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A si mpl e out l i ne of t he book of Ki ngs mi ght l ook l i ke t hi s:

I . The Uni t ed Ki ngdom 1 Ki ngs 1- i l

I I . I sr ael and Judah 1 Ki ngs 12- - 2 Ki ngs 17

I I I . Judah 2 Ki ngs 18- 25

Some of f er t hi s out l i ne:

I . Sol omon 1 Ki ngs 1- 11

I I . The ear l y Di vi ded Monar chy 1 Ki ngs 1- - l 6: 28

I I I . Al l i ance bet ween I sr ael and Judah 1 Ki ngs 16: 29

2 Ki ngs 9: 37

I V. The End of I sr ael 2 Ki ngs 10- 17

V. The End of Judah 2 Ki ngs 18- 25

At any r at e you can see t he amount of mat er i al cover ed
i s ver y l ar ge and t he ki ngshi ps of each ki ng mi ght be a cour se i n i t sel f .

Heavi l y f eat ur ed ar e t he pr ophet s t hr ough whom God spoke at t hi s t i me. . . not al l

ar e named but t he pr ophet i c act i on i s ver y si gni f i cant . The use of t he l aw i n
bot h ki ngdoms i s al so i nst r uct i ve.

I n t he hi st or y of r edempt i on Ki ngs pr esent s t o God' s peopl e
hi s vi ew of t hei r hi st or y. I t i l l ust r at es t he f ai l ur e of I sr ael t o keep t he

covenant by descr i bi ng t he nat i ons f ai l ur es i n and t hr ough t he per son of t he

ki ng ( who ser ves as t he r epr esent at i ve of t he nat i on) . Ki ngs r el i es heavi l y on

Deut er onomy f or i t s t heol ogi cal i nt er pr et at i on of I sr ael ' s hi st or y and i t s

expr essi on of t hat i nt er pr et at i on ( see Dt . 7, 9, 11; not e especi al l y 11: 22- 24) .

What t hi s book shows most consi st ent l y i s t hat I sr ael and Judah f or sook t he

" way of l i f e" ( t he Lor d) and went af t er f or ei gn gods. Thi s cont i nual f ai l ur e

( t he t r end of t he book i s pessi mi st i c and downhi l l i n spi t e of br i ght spot s,
such as Joshi ah' s r ef or m) onl y emphasi zes I sr ael ' s need f or her t r ue Ki ng who

woul d r ul e i n r i ght eousness and af t er t he manner of Davi d, t he st andar d f or al l

who f ol l owed af t er hi m.

The bui l di ng of t he Templ e by Sol omon i s t he begi nni ng of t he cent r al i zat i on

of wor shi p at Jer usal em. Bef or e t hi s t he peopl e wor shi p at t he hi gh pl aces wi t h

no negat i ve r eper cussi ons ( see 1 Sam. 9: 12- 13 and 1 Ki ngs 3: 2- 4) . Af t er t he

Templ e' s const r uct i on t he pr esence or dest r uct i on of t he hi gh pl aces ser ves as

t he yar dst i ck f or a ki ng' s at t i t ude t owar d God i n t he sout her n ki ngdom. Si mi l ar l y

t he bui l di ng of t he gol den cal ves i ndi cat es Jer oboam' s at t i t ude t owar d God i n

t he nor t her n ki ngdom.

Some i nt er est i ng quest i ons devel op i n Ki ngs When t he l engt h of

t he ki ngs' r ei gns i n t he nor t her n and sout her n ki ngdoms ar e added separ at el y,

t her e i s an appar ent di scr epancy of at l east one gener at i on. How i s t hi s

r econci l ed? What i s t he i nt er r el at i onshi p of t he pr ophet s ( El i j ah, El i sha,

Mi cai ah, et c. , ) t heTempl e, and t he t hr one? Di d God condone t he act i ons of men

l i ke Jehu - 2 Ki ngs 9- 10? What i s t he Book of t he Law f ound i n Josi ah' s day?

How ar e t he pr omi ses t o Davi d ( 2 Sam. 7) r el at ed t o t he f at e of Davi d' s ki ngdom?

Ar echaeol ogy of f er s many poi nt s of conf i r mat i on i n Ki ngs. . i t ems

t hat ar e cor r obor at ed or i l l ust r at ed. The Templ e of Sol omon f ol l ows t he

ar chi t ect ur al and const r uct i on t echni ques of Phoeni ci an t empl es f r om t he same

gener al t i me per i od. Even t he use of pomegr anat es, pal m t r ees, and wheel ed

car t s f or decor at i on ar e si mi l ar t o t he Phoeni ci an t empl es. Sol omon' s i ncome of

666 t al ent s of gol d ( about t wnet y t ons) was once di smi ssed as hyper bol e, but i n


