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Commanders Comments 

Comrades, 

We’re at the end of another year and I hope 
all of you have had a wonderful Christmas 
holiday and looking forward to a happy and 
prosperous New Year. 
 
A lot has happened these past few months 
and the Future Planning Committee, the 
House Committee and the Auxiliary have 
been doing all they can to cut monthly 
expenses for the Post. In addition, Post and 
Auxiliary members are volunteering much 
of their time working the scheduled events, 
up through March 2016 that we must honor. 
 
Since we put the building and land up for 
sale, we have had several organizations, 
companies, the city, the county, and private 
parties show interest and all have been given 
a tour of our facility.  Hopefully, offers from 
these parties will begin coming in soon. We 
will keep Post and Auxiliary members 
briefed at the monthly meetings on progress 
and status of sale of our  
Building and land. 
 
Prior to the Post and Auxiliary meeting on 

Tuesday, January 12, 2016, we will have a 

showing of a DVD featuring the VFW 

National Home for Children.  The     
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showing will be upstairs in the banquet hall, 

and afterwards, the Post and Auxiliary will 

have their monthly meeting.  Hope we have 

a good turnout at this meeting. 

Commander, 

Jack Pettit 

 

 

Post and Auxiliary Rummage 

Sale 

Post & Auxiliary 388 will be having a 
rummage sale on Saturday and Sunday, 
January 9 & 10, 2016. The sale will be held 
in the main upstairs room at the clubhouse 
and will be open from 9:00 am until 4:00pm 
each day. 

If you have any items for the sale, they need 
to be there on the Thursday or Friday before 
the sale. All proceeds will be used for post 
and auxiliary programs. 

 Mark your calendar, stop by and check out 
the goodies. Bring a friend. 

 Help is also needed for the whole event. 

 

 

Welcome Aboard 

Loren Gordon  

Navy – Vietnam – Life Member 

Roger Thielman 

 Army – Kuwait – Life Member 

Dennis Gutowski 

 Navy – Vietnam – Life Reinstate  

Joseph Glatczak 

 Army – Afghanistan – Cont. Transfer 

 from Post #3673 

Welcome to your Post, comrades. 

 

Notice to our annual members 

Annual members, if you haven’t paid your 
dues, please do so to remain a member in 
good standing. Just a reminder that VFW 
National has increased the cost of an annual 
membership from $25 to $35 per year. 

Quartermaster, 

Bernie Gauerke 

 

Auxiliary News 

Hello Sisters, 

As we look backward this year it was a very 
busy one. I want to thank everyone who 
helped out this year on the many projects we 



 

have had. The rummage sales we held have 
been very successful for both the post and 
the auxiliary. We hope to continue into 2016 
with the same success. We can always use 
donations and of course help with these 
sales. 

 

As the New Year comes upon us we will 
have many more new changes to face with 
the coming New Year. As everyone now 
knows the clubhouse is up for sale and once 
that is done we will be looking for a new 
building. For a lot of us change is not an 
easy thing, me included, but hopefully 
things will even out and the change will 
benefit us all. There has been a lot of 
confusion about bingo. We have no plans to 
cancel bingo and we will encourage 
everyone to please help set people straight 
about this and when you hear someone say 
the VFW is closing please let them know it 
is only the restaurant that is closed, the bar 
will remain open on bingo nights and special 
functions. Remember District meeting is 
coming up on the 17th here at our post so I 
would like to see a lot of auxiliary faces 
there. And mid-winter coming in Feb. 
Watch the calendar for all the upcoming 
events. 

If you are not receiving the newsletters 
please let me know so we can get you back 
on the list. 

As winter is upon us please remember those 
who are ill or in need. It only takes a phone 

call or a visit to make someone’s day. Offer 
to take them grocery shopping or simply 
doing their shopping. Remember it’s the 
little things that count the most. 

