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NARRAGANSETT TOWN COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

AGENDA

March 21, 2016

7:30 p.m.
Posted 03-17 -16

_______________________________
 

CALL TO ORDER:

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

 

·         September 8, 2015 Work Session Meeting

 

·         September 8, 2015  Regular Meeting

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS:

 

OPEN FORUM:

Please conduct yourself in an orderly and respectful fashion.   The comments of citizens accessing this portion of our meeting

are neither adopted nor endorsed by this body, but heard as requested.

 

PUBLIC HEARING/DECISION – 8:00 P.M.:
 

A MOTION to RESCHEDULE a PUBLIC HEARING on a Petition for Abandonment from John R. Sahagian for the eastern half of

Harris Avenue on Assessor Plat P to add to Assessor’s Plat P, Lot 96 to April 18, 2016.
 

A MOTION to SCHEDULE a PUBLIC HEARING for  text revision  of the definitions of  Building Coverage and Site Coverage in

the Zoning Ordinance.

 

A MOTION to SCHEDULE a PUBLIC HEARING on a transfer of an Alcoholic Beverage License from Mainland Narragansett RI Inc. d/b/a  Narragansett Grill,

1200 Ocean Road, Plat  L Lot 237  to Carol & Mario Catering Inc., Carol A. Santilli, President, 1200 Ocean Road, Plat L Lot 237. 

 

A  PUBLIC HEARING to amend Chapter 731 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett entitled Zoning, Section 2.2 Definitions Households.

 

A MOTION to RECEIVE and PLACE on FILE the recommendation from the Planning Board.

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  

All items listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine or have been previously reviewed by the Town Council, and will be enacted by one

motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Councilmember so requests, in   which event the item will be removed from the General

Order of Business, and considered in its normal sequence on the Agenda.

 

1.      A MOTION to APPROVE a Class F-1 Alcoholic Beverage License for the Middlebridge School for a Parents Dinner Fundraiser for April 15,

2016 at the Towers, subject to state and local regulations.

 

2.      A MOTION to APPROVE a Class F-1 Alcoholic Beverage License for Friends of the Narragansett Historic Towers, Inc. for April 29, 2016 at the Towers,

for the annual fundraiser “Taste of the Towers” subject to state and local regulations.
 

3.      A MOTION to APPROVE a Miscellaneous License application for a Victualling License for Dianne Mann d/b/a Nana’s Ice Cream & Gelato and Candy at
Salty Brine’s Beach, 250 Sand Hill Cove Road, Narragansett, Rhode Island, subject to local and state regulations.

 

4.      A MOTION to APPROVE a Miscellaneous License application for a Holiday License  for Dianne Mann d/b/a Nana’s Candy Bar at Narragansett Beach, 30A
Pier Market Place, Narragansett, RI, subject to local and state regulations.

 

5.      A MOTION to APPROVE a Miscellaneous License application for a Holiday License and Victualling License for Benjamin Wood  d/b/a Salty’s Burgers &
Seafood, 254 Great Island Road, Narragansett, Rhode Island,  subject to local and state regulations.

 

6.      A MOTION to APPROVE and AUTHORIZE the Narragansett Parks and Recreation Department to partner with the Narrow River Preservation Association

and the Narrow River Land Trust in offering five educational programs at the Middlebridge property, subject to approval of state and local regulations.

 

7.      A MOTION to APPROVE the request from the Quest Montessori School for its annual Walk for Quest to be held on Saturday May 21, 2016, subject to

approval of state and local regulations.

 

8.      A MOTION to APPROVE the one-year contract extension for Fiber Optic System Maintenance and Improvement Services for all departments with Sertex,

LLC at their quoted bid prices for a one-year period, ending February 28, 2017. 

 



9.      A MOTION to APPROVE, RATIFIY and CONFIRM the emergency repairs to Bus 16, performed by Anderson Motors, in the amount of $3,023.07.

 

10.  A MOTION to  APPROVE, RATIFY and CONFIRM the purchase of vital parts for DPW Truck 17 from New England Truck Equipment, in the amount of

$4,447.08.

 

11.  A MOTION to AWARD the bid for the Purchase and Installation of Flag Poles at the Charles Ted Wright Rotary to the lowest bidder, Abcore Restoration

Company, Inc., in the amount of $6,490.00.

 

OLD BUSINESS:

 

12. A MOTION to DISCUSS the process and procedure of hiring the Town Manager for the Town of Narragansett.

 

 

NEW BUSINESS:

 

13. A MOTION to APPROVE a one (1) year agreement (with potential extensions) between the Town of Narragansett and South County Trolley, LLC, and to

authorize the Town Manager to sign said agreement.

