
 

 

 

Wharton Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture Board Agenda  

8 a.m. Wednesday, Feb. 24, 2016 

Chamber Office, 225 N. Richmond Road, Wharton, TX  

Consider action on the following: 

 

1. A. Call to order        B. Pledge        C. Invocation.      D. Recognition of Guests 

 

2. Minutes 

      

3. Financial Report 

 

4. Membership: 

 A. Membership Applications  

B. Membership Aging Report 

C. Referral Report 

D. Dropped Report 

 

5. Banquet Planning 

The 97
th

 Annual Chamber banquet is scheduled for Thursday, March 10. As we prepare this 

agenda, we are just within reach of reaching our sponsorship goals. The deadline to sell 

tickets/tables is March 6. This is our last board meeting before the banquet. 

 

6. Casino Night contract 

The Chamber Ambassadors are planning their Casino Night for Friday, May 6, at the Wharton 

Civic Center. We included this event in our 2016 fiscal-year operating budget. Vicki Hicks, the 

chair of the ambassadors, has been invited to this board meeting to make a presentation. She is 

asking you to approve a contract with Best Houston Casino Parties for a Grand Casino Package 

in the amount of $3,900. The chamber’s operating account gains all revenue and incurs all 

expenses. 

 

7. Golf  Tournament 

Recap, Debrief 

 

8. Next luncheon 

Presentation and discussion of topic, speaker and the possibility of having El Campo Chamber 

participate. 

 

9. Committee Reports: 

 A. Membership 

 B. Tourism 

 C. Operations 

 

10. Other reports: 

 A. Executive Director 

 B. Ambassadors 

 C. Electric Coalition 

 D. Website Analytics 

 

11. Other Matters 

 

12. Adjourn 
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Wharton Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture Board of Directors 

Minutes January 27, 2016 Meeting 

 

 

 

Board Members Present:, Abby King, Landon McClain, Phil Stephenson, I.O. Coleman Jr., Carol Wootton, 

Zina Carter, Dr. David Tripulas, and Bill Wallace 

Board Members Absent: Jessica Clemons, Marshall Francis, James Perez, and Debbie Folks 

Advisory Board Member Present:  Leroy Dettling  

Staff Members and Guests Present:  Makyla Monroe, Kim Peikert, and Ron Sanders 

************************************************************************************ 

 

1. Call to Order:  Abby King called the meeting to order at 8:05 a.m., led the pledge of allegiance and 

recognized the guests in attendance. Landon McClain said the invocation.  

 

2. Minutes: Phil Stephenson made a motion to accept the December 16, 2015 minutes. Landon McClain 

seconded.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 

3.  Financial Report: I.O. Coleman, Jr. made a motion to accept the financials for December 2015 and Bill 

Wallace seconded. The motion was approved unanimously.  

 

4. Membership: Membership Applications are: Dragonfly Café, and Logan Giesie. Carol Wootton made a 

motion to approve all new members. I.O. Coleman, Jr. seconded.  The membership applications were 

unanimously approved.  

 

5. Banquet: The 97
th

 Annual Chamber Banquet is scheduled for Thursday, March 10. The theme for this years 

banquet is Together for Tomorrow. The invitations will be mailed out late this week. The board went over the 

sponsorship list and signed up to ask different businesses for sponsorships.  

 

6.) Golf Tournament: The Chamber Golf Tournament will be Saturday, February 6. We need all the volunteers 

that we can get and will need board assistance. Dr. Tripulas has volunteered to bring his truck to the Chamber to 

help load everything up and get it to the County Club.  

  

7.) Committee Reports:  

A.) Membership – Gave update during the Banquet Meeting recap. 

B.) Tourism – None 

C.) Operations - None 

 

8.) Other Events: Ron stated that he went to Destinations Galore with Kim and that it was a great turn out and 

they gave out lots of material on Wharton. The Fire Inspector came and inspected the building. The inspection 

went ok there are just a few things that have to be done. The exit doors have to be fixed and made to open. A 

capital campaign was discussed over the next 3 years to raise money to complete the renovation of this building. 

