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OBJECTIVE 3:  STAYING IN CONTROL 
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LESSON 11: Violence in Cartoons 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 

• Students will become aware of violence in some cartoons. 

 
COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS 
 

• ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
* CCSS.2.W.1   With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to 

produce and publish writing, including collaboration with peers. 
* CCSS.2.W.7   Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number 

of books on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations). 
 

• MATHEMATICS 
* CCSS2.OA.1   Use addition and subtraction within 100 to solve one- and two-step word 

problems involving situations of adding to, taking from, putting together, taking apart, 
and comparing, with unknowns in all positions, e.g., by using drawings and equations 
with a symbol for the unknown number to represent the problem. 

 
LESSON OVERVIEW 
 

• Students will view a cartoon and tally acts of violence. 

• Students discuss what would happen if this was real life. 

• Students will write a friendly letter to parents. 

 
MATERIALS NEEDED 
 

• Rose and Too Much TV (Early Elementary version) 

• Student tally Worksheet 11.1:  1 per student 

• Friendly letter Worksheet 11.2:  1 per student 

• Prerecorded cartoon of your choice (pick one up at your local video store) 

 
Teacher’s Note:  In Lesson 14 you will be using a project to help inform others about what is 
being learned in the Take the Challenge curriculum.  The information learned in this lesson 
may be used to help get the message out. 
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PROCEDURE 
 

Step 11.1: Students Watch a Cartoon and Tally the Violence 

 
*CCSS.2.W.7 & CCSS.2.OA.1 
 
Read through page 7 in Rose and Too Much TV.  The shaded box at the bottom of the page 
tells students to keep track of violent acts they see in a cartoon.  Tell students that is exactly 
what we are going to do today! 
 

• Ask Students:  What is violence?  Allow students to respond, prompting them to name 
acts of violence (hit, kick, push, tease, bully). 

 

• Tell Students:  Today we will watch a cartoon.  Each of you will receive a tally chart.  
While watching, you will need to look for acts of violence in the cartoon.  Use tally marks to 
record how many times you see characters hitting, pushing, kicking, teasing, and bullying. 
 

Teacher’s Note:  You may want to make an overhead of the Tally chart to model how to record 
tally marks. 

 
Distribute Worksheet 11.1. 

 
Show students a cartoon.  Have them make tally marks on the chart. 
 
After viewing the cartoon, discuss types and amount of violence they saw. 
 

• Ask Students:  What would happen if this was real life?  Elicit discussion.  
 

Step 11.2: Students Write a Friendly Letter 

 
*CCSS.2.W.1 
 

• Tell Students:  You are going to write a letter to your parents telling them about the 
violence you saw in the cartoon. 
 

Distribute Worksheet 11.2. 
 
Following the friendly letter form, guide students through the letter writing process.  You may 
want to explain the parts of the friendly letter as students work through it.  

 
Have students sign and send home the letter.   
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Violence in Cartoons 
Tally Chart 

 

Watch the cartoon and use tally marks to record how many times you see 

characters doing the following actions. 

 

Action Tally Marks Number 

Hit 

  

Push 

  

Kick 

  

Tease 

  

Bully 

  

 

      Total: _______

WORKSHEET 11.1 
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WORKSHEET 11.2 

 
 
 

 
           

Date____________ 
 
 
 
Dear ___________________, 
 

Today we watched __________________________.  
While we watched the show, we looked for __________ 
_________________.  I was _________________.  We 
found that _________________________________ 
_____________________________________________
_____________.  I plan to think carefully about what I 
watch on TV!  I hope you do to! 
 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
________________  
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