 

14. A MOTION to INSTRUCT the Town Staff to not collect the 2015 fee, delineated in an April 2013 contract, from Narragansett Little League for the use of

town facilities for Little League activities.

 

15. A MOTION to APPROVE the request from the Narragansett Little League for the Annual Opening Day Parade to be held on Saturday April 30, 2016 at 11:00

am, subject to approval of state and local regulations.

 

16. A MOTION to ADOPT the Resolution establishing the proposed wages for seasonal, part-time, and temporary employees for Fiscal Year 2016-17.

 

17. A MOTION to APPROVE a contract proposal from Fuss & O’Neill, Inc., dated January 20, 2016 for final design engineering services for the Mettatuxet 3

Storm Water BMP Project, in the amount of $114,639.00.

 

18.  A MOTION to RETAIN the DeSisto law firm to prosecute an appeal from the Summary Judgment Decision in Brian Routhier v. Town of Narragansett WC-

2015-0167.

 

19. A MOTION to ADOPT a Resolution in support of Budget Article 15 of the Governor’s FY 2017 State Budget.

 

20. A MOTION to ADOPT a Resolution requiring the conversion of the town’s current 2tier property tax rate (residential/commercial) to a single tax rate for all

properties upon implementation of a Homestead Exemption.

 

 

REPORTS FROM TOWN MANAGER:

 

REPORTS FROM TOWN COUNCIL:

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

 
Note: Documentation (if any) for items listed on this Agenda is available for public inspection, a minimum of 24 hours prior to the meeting, at any time during regular business hours at Town

Clerk’s Office, 25 Fifth Avenue, Narragansett, RI  02882.  Interpreters for the hearing impaired can be made available at any meeting provided a request is received a minimum of three (3)

business days prior to said meeting.
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TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC: ____________ 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. ______ 

 
                                                                                               Date Prepared:            March 17, 2016 

                       Council Meeting Date:    March 21, 2016  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:     Jeffry Ceasrine, Acting Town Manager 
         

FROM:   Anne M. Irons, CMC Town Clerk 
 

SUBJECT:  Approval of Town Council Minutes  

 
 

RECOMMENDATION:    

 
 
That the Town Council approves the minutes from the following meetings. 
 

• September 8, 2015 Work Session Meeting 
 

• September 8, 2015 Regular Meeting 
 
 

 
 

SUMMARY: 
 
Attached are minutes as in accordance to state law. Executive Session minutes are 
sealed. 
 



NARRAGANSETT TOWN COUNCI 

WORK SESSION MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 8, 2015 MINUTES 

 

 At a Work Session Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett held 

on Monday, September 8, 2015 at 6:35 p.m., at the Narragansett Town Hall. 

             Present:   Matthew M. Mannix, President, Absent 

                   Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President Pro Tem  

         Patrick W. Murray, Member 

         Raymond A. Ranaldi, Member 

         Christopher Wilkens, Member 

         Pamela T. Nolan, Town Manager 

         Dawson T. Hodgson, Town Solicitor 

         Laura Kenyon, Finance Director  

    

Also in attendance from the Finance Committee, Harris Chorney, Chair,  

Mark D. Abrahams, Vice Chair, B. William Moylan, Jr., Richard VanGermeersch 

Maria Spanos, Christopher LeFoley, Alternate 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President Pro Tem calls the work session meeting to order. 

 

Harris Chorney, Chair of the Finance Committee addresses the council on their 

recommendation regarding a committee for retirees’ benefits, and pension that was 

submitted to the town council a few months earlier due to the OPEB and Pension 

liabilities. 

 



Town Council Work Session 

September 8, 2015 

Book 56 Page 622 

 

He said they believe that the committee should not only look at the investment side but 

also the liability side.  He said as the Pension Board does exist already they believed it 

should be done by that board. 

 

Mr. Chorney explained they came up with recommended roles and charge of the 

committee and it was discussed at a council meeting in June. It was decided at that time 

to have a work session to discuss the recommendation further. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno commented that she believed it was already done through the 

Town Manager, Finance Director and the Human Resource Manager as one of their 

responsibilities and the experts that are also hired. 

 

Mr. Chorney answered that the prior Town Managers and Finance Directors were doing 

the same think and there is a little bit of a pickle now of unfunded liabilities.  He said 

they were not trying to duplicate anything or take anything away from somebody.  He 

said they are looking at in total.  He said what is the question is what is role that the 

Finance Committee is supposed to play.  He said they have spent the last five years 

working on OPEB and Pension plans had some recommendations have been 

implemented but the question is what the role that the finance committee should play is. 

He said the reports should the can is only being kicked down the road on the OPEB and 

Pension Liabilities and what service is the taxpayers may or not being getting having to 
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fund these liabilities.  He said what will be the impact on capital improvements and 

service be on the town. 

