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UNIT 6 GRAMMAR REFERENCE EXERCISES 

1 Complete the sentences with the verb in brackets. Use the Past Simple.     

> Grammar Reference (GR) 6.1 

1 I stopped playing football at 5 p.m. (stop) 

2 She _________ in a café last summer. (work) 

3 You _______________ John last week. (not see) 

4 ______ he _________ to university? (go) 

5 Sarah _________ in New York in 2002. (live) 

6 When ______ they _________ ? (arrive) 

7 Peter _________ to travel round Europe. (decide) 

8 Luke _________ two dogs and a cat. (have) 

9 When ______ the film _________ ? (finish) 

10 They _______________ the film. (not watch) 

2 Write short answers that are true for you.    > GR 6.2 

1 Did you watch TV last night? _____________________________________________ 

2 Did you and your friends go out last weekend? _______________________________ 

3 Did your father teach you to ride a bike? ____________________________________ 

4 Did your parents read to you when you were a child? __________________________ 

3 Write the Past Simple of the verbs.    > GR 6.2 

1 walk walked 6 write _________ 

3 see _________ 8 run _________ 

4 eat _________ 9 sing _________ 

5 become _________ 10 hear _________ 

4 Put the time expressions in the correct column.    > GR 6.4 

morning   night   afternoon   year   evening   week 

last yesterday 

____________ morning 

____________ ____________ 

____________ ____________ 

5 Number the times in chronological order, 1–6. (1 is the nearest time).     

> GR 6.4 

__ yesterday morning 

__ last year 

__ last week 

__ yesterday afternoon 

 1  last night 

 

 

 

  



Unit 6 Test 

1 Correct the mistakes. 

1 Did she had a happy childhood?   have  

2 We didn’t had much money. 
3 At 17 he maked his first million. 

4 I could sang before I could talk. 

5 Ben couldn’t read and wrote. 
6 Oprah goed to work on a TV talk show. 

 

1 point for each correct answer  5 

2 Complete the sentences with Past Simple form of the verbs in brackets. 

1 My mother       studied       (study) Business at university. 

2 When                          (are) your grandparents born? 

3 Oprah’s parents                          (be) very poor. 

4 I                          (not start) school when I was five. 

5 My brother                          (catch) the train this morning. 

6 Why                          you                          (want) a new computer? 

7 Who                          he                          (interview) last week? 

8 Where                          Michael Phelps                          eight gold medals? (win) 

 

1 point for each correct answer  7 

3 Write Past Simple questions. 

1 what / be / your favourite food in your childhood? 

  What was your favourite food in your childhood?  

2 what / watch / on TV last week? 

                                                                                   

3 where / meet / your best friend? 

                                                                                   

4 what / you / have / for lunch last night? 

                                                                                   

5 when / you / last / have a holiday? 

                                                                                   

6 when / you / last / send an email? 

                                                                                   

 

1 point for each correct question  5 

4 Answer the questions in 3. Write sentences. 

1  My favourite food was sticky toffee pudding.   

2                                                                            

3                                                                            

4                                                                            

5                                                                            

6                                                                            

 

1 point for each correct answer  5 



5 Complete the text with the Past Simple form of the verbs in the box. 

earn   have   want   be   write   marry 

become   go   leave   start (x2) 

Bill Gates (1)   was   born in Seattle, Washington USA. Gates (2)            his first computer software programme at 

school – a computer game.  

In 1970, at the age of 15, Bill Gates and his school friend Paul developed a computer programme called ‘Traf-o-

Data’, that (3)            them $20,000. But Gates’ parents (4)            him to finish school and become a lawyer. So 

Gates (5)            to Harvard University. But he (6)            after only one year. Then he (7)            a new company 

with Paul in 1975. They called this company Microsoft. Gates (8)            one of the richest men in the world. 

Gates met Melinda French in 1987. They (9)            in 1994 in Hawaii and (10)            three children. They also 

(11)            the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation in 1994, giving billions of dollars for health and education 

projects all over the world. 

 

2 points for each correct answer  20 

6 Read and answer the questions. 

 

The King of Pop 
Michael Jackson was born on 29 August 1958 in Indiana, USA. He was the eighth child in a family of ten 

children – he had three sisters and six brothers. He had a difficult relationship with his father. His brothers 

played in a band called The Jackson Five. Jackson was a musical prodigy and soon became the star of The 

Jackson Five. He was a fantastic singer and dancer. 

In the 1980s Jackson left the band and began singing on his own. He was very successful and sold millions 

of records. But he had a lot of problems too. People were worried about his behaviour, and he needed a lot of 

help from doctors. In 1988 he built a house called Neverland which cost $17 million – he closed the house in 

2006 because he didn’t have enough money to keep it. 