David Bucek Jr. will be consulted on this project. The Ambassador Casino night will be on May 6. The next 

Lunch and Learn will be in late March or early April and we are still looking for a topic.   

 

9. Other Matters: The Wharton County Job Fair will be on Tuesday, February 9 from 9:30-2:30. The East 

Wharton County Crime Stoppers Dance is on February 13 at the Crescent Hall. The Pilot Club Chili Supper is 

tonight at the Wharton Civic Center from 5:00-7:00.  
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10.) Adjourn: 8:53 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,     Approved: 

____________________________    __________________________ 

Kim Peikert       Abby King 

Secretary of the Board     Chairman of the Board 

               

        ___________________________ 

        Date 











































Best Houston Casino Parties
6968 Howell-Sugarland Rd. -  Houston, TX 77083

 (713) 541 1000 Office (832) 645 7232 Fax

Contract  

Client: Wharton Chamber of Commerce Event Date: Friday, May 06, 2016

Contact: Makyla Monroe Guest Count: 200

Address: 225 N. Richmond Road

 979-532-1862 

Location: Wharton Civic Center

1924 N Fulton St, Wharton, TX 77488

Cell 979-453-0990 Set Up Time: 2:30pm

Deal Time: 5:30-8:30pm Be ready by 5:00pm

Email: finance@whartonchamber.com Acct. Mgr Katherine 02/10/2016

Total 

$3,900.00

$3,900.00

$1,950.00 

This contract (the "Contract") is between Best Houston Casino Parties (thereafter referred to as PLANNER) and 

Wharton Chamber Commerce   (Hereto referred to as CLIENT)

Items

Grand Casino Package
(10) Blackjack Tables (2) Texas Holdem Poker (2) Roulette Tables (1) 3 

card Poker and (1) Large Craps Tables with Dealers wiith dealer from 

5:30-8:30pm  With Accessories, chips, Raffle Tickets, Vouchers, And 

Raffle Box. Inclusive of delivery, setup, and tax.

IV. CANCELLATION

            (a) Should the PLANNER cancel his or her services for any reason other than the Force Majeure as described in Paragraph V., the 

CLIENT shall receive a refund of all pre-paid fees, less any expenses incurred on behalf of the event.  PLANNER reserves the rights to 

cancel this Contract within the first 72 hours after the execution of this Contract; in the event PLANNER cancel this Contract within the first 

72 hours, then the CLIENT's deposit will be fully refunded. Should the CLIENT cancel the event, the following payments shall be due to the 

PLANNER: 

      o Cancellation between 72 hours after signing-45 days before the event: 

Total Cost 

I. TERMS AND CONDITIONS

Renter liable for the equipment while the equipment is being leased on the premise that the event is being held at. Any missing or damage 

equipment may result in additional charges. Deposit is non-refundable if the date and time is changed. Any additional changes to the contract 

after it is signed may result in additional charges. 

II. CLIENT agrees to provide

       o One Individual to serve as the decision maker for the PLANNER (Contact).

       o Decisions and items on a timely manner.

III.  PAYMENT TERMS

The CLIENT agrees to provide payment for the services described. This payment shall be remitted to the PLANNER according to the 

following schedule: **{Delinquent accounts - PLANNER reserves the right to assess finance charges on any amount unpaid when due at an 

interest rate of 5% per month or the maximum rate permitted by law, whichever is less.}**

    o Non-refundable deposit of 50% of total upon signing and Final Balance Due two week prior to the event.



$2,925.00 

HUB Certified VID# 2450933236700 Vendor #32646

          (b) CLIENT acknowledges that if he/she cancels or otherwise essentially abandons their planned use of the services PLANNER agrees 

to provide (a "Cancellation"), this action would constitute a breach of CLENT's obligation to PLANNER and PLANNER would be harmed.  

