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The I ndex

Br i ef l y speakl i ng, t he I ndex i s t he i dea of

l i st i ng, or i dent i f yi ng, mat er i al t hat may be

r egar ded as har mf ul t o t he soul and so not t o be

r ead, st udi ed, owned, et c. The f or mat i ve i dea seems

t o come f r om about 1485 and t he banni ng of cer t ai n

t ypes of l i t er at ur e. The most f or cef ul expr essi on of

i t gr ows f r om 1550 ( Ca) and t he pr onouncement s of

Tr ent on t he l i t er ar y out put of t he r ef or mer s. Si nce

1571 i t was a cont i nui ng body at Rome t hat ser ved as

a censor of publ i cat i ons . I t r ecommended and

pr omot ed l i t er at ur e at var i ous l evel s. Mat er i al not

appr oved coul d be r egar ded as veni al si n and

possessi on of banned mat er i al made one subj ect t o

t r i al i n t he chur ch. The " i mpr i mat ur e" et c. , i s a

car r yover t oday of t he I ndex and you wi l l see i f t he

t hi ng has appr oval bef or e you become i nvol ved i n t he

r eadi ng or t he pl ot .

The I ndex was used agai nst Gal i l eo and t hose

who champi oned t he Coper ni can Theor y unt i l 1835. I t

was used agai nst novel i st s as wel l as agai nst

r el i gi ous wr i t er s and paved t he way f or t he l at er

mot i on- pi ct ur e boar ds of t he chur ch. Whi l e i t i s not

so much of a f or ce t oday, i t st i l l cont i nues, t he

enl i ght enment and t he age of r eason deal t i t sever e

bl ows. But t he i dea, apar t f r om t he f or mal Roman

t r appi ngs, of f er s at t r act i ve possi bi l i t i es and you
wi l l occasi onal l y see i t pr act i ced i n Chr i st i an

school s and col l eges as wel l as Bi bl e Conf er ences.

I t has never been par t i cul ar l y ef f ect i ve wher e peopl e
want ed t o t hi nk but si nce many don' t , i t has at t i mes

been a r eal i mpedi ment t o get t i ng out t he message.
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Fr ance

Fr ance That Fr ance di d not become a r ef or ma

t i on count r y was due onl y t o pol i t i cal r epr essi on and

st r ong count er - r ef or mat or y pr act i ces. I t made some

maj or cont r i but i ons t o t he r ef or mat i on and pr ovi ded
some pol i t i cal hel p at t i mes f or pr et est ant s t hat

wer e sal vat i onal . A f ul l er st udy t han t he one we ar e

about t o pr esent i s needed but t he Fr ench Ref or mat i on

er a i s wor t h car ef ul not at i on.

The whol e mat t er i n Fr ance i s cl osel y t i ed t o

t he Fr ench t hr one and t he r i val r y bet ween t he houses

of Gui se and Bour bon. Ther ef or e we summar i ze t he

wor k i n Fr ance f ol l owi ng t he l i nes of t hese ki ngs:


