr in cip les of life, 

th e essen t ia l keys to p rosper ity, an d  th e 

elem en tary ru les for  p rogress ar e a ll 

con ta ined in  the Bible. 

                 Much  of the d ifficu lt ies of the 

youn g today, ar ises from  th e fact  th a t  

ch ild ren  are n o lon ger  bein g brough t  up  

by their  paren ts. The Sta te n ow wron gly 

assum es th is role an d  provides n ur ser ies 

so th at  paren ts can  car ry on  with  th eir  

ca r eers. The Bible pu ts the on us of ch ild-

r ear in g fa ir ly an d  squarely on to paren ts. 

The followin g n ot ice was foun d in  a 

Police Stat ion  - n ot  in  a  ch u rch : 

 

H o w  to  M a k e  Yo u r  Ch i ld  

a  D e l in q u e n t:  

Give h im  everyth in g h e wan ts.  

Laugh  at  h is bad  habits.  

Never  give h im  spir itual t rain ing.  

Pick up  everyth in g h e leaves aroun d . 

Give h im  as m uch  pocket  m on ey as 

he wan ts –  wh y sh ou ld  h e be 

den ied  an yth in g he wan ts.  

Sat isfy every wish  - otherwise he will 

be frust rated  which  is harm ful.  

Take h is side against  all neighbours 

an d  teacher s who cr it icise h im .  

Prepare for  a life of GRIEF - you  a r e  
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FREE CHURCH 

 

TEENS AND 

TWENTIES 

FELLOWSHIP 

WEEKEND  
 

Speaker: 

IAIN MACASKILL  
 

Subject: 

REVIVAL  
 

15th, 16th, 17th 

FEBRUARY 2002 
 

 

Dulnain Bridge   
 

 

COSTS: 
 

£39 EMPLOYED 
 

All Others £30 

 

Booking Fee £10  
 

BOOK EARLY 

TO AVOID 

DISAPPOINTMENT  

 

Contact: 
 

KATE GRAHAM and 

FIONA WALKER 
 

01224 641515  
 

GRAHAM MACLEOD  

 

01349 861187  
 

So come along to this 

amazing weekend. 

Aviemore is just five miles 

away and Inverness a half 

hour drive. Meet new 

friends, 

play pool, play table tennis 

or just laze by the open log 

fire. 

D U N D EE 

 

The Satu rday Lun ches have star ted  

again  an d  we were very en couraged  with  

the fir st  Satu rday. A youn g m an  cam e in  

an d  we chat ted  as he was havin g h is 

soup. H e was a studen t  from  Dundee and 

was in terested  in  our  con ver sat ion  with  

Mr Quinn  who was din in g at  the sam e 

table. H e said  he had a faith  of som e kind 

but  it  wasn ’t  ‘religious’! Reference was 

m ade to the Muslim s faith  and  we had  

oppor tun ity to tell h im  of our  fa ith . Mr  

Quinn  m en tioned how un like Chr ist , 

Osam a bin  Laden  was, as he m ade h is 

youn g s old ier s d ie for  h is cause, whereas 

Chr ist  offered up h im self. If Osam a was a 

real leader  he should  offer  h im self up  as 

Christ  did!  

                Our  church  is n ow open  on  a  

Tuesday lun ch  t im e for  prayer . Chr ist ian  

leader s in  th e city m eet  each  Tuesday 

un til Chr istm as t o  p r ay –  th ere is t ea /

coffee, bu t  n o food  –  the em phasis is on  

p r ayer !  

                Th e cr isis h elp  service 

Altern at ives st ill u se on e of ou r  r oom s 

for  coun sellin g gir ls in  t r aum a over  their  

p regn an cy. There is an  in crease in  

r equests for  post -abor t ion  coun sellin g. 

Man y gir ls ar e n ot  told  before 

un dergoin g abor t ion  of th e t r aum a th ey 

m ay exper ien ce afterwards. 

                David  Dow (our  fu ll t im e worker ) 

has been  en couraged  with  h is m eet in g in  

th e sch ools. Over  40  cam e to th e last  

lun ch  t im e m eet in g, doublin g up  on  the 

p r eviou s week. Th is is en couragin g 

especially as n o Chr ist ian  witn ess was 

able to pen et r a te in to th is sch ool. 

                Plan s are afoot  for  an oth er  

m ission  aroun d  the church  dur in g the 

m on th  of Decem ber . We also hope to 

h ave a  com m un ion  on  th e last  Sun day of 

t h e yea r  –  30 th  Decem ber  DV. 

