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is no better time for getting

outside and reconnect- ummer is a great time to get out and explore new places. The staff at Sandy Creek
ing with nature. Take a Nature Center wanted to share a few locations that they enjoy
hike, breathe fresh air, and visiting to inspire your summer trips.
escape from the stress-
ful tasks of everyday life.
Celebrate National Trails ik e not
. . o Vgt o N

i?\oy o JuneI 4" by hik- one, o ™ fovorite V\(ic’@j“\:\@ﬁown \llley.

g and exploring trails in n VQJOV\@ ol 0
county, state, and national lenowin 10 1 \’(;agh\%rs, NC. Known
parks. Trails allow us access ek oufede ¢ Hris 000+ aore
to the natural world that wogomite OF 06‘» e 9@0’@0‘*\“'
we might otherwise miss. Aionol Sores il loxs ofFering
A great deal of work goes " N ghaped NP e f0ces:

into keeping our trails main-
tained, so be sure to thank
local volunteers for all they
do to preserve these paths.

What's the Buzz?

As it warms up, you may
begin to notice a low

hum in the air that wasn't
present during the colder
months. That's the sound of
the bumble bees returning
for summer. Only queen
bumble bees survive the
winter through hiber-
nation. When
temperatures
heat up, they
emerge and be-
gin establishing their
new nests. So keep
your ears open for the buzz
of the new summer bees.
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SANDY CREEK

Nature Center
205 Old Commerce Road
Athens, GA 30607
706-613-3615
www.athensclarkecounty.com/
sandycreeknaturecenter
Located off Commerce Road,
441 North, 1/2 mile north of the
Athens bypass, on the left

Hours of Operation

8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m
Tuesday ~ Saturday
Building closed Sunday & Monday
Trails open daily sunrise to sunset

Nature Center Staff

Randy Smith, Facility Supervisor
Kate Mowbray, Naturalist
Michelle Cash, Naturalist

Carmen Champagne, Program Leader
Rhonda Smith, Recreation Assistant
Breanna Walker, Intern
David Subers, Intern
Connor White, Park Assistant

Sandy Creek
Nature Center Inc.

The Board of Directors meets on the
first Monday of each month
(except holidays).

The public is welcome.

For more information about
SCNC, Inc. contact:

Katie Eckardt, Assistant to the Board
scncinc@gmail.com
To submit contributions
to the Hyla, contact:

Kate Mowbray at
kate.mowbray@athensclarkecounty.com

The Hyla is a quarterly publication of Sandy
Creek Nature Center, a facility of the
Athens-Clarke County Leisure Services
Department. Issues are mailed to all Nature

Follow
us on /
Facebook

Center members and are available to visitors.

Favorite Places....

continued from Page 1

Berry Delicious

As the season heats up, be on the lookout
for some of the sweet fruits of summer.
Georgia is home to many native fruit-
bearing plants including blueberries,
strawberries, blackberries, and
muscadines. Keep T
an eye out for wild
blackberries from
June to August and
wild muscadine
grapes from August
to September. You -
can use these berries
to make everything
from jams to pies.
Yum!
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Favorite Places....

continued from Page 2

MY his spring, the nature center hosted a garden train

A display. The display was set up by Dr. Maurice p
Snook. In preparation, he spent countless hours set-

t

ting up track and bringing materials from home _z#
to make it look like a miniature railroad 7
town. There were four sets of tracks set %
up with a variety of displayed buildings,
people and a waterwheel. The trains
ran for two weekends in a row due : g - G
to their popularity. The garden train & e
set-up was in conjunction with our %
Outdoor Hobby Day event. In ad-
dition to the set-up of the trains,
Dr. Snook donated 85 hand cut
wooden trains and all of their
parts for families to assemble. i/

The staft would like to say thank ‘ | j =
you to Dr. Snook for sharing |'|

his hobby of garden trains and ‘ f

for making such a memorable S [I

experience for our visitors. ‘ B




Summer Fruil g

Gircle the fruits that are wild and edible!

Blackberry

(Answer:
They are all edible!)

" Muscadin

Page

Strawberry

And here is some
summer humor for Kids!

What did the pig say on a hot summer day? ,?
I'm bacon! :

g =
What do you call a cat at the beach?
Sandy claws!

When do you go at red and stop at green?
When you’re eating a watermelon!

<d,, What does a frog eat in the summer?
(@, Hopsicles!

| What is a tornado’s favorite
game to play?
VAT Twister!

