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From the Pioneer Day Farm Wagon

The reason the 2013 Farm Wagon was a great success is the many individuals 

who took the time to cook, bake and grow. And then they delivered their hard 

work to the Farm Wagon. We had lots of cnned preserves nd baked goods. 

Additionally produce was for sale on the Farm Wagon. And my dog loved the 

homemade dog treats.

A father and son each selected a corn muffin, paid and then stepped out to 

enjoy their selection. They returned just moments later and purchased all the 

remaining muffins saying “they were the best corn muffins we’ve ever eaten”. I 

hope everyone who purchased goods from the Farm Wagon enjoyed their treats 

as much as this dad and his son.

Alma Back brought four pies to sell. She was not going to put them into the pie 

contest saying she had never won in the past. I asked if I could enter two into the 

contest for her and she agreed. Well congratulations to our pie contest winners 

including Alma Back, Sarah Barth, Rave Moulton and Audrey Timberlake.

Thank you and much appreciation goes to our judges; Craig Common from the 

Common Grill, Craig Goodlock from Farmers State Bank and Ben Vermeylen 

of Chelsea Community Hospital.

Many thanks to Ralph Schumacher, Ron Kaiser, John Ocwieja and Ron Tyrl for 

the set up of the tent, bringing in tables, moving barrels and straw bales to help 

set up our location (not to mention moving our Farm Wagon into place). 

And finally I would like to extend my appreciation to the Farm Wagon 

Committee. It is a lot of hard work but we are a great team. Thank you Bob 

Mester, Nancy Ocwieja, Sally and Richard Long, Andrea Stickney, Maryanna 

Pappas, Helena Robinovitz, Denise Frahm and her daughter Kira.

Cheryl Greaney (Temporary Committee Chair)

Dianne Moulton, CoChair for Christmas on the Farm
 

I volunteer at Christmas on the Farm because it begins my Christmas season in 

a way that reflects the 1885 holiday--peaceful, spiritual, musical--enjoying the 

holiday with family and friends.

Since it was the biggest event of the year for pioneer families, there was some 

hustling and bustling, to make sure the food was plentiful and tasty, and the 

mostly homemade gifts were just right for the intended recipient, but there was 

still time for  singing hymns, reading scripture and enjoying visitors. That is the 

atmosphere we try to create at our event. All are welcome to leisurely view the 

log house and farmhouse, decorated authentically, and refresh themselves with 

complimentary cookies and cider. Many people must feel the same way, as they 

return year after year. We hope you can join us, too!

Christmas on the Farm means peace to me, and I’ve heard 

that from many visitors. It’s taking a breath away from all 

the bustle of the modern holiday. The lovely drive out to the 

farm, the simplicity of the decorations, the aromas of the 

evergreens and the cider and cookies, the fresh air - all are 

a glimpse into a time gone by. But it’s also a time many of us 

long for and wish to preserve.

Marsi Parker Darwin

Alma Back

Audrey 

Timberlake

Rave

Moulton

Sarah

Barth
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The Waterloo Area Historical Society

Presents

Christmas On The Farm

Our Victorian Christmas will warm your heart and bring back memories of Christmas past. When 

you enter the 10 room Realy Farm House the rich smell of wood stoves burning and the home decorated 

as it would have been in the 19th century, with pine and evergreen decorations, will instantly take 

you back to the past. You may hear the organ playing Christmas carols in the parlor or sounds of 

harp and guitar coming from the dining room. There will be docents dressed in period costumes in 

each room to interpret life in this house. You can tour an authentic log house and other outbuildings 

at the Waterloo Farm Museum.  Hand crafted greens, homemade baked goods and gift items will be 

available for purchase. Free light refreshments will be among the offerings. A full concession will 

be available. Make sure you take the time to visit Dewey School, a one-room schoolhouse which is 

completely decorated for Christmas. There will be a school marm there to show you what schooling 

was like during the late 19th century. So please visit the Waterloo Farm Museum and the Dewey 

School Museum, take a look back into the past and celebrate Christmas the way it used to be.

