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Lesson Ten: Some not es on usi ng Hebr ew i n Ser mons and Ser mon Pr epar at i on

Gener al l y speaki ng, t he poi nt of st udyi ng Hebr ew i s t o gi ve one gr eat er

f aci l i t y i n t he under st andi ng of t he t ext of t he Ol d Test ament . The i dea i s

t hat t he message of t r ut h wi l l be cl ear er when one can wor k wi t h i t i n t he

or i gi nal l anguage as opposed t o t he use of mul t i pl i ed t r ansl at i ons r emoved

by cent ur i es f r om t he aut ogr aphs. Ther ef or e t he use of Hebr ew i n ser moni zi ng

i s not t o be abl e t o poi nt out what Hebr ew t er m i s used her e or t her e but t o

gl ean a f r esher appr eci at i on of what t he t ext says and t hen t o communi cat e

t hat t o t he audi ence.

So f i r st of al l , Hebr ew shoul d be used f or one' s dai l y st udy and bet t er

mast er y of t he t ext . Semi nar i ans er r when t hey l ay i t asi de i n t he pr ef er ence

f or mor e r eady- made ser moni c hel ps. Not hi ng wi l l pr oduce bet t er r esul t s over

al l t han t he st udy of t he Scr i pt ur e i n t he or i gi nal l anguages. I t i s not a

pr oduct , however , t hat mat er i al i zes suddenl y f r om t he dust . I t i s t he end of

a pr ocess of st udy t hat i s made par t of t he di sci pl i ned l i f e of t he wor ker .

Consequent l y t he f ol l owi ng i deas, whi l e not mandat ed, ar e i mpor t ant f r om our

poi nt of vi ew.

1. Be a st udent of t he Scr i pt ur e. Do mor e t han j ust st udy f or ser mons.

That i s necessar y, of cour se. But somewher e i n t he act i vi t i es of l i f e t her e

must be r oom f or t he st udy of Scr i pt ur e not f or an i mmedi at e cause but f or

t he ul t i mat e one of knowi ng t he Wor d bet t er . A pr ogr am of syst emat i c st udy
needs t o be adopt ed or cr eat ed and i f one cannot do so on one' s own i ni t i at i ve,

t her e ar e st udy pr ogr ams avai l abl e f or pur chase.

2. Do par t of t he st udy r egul ar l y i n t he or i gi nal l anguages . You may

si mpl y wi sh t o use a devot i onal gui de such as LI GHT ON THE PATH. You may

pr ef er t o do a dai l y st udy of some f avor i t e passage or book on a day by day

basi s. But t he st udy i nvol ves t he r eadi ng, t r ansl at i on, and not e t aki ng on

a passage t hat r ender s i t mor e meani ngf ul t o you. The use of t he or i gi nal

l anguage mat er i al s wi l l make you awar e of t hi ngs you wi l l not see ot her wi se.

But t hi s must necessar i l y be done i n a di sci pl i ned way. . . not wi t h a spi r i t of

r i gi di t y, but wi t h a consi st ent wi l l as much as i s possi bl e.

3. Pl an t o do no pr eachi ng f r om passages wher e you have not consul t ed

or mast er ed t he Hebr ew/ Gr eek, et c. , f or ms. Somet i mes t hi s may pr ove t o be

i mpossi bl e but al l ow i ndi vi dual si t uat i ons t o di ct at e such need, do not ant i

ci pat e or cr eat e t hem i n advance.

4. As a gener al pr i nci pl e, pl an t o show t he f r ui t of your st udy i n t he

gi vi ng of your messages not i n t he pr ocl amat i on of your l ear ni ng. Thi s i s

gener al and somewhat per sonal but I t hi nk i t i s pedant i c t o announce " t he

Hebr ew says" when most of t he audi ence have no assur ance or knowl edge of Hebr ew.

I t hi nk i t i s qui t e r i ght t o announce t hat a par t i cul ar wor k or phr ase or

cont ext may have t hi s or t hat meani ng by st at ement or i mpl i cat i on as you

devel op t he message. I f t her e ar e i nt er est ed par t i es who want t o see how t he

or i gi nal wor ks t hese t hi ngs out you can di scuss t hat on a mor e i nt i mat e and

t hor ough l evel l at er . But as a gui di ng pr i nci pl e, al l ow your st udy t o enr i ch

your under st andi ng and show t hi s enr i chment i n t he devel opment of your bi bl i cal

pr esent at i on, not i n t he demonst r at i on of f or mal st udy.

5. You may, of cour se, have a speci al i zed audi ence at t i mes. . . mor e l i kel y