What did one tide pool say to the other tide pool?
Show me your mussels!




andy ¢ Nature Center I_’lj‘ogr'am Guide”

Summer is a very busy time around the Nature Center. In addition to our regular Day
Camp, which runs Monday-Friday, June 6 - July 22, 9 am - 4 pm, we have a very popular
“Summer Explorers” series for children ages 4 - 6. These programs are already full with
waiting lists, but please come by and explore Sandy Creek Nature Center this summer

whenever you can!

& VOLUNTEER TRAINING &

Trail Guide Training

Do you love hiking and sharing your
love of nature? Trail Guiding may be

a great way for you to do both! Trail
Guides are volunteers that lead hikes
for school aged children Tuesday-Friday
mornings during the school year.
Attend one day of training for the
basics and then sign up to observe
other Trail Guides in action.

Please call to register.

Ages: Adults
Dates: August 23, 24, 26
Time: 9:00-Noon

Fee: Free

Please call 61 3—3 615 X 0 for more information. Register on-line at www.athensclarkecounty.com/leisure

New Volunteer Orientation

Would you like to learn more about the
volunteer opportunities at Sandy Creek
Nature Center? This orientation will
cover the variety of volunteer jobs we
have and what they require.

Please call to register.

Ages: 13 years and older ‘
Date: August 27
Time: 10-1Tam

Fee: free

;-«-_ q b

NATURE CENTER HOURS:

Tuesday Satur‘dag
8:30 am - 5:30 pm

Trails are open GVGI"U dag
from sunrise to sunset.

PROGRAM INFORMATION

Call 706 ©l3-36I5 X 0
for more information.

RGQ]StGF‘ on-line at
wwwathensolarkeoountg.
com/leisure

Please preregister no later
than | dag in advance for
ALL programs unless
otherwise noted.

Need-based scholarships

are available for Athens-

Clarke County residents
under age 18.

See department policg for
refunds and cancellations.

*SCNC Members receive a 10
discount on these programs.

Shake Da/g

Saturday,
June 4

Details on Page 7!
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Babies & Beasties Series

Join us for a class structured for tod-

dlers and their parents to learn about
the world around them through hands-

on activities, hikes and crafts.
Ages: 18 months to 2 years, with
accompanying adult.

Dates: Thursdays, August 4, 11, 18,
25

Time: 10:00 - 10:45 am

Fee: $12/ACC resident;
$18/Non-resident;
10% off for SCNC members

Please pre-register.

All Ages:

Critter Tales

Listen to a story about nature, and then
we'll bring it to life by visiting an ani-
mal or going outdoors for an activity. A

different tale is read each month.

Ages:  For families

Dates: Saturdays, June 11, July 9,
August 13

Time: 2:30 - 3:00 pm

Fee: Free
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Family Fishing

Come out and enjoy fun family fishing

in our hidden Claypit Pond. We provide

bait, cane fishing poles, and tips.

Ages:  For families (children under 13
must be accompanied by an
adult).

Date: Friday, June 17

Time: 6:00 - 7:30 pm

Fee:  $7/ACC resident family,
$10.50/Non-resident family,
per program.

Pre-registration is required.

Naturalist’s Walk

Join us for a walk around the property
to see what’s happening this summer!
Bring your camera and/or binoculars.

Ages:  All ages

Dates: Saturdays, June 18, July 16,
August 20

Time: 10:00 - 11:00 am

Fee: Free

Nature’s Trading Post

The trading post is open! Trade one or
two objects you have found in nature
for points or other natural objects in
our collection.

Ages:

Dates:

Time:

Fee:

All ages (children under 13
with adult)

Saturdays, June 18, July 16,
August 20

11:00 am - Noon

Free

Journey through the Stars

Join us for our planetarium pro-
gram in the Sky Center. We will
journey through the night sky,
exploring the great beyond. Each
theme will explore a different
aspect of astronomy.

Ages: Families (children 5 years
and up, please!)

“Spica and Virgo the Maiden”

Join us for a journey to Spica.
Discover the tricks to finding
Spica, hear the stories of Virgo the
Maiden, and get a taste of summer
constellation stories.

Dates: Saturday, June 11

Time: 10:00 - 11:00 am

“The Man in the Moon”

Can you see the man in the moon?
Discover the unique features of
Earth’s moon. See the phases and
create phases of our own.

Dates: Saturday, July 9

Time: 10:00 - 11:00 am

“What is Special About Our Solar
System?”

Get up close with our planets, see
our sun like never before and dis-
cover why our solar system is full
of adventure. If the weather coop-
erates we will set up a telescope
with a solar filter to see sun spots.