Thanks to everyone, 

Doreene Partridge 

President 

VFW Burns Post 388 Auxiliary 

 

Notice to Auxiliary Members 

Auxiliary members - Because we are at the 
end of the 2015 year, you should have in 
your possession a 2016 membership card 
keeping you in good standings.  You also 
received a special letter (colored sheet of 
paper) explaining and reminding you of your 
membership dues that need to be paid by the 
end of 2015.  Otherwise, you would have to 
re-join as a new member.  Additional 
Information:  The Ladies National Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Auxiliary as of August 21, 
2015 voted to accept male membership into 
the Auxiliary.  Thus making it “Auxiliary to 
the VFW”, “Ladies” has been deleted for 
our title allowing males to join our 
organization.  If you have a family member 
who is eligible, please consider having them 
become members to support the VFW and 
the VFW Auxiliary.  If you have questions, 
please call Margarete Dahlke at 715-845-
5763.  Comrades, if you have an Auxiliary 
member in your family, please see that they 
receive this notice.  THANK YOU!!! 

Margarete Dahlke 

Auxiliary Treasurer 



 

2016 Buddy Poppy 

Now is the time to be thinking of submitting 
names of girls (and/or possibly boys) ages 8-
13 years old who are daughters (sons), 
granddaughters (grandsons) or great-
granddaughters (great-grandsons) of 
veterans, preferably a VFW family, for the 
VFW Buddy Poppy Prince/Princess.  
National has included male members into 
the Auxiliary, thus making it a possibility of 
a “Prince”.  Listen for further clarification at 
our monthly meetings.  Your nominations 
should be submitted to Dee Dennis, 715-
298-0251, NO LATER THAN our monthly 
meeting on March 8, 2016.  A Princess (or 
Prince) will be decided on at our monthly 
meeting on April 12, 2016 and will be 
crowned at our monthly meeting on May 10, 
2016.  The VFW Buddy Poppy Day will be 
Friday, May 27, 2016.  Please consider 
signing up to distribute the Buddy Poppy 
with me NO LATER THAN May 10, 2016.   

I apologize for not stepping up as Buddy 
Poppy Chairman last year, I had some 
personal issues to overcome. 

Dee Dennis 

VFW Auxiliary Buddy Poppy Chairman 

 

Honor Guard News 

The Honor Guard has decided to hold their 
monthly meetings every other month. Going 
forward the squad will meet on the third 
Tuesday of even numbered months. The 
meetings will still begin at 7:3o pm in the 
Debon-Aires room at the post. 

 

The squad continues to remain busy with 
funerals, flag presentations and teaching flag 
etiquette to area school children. We are 
always looking for new members. If 
interested please contact the Honor Guard 
Commander, Dave Mandli at 715-355-7372. 

 

Corned Beef and Cabbage 
Dinner 

Due to the pending sale of the clubhouse and 
the possibility that the sale might be 
complete by March the Last Mans Club has 
made the decision to not hold the annual 
corned beef dinner this year. Additionally 
we have turned off our large food cooler and 
freezer, making the storage of large amounts 
of food difficult. The Last Mans Club will 
still hold its annual meeting on March 3, 
2016. We will be making decisions 
regarding the future of the corned beef 
dinner at this meeting and we encourage all 
Last Mans members to attend. A letter will 
be mailed shortly to all club members 
detailing this decision. 

 

Website Update 

Recently we changed web hosting 
companies, saving us over $200 per year. 
This necessitated a complete rebuild of the 
post website. This change is currently being 
made and I am adding content as my 
schedule allows. I plan to be finished very 
soon. Please give it a 
look www.vfw388.com  

 

 



 

7 District Mid-Winter Meeting 

We are hosting the mid-winter district 
meeting on Sunday, January 17 2016. The 
VFW meeting will be held in the lower hall 
and the Auxiliary meeting will be in the 
main hall. Roundtable, fellowship and 
registration begins at 10 am. Lunch will be 
served at 12 pm and the meetings resume at 
1:30 pm. Lunch menu will be roast beef, 
mashed potatoes and gravy, vegetable, cole 
slaw, rolls, coffee, milk and dessert.  

