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Turkey:  The Hum an Rights Associat ion  ( I HD) ,  including its aim s,  object ives and  its

leaders;  whether  the I HD is associated with  the People's Dem ocracy Party  (HADEP)

and  the Dem ocrat ic People's Party  (DEHAP) ;  the t reatm ent  of  I HD m em bers and

workers;  the status of  I HD branches, including which,  if  any,  have been closed down;

ways by which  I HD m em bers are ident ified  (January  2001  -  October  2004)

Research Directorate,  I m m igrat ion and  Refugee Board, Ot tawa

General I nform at ion  on  the  Hum an Rights Associat ion ( I HD)  and  I ts Leaders

The Hum an Rights Associat ion  ( I HD) ,  headquartered in Ankara (FI DH July

2003, 21) ,  was established on  17 July  1986  to  "carry  out  efforts in the field of

hum an  r ights and  libert ies"  ( I HD n.d. ;  see also  Turkish Daily  News 18  July  2001) .

The Associat ion  has been described as "Turkey's largest  independent  hum an  r ights

organizat ion"  (AI  12 Feb.  2004)  and  its m ain  act ivit ies are:

...  to  collect  and  verify  inform at ion  on  hum an  r ights violat ions. I t  publishes

m onthly  reports and  press releases on  arrests,  torture, disappearances in custody,

violat ions of  freedom  of  expression  and  so on. The I HD also  organizes courses for

teachers and  lawyers which  cover,  inter  alia,  procedure for  the r ight  of  individual

pet it ion  (Council  of  the European Union  15 Apr .  2002, 69) .

Am nesty  I nternat ional  stated that  the associat ion  has been "outspoken in its

condem nat ion  of  hum an  r ights violat ions and  abuses [ com m it ted]  by both  the

governm ent  and  arm ed opposit ion  groups"  (12  Feb.  2004) .

The president  of  the associat ion  is Husnu  Ondul  (AFP 26 Feb.  2004;  ibid.  18

Jan.  2002;  Count ry  Reports 2003  25  Feb.  2004, Sec.  4;  Anatolia 24 Jan.  2003;

ibid.  29 May  2001;  Turkish Probe  28  July  2002;  AP 23 Aug .  2001;  Turkish Daily

News 18  July  2001)  and  as at  early  2003, Reyhan Yalcindag was the vice-president

of  the I HD (FI DH July  2003, 21) .  I n July  2003, Feray  Salm an was the General

Secretary of  the I HD, but  is no  longer  holding that  posit ion  (AI  12 Feb.  2004) .

As at  February  2004, the chairm an of  the Bingol  branch of  the I HD was

Ridvan Kizgin  ( ibid.;  Ozgur Polit ika 5  July  2003;  Anatolia 1  Dec.  2001;  Count ry

Reports 2003  25  Feb.  2004, Sec.  4) ,  while the chairm an of  the Mus branch was

Sevim  Yetkiner  ( ibid.;  AI  12 Feb.  2004;  ibid.  17 July  2003;  FI DH July  2003, 22) .

Am nesty  I nternat ional  also  ident ified  Baki Celebi as an  execut ive com m it tee

m em ber  of  the Mus branch in July  2003  (AI  17 July  2003) .  As at  February  2004,

Vetha Aydyn was the chairm an of  the Siir t  branch ( ibid. 12 Feb.  2004) .  As at  May

2003, Cafer  Dem ir  was the chairm an of  the Elazig  branch (FI DH July  2003, 22) .  As

Français Home Contact Us Help Search canada.gc.ca

Hom e >  Research >  Responses to  I nform at ion Requests

RESPONSES TO I NFORMATI ON  REQUESTS ( RI Rs)

New  Search |  About  RI Rs |  Help  

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada

www.irb-cisr.gc.ca



Response to Information Request TUR42999.E

file:///I|/country_ip/canada_coi/turkey/Human%20Rights%20Association.htm[10/7/2014 10:06:03 AM]

at  Novem ber  2002, the chairm an of  the Ankara branch was Ender Buyukculha (DPA

29 Nov.  2002;  Ozgur Polit ika 5  Dec.  2001) ,  although  earlier  reports indicate that

the chairm an of  the Ankara branch was Lut fu  Dem irkapi (Anatolia 16 Apr .  2001;

ibid.  6  Jan.  2001) .  As at  July  2002, the chairm an of  the Diyarbakir  branch of  the

I HD was Osm an Baydem ir  (DPA 3  July  2002;  The Econom ist  2  Feb.  2002) .

