
sequence woul d begi n, r at her awk

war dl y, wi t h Mi ddl e Br onze I I . Thus

Kenyon ( 1973) and ot her s have r e

f er r ed t o Ai br i ght ' s Mi ddl e Br onze

hA as Mi ddl e Br onze I , and we car r y

t hi s appr oach t o i t s l ogi cal concl u

si on, addi ng Mi ddl e Br onze i i and

Mi ddl e Br onze I I I .

The change i n t er mi nol ogy i s

t hus par t l y a mat t er of newer per cep

t i ons of t he t r ansi t i on bet ween t he

The New
A. r cl Ti aeol ogy

' i Tew ar chaeol ogy i s a t er mcoi ned by sever al Amer i cani st ar chaeol ogi st s

I V i n t he l at e si xt i es and ear l y sevent i es f or a new- and t hen hi ghl y con

t r over si al - appr oach t o New Wor l d ar chaeol ogy . The new ar chaeol ogy di f

f er ed f r omt he ol d l ar gel y i n ar gui ng f or t he subst i t ut i on of an over al l t heo

r et i cal f r amewor k t hat was i n a sense l ess hi st or i cal and mor e ant hr opol ogi cal

Ear l y Br onze and Mi ddl e Br onze and sci ent i f i c

per i ods, as wel l as a means of keep-
The new school cont ended t hat t he t r adi t i onal appr oach, whi ch was

i ng t he syst emof nomencl at ur e basi cal l y concer ned wi t h st udyi ng cul t ur e hi st or y, had pr oven def i ci ent . I t had,

consi st ent and as conveni ent as pos-
been t oo pr eoccupi ed wi t h t he r el at i ve dat i ng, compar i son, and cl assi f i cat i on

of r egi onal ar chaeol ogi cal assembl ages. The pr i nci pal t ool empl oyed was
si bl e. I t must be not ed, however , t hat

usual l y t ypol ogy, t he exhaust i ve cat al ogui ng of ar t i f act t ypes and t hei r di st h-

411 t er mi nol ogi es agr ee on t he essen but i on. The maj or goal was set t i ng up a r el at i ve chr onol ogy of t he devel op-
t i al uni t y and cont i nui t y of t he SV mer i t of t ypes, usual l y wi t h t he assumpt i on t hat char t i ng t he di f f usi on of

er al phases of t he Mi ddl e Br onze ar t i f act s coul d adequat el y account f or cul t ur al cont act and change. But

Age i n Pal est i ne as a hi st or i cal t he t r adi t i onal appr oach, ar gued t he new ar chaeol ogi st s, r emai ned mer el y

and cul t ur al ent i t y, Most I sr ael i descr i pt i ve; because of i t s nar r ow per spect i ve i t l acked t r ue expl anat or y

ar chaeol ogi st s even go so f ar as onl y pot ent i al . The ul t i mat e goal of ar chaeol ogy, i n t he new vi ew, shoul d be a

acknowl edgi ng t wo phases, ar gui ng
sci ence of cul t ur al evol ut i on

t hat t her e i s st i l l an i nsuf f i ci ent The newar chaeol ogy demanded not hi ng l ess t han a r adi cal r et hi nki ng of

st r at i gr aphi c and cer ami c basi s f or
t he f undament al met hods and obj ect i ves of ar chaeol ogy . The debat e, whi ch

subdi vi di ng t he second phase i nt o a
cont i nued i nt o t he ear l y 1980s i n Ai ner i cani st ci r cl es, was mar ked i ni t i al l y by
a bewi l der i ng var i et y of pr oposal s and count er pr oposal s, as wel l as by heat ed

second and t hi r d phase ( Kempi nski pol emi cs. The l eadi ng Amer i can j our nal s and t he pr ogr ams of t he annual

1983) . Amer i can aut hor i t i es, on meet i ngs of pr of essi onal or gani zat i ons l i ke t he Soci et y of Amer i can Ar chae-

t he ot her hand, gener al l y r et ai n ol ogy r ef l ect ed t he t r ends. The pr ol i f er at i ng l i t er at ur e gr adual l y r eveal ed,