                Please n ote that  our  m idweek 

m eet in g n igh t  is back to Thursday an d  

th e t im e is  7pm  (n ot  7.30 pm  as befor e). 

This is a  m ore su itable t im e for  those 

wh o can  m an age to com e alon g. Please 

r em em ber  to ch eck ou r  website for  a ll 

up-t o-da te even t s an d  t im es at  

wwwapcdun dee.org.uk  

 

 

POOLEW E  

 

For  th e past  th ree m on th s th e Poolewe 

APC con gregat ion  has had  the use of the 

Poolewe Free Church  bu ild in g for  public  

worsh ip .  A n ew ar ran gem en t  is n ow in  

p lace. Followin g agreem en t  with  both  

Presbyter ies, th e con gregat ion  n ow 

worsh ips join t ly with  the Poolewe an d  

Aultbea  Free Ch urch , with  services as 

follows - Poolewe 10 .45am , In ver asd a le 

4 .30 pm , Au ltbea  6 .30 pm . On  th e four th  

Lord 's Day of each  m on th  there will be 

two services in  Poolewe - a t  10 .45am  

an d  5.0 0 pm  - with  APC pulp it  supply.  

                The p astor  of the Free Church  

con gregat ion  is Rev Dr  J ohn  R 

McIn tosh .  

May th is n ew ar ran gem en t  be to the 

glory of God  an d  to th e advan cem en t  of 

His Cause and Kingdom .  

 

 

STORNOWAY 

 

Th e con gregat ion  en joyed  a  com m un ion  

on  th e 25 Novem ber  a lon g with  a  Guest  

serv ice in  the even in g when  we were 

en cou r aged  by th e a t t en dan ce of som e 

n ew faces. On e of them  had  n ever  been  

in side a  church  in  her  life.  

                A You th  Fellowsh ip  h as begun  

on ce a  m on th  for  a  t r ia l per iod , an d  it  is 

h oped  th is  m ay develop  over  th e win ter .  

                A Paren t in g Course has been  

run n in g sin ce Novem ber  wh en  m oth er s 

in  the con gregat ion  gather  in  the m an se 

to watch  on e of th e videos p r od u ced  by 

Care for  the Fam ily. A Than ksgivin g Day 

was held  on  the last  Thursday of 

Novem ber  as is  th e custom  th rough ou t  

the island in  

Lewis. 

 

 

OB AN 

 

We are p leased  to r epor t  th at  ou r  pastor  

Revd  Arch ie McPhail is im provin g an d  is 

n ow takin g all th ree m eet ings.   

                A m ost  en joyable com m u n ion  

was h eld  in  Novem ber  wh en  th e Revd  

Congregational News 
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Re a d  Lu ke  c h a p .  2 2  ve rs e s  6 6 -7 1 

 

S 
OM E J EW S  ATTEM P T to  

e x c u s e  t h e m s e l v e s  f r o m  

c o m p l i c i t y  i n  t h e  

c o n d e m n a t i o n  o f  th e  d e a th  o f  

J e s u s  a n d  h a ve  s u g g e s te d  th a t  

th e i r  r u le r s  tr i e d  to  s a ve  h i m  fr o m  

th e  Ro m a n s .   Ou r  p re s e n t  

S c r ip tu re ,  a lo n g  w i th  th e  o th e r  

th re e  go s p e ls ,  te l ls  a  d i ffe re n t  

s to ry.   It  w a s ,  P i la te ,  in  fa c t ,  w h o  

a tte m p te d ,  o n c e  a n d  a ga in ,  to  fre e  

th e  p r i s o n e r  a t  h i s  B a r; a n d ,  to  n o  

a va i l ,  in  th e  p re s e n c e  o f  

u n r e le n t i n g  p r e s s u r e  to  d e s tr o y  

H i m  fr o m  th e  s i d e  o f  th e  c h i e f  

p rie s ts .   

 

 

 

In n o c e n c e  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  e n v y  

The “con tradict ion  of sin n ers again st  

him self” was an  en dur in g feature of the 

exper ien ce of J esus wh ilst  here on  ear th .  

H is fam ily had  to flee to Egypt  to escape 

the fu ry of H erod  again st  the youn g ch ild  

an d , subsequen t ly , th ey h ad  to tu rn  

aside to dwell in  Nazareth .   