Because PLANNER contracts out services and subsequently must sign contracts on behalf of the CLIENT it is likely that any cancellation 

would result in fees incurred by PLANNER as a result of vendor's services for CLIENT's particular date and time.  Because PLANNER's 

harm is likely to increase if there is a delay in notification of any cancellation, CLIENT agrees to notify Best Houston Casino Parties, in 

writing, within (5) business days of decision to cancel.  

          (c) Should the time between the execution of this contract and the actual event date be within a 30 day time span, PLANNER is 

unlikely to resell the services of a contracted vendor in the event of a Cancellation.  Therefore CLIENT agrees to pay damages in the amount 

of 90% of the total contract provided that CLIENT timely notifies PLANNER of the 

Cancellation and timely pays the above damages, PLANNER agrees not to seek additional damages

 from CLIENT relating to the Cancellation. Such amount is agreed not to constitute a penalty.         

Planner Date

      o Cancellation less than 45 days before the event: 

          (d) CLIENT acknowledges that any of  conduct or activities which violates the governmental regulations, ordinance or law would 

threaten the potential liabilities of the PLANNER and therefore is grounds, within the sole and absolute discretion of the PLANNER, for 

terminating this Contract or its services immediately without notice and without a refund to the CLIENT.                                                                                                                               

V. FORCE MAJEURE

The performance of this Agreement is subject to acts of God, war, government regulations, terrorism, disaster, strikes (except those involving 

the employees of f agents of the party seeking the protection of this clause), civil disorder, or curtailment of transportation facilities, or any 

emergency beyond the parties' control, that would make it illegal or impossible to perform the obligations under this Agreement.

VI. ACCEPTANCE OF FULL AGREEMENT

This Contract constitutes the full agreement. Any changes to the agreement must be approved by PLANNER and CLIENT. 

VII. CONTRACT AS OFFER                                                                                                                                                                       The 

execution of this Contract by the first party constitutes an offer to accept or provide the event planning services as described in the Contract.  

Unless the other party accepts the offer by 5:00 p.m., Houston Time on 2/27/2016 the offer will lapse and become null and void.                                                                                                                               

VIII. EFFECTIVE DATE  The effective date of this Contract for the purpose of performance of all obligations is upon the date all parties 

execute this Contract. 

** PLANNER reserves the right to cancel this Contract at any time, with or without notice, in the event that any term, condition or promise 

in this Contract has been or is being violated.  In such event, there will be NO reimbursement or credit towards any fee previously paid or 

any fee still owing.**    By signing below, CLIENT acknowledges and accepts all services proposed above, including terms and conditions.  

The Signature below is that of an authorized representative of CLIENT, which makes CLIENT solely responsible for all terms and conditions 

stated above.

Client Date



Contact Jason O’Krent for no cost, no obligation quotes:
(888) 822-9090 x104

jason.okrent@nrg.com 

Shopping for Electricity Contracts
Turning You Off?

Our chamber purchasing group is the easiest way to get the lowest energy bids from 

competing providers

We have partnered with a reputable, 

experienced, energy broker, NRG SimplySmart 

Solutions, who can help you compare bids from 

multiple providers and ensure you have the best 

product on the market.

Complete and return the attached “Easyforms” along with your 

commercial electricity bills and SimplySmart Solutions will contact 

you with the results.

There is no cost or obligation to get a comparison to your current rate!

Have our exclusive electricity 

broker work for you!

Join the other 54 Wharton 

area members in the Electric 

Coalition

Brought to you by:

Contact NRG SimplySmart for no cost, no obligation quotes:
(888) 822-9090

SimplySmartBrokers@nrg.com



     If you have any questions, please call (888) 822-9090 

 

Save money on your
electricity bills!

EasyForms

Just Follow These 3 Steps...

1.  Fill in the BOTTOM SECTION of the Letter of Authorization. 

the form.