However,  according to  a 2004  Am nesty  I nternat ional  report ,  Baydem ir  is no  longer

the chairm an of  the branch (12  Feb.  2004) .  The I nternat ional  Federat ion  for

Hum an Rights (FI DH)  reported in July  2003  that  since Septem ber  2002, the

chairm an of  the Diyarbakir  I HD branch is Selahat t in  Dem irtas (FI DH July  2003,

21) .  As at  April 2002, the chairm an of  the I stanbul  branch was Eren Keskin  (AP 11

Apr .  2002;  I PS 8  Apr .  2002;  The New  York  Tim es 1  Sept .  2001;  Anatolia 2  Apr .

2001) ,  although  2004  reports by Am nesty  I nternat ional  and  Hum an Rights Watch

(HRW)  both  ident ified  Keskin  as the deputy chair  of  the I HD (AI  12 Feb.  2004;

HRW Jan.  2004) .  A 28 July  2001  news item  by the Turkish Daily  News ident ified

Saban Dayanan as an  execut ive board m em ber  of  the I stanbul  I HD branch.  As at

Septem ber  2001, the chairm an of  the Adana branch was Sehm uz Kaya (Anatolia 20

Sept .  2001) .  Please find at tached a list  of  all I HD branch offices throughout  Turkey,

including the nam e of  the head of  each branch.  The list  was obtained from  the

Website of  the I HD and  is not  dated.  More recent  inform at ion  on  the leaders of  the

I HD could not  be found  am ong the sources consulted by the Research Directorate.

The Relat ionship Betw een the  I HD and  the  People's Dem ocrat ic Party

( HADEP)  and  the  Dem ocrat ic People's Party  ( DEHAP)

A June 2004  report  by HRW indicated  that  I HD m em bers have been "drawn

largely  from  left  of  center  and  secular ist  circles"  (29  June 2004, 45) .  I n its report

to  the Council  of  the European Union,  the Netherlands delegat ion noted  that

" [ w] ithin  the I HD there is a very  st rong Kurdish  current  which  m aintains close t ies

to  the Turkish -Kurdish  opposit ion"  (15  Apr .  2002, 69) .  I n August  2001, the

Associated Press (AP)  reported that  the I HD " frequent ly  reported on  cases of

suspected Kurdish  act ivists who have claim ed  they were tortured"  (23  Aug .  2001) .

Several news item s indicated  that  the I HD, alongside the People's Dem ocrat ic

Party  (HADEP)  and  the Dem ocrat ic People's Party  (DEHAP) ,  has been involved in

the filing of  a com plaint  against  the Just ice Minister,  Kikm et  Sam i Turk,  in relat ion

to  condit ions in F- type prisons (Anatolia 26 Apr .  2001) ,  or  high -security  pr isons

that  were opened in early  2001  (AI  16 Apr .  2002) ,  and  the staging of  a protest

m eet ing  (Anatolia 20 Sept .  2001;  ibid.  5  Jan.  2004) .  I n at  least  two instances the

I HD condem ned the arrest  of  DEHAP m em bers (AFP 5  Jan.  2004;  Anatolia 17 Apr .

2004) .  Addit ional inform at ion  on  the relat ionship  between  the I HD and

HADEP/ DEHAP could not  be found  am ong the sources consulted by the Research

Directorate.

Treatm ent  of  I HD Mem bers and  Advocates

I n 2001, HRW quoted  Husnu  Ondul,  the I HD's president ,  as saying:  " '[ m ] y

people are detained or  raided alm ost  every  day.  We are liv ing in som e of  the worst

days in the history of  the associat ion'"  (9  Jan.  2001) .  I n 2003, the I nternat ional

Helsinki Federat ion  for  Hum an Rights ( I HF-HR)  ident ified  the I HD as a " target "  for

"persecut [ ion] "  (24  June 2003) .