                 From  th e h our  of th e 

Lord’s fir st  official appearan ce 

at  the feast  of the Lord  in  

J erusalem  the ru ler s had  

a lr eady decided  th at  h e m ust  

d ie. I t  was host ility that  

in cr eased  to becom e t r u ly 

in ten se by th e t im e of the 

Passover  th r ee year s la t er . 

Th e t r each ery of J udas 

Iscar iot  gave oppor tun ity to effect  

their  wish .  J esus is, therefore, 

appreh en ded , brough t  before 

An n as; an d , at  the break of the 

day, th e wh ole J ewish  Coun cil con ven e 

under  Caiphas.    

                 I t  is th is ext r em e h ost ility th a t  

J esus was n ow to suffer . H e com plain s, -

“if  I  a lso ask  y ou , y e w ill n ot  an sw er  m e, 

n or  let  m e go”.  Already th ey h ad  fa iled  

to an swer  h is quest ion  with  r egard  to the 

bapt ism  of J ohn  [20 :3 -8 ] and now, in  the 

cour se of t r ia l before a  du ly con st itu ted  

Cour t  of Law, the issue was on e of basic 

just ice that  the pr ison er  a t  the Bar  be 

given  an  an swer . In  it s absen ce the t r ia l 

was a form ality an d  a  farce with  the 

ou tcom e a lr eady decided !    

                 Equally r evealin g is the 

com plain t  –  “If  I  t ell y ou , y e w ill n ot  

believ e”.  Noth in g cou ld  be m ore 

frust rat in g for  the defen din g par ty than  

to r ea lise th a t  wh atever  h e wou ld  say 

would  m ake n o d ifferen ce as the m in ds 

of the judges were closed .  Such  is the 

p rejud ice of un belief an d , even  m ore, 

the blin d  prejud ice that  b it t er  h at r ed  

had  en gen dered  in  the hear ts of these 

ru ler s. The om en s were om in ous! 

 

A n e e d  fo r  s e l f-a c c u s a t i o n  

The sem blance of a  just  t r ia l before their  

Coun cil was clear ly dem an ded .  I t  was 

also n eedfu l in  that , as a  subject  n at ion  

seekin g the death  of the p r ison er  before 

th em , th ey p r esen t  a  cr ed ib le case to th e 

Rom an  Govern or . Pr ide in  r espect  of 

their  ecclesiast ical law again  r equ ir ed  

that  to be so.  Treason  with  r egard  to the 

form er , an d  blasph em y in  r espect  of th e 

la t ter , was what  n eeded  to be 

established . False witn esses had  

spoken  bu t  to n o avail.   

                The case for  the 

prosecut ion  was in  cr isis! Caiphas, 

as h igh  pr iest , thus in vokes the 

despera te p rocedure of r equ ir in g 

J esus, un der  the oath  of the 

m ost  h igh  God, to an swer  as to 

whether  or  n ot  h e was the 

Chr ist . The ru lers had 

un der stood  th at  th e Proph et  

of Galilee had  aspired  to the 

p rom ise of God  to Abraham  in  

th is regard being fulfilled  in  h im self. It  

was wh at  th e com m on  peop le h ad  

spoken  in  the presen ce of h is m igh ty 

works, --“Is n ot  th is the Christ?”    

                 At  th is jun ctu re th e observat ion  

of J esus (a lr eady n ot iced ) com es to h ave 

 

 

 

 

C S LEW IS  o n  

JESUS  

 

 

Observed  C S 

Lewis, th e br illian t  

an d  on ce skept ical 

Cam br id ge 

Un iver s it y 

professor  who was 

even t u a lly  won  

over  by evid en ce 

for  J esus,  

 

“I  a m  t r yin g h er e  

t o p r even t  an yon e 

sa yin g t h e  r ea lly 

foolish  th in g th a t  

people often  say 

abou t  H im . ‘I ’m  

r ead y to accep t  

J esus as a  gr ea t  

m or a l t each er , bu t  

I don’t  accept  H is 

claim  to be God.’ 

Th at  is th e on e 

t h in g we  m u st  not  

s a y. 

 

“A m a n   wh o wa s  

m er e ly a  m a n  a n d  

said  the sor t  of 

th in gs J esus said  

would  n ot  be a  

gr ea t  m or a l 

t each er . H e wou ld  

eit h er  be a  

lun at ic… or  else H e 

wou ld  be th e Devil 

of H ell. You  m ust  

m ake you r  ch oice. 

Eit h er  t h is  m an  

was, an d  is , t h e 

Son of God : or  else a 

m a d m a n  or  

som eth in g worse.  

