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Solar Energy Charity
Helping Relieve Poverty Though The
Provision of Solar Energy. Join Us!
www.Solar -Aid.org

Support Cyclone Victims
in Myanmar (Burma). Donate here to assist
disaster relief efforts.
www.google.com/myanmarcyclone
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How  4  candidates stand on redevelopm ent ,  arts center,
annexat ion

  (15  reads)

By  Debbie Carson,  Staff  Writer

TEMPLE TERRACE — Four candidates running  for  two open seats
on the Tem ple Terrace City  Council faced  several  quest ions
regarding the fate of  the city’s downtown redevelopm ent  project ,
its related  arts center,  and  even annexat ion.

Those candidates are incum bent  Ron  Govin, Mary  Jane Neale,
Ted  Grevencam p  and  David  Penoyer. Govin  is up  for  re- elect ion
while  current  councilm an  Frank Chillura has reached the end  of
his term  lim its.

Mary  Jane  Neale,  an 18 - year  com m unity  volunteer,  told the
audience that  she’s a  “ totally  different  kind of  candidate.”  She’s
never  sought  an elected  office before and  has served  on several
boards only  at  the appointm ent  of  others.

Ron  Govin  has served  four  years on the City  Council and  the
last  couple  years as the council’s  point  m an during discussions
with  Ram / Pinnacle,  the m ost  recent  developer  team  to  walk  away
from  the downtown project .

“ I ’ve  worked as hard  as I  can  for  this city,”  Govin  said.

Ted Grevencam p,  an Arm y  veteran  and  m em ber  of  various
com m unity  groups,  said  that  he would “stand in your  stead”  if
elected  to  council.

“You need to  have a decision m aker,”  he said,  adding that  he is
good at  problem  solving  and  m aking  decisions.

David  Penoyer  is an engineer  by  t rade who has a vision for  the
city  that  goes beyond  lower  taxes,  bet ter  services and  downtown
redevelopm ent .  

“ I  encourage you to  ask  m e quest ions,”  he said.

W here they stand on Dow ntow n  Redevelopm ent
David  Penoyer:  “There are very  few  opt ions,”  he said.  “We
need to  m ove forward  with  som ething  that ’s going  to  give  us a
sense of  place.”  He added that  the city  would not  sell the
property  out  to  Wal- Mart  or  Lowe’s.  “We’d  take a bath  on the
price and  that  would be irresponsible to  the taxpayers.”

Ted Grevencam p: “ I  don’t  know because we don’t  actually  have
a plan,”  he said,  adding that  the city  needs to  back  off  and  look
at  the situat ion.  He also  said  that  the residents of  Tem ple
Terrace need to  be brought  back  into the process.  “We cannot
sim ply  shove forward.”

Ron  Govin:  Govin  said  he disagreed with  Grevencam p’s
assessm ent ,  not ing that  40  percent  of  the project  is done. “We
do have a plan,”  he said.  “We have worked diligent ly.”  He added,
“We’ve got  to  go forward  and  we need to  do it  as quickly  as
possible to  be econom ically  feasible  for  the city.”

Mary  Jane  Neale:  “ I  think  we had  a plan in the beginning,”  she
said.  “ I  think  we need to  go back  to  the or iginal plan and  we
need to  go back  to  the or iginal vision.”

W here they stand on being  in  the “real  estate  business”
Candidates were asked  how they  would get  Tem ple Terrace out
of  the real estate business.

Ted Grevencam p: He said  that  the only  way  Tem ple Terrace
could get  out  of  the business would be to  sell the land and  take a
loss.  He added that  som e residents he has spoken to  while  out
cam paigning have m ade that  very  suggest ion.  “ I  wouldn’t  sell it
now.  We have to  do bet ter  than  that .”

David  Penoyer:  “We certainly  don’t  want  to  be developers.”  He
said  that  the city  needs to  have a planner - dr iven process for  the
downtown redevelopm ent  project  instead of  a  developer - dr iven
process so the city  can  cont rol what  happens there.
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Mary  Jane  Neale:  “We are in the real estate business and  we
need to  solve  that  problem  reasonably  and  with  a  plan.”

Ron  Govin:  “The city  has always been  in the real estate
business and  will always been  in the real estate business because
we have to  buy  and  we have to  m onitor and  we have to  grow”  to
m ake sure the city  can  provide the services that  the residents
dem and. “We’re  only  providing  what  is dem anding.”  As for  the
redevelopm ent  project ,  he said  that  the city  needs to  have the
right  developer  and  the funding  in place.  “We were close and
we’ll be closer  soon.”

W here they stand on the Com m unity Arts and Educat ion
Center
Mary  Jane  Neale:  She said  that  she supports having  an arts
center because it  would enrich  the lives of  the cit izens.  As far  as
being able  to  build  and  fund the center,  Neale added,  “ I  can’t  tell
you how we’re going  to  afford it  unt il  I  know what  we’re buying.”
She said  the city  needs a plan for  it  and  that  the center could
pay for  itself.

David  Penoyer:  He said  that  he was surprised by  the
com m unity’s support  for  the arts center and  he also  supports it .
He added that  the city  should t ry to  create a public- pr ivate
partnership  for  the center,  not ing that  “ I  don’t  think  we need to
go out  there on a lim b by  ourselves.”  Penoyer  also  said  that  the
center should be a green building.

Ted Grevencam p: He said  that  the center is a  good concept  but
that  the city  shouldn’t  assum e that  it  would build  it .  He also  said
that  he wouldn’t  support  the center if  it  can’t  pay for  itself.  “Our
budget  today can’t  handle the library  for  heaven’s sake,  can’t  put
books on the shelf.”

Ron  Govin:  He said  he supports the center,  not ing that  the city
could then  celebrate arts and  culture m uch  as it  does athlet ics.
He added that  the center would give  the city  a  place to  hold
events.  “We have no building in Tem ple Terrace to  accom m odate
you,”  he said  of  the reason for  holding  the forum  at  the church.

W here they stand on annexat ion
Ron  Govin:  “ I f  we want  to  cont rol what ’s on our edges and
protect  our city,  som et im es we have to  annex”  to  put  perim eter
areas under the city’s rules.  He added that  the city’s policy  has
been  that  annexat ion be approved  only  if  it  can  pay for  itself.

Ted Grevencam p: He said  he’s gone out  and  talked to  residents
about  annexat ion and  what  it ’s done for  them .  “So far  all I ’ve
got ten is blank  looks.”  He said  the city  needs to  do bet ter  at
integrat ing the annexed  areas.  “We have two Tem ple Terraces
today.”

David  Penoyer:  He said  he agreed m ost ly  with  Govin, that
annexat ion is fine to  protect  and  cont rol the city’s borders and
that  he would support  it  so long as the police and  fire
departm ents agree on it .

Mary  Jane  Neale:  “We need to  think  about  it ,”  she said,  before
deciding  whether  or  not  to  annex.  She added that  the city  needs
to  be m indful  of  what  it  is annexing  and  how services would be
provided to  those  residents.

Learn  m ore about  the candidates
I n  the com ing weeks, The Beacon will be profiling  each  of  the
four  candidates in their  own words.  Be sure to  keep an eye out
for  the profiles.
- - Ron  Govin:  ron@m m stam p.com
- - Ted Grevencam p: reed.m o@hotm ail.com ;  (813)  899- 0837.
- - Mary  Jane  Neale:
www.MaryJaneNeale.googlepages.com / hom e;
tpaneale@gm ail.com ;  (813)  985- 8394.
- - David  Penoyer:  www.DavePenoyer.com ;  (813)  980- 2033.
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