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To commemorate the first anniver-
sary of Pope John Paul II’s death,
AidtotheChurchinNeedisoffer-
ing its benefactors, a papal rosary,
blessedbyJohnPaultheGreatwith
anydonationtohelptheworkofthe
ChurchinUkraine.TheVaticanRo-
sarybeadsweregivenageneralblessingbyPopeJohnPaulIIin
theAudienceHallinRomebeforehisdeathinApril2005.

ToreceivetheVaticanRosarybeadspleasetickthisbox.

Pope John Paul II had a great love for
theByzantineRiteCatholicChurchand
travelledtoUkraineinJune2001tobless
thesiteofthenewseminaryinLviv.Fr
WerenfriedvanStraaten,ourlatefounder
wasalsothere.
ThisbeautifulphotoshowstheHolyFa-
thergivinghisoldfriendFrWerenfrieda
liftinthePopemobileonroutetothesem-
inarysite.Photo©:L’OsservatoreRomano

SURROUNDED by a towering jungle of
apartmentblocks,thesmallwoodenbuilding
nearthecentreofKievappearshumbleand
insignificant.
Yet it has played a vital role in bringing the
Churchbacktoametropoliswherecommunism
triedtoextinguishGod’spresenceformorethan
70years.Morethan300,000peopleliveinthis
areaoftheUkrainiancapital,butuntilthistiny
churchoftheParishoftheAssumptionwasbuilt
twoyearsago,notonechurchexistedhere.

Now, with the support of ACN’s benefactors,
construction work is underway to fulfil ambi-
tiousplansforamassive1,300capacitychurch,
completewithacatecheticalcentreforalleight
ofthecity’sparishes,toserveaburgeoningcon-
gregation.

On your behalf we have promised more than
$78,000tohelprestorethelightofChristtothis
city,solongdarkenedbytheoppressiveshadow
ofcommunism.

Fromthecommunistcamp
    totheirnewseminary

“THEHolySpiritSeminaryisasignofhope,
a sign of security that people will have spir-
itualleadersinthefuture,whowillupholdthe
traditionandfaithofourforefathers.”

BrNazarTsyumakhadjustreturnedfromstudy-
ingabroadintimetowitnesstheconsecrationof
thenewseminaryinLviv.

AndnowBrNazarwillcompletehisstudiesfor
thepriesthoodhereinhisowncountry.Although
his experience overseaswas important, hewas
overjoyed tobeback inLviv, amongsthisown
people.

ThefutureoftheCatholicChurchinUkrainelies
inthehandsoftheseyoungmen,whoaresode-
votedtoservingGodandtheirpeople.Thanksto
you,AidtotheChurchinNeedisabletosupport
everysingleseminarianinUkrainewithgrants.

Theseminariansusedtolive,studyandprayin
anoldCommunistcamp.Eightornineofthem
shareddilapidatedroomsthatwerefreezingcold

in thewinter.At the consecrationMass for the
HolySpirit Seminary, the voices of 200young
seminarians rang out in a magnificent song of
praisetoGod.

ThesemenaretheChurch’sfuture–“theyarethe
hopeofthepeople,”saidBrRomanNazaruk.

AT the consecration Mass, Cardinal Lubomyr
Husarpaid tribute to thesolidarityandsupport
ofACN’sbenefactors,saying:“Wewanttothank
theLordforallhisgraces:thatthisdreamofours,
thisseminary,hasbecomereality.

“But we know that divine providence works
through circumstances and people, and I want
tothankallthepeoplewhohavecontributedso
wecouldhavethishappymomentofblessingthe
seminary.”

However,theseminarystillneedsmorefunding
tofulfilthedreamofUkraine’sCatholicleaders.
Heatingisneededforthebitterwinters;thenew
theologyfacultyisstillincomplete;andtwomo-
nastichousesareyettobebuiltonthesite.

BrNazarTsyumakandBrRomanNazaruk
HolySpiritSeminary,Lviv

Walkinginthefootstepsof
Christ:theseminariansprocess
throughthestreetsofLviv

Kiev’sGodlessSuburbs

INthecentreofKherson,insouthUkraine,the
oldRomanCatholicChurchoftheSacredHeart
wasseizedandmuchofitturnedintocinemas.
The holes for the projectors are still visible in
thewalls.

Earlierin2005,themainbodyofthechurchwas
handedbackinaterriblecondition.Thedayaf-
terACNvisited,therooffellin.Duringthesum-
merof2005therewasatemporaryaltaroutside,
wherenearly400Catholicsgatheredintheopen
tocelebrateMasswhatevertheweather.

You have helped begin to rebuild the church
with$47,000aftertheparishpriest,FrArturNa-
graba,turnedtoACNforassistanceinthisdire
situation.“PleasebepartofthegraceofGodat
workhere,”hesaid,“foryoutoocanbeassured
ofGod’sgraceandhisblessings.”

Manyofhisfaithfularefromfamilieswhowere

deportedtoSiberiaorKazakhstanandsuffered
terribly:Tamaranowhelps theSisters, but she
was persecuted after she was caught teaching
children the rosary in secret in a forest; now
hergrandsonisaseminarian–oneofwellover
1,000inUkrainetoday.

Monsignor 
Stanislav 
Shyrokoradjuk 
Auxiliary Bishop 
of Kiev, told ACN: 
“This is the post
Soviet problem 
– cities without 
God.”

The small church (left) in the Parish of the  
Assumption dwarfed by towering apartment blocks

..andthentherooffellin...

Kherson’sfaithfulworshipatthisoutdooraltar.
Canyouhelpthemtobuildanewchurch?

