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At Shiloh Evangelical Lutheran Church 
our mission is to carry the ����� for our 
Lord Jesus Christ:  
�each the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ 
�utreach to those in need locally and 
globally  
�ejoice in the Lord’s blessings  
�are for our church and community 
�onor our Lord by our thoughts, words, 
and actions.   
     Come and join us in our mission to 
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“So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has 
set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of 
their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in 
white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heav0

en? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven.”      The Acts of the Apostles’ 1:6011 
 
 May is a jammed0packed month of celebrations.  May is National Physical Fitness and Sports and Lupus 
Awareness month. The month begins with May Day, Cinco de Mayo, Holocaust Remembrance Day, the Kentucky 
Derby, Mother’s Day, National Brother Day, Armed Forces Day, Memorial Day, World No0tobacco Day, National 
Burger Day, and mixed in among these are the observance of St. James and St. Philip, Ascension, Pentecost, 
and Trinity Sunday.  
 Usually May’s article features Pentecost, but this month my thoughts are on the ascension of Jesus.  At Shiloh 
we will sometimes observe his ascension on a Sunday, but usually the day is observed on it’s proper date—May 
5th.   
 The New Testament calls attention to the fact of Ascension and the fact of the Session at God’s right hand. 
Three words are used in the Greek in connection with the Ascension: “to go up”; “to be taken up”; and “to go.”  
 The Session is connected with Ps 110:107, and is frequently referenced or alluded to in all parts of the New 
Testament. But it is used especially in connection with Christ’s priesthood, and with His position of    authority and 
honor at God’s right hand. The New Testament emphasizes the fact of Christ’s exaltation     rather than the mode, 
the latter being quite secondary.  
 Yet the acceptance of the fact must be carefully noticed, for it is impossible to question that this is the   belief of 
all the New Testament writers who base their teaching on the fact and do not rest content with the moral or theo0
logical aspects of the Ascension apart from the historic reality.  
 The Ascension is regarded as the point of contact between the Christ of the gospels and of the epistles.  
 The gift of the Spirit is said to have come from the ascended Christ.  
 The Ascension is the culminating point of Christ’s glorification after His Resurrection, and is regarded as nec0
essary for His heavenly exaltation.  
 The Ascension was proved and demanded by the Resurrection, though there was no need to preach it as part 
of the evangelistic message.  
 It is the culmination of the Incarnation, the reward of Christ’s redemptive work, and the entrance upon a wider 
sphere of work in His glorified condition, as the Lord and Priest of His church. 
 In summary, for Jesus and the disciples there would be no more breakfasts on the Sea of Galilee, no more 
showing of wounds, no more breathing peace, no more meeting disciples on the road out of Jerusalem, no more 
going fishing, no more breaking of bread.  
 This time, Jesus is leaving this earthly world for good.  But just like the first disciples, we are not left alone; no, 
Jesus sends the Holy Spirit to be with us.  
 We can’t really celebrate Pentecost, the giving of the Holy Spirit, without observing the truth and fact that Jesus 
was ascended to his heavenly Father, to sit at His right hand, to have the world placed under his    authority.   
 This is the true worth and value of our confession of faith in the Holy Spirit, the Advocate, the one who tells the 
truth about Jesus, the one who leads, moves, motivates, comforts, and illumines for us our life     following the one 
called Jesus.  
 The one who we see in flesh and blood in others, in the poor, in the hungry, in the lonely, in the angry, in the 
hated and the hater, in the Eucharist, our meal of Thanksgiving.  
 Pentecost is the 50th day of Easter, the day of wind, tongues of fire, appearing drunk with wine, filled with pow0
er to share the good news of the gospel that is Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, our King, our companion, our 
friend, our ruler.  
 Let us not be like the first disciples who look to heaven thinking they will see him  
come back down right away, but rather look out into the world and see him everywhere. 
  And then let us in the Spirit, follow where he leads.  
 