 

“You  can  sh u t  H im  

up for  a  fool, you  

can  sp it  a t  H im  

an d  kill H im  as a  

dem on ; or  you  can  

fall down  at  H is 

feet  an d  ca ll H im  

Lord and God. But  

let  us n ot  com e 

wit h  a n y 

pat ron isin g 

nonsense about  H is 

The Unjust Trial – 

‘The Tables Turned!’ 
 

By Revd Alexander Murray, Lairg 



 

A BETTER ‘RAILTRACK’ 
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such  r elevan cy.  Th ey wer e sayin g, “t ell 

us”, an d  the Lord  kn ew that  if he would  

tell th em  th ey wou ld  n ot  believe h im  n or  

let h im  go.  The ru ler s of Israel would  

n ot  believe becau se th ey h ad  a lr ead y, 

an d  to so fu ll an  exten t , m ade up  their  

m inds that  th is was n o t  so.  No p roph et  

was to ar ise from  Galilee an d , in  an y 

case, th ere was th e u rgen t  n eed  to r id  

th em selves of a  m ost  t r oublesom e 

per son  who was usurp in g their  p lace 

with  the people an d  exposin g the 

h ypocr isy of th eir  beh aviour . Th e H igh  

Pr iest ’s enquiry was, th erefore, n o 

search  for  in form at ion  bu t  an  

un disgu ised  st ratagem  to obtain  a  basis 

of accusat ion  to con dem n .    

                If ther e wer e an y per son  th a t  

m orn in g in  the house of the h igh  pr iest  

that  knew what  was t ranspir ing in  the 

m in ds of these ru ler s it  was J esus.  The 

quest ion  pu t  had  on e purpose an d , if the 

h oped  for  r espon se be given , th e 

sen ten ce to death  would  follow.  What  

other s had  failed  to do was n ow in  the 

power  of J esus h im self to accom plish  at  

on e st roke.   

                H is guilt  in  term s of the 

car icatu re of a  t r ia l that  m orn in g in  

J erusalem  would  be fu lly established  

an d  h e wou ld  be deliver ed  to th e 

Rom an s to be crucified .  H e m ust  n eeds, 

therefore, be h is own  accuser !  H ere was 

that  fu r ther  step , in  the self-hum iliat ion  

of the Lord  of glory, w h ich  J esus n ow 

takes, alike with  determ inat ion  as with  

m easu red  d ign ity. 

 

Th e  a c c u s e d ,  i s  in  fa c t ,  ju d ge !  

The t r ial does n ot , ho wever , t ake en d  a t  

that  poin t ; an d , in  parallel, n either  does 

the n oble con fession  of J esus [cf. 1 Tim  

6:13].  What  the Lord  says in  an swer  to 

the “lead in g” quest ion , -- “Ar t  t hou  the 

Christ?” is a  m ost  defin it ive affirm at ive 

bu t  does n ot  stop  there.  H e is the Son  of 

Man  who is to sit  at  the r igh t  han d of the 

power  of God .   

                Th is was, of course, r eferen ce 

m ad e to th e p r oph ecy of [Dan . 7:13,14], 

and  so what  J esus is affirm ing to these 

elders of Israel was that  H e, the pr ison er  

at  their  bar , is that  Person , an oin ted  by 

God  an d  sen t  in to the wor ld  to r edeem  

the Israel of God in  all generat ions. H e is 

p r oceed in g to r eceive th e u n iver sal 

dom in ion  wh ich  by r igh t  per ta in s to th is 

“Son  of M an ”, an d  so to sit  on  H is th ron e 

at  God’s r igh t  hand. It  rem ains for  H im  

 

MANUSCRIPT 

EVID EN CE fo r 

JESUS 

 

World-class scholar  

Bruce Metzger  said  

th a t  com par ed  

wit h  oth er  an cien t  

docu m en t s , t h er e 

is  an  u n p r ece-

den ted  n um ber  of 

New Test am en t  

m a n u scr ip ts an d  

t h a t  t h ey can  be 

dated  ext r em ely 

close to the or igin al 

wr it in gs. Th e 

m oder n  New 

Test am en t  is  99 .5 

per  cen t  free of 

textual d iscrepa n -

cies, with  n o m ajor  

Ch r ist ian  doct r in es 

in  doubt . Th e 

cr it er ia  u sed  by 

t h e  ea r ly ch u r ch  t o  

d et er m in e wh ich  

books should be 

considered author i-

t a t ive  h a ve  en -

su r ed  t h a t  we 

possess the best 

possible records 

about  J esus.  