2.  Complete the Customer Information Form. 

 

3.  Locate 2 recent electricity bills for each account. 

EMAIL or FAX both forms (and your bills) to:
SimplySmartBrokers@NRG.com

or

(512) 322-0884

 



 

 

(Name, printed) 
 

(Title) 
 

(Company) (Signature) 
 

(Billing Street)  
 

(City, State, Zip)  

(Email Address) (Telephone Number) 

ESI ID Number (found on bill) 

 

LETTER OF AUTHORIZATION FOR THE 

REQUEST OF HISTORICAL USAGE INFORMATION
 

   
 

                                        Date:                                                                                              Expiration Date: 
 

LIST TDU (Check TDUs that apply to request)
 

Oncor 
 

CenterPoint 
 

Sharyland

AEP TNMP                                            Nueces Electric Co-Op
 

 

Please  accept this letter as a formal request and authorization for the  above  referenced 

Distribution Company (TDU) to release energy usage data, including kWh, kVA or KW, and interval data 

(if applicable) at the following location(s) to NRG SimplySmart. This information request shall be 

limited to no more than the most recent 12-month period of service. 
 

If an attachment is used, please use a separate attachment per TDSP with ESI IDs that are specific to a 

TDSP. TDSP will reject if ESI IDs are submitted that are not associated with their territory. 

 

                                       Service Address 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please forward usage and load information in electronic (Microsoft Excel) format 

SimplySmartBrokers@NRG.com 

 
 

AUTHORIZATION 
 

I affirm that I have the authority to make and sign this request on behalf of my company for all ESI IDs 

that are associated with this request. 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

Customer Information Form 
 
 

Legal Name of Your Company or Organization 

 
 

Name of Person Who Will Make the Decision and Sign the Contract 

 

Telephone:  Cell:

Email Address:       Fax:  

 
Do you prefer to receive printed information by email or fax?                  Email                               Fax 

 

Who is your current electricity provider?  

 

Are you currently under a contract?                                    Yes                            No 

                                                (If you are not certain, please contact your current provider.  The telephone number is on your bill) 
 

 
If “yes”, when does your current contract expire?   

 (If you are not certain, please contact your current provider for the EXACT date. The telephone number is on your bill) 

 

                             Tax ID Number:                                                                                                                                           Is your organization tax exempt?               Yes               No 

 
 
 
You are a current member in good standing of the __________________________________________ Chamber of 
Commerce. 
 
 
 
“NRG SimplySmart will abide by all Public Utility Commission of Texas rules and be paid by the chosen Retail Electric Provider. The 
contract is between the member and the Retail Electric Provider they choose as a result of this process. Neither the Chamber nor NRG 
SimplySmart assumes any liability as a result of the contract.” 

 
 

Representation Agreement 

 
I authorize NRG SimplySmart to act as my exclusive broker and present a complete comparison  
of competitive offers from multiple Retail Electric Providers. 
 

 

 
By:   

(Signature)                                                                             (Printed Name) 

 

Title:                                                                                                   Date: 

 

 

Company or Organization:  
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The Chamber Members listed below have accepted contracts.

Estimated Chamber income from signed contracts: 111,183.13$    

Total paid to date: 87,541.44$      

List of Chamber Members:

Quickfit Women's Fitness Center & Tanning

Prudentia, Inc.

Northington Ranch Corp.

Iago Federated Church

Insurance Net

K-Mana, LLC

Lamberti USA, Inc.

Miss Hattie's Place

Mid-Coast Title Co. Inc.

St. John's Lutheran Church - Wharton

State Farm - Hank Hall

South Texas Medical Clinic

Schulz Insurance Agency

Roberson A/C & Refrigeration

The Flower Shoppe

The Courtyard Brasserie, LLC

Tec-Tronic Systems, Inc. (dba) Radio Shack

Stephen J. Ringel, MD, PA

St. Thomas Episcopal Church

Holy Family Catholic Church

Hungerford CO-OP Therapy Solutions 4 U, PLLC

The Plaza Theatre, Inc.