I n late January  2001, Turkish  police raided the I HD headquarters in Ankara

and  confiscated com puter  hard disks and  docum ents because of  allegat ions that

the Associat ion  was receiving funds from  Greece (AP 25 Jan.  2001;  M2  Presswire

26 Jan.  2001;  Middle  East  Tim es 26  Jan.  2001;  Council  of  the European Union  15

Apr .  2002, 70) .  Both  the I HD and  the Em bassy  of  Greece in Ankara denied the

allegat ions (AP 25 Jan.  2001;  Middle  East  Tim es 26  Jan.  2001;  Turkish Daily  News

27 Jan.  2001) .

I n February  2001, the Ankara Chief  Prosecutor 's Officer  requested  that  the

I HD be banned  because docum ents confiscated during the police search indicated
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that  the Associat ion  was involved in act ivit ies that  were not  in accordance with  its

by- law  and  registered purposes (AFP 21 Feb.  2001;  Anatolia 21 Feb.  2001;  see

also  Council  of  the European Union  15 Apr .  2002, 70) .  During the raid,  the police

also  apparent ly  found  33 banned  publicat ions (Anatolia 21 Feb.  2001)  and

"fragm ents of  spent  bullets,  shell casings and  a m ortar  bom b tail  fin"  (Turkish Daily

News 20  Mar.  2001) .  On 22 October  2001, the charges were dropped against  the

organizat ion (Anatolia 22 Oct .  2001;  Council  of  the European Union  15 Apr .  2002,

70) .  However,  as at  Decem ber  2003, the I HD's president ,  Husnu  Ondul,  and  46

other  I HD m em bers were facing  t r ials (Count ry  Reports 2003  25  Feb.  2004, Sec.

4) .  They were charged with  the possession of  banned  publicat ions,  which  were

confiscated during the January  2001  raid  ( ibid.;  see also  FI DH 30 Nov.  2002, 3) .

On 6  May  2003, Turkish  police raided the I HD headquarters in Ankara again

(BBC 8  May  2003;  Count ry  Reports 2003  25  Feb.  2004, Sec.  4;  AI  12 Feb.  2004;

FI DH July  2003, 21) .  This t im e, however,  the raid  was ordered by the Ankara State

Security  Court  under art icle  169 of  the Turkish  Penal  Code,  for  " 'suspicion  that  the

[ I HD]  Headquarters [ was]  coordinat ing a cam paign  to  voice support  for  the

terror ist  organisat ion PKK/ KADEK'"  (AI  12 Feb.  2004;  see also  Count ry  Reports

2003  25  Feb.  2004, Sec.  4  and  FI DH July  2003, 21) .  According to  the BBC, " [ f] iles

relat ing to  the evacuat ion and  dest ruct ion  of  alm ost  4,000 Kurdish  villages in the

1990s were rem oved,  along with  invest igat ions into the deaths of  m ore than  800

people in security  forces' custody"  (BBC 8  May  2003) .  Am nesty  I nternat ional

reported that  "books,  reports on  hum an  r ights violat ions, files, casset tes,  press

releases and  hand-writ ten notes,  as well  as seven  com puters and  com puter  discs"

were confiscated during the raid  (AI  12 Feb.  2004;  see also  FI DH July  2003, 21) .

I n a press statem ent ,  the I HD stated that  " legal pressure on  [ the Associat ion]  had

increased in the last  few years"  (BBC 8  May  2003) .  I nform at ion on  whether  any

charges were laid  as a result  of  the May  2003  raid  and  whether  any of  the

confiscated equipm ent  and  m aterial was ever  returned  to  the I HD could not  be

found  am ong the sources consulted by the Research Directorate.

During the period of  January  2001  to  February  2004, various sources

reported that  telephone threats were m ade to  I HD m em bers (HRW 9  Jan.  2001;

I HF-HR 17 Sept .  2001, 26-27;  Council  of  the European Union  15 Apr .  2002, 71;  AI

12 Feb.  2004;  Count ry  Reports 2003  25  Feb.  2004, Sec.  4) ,  I HD offices were

raided by Turkish  authorit ies ( ibid.;  HRW 9  Jan.  2001;  FI DH 30 Nov.  2002, 9;  ibid.

July  2003, 21;  AI  12 Feb.  2004) ,  I HD m em bers were detained and/ or  arrested

(Anatolia 6  Jan.  2001;  ibid.  18 Mar.  2001;  ibid.  20 Feb.  2002;  I HF-HR 17 Sept .