 

“We h ave bet t er  

h istor ical docu -

m en t a t ion  for  

J esus th an  for  th e 

foun der  of an y 

oth er  an cien t  

r eligion .” sa id  

Ed win  Yam au ch i. 

Sources from  

outside the Bible 

corrobor a t e  t h a t  

m an y peop le 

believed  J esus 

per form ed  healin gs 

an d  was th e Mes-

s iah , t h a t  h e was 

cr u cified , an d  th a t  

despite h is sham e-

fu l dea th , h is 

followers, who 

believed  h e was 

s t ill a live , wor -

sh ipped  h im  as 

God. On e exper t  

docu m en ted  

t h ir t y -n in e a n -

to com e in  th e clouds of h eaven  to judge 

all the n at ion s.  Th is was the t ru th  of the 

situa t ion  n ot  to be con cealed ; an d  com e 

ou t  it  d id , un der  the oath  of the 

Alm igh ty, in  th e p resen ce of th ese 

ar rogan t  an d  m urderous ru ler s of the 

people!     

                Yet  an oth er  vita l item  of 

in form at ion  em erges.  I t  is p lain  that  the 

J ewish  ru ler s un derstood  Dan iel’s words 

as havin g referen ce to a  Divin e Person ; 

so, on  h ear in g th e r ep ly of J esus, th ey 

respon d  with  the fu r ther  quest ion ,--“Ar t  

thou  the Son  of God?” From  the side o f 

th e p rosecu t ion  th is su ited  very well 

th eir  case in  th at  th ey m igh t  n ow accuse 

Galilee’s p rophet  of “blasphem y”.  An d  

J esus, s o aware of all the im plicat ion s of 

th is fu r ther  con fession , declares the 

t ru th  of the m at ter , -- “Ye sa y  t ha t  I  

am .” H ow tru ly o verwhelm in g in  it s 

glory an d  won der  th e t ru th  th a t  h ere 

un folds from  the lips of J esus - as He, 

God’s very Son  walks on  ear th  in  such  

Oh ! Wh at  a  d ea l we h ea r  an d  r ead 

Abou t  r a ilways an d  r a ilway sp eed ; 

Of r a il wh ich  a r e or  m ay be m ad e,  

An d  sellin g sh ares is qu ite a  t r ade.  

 

Allow m e as an  old  d ivin e 

To poin t  you  to an other  lin e,  

Wh ich  does fr om  ear th  to h eaven  

exten d ,  

Wh ere r eal p leasu res n ever  en d .  

 

In fin ite wisdom  sketched  the p lan , 

To save aposta t e r u in ed  m an ; 

An d  J esus Ch r ist , J eh ovah ’s Son , 

Th e m igh t y wor k H im self has done.  

 

Of t r u th  d ivin e t h e r a ils  a r e m ad e,  

An d on  the rock of ages laid ; 

Th e r a ils ar e fixed  in  ch air s of love; 

Firm  on  the th rone of God above.  

 

At  Calvary’s Cross it  does com m en ce,  

An d  r u n s th r ou gh  a ll t h e Wor d  fr om  

then ce,  

Then  crosses J ordan ’s swelling flood,  

Before the royal th rone of God.  

 

Our  gr an d  fir st -class is used for  all; 

For  J ew or  Gen t ile great  or  sm all; 

Ther e’s room  for  all the wor ld  in side; 

An d  kin gs an d  beggar s here do r ide.  
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JESUS  

 

“Of All t h e im ages 

h e cou ld  h ave 

chosen  for  h im self, 

J esus set t led on  

th a t  of th e groom  

wh ose r adian ce 

ch eer s up  th e 

en t ir e wedd in g 

p a r t y… 

 

“H e h a d  n ea r ly 

in exh au st ib le 

p a t ien ce with  

in divid u a ls   bu t  n o 

p a t ien ce a t  a ll with  

in st itu t ion s an d  

in just ice… 

 

“Su r ely h is  s t yle  

h ad  lit t le in  com -

m on  with  t h a t  of 

m od er n  d a y evan -

gelist s , with  th eir  

t en t s an d  stad ia , 

t h eir  ad van ce 

t eam s an d  b ill-

boards an d  d irect -

m a il cam p a ign s , 

t h eir  elect r on ica lly 

en han ced  presen -

t a t ion s. H is lit t le 

ban d  of followers, 

possessin g n o 

perm an en t  base of 

operat ion s , wan -

dered  from  town  to 

t own  with ou t  

m uch  d iscer n ib le 

s t r a t egy… 

 

“Wer e  t h ey livin g 

in  m oder n  t im es, 

wit h  t h e  cr a ck-

down  on  hom eless-

ness, J esus and h is 

disciples would 

likely be h arassed  

by police an d  

forced  to m ove on ”.  

