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Pre-Level 1 Lesson Features

Pre-Level 1—Sounds Sensible®

Phonological Awareness and Beginning Phonics

S.P.I.R.E.® Pre-Level 1–Sounds Sensible® develops phonological awareness, early phonics, 

oral language, and handwriting skills in preparation for entry into S.P.I.R.E. Level 1.

Sounds Sensible lessons are structured in a 5-step format: teachers design a lesson 

by selecting 1 activity for each step, moving students from simple to complex skills  

(see box below for complete list). 

Pre-Level 1 (Sounds Sensible)

3 days/week

45 minutes/day

6–8 months total to complete

For the sample lesson on pages 5–11 the underlined activities were chosen:

Step 1: Listening
Word Comparison

Read Aloud

Step 2: Rhyming
Intro. to Rhyme

Matching Rhymes

Rhyme Providing

Rhyme Categorization

Onset & Rime

Step 3: Segmentation
Sentence Segmentation

Compound Word 

Segmentation

Compound Word Deletion

Syllable Segmentation

Syllable Deletion

Phoneme Segmentation

Phoneme Segmentation 

with Words

Word Segmentation  

with Deletions

Step 4: Phoneme 

Grapheme-Relationsips

Introducing Letter d

Step 5: Dictation

Letter d
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Pre-Level 1 Lesson

Pre-Level 1
Sounds Sensible

Steps 1 & 2
Teacher’s Guide, Pre-Level 1
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See page 10

Steps 2 & 3
Teacher’s Guide, Pre-Level 1

Pre-Level 1
Sounds Sensible
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Steps 3 & 4
Teacher’s Guide, Pre-Level 1

Pre-Level 1
Sounds Sensible
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See 
page 11

Pre-Level 1
Sounds Sensible

Step 4
Teacher’s Guide, Pre-Level 1
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Pre-Level 1
Sounds Sensible

Steps 4 & 5
Teacher’s Guide, Pre-Level 1
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Used in Step 3

Phoneme Segmentation Sheet

Students use this reproducible version of 
the teacher’s Phoneme Segmentation Chart 
during phonemic awareness activities.

Sounds Sensible Blackline Master

Pre-Level 1
Sounds Sensible
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Used in Step 4

Key Word Cards

Key Word Cards show a word and 
picture that exemplify a phonogram or 
concept to assist students in learning.

Sound Sensible Blackline Master

Pre-Level 1
Sounds Sensible