Dates: Saturday, August 13
Time: 10:00 - 11:00 am

FOR ALL PLANETARIUM
PROGRAMS:

Fee:  $7/ACC resident family,
$10.50/Non-resident
ELL VA

Pre-registration required.

All Programs are held at Sandy Creek Nature Center unless otherwise indicated.



SNAKE DAY!

Snakes get a bad rap. Come find out
if snakes are really guilty of common
accusations.

Snakes have lots of vicious stories as-
sociated with them and their behav-
iors. These cold-blooded creatures
are frequently judged and don’t have
the chance to defend themselves.
This year, the Snake Day theme is
“Snakes on Trial.” Experts will be

on hand to defend snakes and help
people understand their importance
to the environment.

Gelebrate Mud Day

Come play in the mud with us!
Appreciate all the fun that mud has to
offer. Dress to get muddy! Drop in for a
few minutes or play the entire time.

Ages:  Anyone that likes to play in the
mud

Date: Saturday, June 25

Time: 1:00 - 4:00 pm

Fee: Free

Please call 613-3615 X 0 for more information. Register on-line at www.athensclarkecounty.com/leisure

Families can spend the day seeing live Ages: All ages

snakes, playing games, solving myster- .

ies and participating in other fun activi- Date: June 4

ties. Kona Ice will be here selling cool ~ Time: Noon - 4:00 pm

treats, while Smitty’s Family Restaurant Fee: $3/ACC Residents
will sell barbeque sandwiches, chips, ) !

and drinks. For more = $5/Non-ACC Residents;
details, check out - Children under age 3

Facebook or our are free.
website.

e -

Who Let the Dogs Out...at Sandy
Creek Nature Center

Bring your four-legged friend and enjoy
the company of other dog lovers while
hiking a trail at the nature center. Staff
will guide the walk while also explain-
ing the importance of dog etiquette
while on the trails.

Ages:  All ages of humans and dogs
Date: Wednesday, August 31

Time: 4:00 - 5:30 pm

Fee: Free

Family Program “Fireflies”

Enjoy a night hike through the woods
while searching for the fireflies lighting
up the trails. Make a firefly craft to take
home.

Ages:  For Families (children 4 years

and up, please!)
Thursday, June 30th
7:30 - 9:00 pm

Fee:  $7/ACC resident family,

$10.50/Non-resident family.
Pre-registration is required.

FOR FAMILY PROGRAMS

Resident and non-resident fee

Date: is PER FAMILY.

Time:

Register online for one person in the
family and include the number of
participants when prompted.
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A Native Superfood

By David Subers, SCNC Intern

lueberry picking is a favorite summer pastime for many

people. Georgia actually has one of the longest growing
seasons for blueberries, lasting from mid-April all the way
into July. What | find truly interesting is the high prevalence
and diversity of wild blueberry species right here in Athens.
Blueberry bushes will only have fruit present in the summer,
and different species produce fruit at different time periods.
Since most people recognize them only by the fruit, blue-

berry bushes are often overlooked unless seen at the right
time.

There are sixteen different species eoc®’ °

of wild blueberry that Jo0°°’ WM Aculat®
are native to our state, % E (from

at least 5 of which % % pyectiod
can be found growing . e
here in Athens-Clarke o o T« ?\‘am‘)‘
County. Elliott’s blueberry %, \ngred® kD rert o oarS
and sparkleberry are two ¢, \\[‘20“‘)% %‘;‘;““e“
common species that we o giged i as

o ans 80

often see on the property e 0teastd "

here at the Nature Center; A \IM“Na\N\\U \ J

the latter produces berries ° 90 u\ﬁ“‘“m““s

that, while not poisonous, are e Kmmu\efms "

fairly unpalatable. Most local %, 66\\9“9’&“ ore -
blueberry species are less than ¢, o o0 il e

ten feet tall, and can be read- o Atees? “e)k“‘a“‘

ily identified by looking at their B \\ﬁasma“\-\“\)e\)‘"s“%“as

twigs, bark, and leaves. Look for %, K“v\eﬂ\gi\‘&

green colored twigs, reddish or S rmone® ca 5l
grayish-brown “shreddy” bark, and e ?\“G“DQS

small elliptical-shaped leaves. These %

ID features are not infallible, but % Joo°*® ° ACC Leisure Services Department
should help if you want to seek out AR ¢

some wild blueberry plants.