Photo:A.Polec



“YOUneedtohavefaithtowalkthesecorridors,”saidBishop
VasylIvasyukofOdessa-Krym,aswewalkedalongtheun-
derground corridor to the
parish‘church’inYuzhne.

More than 50 people were
squeezedintoatinyroombe-
neath anoldSovietblockof
flats – young families with
children,inaswelteringroom
– praying before God and
singinghymns.

Asking for ACN’s help to
buildaproperchurchforhispeople,theparishpriest,FrVasyl
Kolodchyhn,said:“ThepeoplehaveroomintheirheartsforGod,
butwehavenoroomtocelebratehislove.”

Thankstoyourgenerosity,ACNhasalreadypromised$30,000to
helpFrKolodchyhnbegintoconstructhischurch,butstillmore
isneededtohelpprovideabuildingworthyofcelebratingChrist’s
love.

BROTHERAvhustyn is a monk
at the Basilian Monastery of St
VolodomyrinKherson.
Itisamonasterymadeoutofoldin-
dustrial shippingcontainers,which
themonkshaveweldedtogether.
Though the temperature is almost
unbearable in the summer and
freezingcoldinthewinter,theplace
bustles with the inventive energy
andfaithofthesedevoutUkrainian
Catholics.
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SEVENTYyearsofatheistcommunismhaveleftagreatvacuumin
theologicallearninginUkraine.Ignoranceandindifferencetowards
theFaithhavecrippledthecountry’stheologicaldevelopment.
Eventoday,theologyisnotarecogniseddegreesubject.Thereiscease-
lesswranglingovertheteachingofChristianethicsinschools.

Educationandcatechesisisvitalforthepeopletobegintounderstand
thedepthandrichnessoftheirfaith.

SisterLuizaCiupa,along-standingfriendofACN,hasdevotedherlife
tohelpingUkrainianslearnmoreabouttheFaith.HerworkattheCat-
echeticalInstituteinLvivsetachainofformationinmotionthatisnow
reachingthreequartersofamillionchildrenthroughoutthecountry.

“WhatcanwedotobringupyoungpeopleinthespiritofChristianity?”sheasked.“Thatis
ourgoal.”

It is agoal thatbridgesconfessionaldifferences. “Whatwearedoing isaboveconfessional
divides,”saidSisterLuiza.“IthasbeenwelcomedandblessedbyOrthodoxandByzantineRite
Catholicbishops.Christianmoralsaresonecessaryinapost-Sovietsociety.”

Youarehelpinghertofillthevoidincatecheticalteaching.

AndnowstudentsfromtheUkrainianCatholicUniversityarefollowinginSisterLuiza’sfoot-
steps by spreadingGod’sword through catechetical programmes in easternUkraine.These
youngvolunteersfindcommunitieswheretheycanhelptheChurchandsharetheirfaithwith
thepeople.FormanythisistheonlywaytheycanlearnabouttheFaith.

CanyouhelpSisterLuiza’smissionofevangelisationcontinue?

Yuzhne:anundergroundfaith

The‘CorridorofFaith’
leadingtotheunderground
churchinYuzhne

Yuzhne’s faithful pack
intothetinyunderground
room that serves as their
church

Ukraine’s‘motherofcatechism’

SrLuiza

Youngpeoplelikethesehave
benefitedfromSrLuiza’swork

WHEN the Iron Curtain was
drawnacrossUkraine, itthreat-
ened tocrush thevery lifeblood
out of the Church. Religious
propertywasdesecrated,confis-
cated or destroyed.The faithful
were exiled or martyred. Athe-
ist communism tried to drive
God’sexistenceoutofthecoun-
try – hundreds of thousands of
Byzantine Rite Catholics were
transportedtoSiberia,suffering
intheGulagprisoncamps,while
others laid down their lives for
theirfaith.

YettheChurchlivedon,inclan-
destine Masses held in caves,
forests or cellars.And in 1991,
thefaithfulemergedintothelight
oncemore,ascommunismcol-
lapsedandtheUkrainianCatho-
licChurchoftheByzantineRite
wasreborn.
The Church is still recovering
fromitstorturedhistoryandfac-
esgreatchallengestoday.
Ukraine is struggling to escape
itsSoviet legacy and remains a
borderlandofsufferinganddi-
vision-afaultlinewheretradi-
tionsofEastandWestmeetand
oftenclash.
During2004’spresidentialelec-
tions,Ukrainewastornbetween
turningWesttonewopportunity
orEast to furthercontrolunder
Russia.OnemillionUkrainians

filled Kiev’s frozen streets to
protest over a rigged pro-Rus-
sian victory. The election was
ruledvoidandthepro-European
ViktorYushchenkowon the re-
run. Many Ukrainians’ hopes
ofescaping the longshadowof
Moscow were rejuvenated by
thisOrangeRevolution.
And now the shoots of faith,
nourished by the blood of the
martyrs,arefinallybeginningto
spring forth after the punishing
winteroftotalitarianoppression.
Nurturedbyyoursolidarity,love
andprayers,Ukraine’sCatholics
haveconveyedtheirdeepestgrat-
itudetothebenefactorsofACN.
Pleasehelpus tooffer thecon-
tinuingsupporttheysourgently
needtogrowandflourishinthe
fertilesoilofthisdevoutland.

Belltowerunder
constructionat
Vynnychky,
nearLviv

“TherewasatimewhenourChurch
wasacatacombChurch,when
wealmostdidnotexist.
AidtotheChurchinNeed
waswithusinour
darkesthours.”
-MgrIwanDacko

Ukraine-Outofdarkness,

    intoChrist’slight