 

[Ph ilip  Yan cey in  

‘Th e J esus I  n ever  

Knew’] 

 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _  

 

 

P h i l ip  Ya n c e y i s  

H 
ELLO CATHERINE, I'm  sure 

there a re day s w hen  y ou  

w ould  qu ite fan cy  a  t r ip  

to a  deser t  islan d . W ell, I 'd  lik e y ou  to 

im agin e tha t  y ou  are goin g  to be 

g iv en  tha t  oppor tun ity  an d  tha t  it  w ill 

be a  few  day s before y ou  are rescued  

dur in g  w hich  t im e y ou  can  ca tch  up  

w ith  som e read in g . You  are a llow ed  the 

Bible, The Pilgrim 's Progress - three 

other  books an d  a  luxury . First  of a ll 

w ou ld  y ou  descr ibe y ourself  as an  av id  

reader? Did  y ou  en joy  readin g  books 

as a  child?  

 

No n ot  an  avid  r eader  bu t  a  con stan t  

r eader . I  u sually h ave a t  least  on e book 

or  two wh ich  I  daily d ip  in to. I  d id  n ot  

en joy books as a  ch ild , th e books I  r ead  

were usually for  sch ool an d  I  wou ld  

m uch  r a th er  h ave been  p layin g ou tside. 

 

That 's probably  t rue for  a  lot  of 

ch ildren . R ight  n ow  y ou  are in v olv ed  

w ith  

the Inv erness Crisis Pregnancy  Cen tre 

(CPC).... how  has th is w ork  chan ged  or 

cha llen ged  y ou? Do y ou  get  

oppor tun it ies to share God 's w ord  w ith  

t he 

p eop le y ou  m eet?  

 

The work of the CPC has cer tain ly been  

challen gin g, especially in  m y own  faith  

an d  love for  Chr ist . I t  has m ade m e 

aware of m y own  weakn esses an d  m y 

tota l depen den ce on  God . I t  is  so easy to 

say we have biblical p r in cip les bu t  it  is 

qu ite an other  th in g to pu t  them  in to 

pract ice. Goin g in to schools an d  

speakin g to teen agers has also m ade m e 

realise how biblical m orality is n o lon ger  

con sid er ed  r elevan t  by m an y of ou r  

t each er s  an d  you n g peop le. Yes I  h ave 

h ad  m an y oppor tun it ies to sh are th e 

gospel with  gir ls an d  that  is a  won der fu l 

p r ivilege. 

 

Can  y ou  t ell u s abou t  a  book  y ou  hav e 

read  recen t ly  tha t  has cha llen ged  y ou  

spiritually ?  

 

Yes  t wo - Th e Prayer  of J abez by Bruce 

Wilkin son  read in g th is book con vin ced  

m e m ore th an  ever  of th e power  of 

p rayer  an d  it  m ade m e p ick up  for  a  

secon d  t im e J essie MacFar lan e's book A 

H ousewife's Adven ture with  God. 

 

R em em ber  tha t  y ou  are a llow ed  to tak e 

the Bible and  the Pilgr im s Progress w ith 

y ou  on to the islan d  - three other  book s 

an d  y our  luxury . W hat  w ill these be?  

 

‘The Mystery of The H oly Spir it ’ by R. C. 

Sproul, ‘What ' s So Am azing About  

Grace’ by Ph ilip  Yan cey an d  an y on e of 

Desert 

Island 

Books 
 

 

 

with 
 

 

Catherine MacInnes 

Mrs Catherine MacInnes 



Th e APC New s – No  81 – Decem b er  2001 Pag e 11 

 
 

N o tice   To 

Co n gre ga tio n s 

 

Con gregat ion s ar e 

en couraged  to sen d  

repor ts in  reg u -

la r ly of wh a t  is  

h appen in g in  t h eir  

com m u n it ies. The 

ed itor  will be 

p leased  to receive 

in for m at ion  an y -

t im e d u r in g t h e 

m on th . I t  is up to 

each  con gr ega t ion  

to sen d  in  their  

own  r epor t  with ou t  

th e ed itor  r em in d-

in g t h em  each  

m on t h .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COPYRIGH T 

 

Please n ote that  

a n yon e  m a y r e-

p r in t  a r t icles fr om  

the APC News –  

th a t  is , a r t icles 

wh ich  do n ot  bear  

a  n am e t o t h em  as  

t h ey a r e  wr it t en  

by th e ed itor . 