Reservations must be made no later than 
January 8, 2016. Cost of meal is $13.00 per 
person. Make checks payable to. 

VFW Burns Post 388 
Attn: District Meeting 
PO Box 388 
Wausau WI 54402-0388 
 
If you have any questions please contact 
Dee Dennis at 715-298-0251 or Jack Pettit 
at 715-571-4780. 
 
 

Events Calendar 

January 

6  Post Bingo 

9-10  Rummage Sale 

12  Post / Auxiliary meetings 7:30 pm 

13  Auxiliary Bingo 

17  District 7  meeting 

20  Post Bingo 

27  Auxiliary Bingo 

February 

3  Post Bingo 

9  Post / Auxiliary meetings 

10  Auxiliary Bingo 

16  Honor Guard meeting 

17  Post Bingo 

24  Auxiliary Bingo  

March 

2  Post Bingo 

8  Post / Auxiliary meetings 

9  Auxiliary Bingo 

16  Post Bingo 

23  Auxiliary Bingo 

30  Post Bingo 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 



NAME  EMAIL 

ADDRESS 

DATES OF SERVICE  to  DATE OF BIRTH    PHONE  

Street      City   State  Zip

First  Middle Initial  Last

ANNUAL MEMBER

LIFE MEMBER

LIFE MEMBER INSTALLMENT PLAN

I authorize the VFW to automatically charge my account $  on a yearly basis to pay my Annual membership dues.

I authorize the VFW to charge my account a one-time payment of $ 

I authorize the VFW to charge my account a one-time payment of $ 

I authorize the VFW to automatically charge my account $  to be paid in 11 monthly installment payments after my initial payment of $45.00.

I authorize the VFW to automatically charge the $45.00 initial payment and I understand that I will be billed for the remaining 11 monthly installment payments.

Payment Authorization - You may pay by check or credit card. For payments by check, you will receive a yearly statement by mail. For credit card payments, please complete the following:

EXP. DATE     AMOUNT $    Signature:  

VFW MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Applicants Signature & Date

MM / YY MM / YY DD / MM / YYYY

The review committee has performed its duties and recommends           approval,        rejection.

Committee Member Committee Member Committee Member

WW II

OCCUPATIONAL SERVICE

KOREAN SERVICE (1950-1954)

KOREA DUTY (1955 - present)

VIETNAM SERVICE

DESERT SHIELD/STORM

BOSNIA/KOSOVO

GLOBAL WAR ON TERRORISM EXPEDITIONARY

AFGHANISTAN (2001 - present)

IRAQ (2003 -2011)

SSBN DETERRENT PATROL INSIGNIA

EXPEDITIONARY OPERATIONS

HOSTILE FIRE/IMMINENT DANGER PAY

Dates

Location

QUALIFYING FOREIGN SERVICE:

MILITARY SERVICE

     

18-30 Years Old     $425.00       $38.64

31-40 Years Old     $410.00       $37.27

41-50 Years Old     $375.00       $34.09

51-60 Years Old     $335.00       $30.45

61-70 Years Old     $290.00       $26.36

71-80 Years Old     $225.00       $20.45

81 Years & Over    $170.00       $15.45

One-Time
 Payment

Life Member Options
$45 + 11

Payments of

 ARMY           NAVY            AIR FORCE         MARINES         COAST GUARDACTIVE DUTY          VETERAN         NAT. GUARD/RESERVE

MALE

FEMALE

(Please print)

NEW     Post #       FORMER MEMBER #

TRANSFER from Post #  State  to Post # 

RECRUITER  ID# 

QUARTERMASTER (Signature) 

CLEAR FORM

Credit Card #
(Mastercard, Visa, Discover or Amex only)