The Glen Flora Company, LLC

Faust/Krueger

Fibber's Cafe

First Baptist Church of Wharton

First Presbyterian Church

Grand Buffett

Dobbins & Sheek, CPA's, PLLC

Don Elliott Chevrolet, Inc. (dba) Don Elliott 

Autoworld

Dorian Tool International

Edward Jones Investments - Randy Michael

Faust Air Conditioning & Heating

Charles Chambers Insurance

Coastal Title Company

Coastal Warehouse, Ltd.

Community Theatre of Wharton (Footeliters)

Deborah A. Cenko (dba) K & D Design

Barbee Services Inc.

Boys & Girls Club of Wharton

Caney Creek Church

Caney Creek Lodge

Caney Valley Cotton Company

WHARTON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Aggregation Report

12/31/2015

New Client Contract expired; no renewal
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Wharton Chamber of Commerce

Weather Guard Roofing & Guttering Co.

Wadler Perches & Hundl  

 

 

Wharton Funeral Home

Wharton Feed & Supply

Wharton County Stray Pet Outreach Team

Wharton County Interfaith Coalition

Wharton Country Club

 

Wharton Veterinary Clinic

Wharton Tractor Co.

Wharton Knights of Columbus

Wharton Journal Spectator

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Your New Electric Coalition Members By Quarter                                              

1st Qtr 2nd Qtr 3rd Qtr 4th Qtr

2003 0 0 0 3

2004 5 2 6 0

2005 0 0 0 5

2006 7 3 1 4

2007 0 0 0 0

2008 1 1 0 2

2009 0 0 2 0

2010 0 1 1 1

2011 0 0 1 1

2012 0 1 0 0

2013 2 0 1 0

2014 0 0 3 0

2015 1 1 0 0
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MEMBERS CAN CAPTIALIZE ON LOW RATES. 

SAVE MONEY ON YOUR ELECTRICITY BILLS 
 
 What’s going on with electricity prices?   
 

You know that we have had huge increases in the production of natural gas.  Electricity prices have been at 
their lowest levels in a long time because the majority of electricity in Texas is produced with natural gas. 
 

Get a new contract now! 
 

As you can see the natural gas prices are still extremely low. However, the prices may begin to move higher 
as we get closer to summer temperatures. Act now if your contract expires any time in the next 12 months! 
 

 
How can the Chamber help? 
 

The ELECTRIC COALITION brings our members the services of a professional energy consultant, without the 
usual obligations or upfront fees. It helps save time and allows members to get the most competitive electricity 
rates for their business, church or organization. 
 

NRG SimplySmart Solutions, manages the Electric Coalition for our Chamber and many other chambers 
across the state.  They are knowledgeable in the industry, consult with cities, utilities and regulatory bodies. 
 

As a fellow Chamber member, NRG SimplySmart Solutions will take a look at your current electricity service, 
share their knowledge of current market conditions and trends, and offer their best advice for your particular 
situation. You are not obligated to accept any offer. 
 
Please fill in below, and fax this page back to 512-322-0884 or email to simplysmartbrokers@nrg.com.   

 
Please have our independent electricity experts contact me to explain how the Electric 
Coalition may help save money and answer any questions I may have. 

 

____________________________________     _____________________________________ 
     Print Your Name                                                            Phone number 
 

____________________________________     _____________________________________ 

Print Business/Organization Name                                  Email Address 
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Demographics: Overview

58.87% of total sessions 61.13% of total sessions

Key Metric:

Age Gender

1824 2534 3544 4554 5564 65+
0%

8%

15%

22%

30% female male

38.3%

61.7%
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All Sessions
100.00%



Go to this reportWharton Chamber  http://www.wharto…
All Web Site Data

Jan 22, 2016  Feb 21, 2016Location
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City