 

He said they believe they can bring very valuable expertise and recommendations to the 

town council and management. 

 

Richard Vangermeersch noted that a few years ago the committee did recommend hiring    

NYHART to recommend several different scenarios for negotiations and the liability did 

change from $70 Million to $60 Million present value.   He said if you can stop OPEB 

from growing that is good.  He said that the Town Manager and Finance Director are 

meeting with a company tomorrow that hopefully will give the town help. 

Harris Chorney said the committee needs to know the council’s view if the committee is 

needed. 

Raymond Ranaldi explained that The Interlocal Trust has a program that is coming up 

that will answer a lot of questions on the liabilities.   

Laura Kenyon, Finance Director that management has contacted The Trust for their 

expertise.  She said it’s been on the calendar for a long time and the town is going to 

address the OPEB issue on a management issue. 

Pamela Nolan noted that there were many unions to negotiate with and currently the next 

contracts for negotiations will be with the police and fire.   
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Harris Chorney stated that the committee is not saying management is not doing their job 

or the members of the Pension Board but there are significant costs for the pension and 

OPEB with impact the town for the next twenty years.  He said the Pension Board is 

focusing on the asset of the Pension investment and not the liabilities.  He said they are 

recommending that the assets side and liability side should be looked at by one group and 

does the investor need a good sense of the liability side to make the investments. 

  

Kirk Pickell, from Janney Montgomery Scott addressed the council saying it does make 

sense what the Finance Committee is saying. He said does understand where he is 

coming from and there should be a discussion point for it. 

Harris Chorney said what the committee is saying that a group should review both sides 

of the assets and liabilities. 

Richard VanGermeersch said that former Council President James Callaghan had said it 

took 20 years to get here and it will take 20 years to solve it.  He said that timeframe does 

not work as the more people retire it will grow and grow and the problem should be 

looked at during the next two negotiations.  There has to be a plan to drive the liabilities 

down.  He suggested $300 a year COLA and not apply COLA to $80,000 pension. 

Harris Chorney reviewed the recommended charges for the proposed committee. 

Pamela Nolan, Town Manager commented that the management has been handling 

OPEB and even the bond rating has improved for the town due to it. 

Laura Kenyon said she is attacking the liabilities has as actively as she can do it. 
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The charge of the finance com

work they are recommending to d

for the town. 

 

 

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno said th

and to meet with the representative

 

 

The meeting adjourns at 7:22 p. 

 

ATTEST:                                      

     

                             

Anne M. Irons, CMC                    

Council Clerk                                

 

mmittee was discussed and whether they also can do

ending to do as well as the new program that the Trust is 

nno said the town needs more time to review the reco

presentatives of the Trust. 

p. m.  

                                             MINUTES ACCEPTED/A

      AS PRESENTED                      

                                                                    

                                           Anne M. Irons, CMC 

                                           Council Clerk 

 also can do the 

Trust is proposing 

recommendations 

PTED/AMENDED  

                                



NARRAGANSETT TOWN COUNCIL 

REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 8, 2015 MINUTES 

 

 At a Regular Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett held on   

Monday, September 8, 2015 at 7:36 p.m., at the Narragansett Town Hall. 

           Present: Matthew M. Mannix, President,  

                   Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President Pro Tem 

      Patrick W. Murray, Member 

      Raymond A. Ranaldi, Member 

      Christopher Wilkens, Member 

      Pamela T. Nolan Town Manager 

      Dawson T. Hodgson, Town Solicitor 

            

Matthew M. Mannix, President calls the meeting to order and leads those in attendance in 

Pledging Allegiance to the Flag. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS: 

Matthew Turcotte, representing the Chamber of Commerce announced that the First 

“Calamari Cook Off” will be held on Saturday September 12th from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 

p.m. at Veterans’ Park.  The cook off challenge will be at 1:00 p.m. where people can 

vote on the   best calamari, most team spirited and the most original calamari and noted 

there was a $5.00 fee in order taste the calamari.  He explained that would be 

entertainment and food trucks and beer and wine.  
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Matthew Mannix noted that a special town council meeting will be held later in the week 

to approve a peddlers’ license that was overlooked for the Cook Off. 

Steve Wright, Parks and Recreation Director spoke on the 1st Annual Gansett Days that 

will be held on September 18th, 19th and 20th.  He summarized all the events and 

activities that will be going on for the weekend throughout the town.  He said most 

everything was free or a very low cost and they were all family oriented. 

UPDATES of State & Town Projects in Narragansett 

The State of RI’s vendor will be working on the Woodruff Avenue Bridge over Route 1 

which will be a long term project. 

