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The Honey Bee

Bees are very important to the environment as
they pollinate many plants.

There are three types of bees, workers, drones and
the queen.

Worker bees clean, defend and repair the hive. They build the comb 
from wax and gather nectar, pollen and water.

All worker bees are female. They are busy little creatures, hence the 
saying ‘as busy as a bee’.

The worker bee only lives for about six weeks.

The drones are the male bees. They are larger than the female bees.

The drones only job is to mate with a queen bee from any hive. Once 
they have mated with a queen bee they die.

The queen bees job is to lay eggs. She can lay up to twelve hundred 
eggs a day and is cared for by the worker bees. The queen bee lives 
for about two years.  
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The Honey Bee Questions

   1) Why are bees important to the environment?

      _____________________________________________________

   2) Name three things that worker bees do:

      _____________________________________________________

   3) What sex are worker bees? _______________________________

   4) What do you think is meant by ‘as busy as a bee?’

      _____________________________________________________

   5) What sex are drones? ___________________________________

   6) What happens to the drone bees once they have mated?

      _____________________________________________________

   7) How long does a queen bee live? _____________________________
 
   8) Which type of bee looks after the queen? _____________________

   9) What do we call a bee’s home? ______________________________

  10) How long do worker bees usually live? ________________________

   11) How many eggs can a queen bee lay in a day? ___________________

  12) Is a bee an insect? ______________________________________



 Name:          Subject: Year 4 Literacy
  Date:              Unit: Text

© Primary Leap Ltd. 2008

Score

04-02-06-010-s

The Honey Bee

   P        H        R        R        C        L
  O        O        B        S       E        K

  H        L        N       O        J       W
  U        L        E        V        S        P

  O        I        E        Y        D        O
  Y       W       N       B        S        O

  N       U        G       A        E        R
  H        Y       C        H        E        L

  E        P        G        L        I        K
  S        V        A        Y        V        L

  Y        T        Q        J        X        E
  R        I       U        D       Z        I

 W       S       N        E        F        R
  C        U        G        E        M        N

  A        E        P        L        N        T
  F        L        R        X        B       A

  D        H        L        L        C        M
  R        S        A        U        S       T

  K        O        T        Y        I        V       
  H        N        F        S        T        E 

  J        K        E        R        L        A 

POLLEN

DRONE

HONEYBEE

CELL

EGG

POLLINATE

WORKER

HONEY

QUEEN

ROYAL JELLY

HIVE

23