Rows 1  10 of 88

Map Overlay

Summary

Acquisition Behavior Conversions

Sessions % New Sessions New Users Bounce Rate Pages /
Session

Avg. Session
Duration

Goal
Conversion
Rate

Goal
Completions Goal Value

768
% of Total:

78.77% (975)

69.66%
Avg for View:

73.13% (4.74%)

535
% of Total:

75.04% (713)

61.85%
Avg for View:

63.90% (3.21%)

1.89
Avg for View:
1.85 (2.18%)

00:01:27
Avg for View:

00:01:18 (11.04%)

0.00%
Avg for View:

0.00% (0.00%)

0
% of Total:
0.00% (0)

$0.00
% of Total:

0.00% ($0.00)

1. Houston 227 (29.56%) 78.85% 179 (33.46%) 62.11% 1.91 00:01:13 0.00% 0 (0.00%) $0.00 (0.00%)

2. Bay City 95 (12.37%) 41.05% 39 (7.29%) 61.05% 1.97 00:01:58 0.00% 0 (0.00%) $0.00 (0.00%)

3. Wharton 79 (10.29%) 44.30% 35 (6.54%) 64.56% 1.71 00:01:19 0.00% 0 (0.00%) $0.00 (0.00%)

4. Rosenberg 59 (7.68%) 66.10% 39 (7.29%) 67.80% 1.81 00:00:40 0.00% 0 (0.00%) $0.00 (0.00%)

5. El Campo 29 (3.78%) 72.41% 21 (3.93%) 62.07% 1.66 00:00:45 0.00% 0 (0.00%) $0.00 (0.00%)

6. Austin 26 (3.39%) 92.31% 24 (4.49%) 53.85% 2.15 00:01:22 0.00% 0 (0.00%) $0.00 (0.00%)

7. San
Antonio 23 (2.99%) 82.61% 19 (3.55%) 73.91% 1.91 00:02:08 0.00% 0 (0.00%) $0.00 (0.00%)

8. Dallas 14 (1.82%) 71.43% 10 (1.87%) 71.43% 1.36 00:00:32 0.00% 0 (0.00%) $0.00 (0.00%)

9. Sugar
Land 12 (1.56%) 75.00% 9 (1.68%) 41.67% 2.50 00:01:51 0.00% 0 (0.00%) $0.00 (0.00%)

10. Galveston 11 (1.43%) 72.73% 8 (1.50%) 45.45% 2.00 00:00:55 0.00% 0 (0.00%) $0.00 (0.00%)

111 227227227

All Sessions
78.77%
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Employer No.	of	Job	Seeker	

Avalon	Place	Wharton 31

Bethany	Home	Health

C	S	Nutrients

Chemical	Incorporated 70

City	Of	Wharton 28

Dennys 18

El	Campo	Aquatic	Center 12

Fort	Bend	County 79

Great	Oaks	Recovery	Ctr. 38

Greenleaf	Nursery	Company 58

H	&	M	Electric 50

Hire	Resources	Staffing 29

Hopewell	Staffing 59

J-M	Eagle 36

K-Mana	LLC

KULP	Radio

Leedo	Cabentry

Marines

Memorial	Herman	Health	Systems 38

S.P.J.S.T.	Senior	Living 13

Strouhal	Tire 10

Tenaris	Bay	City 82

Texana	center 57

Texas	Agri-Life	Extension 15

Texas	State	Technical	College 43

Texasgulf	FCU

Tree	Town	USA 43

US	Arny	Recruiting	Center 17

US	Dept.	of	Labor	and	Veterans	Adm. 13

USDA	Rural	Development	 37

WCA	America 22

WCJC	HR	Department 43

WGU	Texas

Wharton	Chamber	Of	Commerce

Wharton	Co.	Sheriffs	Office

Wharton	Dialysis	Care 21

Wharton	ISD 19

Workforce	Solutions 48

Transaction	Ready	 21

STP-NOC 40

S.O. 21

DPS 53

Phillips	and	Jordan 44

Boys	and	Girls 16



Houston	Police	Department 8