Ai br i ght ' s t hr eef ol d di vi si on, basi ng however , despi t e some ext r emi st posi t i ons, a gr owi ng consensus.

t hei r vi ew on t he f i ne- gr ai ned st r at i - Today, t her e i s gener al agr eement t hat t henewar chaeol ogy i s her e t o st ay,

gr aphi c sequence pr oduced by r ecent ar i d t he si gni f i cant t r ends i n t heor y and met hod may now be enumer at ed

excavat i ons, especi al l y t hose con- somewhat as f ol l ows. As we shal l see, sever al of t hese t r ends have had an

duct ed at Shechemand Gezer . i mpact on Ol d Wor l d ar chaeol ogy as wel l .

Ther e i s al so br oad agr eement
An ecol ogi cal appr oach Thi s ent ai l s t he st udy of si t es i n t hei r t ot al en-

on sever al ot her aspect s of t he pen-
vi r onment al , as wel l as hi st or i cal and cul t ur al , set t i ngs. The f undament al

od. Fi r st , t he Mi ddl e Br onze Age
assumpt i on i s t hat _cul t ur e i s par t l y ( t hough, of cour se, not excl usi vel y) an

adapt at i on t o basi c physi cal f act or s, such as geogr aphi cal si t uat i on, cl i mat e

r epr esent s not onl y a per i od of r api d and r ai nf al l , nat ur al r esour ces, possi bi l i t i es f or expl oi t i ng pl ant s and ani mal s ,
r ecover y and r eur bani zat i on af t er access t o nat ur al t r ade r out es, and t he l i ke. One may adopt her e a ver si on of

t he hi at us i n Ear l y Br onze Wbut i s, gal syst ems t heor j a t heor y f i r st devel oped by economi c geogr apher s and

i n f act , t he zeni t h of ur ban devel op cur r ent l y empl oyed i n many of t he nat ur al and soci al sci ences t oday. The

ment i n t he l ong Br onze Ag i n Pal es- f undament al pr i nci pl e of t hi s t heor y i s t hat any syst em, bi ol ogi cal or soci al , i s

t i ne ( about 3400- 1200 B. C. E. ) . Second, t he r esul t of t he compl ex i nt er act i on of many component s, and t he syst em

Pal est i ne was l ess i sol at ed t han ei t her gr ows or decl i nes as a r esul t of t he changi ng bal ance ( homeost asi s) i t i s

had been i n Ear l y Br onze i ndeed, i t abl e t o mai nt ai n. Subsyst ems of a cul t ur e such as agr i cul t ur e and ot her

was so much an i nt egr al par t of Syr i a
economi c st r at egi es or popul at i on gr owt h, wi l l al l pr eser ve evi dence t o some

t hat i t may be pr oper l y r egar ded
ext ent i n t he ar chaeol ogi cal r ecor d and shoul d be i nvest i gat ed as f ul l y as pos-

as si mpl y t he sout her n por t i on of
si bl e. Cent r al pl ace t heor y may al so be empl oyed t o st udy set t l ement pat t er ns,

t he r el at i on of si t es t o each ot her , ur ban- r ur al dynami cs, and t he f unct i on of
" Gr eat er Canaan, " whose exi st ence

mar ket i ng economi cs. 11
.

i s wel l document ed i n t he l i t er ar y Mul t i di sci pl i nar y st r at egi es. The br oader obj ect i ves of t he ecol ogi cal
t ext s of t he t i me, compr i si ng appr ox- appr oach out l i ned above r equi r e t he adopt i on of met hods beyond t he t r adi

i mat el y moder n coast al and sout h- t j onal t ool s of st r at i gr aphy and t ypol ogy. Thus t he newar chaeol ogy pi oneer ed
cent r al Syr i a, Lebanon, Jor dan, t he many i nnovat i ve met hods i n f i el dwor k and anal ysi s, of t en bor r owed Gut '

West Bank, I sr ael , and, pr obabl y, t he ot her di sci pl i nes . Today, al ongsi de t r adi t i onal ski l l ed excavat or s and cer ami c

nor t her n Si nai . Thi r d, t he geogr aph-
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