Jackson married twice and had three children – two with his second wife, Debbie Rowe. He called them 

Michael Joseph Jr (Prince), Paris-Michael, and Prince Michael II (Blanket). The world-famous King of Pop died 

in 2009 at the age of 50.  President Obama sent Jackson’s family a letter saying Michael Jackson was a great 
musician. 

 

1 Where was Michael Jackson born?  In Indiana, the USA.  

2 How many children were born before him?                                     

3 Who did he play in a band with?                                     

4 Was he a good musician?                                     

5 Why were people worried about him?                                     

6 How many wives did he have?                                     

7 How old was he when he died?                                     

8 Was Jackson only popular in the USA?                                     

9 Who did President Obama write to?                                     

 

2 points for each correct answer  16 
  



7 Underline the correct word. 

1 My week was tiring / tired. 

2 I’m annoying / annoyed because I can’t find my handbag. 
3 Our lessons were really interested / interesting this week! 

4 She’s boring / bored because the film is too long. 

5 I’m very exciting / excited because it’s my birthday tomorrow.  
6 That news story is very worried / worrying. 

 

1 point for each correct answer  5 

8 Make notes about a famous person from your country. 

• Name  • Early life 

• Born in • What they did 

• Family 

 Write a paragraph about the person. Write 60–80 words. 
 

 … was born in …                                                                

                                                                                             

                                                                                             

                                                                                             

                                                                                             

                                                                                             

 

20 points divided between accuracy and content  20 

9 Complete the table. 

 We write: We say: 

1 12/5/2010 the twelfth of May, two thousand and ten 

2  the second of September, nineteen oh seven 

3 21/12/2001 

4 3/4/1984 

5  the fourteenth of July, seventeen eighty nine 

6 31/1/1800 

 

1 point for each correct answer  5 

10 Write the Past Simple verbs in the chart. 

exported   finished   asked   interviewed    

moved   opened   started   talked   watched 

 

/t/ /d/ /Id/ 

finished moved started 

 

 

 

 

 

1 point for each correct answer  6 



11 Translate the sentences into your own language. 

1 I sent an email just before this lesson. 

                                                                                        

2 We got up early yesterday. 

                                                                                        

3 My grandfather was born on the 4th of July. 

                                                                                        

4 Entrepreneurs can earn millions of dollars. 

                                                                                        

5 When did you last go to the cinema? 

                                                                                        

6 Did she have a happy childhood? 

                                                                                        

 

1 point for each correct answer  6 
 

Total  100 

 

 

  



MARMOTS – PROGRESS TEST (UNITS 1-6) 
 

Exercise 1  Personal information 
Surname Clarke 

First name Karen 

Country Britain 

Age 28 

Address 33 East St, Brighton 

Job Teacher 

Place of work Language school in Oxford 

Married? No 

Free time Sailing 
 

Read the information about Karen Clarke. Write the questions. 

1   What’s her first name?                                          

 Her first name’s Karen. 
2                                                                                  

 Her surname is Clarke. 

3                                                                                  

 She’s from Britain. 
4                                                                                  

 She’s 28. 
5                                                                                  

 33 East St, Brighton. 

6                                                                                  

 She’s a teacher. 
7                                                                                  

 In a language school in Brighton. 

8                                                                                  

 No, she isn’t. She’s single. 
9                                                                                  

 She goes sailing. 

1 point for each correct answer  8 

Exercise 2  Word order 

Put the words in the correct order. 

1 you   from   are   Where? 

   Where are you from                                               

2 do   at   What   weekends   you   do? 

                                                                                  

3 violin   You   well   the   play   can   really 

                                                                                  

4 nice   a   wall   There   picture   is   the   on 

                                                                                  

5 Coke   please   I   a   Can   have? 

                                                                                  

6 children   How   they   do   have   many? 

                                                                                  

7 up   yesterday   We   got   late   morning 

                                                                                  

  



8 holiday   go   We   August   never   on   in 

                                                                                  

9 Sue and Dave   going   the   cinema   like   to 

                                                                                  

 

1 point for each correct answer  8 

Exercise 3  Present Simple 

Complete the text with the correct form of the verb in brackets. 

I (1)   have   (have) two brothers, Andy and Nick. Andy (2)              (be) a pilot and Nick (3)              (work) in an 

office. Nick and I (4)              (live) in London and we sometimes (5)              (have) dinner together at weekends. 

We (6)              (not see) Andy very often because he (7)              (travel) all the time. Nick (8)              (not like) 

flying so he never (9)              (go) by plane. I’m a student and so I (10)              (not have) a lot of money for 

holidays. It’s strange – there are two brothers who never (11)              (go) abroad and one who is never at home! 