However , ot h er  

a r t icles  wh ich  

h a ve a n ot h er  

au th or  will n eed  

t h a t  au th or ’s  

perm ission  to 

r ep r in t  –  such  as 

the ‘Breakpoin t ’ 

a r t icles.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The APC New s is 

published 9 tim es 

per year in the 

follow ing m onths: 

 

January / February  

March 

Max Lucado's books. Th e luxury I  wou ld  

take with  m e would  be a  r ad io. 

 

I f  y ou  w ere to p ick  a  sen ten ce or  quote 

from  an y  book  or  p iece of  poetry  to  

st ick  on  the w all of  y our  m ud  hu t  on  th is 

f ict ion a l deser t  islan d  w hat  quote 

w ou ld  t ha t  be? 

 

"BE STILL AND KNOW THAT I AM GOD." 

 

You  hav e tw o g ran d ch ild ren  - R ohan  

an d  Bly the. As a  gran dm other  do y ou  

en joy  

shar in g  books w ith  y our  gran dchildren ? 

W hat  are y our  fav our ites?  

 

Yes. I  love r ead in g ch ild r en 's b ib le story 

books to th em  - on es with  lots of 

illust r a t ion s an d  p ictu res. I  believe it  is 

ver y im por tan t  to get  ch ild r en  

in terested  in  bible stor ies from  as youn g 

an  age as possible. 

 

On ce y ou  are on  the islan d  y ou  are cu t  

of f  from  society  bu t  y ou  are a llow ed  to 

sen d  on e book  to a  n on  Christ ian  fr ien d  

back  hom e. W ha t  book  w ou ld  y ou  p ick  

an d  w hy ?  

 

‘Right with  God’ by J ohn  Blan chard  

because we h ave given  it  in  th e past  to 

people an d  it  has been  blessed  to them . 

 

Out  of a ll the books you  will have read  in  

your  life, God 's Word, the Bible will have 

h ad  th e m ost  p rofoun d  effect  on  you . In  

what  ways has God 's book the Bible 

sh aped  you  as a  per son  sin ce you  

becam e a Chr ist ian?  

 

God 's word  has t ran sform ed m y th in kin g 

an d  d ir ected  m e in to ar eas I  n ever  

th ough t  I  wou ld  ever  be in volved  in  for  

exam ple th e ver ses  “If y ou  fa lter  in  

t im es of  t rouble, how  sm all is y our  

st ren g th! R escue those bein g  led  aw ay  

to dea th; hold  back  those stagger in g  

tow ards slaughter . I f  y ou  say  ‘Bu t  w e 

k n ew  n oth in g  abou t  th is,” does n ot  he 

FIRST THINGS 

FIRST  
 

We live in  a  wor ld  that  in creasin gly 

th inks it  can  do without  God’s laws. The 

Four th  Com m an dm en t  is about  t h e 

Lord’s Day –  ou r  Sun day –  a  specia l day 

given  by God . 

                The videotape program m e ‘Fir st  

Th in gs Fir st ’  p roduced  by the Lord’s 

Day Observan ce Society addresses th e 

r elevan ce of the Lord’s Day an d  it s 

ben efit s, th rough  the eyes of people of 

all ages and d ifferen t walks of life. 

                Th is will p rove to be a  valuable 

r esou rce for  th ose in  pastora l over sigh t  

who wish  to presen t  the pr in c ip les of the 

Lord  an d  H is day in  a  clear , up  to date 

an d  relevan t  fash ion . 

P r ic e  £ 7.9 9  
 

For  fu r ther  in form at ion  or  to purchase 

th e VH S videotape con tact : Ia in  A 

Macdon ald , 3 Wim ber ley Way, 

BORED WHEN TRAVELLING? 
Lis t en  t o  a  t a p e  –   

 

on ly £ 6 for  album  of 6  serm on s in clud in g p  &p  

w w w .Lew isReformedTapes.org.uk  



  

All t he v iew s 

expressed  in  this 

m agazin e are 

n ot  n ecessary  

those of  the 

ed itor  or  the 

den om in -a t ion . 

The ar t icles are 

m ean t  to st im u-

la te thought  an d  

p rov ok e a  seri-

ous study  of  

Holy  Scrip ture. 