2001, 26-27;  HRW 2002;  ibid.  9  Jan.  2001;  ibid.  Jan.  2003;  FI DH 30 Nov.  2002, 9;

ibid.  July  2003, 21-22;  Count ry  Reports 2003  25  Feb.  2004, Sec.  4;  AI  17 July

2003;  ibid.  12 Feb.  2004) ,  cr im inal proceedings were filed against  I HD m em bers

( ibid.;  ibid.  12 Feb.  2004;  HRW 9  Jan.  2001;  ibid.  Jan.  2003;  AFP 8  Feb.  2001;

Ozgur Polit ika 20  Feb.  2002;  AP 11 Apr .  2002;  Council  of  the European Union  15

Apr .  2002, 70;  FI DH 30 Nov.  2002, 9;  ibid.  July  2003, 21-22;  Count ry  Reports

2003  25  Feb.  2004, Sec.  4)  and  I HD m em bers were allegedly ill- t reated  while in

police custody  (HRW 9  Jan.  2001;  ibid.  2002;  I HF-HR 17 Sept .  2001, 26-27) .

Count ry  Reports on  Hum an Rights Pract ices for  2003  reported that

approxim ately  60 new charges were filed against  the I HD in 2002, in addit ion  to

those already  pending  from  previous years (25  Feb.  2004, Sec.  4) .  Between

February  2001  and  February  2004, over 450 new charges were filed against  the

I HD (AI  12 Feb.  2004) .  According to  Am nesty  I nternat ional,

[ w] hile such t r ials usually  end  in acquit tal  or  a sentence which  is suspended or

com m uted  to  a fine, Am nesty  I nternat ional  considers them  as a form  of  state

harassm ent  designed to  int im idate hum an  r ights defenders and  rest r ict  their

act ivit ies.  I t  should be noted  that  the figures provided do not  include the even

greater  num ber  of  invest igat ions opened by prosecutors against  the organizat ion

and  its branches which  do not  result  in a prosecut ion ( ibid.) .

A January  2004  report  by HRW stated that  I HD m em bers Eren Keskin,  Um it
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Efe and  Halil  Dinler  were convicted and  sentenced to  18 m onths'  im prisonm ent  in

May  2003  for  "at tem pt ing to  hold a press conference about  pr ison  condit ions,"  but

these,  according to  HRW, were "notable except ions"  since Turkish  " [ c] ourts have

shown an  increase[ d]  readiness to  acquit  defendants indicted  for  radical  or

unpopular  but  non-violent  polit ical opinions that  would form erly  have earned  a

prison  sentence."

Charges against  the Associat ion  and  its m em bers were generally filed for

m aking  public statem ents in protest  of  hum an  r ights violat ions (HRW 2003;  ibid.  9

Jan.  2001;  ibid.  2002;  ibid.  Apr .  2002;  ibid.  Jan.  2003;  Anatolia 6  Jan.  2001;  AFP 8

Feb.  2001;  FI DH July  2003, 22) ,  for  staging illegal dem onst rat ions ( ibid. 30 Nov.

2002, 9;  Anatolia 18 Mar.  2001;  ibid.  20 Feb.  2002) ,  for  allegedly "aiding  and

abet t ing"  the Kurdistan  Worker 's Party  (PKK) ,  which  has been ident ified  by the

governm ent  as a " 'terror ist  organizat ion'"  ( ibid. 2  Apr .  2001;  see also  ibid.  30 Apr .

2002;  HRW Jan.  2003;  AI  17 July  2003) ,  for  spreading " 'separat ist  propaganda'"

(Ozgur Polit ika 20  Feb.  2002;  AP 11 Apr .  2002) ,  for  being in possession of

" 'banned'  docum ents"  (FI DH 30 Nov.  2002, 3) ,  and  for  using the Kurdish  language

or  alphabet  while perform ing the Associat ion's act ivit ies (Anatolia 2  Apr .  2001;  ibid.

30 Apr .  2002;  DPA 3  July  2002;  AI  12 Feb.  2004) .  For exam ple,  Eren Keskin,

execut ive m em ber  of  the I HD, was arrested on  charges of  "separat ist  propaganda"

when she used the word  "Kurdistan"  in the statem ent :  " 'wom en in Kurdistan  face

harassm ent  and  rape the m ost '"  (AP 11 Apr .  2002) .  I n April 2002, 24 I HD

m em bers were invest igated by the prosecutor 's office in Ankara for  displaying

banners that  dem anded " 'educat ion in Kurdish'"  (Anatolia 30 Apr .  2002) .  I n July

2003, Sevim  Yetkiner,  chairm an of  the I HD Mus branch,  and  Baki Celebi,  execut ive

com m it tee m em ber  of  the I HD Mus branch,  were detained for  at tending  the funeral

of  PKK m em ber  I sm et  Baycan  (AI  17 July  2003) .