Blueberries have long been an important source of food
for humans and wildlife alike. Native Americans especially
valued the blueberry for its nourishment and medicinal
properties as a relaxant during childbirth. A huge slew of
songbirds and other bird species, as well as a number of
mammals, rely on blueberries as a food source during the
summer. Black bears have been known to travel up to 15
miles in a day in search of a blueberry patch and will often
eat diets almost entirely of blueberries when they are ripe.
You can grow blueberries right in your own yard. There are
several highbush blueberry cultivars that will grow well,
but you may want to give them their own plot. Blueberries
thrive in acidic soils, a characteristic that most plants do not

share. Alternatively, go support a local farm and pick your
own blueberries!

ONLINE REGISTRATION

CREATE YOUR FREE ACCOUNT TODAY!

www.athensclarkecounty.com/leisure

N

LEARN - CREATE - PLAY
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All Programs are held at Sandy Creek Nature Center unless otherwise indicated.




Sandy creek Nature center calendar*of Events

% ‘ﬁ!.“-_ "‘ | -—
Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
2
SNAKE DAY!
NooIl -4 ph
7 8 9 10 1"
Sandy Creek Critter Tales, 2:30 pm
Day Gamp be- -
gins, Monday, Summer Explorers - “What if | had...” sourney Through te Sars,
June 6! p g )
10-11am
15 16 17 18
Family Fishing, Naturalists Walk, 10 - 11am
6-7:30 pm Nature’s Trading Post, 11am - noon
22 23 24 25
A At Celebrate Mud Day!, 1- 4 pm
Summer Explorers - “Dirt Doesn’t Hurt”
29 30
Family Program -
“Fireflies,” 7:30 - 9 pm
Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
6 7 8 9
Journey Through the Stars,
i “The Man in the Moon,” 10 - 11
Summer Explorers - “I spy with my little eye..” ne Wann the Wiaon, - 10- Tiam
Critter Tales, 2:30 pm
13 12 15 16

Naturalists Walk, 10 - 11am

Nature’s Trading Post, 11am - noon

20 21 22
Summer Explorers - “Make a Splash!”
27 28 29
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August 2016

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
—_— 4 5 6
Babies & Beasties,
10-10:45 am
1 12 13
Babies & Beasties, Journey Through the Stars: “What
10-10:45 am is Special About Our Solar System?,”
10-11am
Critter Tales, 2:30 pm
18 19 20
Babies & Beasties, Naturalists Walk, 10 - 11 am
0-10:45am Nature’s Trading Post, 11am - noon
23 24 25 26
Trail Guide Trail Guide Training, Babies & Beasties, Trail Guide Training, New Volunteer Orientation, 10 - 11am
Training, 9am-noon 10-10:45 am 9am-noon
9.am-noon
30 31
Who Let the Dogs Out?,
4-5:30 pm

You’ve Got to Lubber!

Sandy Creek Nature Center is home
to many wild plants and ani-

mals, but there’s a local species you're
unlikely to spot on the property-the
Eastern Lubber Grasshopper, Romalea
microptera. These large grasshoppers
can grow to three inches long. They
have a narrow distribution in Athens
and tend to show up in residential
neighborhoods, especially areas near
Five Points and Prince Ave. The word
lubber is derived from a Middle
English term for “a clumsy or lazy
person.” They are slow, unable to fly,
and cannot even jump particularly
well. Instead of relying on mobility

for protection, lubbers make use of
chemical defenses.

These grasshoppers hatch in the
spring, emerging from soil where their
eggs were deposited. Young lubbers are
boldly colored, black or dark red with
yellow-orange stripes. Adult coloration
is usually more yellow, but at all stages,
this color palette is intended to serve
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as a warning to predators. Chemical
compounds in the grasshopper’s body
can sicken mammals and some birds.
To reinforce its intimidating appear-
ance, a lubber under threat may hiss,

spread its wings, regurgitate, or pro-

duce a foul-smelling fluid from the
area around its hind legs. Juveniles will
also cluster together in groups, taking
advantage of safety in numbers.

Lubbers continue to eat and grow
throughout the spring and summer,

By Carmen Champagne, Program Leader

sometimes bringing them into con-
flict with gardeners. They consume
a wide variety of vegetation, from
weeds to agricultural crops to prized
landscape plants. Keep in mind that
despite appearances, lubber grasshop-
pers are harmless to humans and only
problematic to animals if they are
ingested. Also, despite tall tales that
have been spun about them over the
years (including one I've heard about
their being an escaped genetic experi-
ment in which UGA scientists sought
to create a red-and-black grasshop-
per,) they are a natural part of our
ecosystem. If possible, it’s best to leave
them unharmed. Should you consider
it necessary to remove them, simply
picking them off your plants is simple
and effective; insecticides should not
be used. It is also said that they make
excellent fishing bait! Overall, should
you encounter one, try to appreciate a
relatively rare encounter with one of
the south’s most distinctive insects.



