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Coolweatherisapprmaching and portable heatsourceson the jobsite willbecome
common. The National Fire Protection Association reportsthat heating devices are the
leading cause of fires during December, January and February. Properuse of portable
heatersisessentialin orderto provide a safe and healthy work environme nt.

The following isa list of some ofthe basic guidelnesforsafe usage of portable heaters:

e Many heatersare notsuitable foruse on wood floorsorothercombustible
surffaces. Consult the manufacturersrecommendationsforguidance.

e Portable heatersshould be kept a minimum of 10 feetaway from combustble
materalsatalltimes(papers, curtains, fuelsources, etc.).

e When placing a portable heater,alwaysbe sure thatitisleveland stable in
orderto prevent displacementortipping. Remember, wind canbe a factorin
stability.

e Iisbestnotto use anextensioncord forelectric-powered portable heaters.
However,ifnecessary, be sure to use heavy-duty cordsthat are identified as
approprate forthe wattage ofthe heater. An ordinary home-type extension
cord maynotbe adequate.

e When using a portable heaterthatoperateson a themmostatic controlor
mtemittent operation, a waming labelnoting thatthe unit may start at any
time should be visible.

There are a varety of portable heatersavaiable, depending on yourpurpose. Always
be sure to consult the manufacturersrecommendationsto find the right fit foryour
needs. Below isa listof some ofthe common typesofportable heatersfound on
jobsites, and some ofthe basic rulesofsafety to follow when using them.

Liquid Fuel Natural Gas, Liquid Petroleum (IP) Gas Heaters

e lLiquid fuel, naturalgasand IPgasheatersshould onlybe operated by qualified
persons who are familiarwith the manufac ture ¥ s mstruc tions foruse.

e Hosesand fittings should be checked priorto using to ensure thatthey have the
approprate capacity and pressure ratingsbased on the manufacturers
recommendations. lnspectthem regulady fordamage and deterioration as
well

e During fueling, and wutinely, allfuellinesand connections should be inspected
forleaks. Fa leakisdetected, do notuse the unit, connection orfuellne until
repaired according to the manufacturersrecommendation.

e When in use, these heatersshould be checked atleastonce pershiftby
qualified personnelto be sure thatthey are working propeudy.

e Heatersshould be tumed offand the pilot light e xtinguished priorto relocating.

e Before heatersare disconnected, the fuelsupply should be tumed offat the
source priorto extinguishing the flame so thatit purgesthe fuelsupply line.

e Neveruse a “slip-end” connectorwith these typesofdevices.

e Iusing a flexible fuelsupply line, be sure to use the shortestlength thatis
practicaland neverexceed 25 feet.

e Thke care to prevent fuelsupply lnes from coming into contact with hot
surfaces (above 125°).

e IPgasheatersshould be equipped with an approved regulatorin the supply
line between the fuelcylinderand the he aterunit.

e Allquid fuel naturalgasand IPgasheatersshould be equipped with a flame-
lossdevice to stop the flow of fuelif the flame is e xtinguished.

e No more thanone day ssupply ofheaterfuelshould be stored inside a building
in the vicinity of the heater.
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e Bulkfuelstorage should be outside ofthe building where the heaterisbeing used. Storage should notbe
within 10 feetoffloorpenetrationsused forverticalaccessunlessseparated from the penetration by full-
height masonry walls.

o Alfuelstorage should be located a minimum of25 feet from heaters, torches, welding equipment and
similarsources of ignition.

e IPgascylindersshould neverbe filled inside a building orstruc ture. Likewise, empty cylinders should be
stored outofdoors.

kisimportantto practice special precautions when utilizing the se heating devices. Alwaysfollow the manufacturers
wamings, and practice common sense. When purchasing a heater,considerone with added safety features. Most
newermodelshave been manufactured with safety in mind.

Referto OSHA 29CFR 1926.154 forregulationson temporary heaters.

Portable heaterscan provide instant wammth butcan also be dangemusifnotused propedy. Keep these tipsin mind
when working around temporary heating devices. The life you save may be yourown.
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