I HD branches reportedly  affected by such charges and/ or  raids include:  Bingol

(Anatolia 1  Dec.  2001;  FI DH 30 Nov.  2002, 8 -9;  AI  12 Feb.  2004) ,  I stanbul  (HRW

9 Jan.  2001;  ibid.  Jan.  2003;  Anatolia 18 Mar.  2001;  ibid.  2  Apr .  2001;  ibid.  20

Feb.  2002;  Ozgur Polit ika 20  Feb.  2002;  FI DH 30 Nov.  2002, 7) ,  Ankara (HRW 9

Jan.  2001;  ibid.  Jan.  2003;  Anatolia 6  Jan.  2001;  ibid.  30 Apr .  2002;  FI DH July

2003, 21) ,  Diyarbakir  ( ibid.;  DPA 3  July  2002;  HRW 2003;  Anatolia 5  Jan.  2004;

ibid.  17 Apr .  2004;  AI  12 Feb.  2004) ,  Siir t  ( ibid.;  FI DH July  2003, 21) ,  Elazig  ( ibid.,

22) ,  Gaziantep  ( ibid.) ,  Mus ( ibid.;  AI  17 July  2003;  Count ry  Reports 2003  25  Feb.

2004, Sec.  4) ,  Hakkari (FI DH July  2003, 22) ,  and  Hatay  (AI  12 Feb.  2004) .

The Status of  I HD Branches

I n 2002, the I HD had  over 30 provincial branches and  m ore than  20,000

m em bers (Council  of  the European Union  15 Apr .  2002, 69) .  I n February  2004,

Count ry  Reports on  Hum an Rights Pract ices for  2003  reported that  the I HD had  "34

branches nat ionwide and  claim ed  a m em bership  of  approxim ately  14,000"  (25  Feb.

2004, Sec.  4) .

The Diyarbakir  branch was shut  down by the governm ent  from  1997  to  April

2000, at  which  t im e it  was allowed to  re-open (Council  of  the European Union  15

Apr .  2002, 70) .  However,  the branch office was closed down again  in May  2000,

but  re-opened on  11 October  2000  ( ibid.) .

Between  Novem ber  2000  and  January  2001, the Turkish  governm ent  closed

the following  five branches of  the I HD for  their  support  of  inm ates who were on

hunger  st r ikes in protest  against  their  t reatm ent  by the authorit ies while

im prisoned:  I zm ir,  Van,  Gaziantep,  Malatya and  Konya (HRW 9  Jan.  2001;  Middle

East  Tim es 26  Jan.  2001;  The Washington Post  13  Jan.  2001;  Council  of  the

European Union  15 Apr .  2002, 70) .  As at  April 2002, of  the five branch offices that

were closed,  all re-opened except  the one located  in Gaziantep  ( ibid.) .

Other I HD branch offices that  were closed in 1999  and  2000  were Mardin  and

Bursa, but  the Bursa office was re-opened on  26 Novem ber  2001  ( ibid.) .  Count ry
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Reports on  Hum an Rights Pract ices for  2003  reported that  in Septem ber  2003, the

I HD branch office in Malatya was re-opened (25  Feb.  2004, Sec.  4) .  I nform at ion on

whether  all of  the branch offices are open as at  October  2004  could not  be found

am ong the sources consulted by the Research Directorate.  However,  please refer  to

the at tached undated list  of  all I HD branch offices throughout  Turkey,  which  was

obtained from  the Website of  the I HD.

W ays By  W hich  I HD Mem bers Are  I dent ified

I nform at ion on  the ways by which  I HD m em bers are ident ified  could not  be

found  am ong the sources consulted by the Research Directorate.

This Response was prepared after  researching  publicly  accessible inform at ion

current ly  available to  the Research Directorate within  t im e const raints.  This

Response is not , and  does not  purport  to  be,  conclusive as to  the m erit  of  any

part icular  claim  for  refugee protect ion.  Please find below the list  of  addit ional

sources consulted in researching  this I nform at ion Request .
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