All ar t icles n ot  

a t t r ibu ted  to an  

au thor  are by  

the ed itor . 

 

The ty peface is 

10 p t   ‘Georg ia’  

using M icrosoft  

Publisher  98 . 

The sty le for  

Scr ip ture quota-

t ions is ita lic 

w ith in  double 

in v er ted  com -

m as,  an d  then  

square brack ets 

for  the Scrip ture 

referen ce, cha p-

ter  an d  v erse 

separa ted  by  a  

colon .  

 

Ar t icles are best  

sen t  by  em ail. 

Text  m ay  a lso be 

sen t  on  d isc in  

M icrosoft  W ord. 

Clearly  pr in ted  

w ell-sp aced  

ty p in g  an d  art-

w ork  in  on e 

colum n  is a lso 

a ccep ta ble.  

 

Photographs can  

be sen t  by  p ost  

or  by  em ail or  on  

d isc –  in JPEG 

form at  
 

Editor: 

Revd Donald C Macaskill 

238  Arbroath Road 

Dundee, DD4 7SB 

Tel 01382 451798 

 

Subscriptions and Renewals 

for APC News 
 

The APC News is published 9 times per year, 

beginning with the August/September issue. The 

cost is £7 per year including postage and should be 

considered as a donation.  
 

Note for Congregations 
 

Congregations please note that the minimum 

charge for bulk copies (up to 50) is £20. 

Additional copies thereafter in bundles of 50 for 

£15 and 25 for £7.50. Congregations of course, can 

order fewer copies, but they must pay the mini-

mum £20 for each issue. They can, if they wish, 

charge for their own distribution, or give them 

away free. Cheques should be made out to ‘APC 

News’ and sent to the address below. Please state 

if acknowledgement of donation is required. 
 
 

Mr D M Fraser, Publications Treasurer, 

‘Stratharris’, 

Daviot, by Inverness, IV2 5XQ 

Telephone 01463-772253 

Email: donald@stratharris.freeserve.co.uk 
 

Name............................................................. 
 

Address......................................................... 
 

...................................................................... 
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STUDY THEOLOGY  

AND PAY NO FEES? 
 

Do you want to study theology  

but can’t afford the tuition? 
 

Come to the Highlands of Scotland! 

BA in Theology - Entry in September 
 

Most students will pay no tuition fees. 

Those not eligible for fee remission  

will be offered work scholarships  
  

Also available: Leisure Classes; 

Access Course; M.Phil; PhD; D.Min 
 

Highland Theological College 
      High Street   Dingwall  IV15 9HA     

Tel: 01349 780000 Fax: 01349 780001 

E-mail: htc@uhi.ac.uk  

An oth er  day I ’m  spar ed  to see 

An d  I  wou ld  ever  con sciou s be, 

Of how I n eed  Thy st ren gth  an d  

power  

To keep  m e in  the t ryin g hour . 

 

I  kn ow n ot  what  th is day will hold  

As m om en ts pass an d  scen es un fold , 

Bu t  keep  m e in  m y con scien ce clear , 

To gr ieve Th ee m ay it  be m y fear . 

 

In  a ll m y du t ies m ay I  seek 

To kn ow Thy st ren gth  for  I  am  weak; 

With  all I  do; oh  m ay I  fin d  

That  Thou ar t  gracio us, good  an d  

kind. 

 

I f t r ia ls  sor e becom e m y lot  

May I  t rust  Thee, n o m at ter  what  

Should  m e befall, sin ce all, I  kn ow, 

Is for  the best  Thou  wouldst  m e show. 

 

So m ay I  th is day joyfu l be 

An d  kn ow adven tu re h ere with  Th ee, 

In  m an y ways Th y kin d n ess p r ove 

An d  in  m y h ear t  en joy Th y love. 

 

Th en  a ll m y days will be b lest  days 

An d  to Th y Nam e I  will give p ra ise, 

 

DAY of PRAYER 
 

The Presbytery have appointed 
 

Wednesday 12th December 
 

as a day of prayer for the nation. There is 

plenty to pray about. Each congregation can 

make its own arrangements. We trust that 

much prayer will be offered up for our land 

especially for a spirit of repentance and for the 

Lord to send lasting revival.  

 

NEXT PRESBYTERY 
 

will be held on 

TUESDAY 26th FEBRUARY 
at 2pm  

 

in St Stephen’s Church, Inverness 

A Morning Prayer 


