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THE THIRD COHORT OF STAR TRAINING
CERTIFICATION KICKED OFF THIS FALL

The National STAR Training Network (NSTN) launched the third cohort
of STAR trainer certification this fall. Cohort 3 included trainers from
Connecticut, Florida, Massachusetts, New York, and North Carolina.
The Training of Trainers (TOT) event was held on November 2-4, 2010
in San Antonio, Texas. The network of STAR state trainers is growing
strong with approximately 30 individuals having passed certification!
This Network of trainers leads the implementation and dissemination
of evidence-based reading instruction in 18 states. Congratulations to
all of the certification candidates and trainers!

STAR IMPLEMENTERS CAN NOW
CONNECT ON FACEBOOK

Attention STAR Implementers! Join our STAR Network Group on Face-
book. The NSTN is very excited to launch this networking resource as
a tool for the STAR community to distribute, communicate, and share
information online. This virtual community will allow practitioners from
across the country to discuss and share STAR stories and best practic-
es. State trainers and trainer candidates may visit the page frequently
for the latest STAR updates, to post training questions to their STAR
colleagues, and engage in discussions with seasoned trainers.

If you currently have a Facebook profile, please become a fan of our

Facebook page by clicking on the “like” button at the top of the page.
If you do not have a Facebook account, click here to create a profile
then visit our Facebook page and click on the like button at the top of
the page.

SHINING STARS

Using a Statewide Newsletter to Disseminate
STAR Information: Wisconsin's STAR Forward

Partner states have inquired about ways to keep
people connected to STAR within their state. A regular newsletter is a
cost effective way to do so. For example, Wisconsin’s state leadership
disseminates the STAR Forward, a seasonal update of news about
the state’s STAR initiative. The newsletter announces meetings and
STAR training dates, information for their state trainers and training
candidates, and a “what’s next” section to share what is coming down
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OVAE UPDATE

The National Institute for
Literacy (NIFL) closed op-
erations on September 30,
2010. All of the information and functions of
the NIFL Web site are now available under
the Literacy Information and Communica-
tion System (LINCS). LINCS is a national
dissemination and professional develop-
ment system, providing information on
literacy research, practice, and resources.

The newly launched LINCS site http://
lincs.ed.gov/ offers NIFL publications in
a downloadable PDF format, as well as
archives of all NIFL webcasts, basic skills/
literacy items, and discussion lists.

Register with your email address at “Stay
Informed” on the LINCS homepage and re-
ceive information about upcoming face-to-
face and online professional development
opportunities; links to the monthly Resource
Collections Newsletters, and other items of
interest to the adult education and literacy
community.

WE WANT TO
HEAR FROM
YOU!

If you have a STAR story
or a success to share in the next newsletter
please send an email to projectstar@dtihg.com
with the subject “Newsletter”.




Shining STARs, continued...

the pike for STAR. A useful segment in their recently distributed fall
newsletter was “Tool Kit Tune-Up” where they reminded readers to
update their Tool Kit account information and take the opportunity to
revisit it as a “flash back” to their STAR training. Getting STAR partici-
pants to utilize the Tool Kit as frequently as possible is a good practice
for supporting regular use of evidence-based reading instruction.

If you're interested in starting a STAR newsletter in your state or
program, here are a few tips for creating an effective newsletter:

» Consistency in dissemination. Make sure you have a dissemination
schedule that you can stick to; this way recipients know when the
newsletter is being issued and will think of it as an ongoing resource;

* Quality content. In addition to having housekeeping items in your
newsletter, like events to watch out for or important dates, make
sure to have at least one content-based article on EBRI, best
practices in your state, or teaching/training resources available;

+ Keep your contact list up to date. Make sure your mailing list is clean
(no duplicates), have a sign up or removal process for recipients,
and

» Get the word out! Talk about your newsletter so your STAR commu-
nity knows that it is an available resource. Announce your newsletter
at meetings, have sign-up sheets at events, and cross promote it as
much as possible. Your goal is to have your whole adult education
community connected to STAR!

OPENING THE TOOL KIT

A Resource for STAR Trainers and
Trainer Candidates

The STAR Web Site contains a Tool Kit that offers
STAR partners a variety of tools and resources for lesson plan-
ning, instruction, diagnostic assessment, and more, to support the
implementation of evidence-based reading instruction. Among the
resources provided in the Tool Kit are two reports that set the founda-
tion for evidence-based reading instruction in adult basic education.
The first report, Research-Based Principles for Adult Basic Educa-
tion Reading Instruction, summarizes research studies on reading,
and the second report, Applying Research in Reading Instruction
for Adults: First Steps for Teachers, outlines the expert consensus
on the implications of this research for adult instruction. STAR state
leaders, program administrators, and trainers are encouraged to utilize
the resources offered throughout the STAR Web site and Tool Kit to
implement practices that have been shown to be successful in improv-
ing reading achievement in adult learners.

UPCOMING
LITERACY
EVENTS
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Annual National Reading Conference

December 1 — 4, 2010
Fort Worth, TX

34th Southwest International Reading
Association (IRA) Regional Conference
February 10 — 12, 2011

Albuquerque, NM

Illinois Adult and Continuing Educators
Association (IACEA) Conference: Facing
the Future: The Changing Faces of Adult
Education

March 9 — 1, 2011
Springfield, IL

American Association for Applied
Linguistics Conference

March 26 — 29, 2011

Chicago, IL

American Educational Research
Association Annual Meeting: Inciting
the Social imagination: Education
Research for the Public Good

April 8 — 12, 2011

New Orleans, LA

Commission on Adult Basic Education
(COABE) Annual Conference: Literacy
to Work: Adult Education in a Global

Economy

April 17 = 21, 2011

San Francisco, CA
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