Donors and Contributors

Thanks to all the following members who joined or renewed during this past quarter.

SPONSOR
Dac Crossley

SUSTAINING
Fred & Sharon Stephenson

CONTRIBUTING
Sally Crymes

Kathy & Al Parker
Julie & James Stanton
R.G. Wiggans

FAMILY

Shelley Anglin

Elizabeth Bailey

Jessica Barr

Ted & Gloria Baumgartner
Carl Bergmann

Gildo Calabria

Stacy Campbell

Jennifer Caplinger

Phil & Marcia Caskey
Nathaniel Chambers

Yana Cornish

Rob Coven

Jennifer & Brian Cummings
Carla Dennis

Sarah & Ben Ehlers

Leslie Ferguson

Jody Fortner

Sami Kay Fuller

Logan Garrett

Gary & Barbara Grossman
Carla Hairstan

Ronda Halverson

Susan Harper

Suki Janssen

Erin Josey

Elizabeth & Ryan Katz
Jeremy & Cardee Kilpatrick
Andrew Kretzer

David & Rebecca Lockman
Lisa Lott

Emily Luken

Robin Lunsford

Martica Marin

Brandy Martin

Stephanie McCarthy

Karen & Bruce Menke
Ansley Moore

Amanda Lou Newton

Eric Orbock

David Patterson

Mike Pratt

Jessicca Reidling SCNC, INC.

The Riley BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Alex Sager

Matt Elliott & Stacy Smith

Rand ac Smith ExecuTivE COMMITTEE
an ).lan. aryn smt Scott Collins, President

Chelsie Stinchcomb . .

Kip T Halley Page, Vice President
P . anner Alison Huff, Treasurer

Lori Treff

Shan-Ho Tsai Susan Williams, Secretary

Eddie & Viviane Van Giesen

John & Becky Ward BOARD OF DIRECTORS
ohn ec y ar

Emily C
Richard & Jeanie Whitener m1 ¥ arr
Manita Dean
Bob & Andrea Woodall
Larry Dendy
INDIVIDUAL Mack Duncan

Shawn Glynn Katherine Edison

Barbara Laughlin Susie Haggard
Suzanne Lindsay
Gwen Lott
Jeff Miller

Carmen Miranda

Carmen Miranda
Bernard Patton
Patricia Trumbull

Mary Lou Neuhauser

SPECIAL GIFTS Mark Ralston

Emily Carr & Dale Hoyt

CLASSIC
RACE
SERVICES

"|""

WINIEN

W N

Audubon Sochety

% ILRR

BEER &2 rl

. e
Oconee Rivers

Our Corporate Partners

Thanks to these great sponsors who support
Sandy Creek Nature Center annually.

JACK\ON

GEORGIA ‘.\.-
POWER

A SOUTHERN COMPANY

P

First American

collins/moady groug

' flagpole

Barnett
Taekwondo
Academy

TOR

F|'.IEF-.IJI.HTS
EYECARE

SCNC Inc. Membership

Sandy Creek Nature Center, Inc. is the nonprofit organization which
founded the Nature Center in 1973. Memberships help provide
funding for educational programs and capital improvements.
You may renew your membership here, or go to
athensclarkecounty.com/sandycreeknaturecenter and renew online.

O Individual ($25)
O Family ($35)
O Contributing ($100)

O Sustaining ($250)

3 Patron ($500)

3 Sponsor ($1,000)

3 Benefactor ($5,000 +)

Name:

Address:

City State Zip

Phone(s):

Email:

rCheck rVisa rMC Exp. Date:

Card Number:

We will call or email to get the security control number on the back of the card.

Thank you for your contribution.

Summer 2016
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Check it out!

While visiting the nature center this
summer, fake advantage of our free
materials to check out and use while
hiking or playing indoors. Ask atf the front
desk about which items you would like
to check out; and leave something like
a license or keys to remind you to bring
them back. All packs contain a checklist
so you can make sure all the parts are
returned. Enjoy!

Trail Packs

Choose from a

" variety of fopics
including insects,
birds, fracks and
+ scat. Each pack
contains materi-
als for exploring
outdoors.

Binoculars

From the youngest users to the oldest,
we have a pair of binoculars that will

work great for you.

Tractors and Trucks Play Packs

What kid doesn’t love to play with toy vehicles?
Starting this summer, you can check out an agricul-
fure play pack that includes toy tractors along with
a farm rug or r =
a forestry tools |~
play pack. ¥
These packs
can be played
with in the
planetarium
room when
programs are
not happening.