BRANCH OF SERVICE

Automatic Payment Plan Terms and Conditions:  You authorize the VFW to initiate electronic debit entries or affect a charge by any other commercially accepted practice to your account set 
forth above for the payment of dues reflected on this application.  You understand such charges may be made within 2-3 business days of payment due date.  For installment payments, charges will 
be made on or around the 1st or the 15th day of the month.  This authorization will remain in full force until VFW has received notification from you of its termination or upon completion of the 
installment payments.  Annual dues are subject to change.  By completing this authorization, you acknowledge that you will only receive notice when the payment would differ by more than $10.00 
from the most recent payment.  Call VFW Customer Service at 1-800-963-3180 or write to VFW at VFW P.O. Box 119028, Kansas City, MO.  64171 to inquire about or cancel a payment, or to 
report problems such as bank closures, lost or stolen account numbers, closed accounts or unauthorized transactions.  Cancellation requests must be received no later than 11:59 p.m. Central Time 
ten business days prior to the scheduled payment date.  If you are unaware of the charge date for your account, please contact VFW.  If a payment is returned by your financial institution (e.g., due 
to insufficient funds, incorrect account information, closed account, etc.) the VFW will contact you at the address we have on file for you, explaining why the payment could not be processed, and 
providing alternate payment options.  The privilege of making payments under this agreement may be revoked by VFW if any item is not paid upon presentation.  You may have additional rights 
and responsibilities under the Electronic Funds Transfer Act.

Life Membership Installment Plan Terms and Conditions:  The VFW Life Membership installment plan allows any VFW member/applicant to purchase a Life Membership by making an ini-
tial payment of $45.00 and (11) monthly payments.  The member will be issued an Annual membership card at the time of enrollment.  The member may elect to receive a monthly statement by 
mail or may set up a payment profile to make the monthly payment automatically using a credit/debit card or bank account.  A payoff amount will be printed on each monthly invoice, allowing 
the member the option to pay in full.  A permanent Life Membership card will be issued upon the completion of payments.  The Life Membership fee is determined from the schedule using the 
applicant’s age on December 31 of the year in which the application is submitted.

Delinquencies will be handled as follows: Up to 30 days - continue to bill, 31 to 120 days - delinquency can be corrected through make up payment(s) or plan end date pushed forward, 
More than 120 days - member is dropped from the Installment Plan, all monthly payments made to date, are applied to future years annual dues.

VFW PLEDGE  I do, of my own free will and accord, solemnly promise and declare that:
I will bear true allegiance -- to the Constitution of the United States of America -- and I will always be loyal thereto. I do further solemnly promise and declare -- that I will comply with the Con-
gressional Charter -- By-Laws and Ritual of this order -- and I will always be loyal thereto -- that I will never wrong or defraud this organization -- nor a member thereof -- nor permit any wrong 
to be done to either -- if in my power to prevent it. I will never propose for membership -- any person not eligible -- nor one whom I know to be unworthy. I will never make known to anyone 
-- not authorized to receive it -- any of the work of this order. Should my affiliation -- with the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States --cease in any way -- I will consider this pledge -- as 
binding outside of the order -- as though I had remained a member of same. All this I promise and pledge -- upon the honor of a true comrade -- and a citizen of our great republic.

I attest that I am a citizen of the United States, that my Campaign Service was honorable, that I have never subsequently been discharged from military service under dishonorable conditions. 
I also certify that (1) I am entitled to a campaign ribbon or medal authorized by the U.S. Government based on my overseas service or; (2) I have served overseas in Korea or; I have received 
Imminent Danger/Hostile Fire pay. I further give authority to the Veterans of Foreign Wars to verify honorable overseas service entitling me to membership.

AGE as of
DECEMBER 31st

$1.98 of your membership dues goes towards your VFW magazine subscription.