Amen,  
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 What an amazing surprise you honored me with on Sunday, April 10th.  I was so overwhelmed by every0
thing that morning that I couldn’t really find the words to express what my heart was feeling.  So here goes@ 
 
  I forgot to introduce and thank Pr. Rooney who was on my Candidacy Committee and a mentor to me 
in seminary as well as a good colleague for my time in Harrisburg;  Dr. Carlson who is the supervisor of 
Field Education at the Lutheran Seminary at Gettysburg and one of the best New Testament teachers and 
preachers—I am so glad you got to hear him preach; and Pr. McKee who brought greetings from Bishop 
Dunlop.   
 
 And then there are all those, who are still not known to me directly but who worked for some time to or0
ganize this honor; thank you for all you accomplished, I am truly humbled and deeply thankful.   
 
 Especially, thank you for the stained glass window—it celebrates Eucharist—the vine and the branches.  
It is glorious.  
 
 And then there is Mark, our seminary student that I never sought out, but God brought to us at just the 
right time.  He has been a blessing to us, and we have helped to shape another pastor of God’s calling, a 
servant of Word and Sacrament.    
 
 How the Holy Spirit works!   
 
 I was thinking about the church day when I got up that morning—Easter 3, it is the same day that I 
preached my call sermon at Shiloh in 2006; and on Easter 3 in 2013 Cooper was baptized; and he read the 
gospel so beautifully on Youth Sunday. Additionally, the Letters of Call were signed on April 10, 2006, the 
same date.   
 
 As I was listening to Dr. Carlson’s sermon, I was thinking about installation of a pastor where the congre0
gation hands over to the newly called pastor the baptismal font, the altar of our Lord, and the pulpit; the    
active and alive places and symbols of Word and Sacrament.  
 
 This is a pastor’s life—births, baptisms, marriages, deaths, feedings, preaching, teaching, walking, com0
forting, calling, celebrating—and it is a life lived solely by God’s grace.  I would recommend this life to any0
one and everyone, and I hope God allows us to shape more pastors in our congregational life.   
 
 Lastly, I hope you know how much I love you as Christ commanded us to love one another as he loves 
us.  Spiritually, hopefully, joyfully, and sacrificially.   
 
 Thank you for 10 wonderful years of allowing me to be your pastor, allowing me to feed and tend you as 
Jesus asked Peter out of love for the Good Shepherd.     
 
In Christ’s love,  
Pr. Kathy  
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+   A member of your family is admitted to or 
discharged from the hospital (to and from other 
health care facility) as it can take up to 3 days 
before we are notified from the York Hospital 
pastoral care office, and we receive �� notifica0
tion from other health care facilities.   
 Please remember to give your permission for 
the church to be contacted when you register or 
are admitted to the hospital, this is the only way 
they will release your information to a third par0
ty.  
†   You are moving  
†   Your telephone number or address changes  
†   A new baby arrives  

†   A death occurs (prior to the funeral home 
 please)   

†   You need assistance from our parish nurse  
†   You desire a pastoral visit or wish to receive 
Holy Communion at home    

†   You feel the council or pastor can assist you 
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��������#�$���� will hold its annual mem0

bership campaign during May. The Auxiliary supports a vari0
ety of programs that benefit residents of Kelly and Sprenkle 
Villages. At Kelly Village we purchased new exercise chairs, 
benches for a walking path and a computer for residents to 
use. Sprenkle Village received 4 Invacare Transport chairs 
and an upgrade to the Dining room sound system. Funds 
also provide birthday and Christmas activities for the resi0
dents.  
Membership forms are available from Janet Smith or the 
bulletin board in the narthex. You may donate any amount 
you like. Return the forms and donations to Janet Smith.�

��������%�����will be held this year on Saturday, 

June 4, 2016 from 10:00 a.m.to 3:00 p.m. Come to the 
Village at Kelly Drive for a day of fun, entertainment, food 
and fellowship. Proceeds support the work of SpiriTrust 
Lutheran Auxiliary with continuing care retirement com0
munities, community health services and community out0
reach services. The Emigsville band will play for your 
enjoyment. There is great food, a craft and yard sale, 
and games for the kids. Tall Cedar Clowns will also be 
there��
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