Christmas on the Farm

Waterloo Farm 

and 

Dewey School Museums

December 7th and 8th 

Saturday, 10am to 5pm

Sunday, Noon to 5pm

Admission: Adult $5, Senior (62+) $4, Children 5yrs to 12 yrs $2 

Children under 5 and Members of Society-Free

13493 Waterloo-Munith Rd., Grass Lake, MI 49240

Www.waterloofarmmuseum.org

Lantern Light Walk

The Lantern Light Walk will be Saturday, December 7th, starting 5:00 

PM. The event will take you by lamp light to the Log House to spend 

time with the family and see the traditions of a German Christmas of the 

1840’s. From there you will travel to the Farm House to experience the 

festivities of the Christmas Eve celebration. You will interact with the 

family and partake in Living History. The cost of this event (including 

members) is $5 for Adult, $4 for Seniors (62+) and $2 for children 5yrs 

to 12yrs. Not recommended for children under 5 years of age. Please call 

for reservation 517-851-8745 or 517-392-3195. Or email roarkaiser66@

gmail.com Tours will begin every 15 minutes from starting time, with 

approximately 10 people to each tour. The tour will take approximately 

one hour. You may also sign up on Saturday at Christmas on the Farm at 

the Admissions table. Please join us for an evening to remember.  
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Meet Your Board Members 

Mitch Planck has been a Waterloo Area Historical Society Board Member for five years and Board President for 

the past two. Although his current career is computer networking and administration, he has been interested in 

historic preservation for many years. He studied Architecture at Ohio State University but never pursued a career 

in that field, instead working at Borders, Domino’s, and currently ForeSee Results in computer support roles. His 

love of old houses and historic preservation, along with his daughter’s employment as a Waterloo Farm docent 

for several years, led him into contact with the Waterloo Area Historical Society (WAHS) and its hard-working 

volunteers. Along with running the Board Meetings as President, he built and maintains the WAHS website and 

recently helped put together an updated version of the book, A Memorial to the Michigan Pioneer Farmer.

A Call to Arms for all Bakers!

Arm yourself with hot mitts and baking pans and prepare the best baked 

goods you have in your recipe box.We need all the goods you can muster to sell 

in the Bake Shoppe at Christmas on the Farm. Breads, cookies, candies and 

more. Not a baker, that’s ok. You can make Chocolate covered Pretzel Rods. 

Just dip large pretzel rods in melted milk, dark or white chocolate and you 

have a great treat we can sell. There are a lot of great ideas that do not require 

baking that are great treats for the holidays. I hope you will be creative and 

try something new.  

We also need cookies for our annual “Free Cookies and Cider” area in the 

Hannewald Barn. If you have an extra dozen when you are done baking for 

the Bake Shoppe, drop them by the Hannewald Barn. You can drop off your 

goods, Friday, December 6th, or Saturday December 7th early in the day. 

Please Call 517-851-8745 for more information.

Have Your Picture Made with Our Victorian Santa

Santa’s brief visit to the Log House at Christmas on the Farm, will be 

Sunday, December 8th, from 1pm to 3pm. Have a portrait made of your 

children or the whole family with Santa, by Brian Frazzini of Frazzini 

Photography. You can schedule a time for your photo by calling 517-

851-8745 or 517-392-3195. The charge for this event is $5 per sitting. 

You will have the opportunity to choose the photo you want, then have 

them printed at your own convenience and expense.

The Making of the Greens

November 30th, from 9:30 AM to 3:00 PM, we will be decorating wreaths, baskets, 

containers and many more items, with greenery and bows. These creations will be 

sold in the Ice House at Christmas on the Farm. Join us at the Farm Museum for a 

day of crafting and camaraderie. If you don’t think you’re crafty, we still can use 

your help. Many things need to be done to prepare the Museum for Christmas on the 

Farm.  Lunch will be provided. Bring your hot glue gun, wire cutters and pliers.
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Fabulous Prizes to Be Given for 

Cookie Contest Winners!

This year’s prizes for the Cookie Contest are the best ever. The only 

way you will have a chance to win one, is if you enter the contest. Please 

bring one dozen cookies to be judged and one dozen cookies to sell, 

to the Hannewald Barn no later than Noon on Sunday, December 8th. 

Contest judges will make their decision by 2:00 PM. There will be First 

and Second prizes given in The Adult and Junior Divisions. This event 

has become one of the highlights of Christmas on the Farm. Please 

consider entering, who knows you may walk away with a First prize!

Waterloo Wisdom 
from John Benjamin

Good Day Neighbor,

What a great year it was, plenty of nice weather, good rainfall, and warm when we needed it.  Hayfields and 

pastures fared well, wheat and oats bountiful, and that corn yet to be harvested is the best in several years.  

Never remember a time when orchards were so heavy with fruit.  Seems like Mother Nature has given us a 

reprieve from last year’s drought.

Been a lot of socializin’ goin’ on too.  The Realy place has had quite the gatherin’s.  Lookin’forward to their 

Christmas doin’s, always a good time to be had then also.