 

MEMBER/TRANSFER APPLICATION        PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY Recruited by: _________________________   VFW Auxiliary HQ REVISED 8‐15

Auxiliary No. _________ City ___________________________ State ________   Member ID (If already a member) __________________
    Annual Membership          Life        Rejoined Previous Member No. ___________________, Previous Auxiliary _________ 
    Member‐at‐Large                Life Member‐at‐Large in Department of ___________ or in     National 

Name ______________________________________________________________  Date of Birth _____/ _____/________
Address ____________________________________________________________________  Male _____  or Female _____ 
City _______________________________________________________________ State _________ ZIP ________________
Phone ( ______) __________‐_______________  E‐mail ______________________________________________________ 

    POST AFFILIATED:   (*Must be a member to the VFW Post affiliated with the Auxiliary to which you are applying.) 
Relationship ________________ to Eligible Veteran* _____________________________ VFW Membership ID _________ 
     NON AFFILIATED:    (*Veteran is not a member of the VFW Post affiliated with the Auxiliary to which you are applying.) 
Relationship ________________ to Eligible Veteran* _____________________________ VFW Post _________ (If applicable) 

    LIFE MEMBER TRANSFER, Previous Auxiliary _______________ (Note: Eligibility proof and investigating committee not needed.) 
Accepting Treasurer’s Signature ___________________________________   Date _______________________ 
     ANNUAL TRANSFER, Previous Auxiliary ______________ Paying _____ or Nonpaying_____? (check one) 
     ANNUAL TRANSFER CONVERTING TO LIFE, Previous Auxiliary ____________  (Fill out Life Membership information below.) 

Name of campaign ribbons or medals: __________________________________________________________________ 
Foreign Service ____/_____/____ to ____/____/____ Location: ______________________________________________ 
 
I attest that I am a citizen of the United States or a U.S. National, and am at least 16 years of age. I further state that I believe in God. I pledge to 
comply with the National Bylaws of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States Auxiliary. I attest I am not eligible for membership in the VFW. I 
further state that the above is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 
Applicant’s Signature ____________________________ Date _____________ 
Investigating Committee: 1) ________________________ 2) ____________________________ 3) __________________________ 
Per Section 102 of the National Bylaws.       Rejected    Election Date______________  Obligated Date_______________ 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP          Check here if this is a gift. Card 
will be mailed to the Auxiliary Treasurer 

Payment:        Cash        Check        Visa   

      Mastercard       Discover    
Life Membership Fee $__________ 

Name on credit card ______________________________ 
 
Billing address for card ____________________________ 
 
City _____________________ State _______ ZIP _______ 
 
C. C. # __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 
CVV Code __ __ __  Exp. _____/______ 
_________________________________  ____________ 
Signature                                                                    Date 

OBLIGATION 
In the presence of Almighty God and the members of this organization here assembled, I do of my own free will and accord, solemnly promise that I will never wrong or 
defraud this organization nor a member thereof nor permit either to be wronged if in my power to prevent it. I will never propose for membership any person not eligible, 
according to our Bylaws. I further state that I believe in God. I will be faithful to the United States of America, obedient to the laws and loyal to the Flag. Should my 
membership with this organization cease in any way, I will consider this obligation as binding outside of the organization as though I had remained a member. I do so 
promise.  Signature ______________________________________________         (Must be signed by all members.) 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP FEES
Attained age at 12/31 of year 
applying for Life Membership. 
Through 20      $220 
21‐25                $210 
26‐30                $200 
31‐35                $190 
36‐40                $185 
41‐45                $175 
46‐50                $170 
51‐55                $160 
56‐60                $150 
61‐65                $140 
66‐70                $130 
71‐75                $115 
76‐80                  $95 
81‐85                  $75 
86‐90                  $60 
91 and over       $50

 ACH (Bank withdrawal) 

Name of Bank _________________________ 
Bank Routing No. __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 
Account No. ___________________________ 

Attach voided check HERE. (Required) 

 

These 
fields 

required. 