 

1 point for each correct answer  10 

Exercise 4  some, any, a, or an 

Complete the sentences with some, any, a, or an. 

1 There are  some  flowers in the garden. 

2 There are            magazines on the coffee table. 

3 Can I have            espresso, please? 

4 Are there            pictures in your living room? 

5 There aren’t            good restaurants in our town. 

6 There’s            newsagent’s next to my flat. 
7 Jack has            DVDs in his living room. 

8 Are there            Spanish students in your class? 

9 There’s            armchair in my bedroom. 

10 There aren’t            photographs in my living room. 

11 There are            bookshelves in the dining room. 

 

1 point for each correct answer  10 

Exercise 5  can/can’t 
Read the information, then complete the sentences with can or can’t and a verb. 

 swim play tennis speak German speak Italian 

Sylvia  X  
Linda   X 
Marianne X X  

 

1 Linda can swim and she   can   play tennis. 

2 Sylvia can swim, but she                            . 

3 Marianne                            and she                            . 

4 Linda                            , but Sylvia and Marianne can. 

5 Everybody                            . 

6 Only Linda                            . 

7 Sylvia and Linda                            , but Marianne can’t. 
 

1 point for each correct answer  6 



Exercise 6  do, was, and did 

Complete the sentences with a verb from the box. 

do/don’t   does/doesn’t   was/wasn’t    
were/weren’t   did/didn’t 

 

1 How   do   you travel to work every day? 

2 Where              you yesterday? I              see you at school. 

3 What              you do last weekend? 

4 I              like fast food. It’s horrible. 

5              James have two jobs? 

6 Ben              like driving. He always walks to work. 

7              Emily at your party last week? No, she              . 

8 There               any good films at the cinema last month. 

 

1 point for each correct answer  9 

Exercise 7  Past Simple 

Write the Past Simple of these verbs. 

Regular  Irregular 

1 like   liked   6 have              

2 study              7 become              

3 talk              8 sing              

4 decide              9 sell              

5 start               10 make              

 

1 point for each correct answer  9 

Exercise 8  Past Simple and Present Simple 

Complete the text with the correct form of the verb in brackets: the Past Simple or the Present 

Simple. 

My friend Jack (1)     is     (be) 40. He (2)              (leave) Britain when he was 20 and (3)              (go) to Italy. He 

(4)              (work) in Naples for ten years, then he (5)              (move) to Rome. There he (6)              (meet) 

Antonella. They (7)              (get) married in 1982 and now they (8)              (live) in Florence. Jack 

(9)              (teach) English in a language school. And what (10)              (do) Antonella do? She (11)              (sell) 

computer software. 

 

1 point for each correct answer  10 

Exercise 9  Choose the correct sentence 

Tick () the correct sentence. 

1 a Can you swim?     

 b Can you to swim?        
 

2 a My brothers name is Jack.        

 b My brother’s name is Jack.        
 

3 a Are there any Japanese students in your class?        

 b Are there some Japanese students in your class?        
 

4 a There isn’t any shops near here.        

 b There aren’t any shops near here.        
 

5 a Can I have a ice cream, please?        



 b Can I have an ice cream, please?        
 

6 a Look at that lovely house over there.        

 b Look at this lovely house over there.        
 

7 a This photos of your holiday are great.        

 b These photos of your holiday are great.        
 

8 a You can play very well the piano.        

 b You can play the piano very well.        
 

9 a Why aren’t you interested in classical music?        

 b Why aren’t you interesting in classical music?        
 

1 point for each correct answer  8 

Exercise 10  Which one is different? 

Underline the different word. 

1 my   we   his   your 

2 third   five   twentieth   first 

3 sister   grandmother   brother   aunt 

4 shower   cooker   washing machine   fridge 

5 pilot   model   architect   teach 

6 father   sister   mother   man 

7 flat   bathroom   kitchen   living room 

8 garden   post office   chemist’s   bookshop 

 

1 point for each correct answer  7 

Exercise 11  Adjectives 

Match the opposites. 
small 
horrible 

difficult 

expensive 
hot 

slow 

boring 

rich 
young 

cheap 
interesting 

big 

old 
easy 

fast 

nice 

poor 
cold 

 

1 point for each correct answer  8 

Exercise 12  Words that go together 

Match a verb in A with words in B. 

A 

drive 

play 

go 
send 

live 

cook 

speak 
try on 

B 

the guitar 

three languages 

dinner 
a car 

running 

these jeans 

a text message 
on the third floor 

 

1 point for each correct answer  10 
 

Total  100 

 

 