The women folk been cookin’ and cleanin’ and bustlin’ about, all excited ’bout celebratin’ the upcoming 

holidays.  The men, to stay out of harms way, been out in the workshop, making repairs, fixin’ things that 

need fixin’, and catchin’ up on the local happenings.  Sometimes takin’ larger projects down to Waterloo 

to Mr. Rentchler who is quite the machinist and fabricator.  There’s nothin’ he can’t make or fix.  ‘Course 

that reminds me of a story.

Seems like a local fella would always avoid paying for services rendered, pickin’ up his repaired equipment 

when no one was around.  His reputation being, “He’d owe you a long dang time ‘fore he’d ever beat you 

outa’ your money”. 

So this fella left his machinery to be repaired, and after a time, came to retrieve it.  The proprietor had 

secured aforementioned equipment with a very heavy log chain. Said chain was removed….after payment 

was made in full.  Must be the need overpowered the greed.

Some folks need a little “encouragement” to act with honesty and integrity.

As the sun rises every mornin’, the good Lord willin’, we’ll rise with it.

Regards,

Your Friend 

John Benjamin
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NAME

ADDRESS

CITY    ST       ZIP 

EMAIL

PHONE  

Please make checks payable to: 
                The Waterloo Area Historical Society
Mail to:     WAHS Memberships
     P.O.Box 37, Stockbridge, MI 49285

A private nonprofit 501(c)3 organization, the Waterloo Area Historical Society works to fund all the operation expenses for the Farm 
and Dewey School. Donations are fully deductible to the extent of the law.

 - $15.00  SINGLE
 - $20.00  COUPLE
 - $20.00  FAMILY (Two adults + children under 18)
 - $40.00  CONTRIBUTING MEMBER
 - $50.00  BUSINESS
 - $200.00  INDIVIDUAL LIFE MEMBER
  Ages Sixty-two and over:
 - $10.00  SENIOR SINGLE
 - $15.00  SENIOR COUPLE
 - $150.00  SENIOR INDIVIDUAL LIFE MEMBER

- PLEASE CHECK HERE IF RENEWING             - PLEASE CHECK FOR EMAILED NEWSLETTER

Waterloo Area Historical Society    Membership Form

CHOOSE ONE:

Snip Snip

- I AM INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING AT THE 
MUSEUM, PLEASE CONTACT ME.

- I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE AN ADDITIONAL 
CONTRIBUTION TO SUPPORT WAHS IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $_______________. 

Committee Name Phone e-mail

Collections Linda Tengman (517) 522-8109 gldorrtengman@aol.com

Gardens Karen Lunsford (734) 498-2691 karen.lunsford@yahoo.com

Gift Shop Nancy Wisman (517) 851-8087 no e-mail

Educational Program Co-Director Marge McMeeking (734) 878-0580 rmcmeeking@usol.com

Insurance Dennis Petsch (517) 851-7760 petschd@panthernet.net

Membership Deirdre Fidler (517) 522-4758 dfidler@umich.edu

Newsletter Editor Jennifer Kaiser (571) 251-8897 pt101jen@gmail.com

Private Events Co-ordinator Arlene Kaiser (517) 851-8745 roarkaiser@yahoo.com

Publicity Chair Cheryl Cameron (517) 596-2580 cheryl.cameron6@gmail.com

House Guides Dianne Moulton (313) 278-3701 mamdianne@aol.com

Restoration & Repair Ron Kaiser (517) 851-8745 roarkaiser@yahoo.com

Site Management and Development Ron Kaiser (517) 851-8745 roarkaiser@yahoo.com

Public Safety & Security Ron Kaiser (517) 851-8745 roarkaiser@yahoo.com

Webmaster Mitch Planck (734) 475-4261 mitch@brooks-planck.org

Volunteer Coordinator Marie Brooks (734) 475-4261 volunteer@waterloofarmmuseum.org

WAHS Committee Chairs

Office Name Phone e-mail

President Mitch Planck (734) 475-4261 mitch@brooks-planck.org

Vice President Cathy Gillem (734)498-2135 no email

Treasurer John Ocwieja (517) 851-4376 ocwiejajz@gmail.com

Secretary Cheryl Cameron (517) 596-2580 cheryl.cameron6@gmail.com

Trustee Ralph Schumacher (517) 596-2655 ralph.schumacher@hotmail.com

Trustee Ron Kaiser (517) 851-8745 roarkaiser@yahoo.com

Trustee Steve Opp (517) 204-4528 steveo@thehenryford.org

Trustee Henry Crawford (734) 475-2518 icrawford56@gmail.com

Trustee Becky Zuccala (734) 475-7294 earthdancer@chartermi.net

Trustee Steve Holzer (517) 579-8690 Steve@eM8s.net

Trustee Don Brodowicz (517) 596-2008 djbrodowicz@gmail.com

Trustee Ron Tryl (517) 788-3414 ronald.tyrl@ang.af.mil

WAHS Officers and Trustees
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WAHS Business Sponsors
Company Name City Phone

THE ABBOTT & FILLMORE AGENCY INC Stockbridge (517) 851-7777

ACCURATE TREE REMOVAL & TRIMMING Grass Lake (734) 475-7162

ADISKA FAMILY DENTAL Stockbridge (517) 851-8008

ALLEN COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY Fort Wayne, IN (260) 421-1223

BRAMLETT HARDWARE & HEATING CO Gregory (734) 498-2715

CASKEY-MITCHELL FUNERAL HOME, INC Stockbridge (517) 851-7755

CERTIFIED TRACTOR & AUTO REPAIR INC Gregory (734) 498-3282

CHELSEA MILLING CO (JIFFY MIXES) Chelsea (734) 475-1361

COMPLETE OUTDOOR SERVICES Pickney (517) 304-4854

DARWIN STAINED GLASS & ANTIQUE SLOT MACHINES Chelsea (734) 475-9730

DEWEY BUILDERS Gregory (734) 498-2201

FARMERS STATE BANK OF MUNITH, STOCKBRIDGE, GRASS LAKE Munith (517) 596-2311

FORTUNE HIGH TECH MARKETING (Ruthi Mund) Blaine, MN (612) 875-1188

FRAZZINI PHOTOGRAPHY Gregory (734) 498-2335

G.L. MILLIKEN PLASTERING Chelsea (734) 475-9437

GEE FARMS NURSERY AND GREENHOUSE Stockbridge (800) 860-2874

GERI PHELPS ACCOUNTING Grass Lake (517) 536-4733

GRASS LAKE DENTAL CENTER Grass Lake (517) 522-5018

GREENWOOD ACRES Jackson (517) 522-8600

HANAWALT CLOCK REPAIR Grass Lake (517) 522-5335

HANNEWALD LAMB MARKET Stockbridge (517) 851-4718

HEYDLAUFFS APPLIANCES AND ELECTRONICS Chelsea (734) 475-1221

K & D KITLEY EXCAVATING Munith (517) 596-2186

KAISER EXCAVATING Stockbridge (517) 851-8745

LESSER FARMS & ORCHARD AND THE HAPPY PEASANT Dexter (734) 426-0606

McCLEER, McCLEER, & McCLEER INC, CONSULTING ENGINEERS Gregory (734) 498-2271

MILL POND BREAD Chelsea (734) 475-7088

PATHWAY LANDSCAPE-TODD SCHRAY Grass Lake (517)745-6350

POST HARDWOODS, INC Hamilton (517) 206-0637

RANSOM’S FOOD CENTER Stockbridge (517) 851-7005

REED BARBERING Grass Lake (517) 522-3457

THE RIGHT STEP THERAPY SERVICES Grass Lake (517) 914-0800

SAFETY SYSTEMS INC Jackson (517) 782-9463

SPARTAN BARRICADING INC Holt (517) 694-1500

SSB BANK Stockbridge (517) 851-7733

THE STAGE STOP RESTAURANT Stockbridge (517) 851-7666

STOCKBRIDGE AUTO CARE Stockbridge (517) 851-7047

STOCKBRIDGE AREA AMBULANCE SERVICE Stockbridge (517) 851-7943

THE SUN TIMES NEWS Stockbridge (517) 851-7833

TRACY GRAPHICS Stockbridge (517) 851-7470

WILD SANITATION Stockbridge (517) 851-7695

WATERLOO GARDENS B&B Chelsea (734) 433-1612

WATERLOO HUNT CLUB Chelsea (517) 581-5111

WATERLOO NATURAL HISTORY ASSOCIATION Grass Lake

THOMAS WORTH - PROFESSIONAL SURVEYIOR Jackson (517) 788-9806
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We’re on the web!

www.waterloofarmmuseum.org
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“Cleaning your house while your kids 

are still growing is like shoveling the 

walk before it’s stopped snowing.”   
Mrs. J.B.

WAHS Events for 2013

December 7th & 8th - Christmas on the Farm

Tuesday, December 10th - Close the Farm for Winter

WAHS Board Meetings - held the third Monday, January through November, 7pm. 

Locations TBA