Pamela Nolan, Town Manager also addressed the town hall project updates on the 

stairwells will be corrected and the parking lot will be repaved in conjunction with the 

road project.  She also noted that the Town Engineer is working on pricing of air 

conditioning. Ms. Nolan also noted the town hall needs a new roof which is on the capital 

improvement plan. 

Ms. Nolan announced that it was URI student move in day yesterday.  She noted that 

there extra police officers were on duty and again they will be on duty next weekend.  

She noted there were many noise complaints and two orange stickers were issued and 6 

students were arrested.  She noted the 2100 Group asked the Landlords to educate the 

tenants.  She said the town has been very diligent.  
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES           

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

approve the regular minutes of the April 20, 2015 Regular Meeting as presented.   

 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

approve the regular minutes of the April 21, 2015 as presented. 

 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

approve the regular minutes of the April 22, 2015 as presented. 

 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

 

 Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

approve the regular minutes of the April 23, 2015 as presented. 
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Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

approve the April 27, 2015 Work Session Meeting  as presented. 

 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

 

OPEN FORUM: 

Open Forum is now held and the following individuals address the Council, viz: 

Karen Shabshelowitz spoke of the difficulties of riding her bike on several of the roads in 

the center of town such as curbing instead of the handicapped accessibility and some 

sections of the roads there wasn’t an designated area for a bike to ride on the road and 

asked for a painted line to be painted for bicycles and use the funds that were allocated 

for the bike path to pave the dirt road that goes into the little league field;  

Richard Van Germeersch spoke on the proposed Library bond issue and didn’t want the 

same thing happen as it did with the school athletic field and the control function start at 

the request and not later in the project. He spoke of a paid fundraiser and it should be the 

town that votes for that and not the library board; Jose Santos of Hope Lane spoke of the 

disruption in his neighborhood from the URI students and his displeasure of the 

discretion that is given to the parking situations and the existing laws should be enforced;  
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Stanley Wojciechowski addresses the good bond rating that the town received and he 

hoped because of that the town starts spending money and applying for loans and bond 

money.  He said the Library should not ask for a bond until there is a handle on the 

pension liabilities; 

Patricia Mannix addressed the council on the road race that was approved at a previous 

meeting and was concerned that the it was not a charity road race and she was 

flabbergasted of the vote that was taken to allow the road race; 

Annemarie Silveira questioned if the council has scheduled a work session on the report 

from the Ad hoc Committee. 

CHANGE ORDER OF AGENDA:  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to move Item #21 to the front of New Business. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

CONSENT AGENDA 

The consent agenda is voted on with one motion.   

1.  A MOTION to APPROVE a petition from the Verizon Communications 

and the Narragansett Electric Company to place three (3) new joint poles 

(P. 17, 18 & 19) on the easterly side of Dean Knauss Drive. 

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 
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Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

2. A MOTION to APPROVE the request from the Narragansett Pier Middle 

School for its Mariner March” 5K Fundraiser to be held on Tuesday June 

7, 2016 from 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm subject to approval of state and local 

regulations. 

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

 

3. A MOTION to  APPROVE the list of Motor Vehicle abatements in the 

amount of $19.91 and the list of Real Estate abatements in the amount of 

$594.42. 

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

4. A MOTION to  APPROVE contract extensions for Solid Waste 

Removal/Dumpster Services for the Wastewater Division with 

Narragansett Rubbish Removal for the ordinary refuse (at $105.00 per 

month) and Patriot Disposal Company for the grit removal (at $450.00 per 

month), for Fiscal Year (FY) 2015/2016. 
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APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

5. A MOTION to  APPROVE the repairs to three (3) sanitary sewer 

manholes (frames and covers) on Bridgetown Road by George Sherman 

Sand & Gravel Co., Inc., in the amount of $5,600.00. 

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

6. A MOTION to APPROVE the installation of a new drainage structure on 

Inez Street at the intersection of Pleasant Avenue by George Sherman 

Sand and Gravel Co., Inc., in the amount of $6,060.00.  

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

7. A MOTION to  APPROVE the design (preparation of plans and 

specifications) for electrical upgrades to the main panel at the 

Scarborough WWTF by James J. Geremia & Associates, Inc., in the 

amount of $6,140.00. 

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 
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Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

8. A MOTION to  APPROVE, RATIFY and CONFIRM the repairs to Police 

Car #21, completed by Crotty Body Works, LLC, in the amount of 

$3,388.05.  

 APPROVED, RATIFIED and CONFIRMED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

9. A MOTION to APPROVE, RATIFY, and CONFIRM the costs associated 

with the emergency water linerepair on Point Judith Road completed by 

George Sherman Sand & Gravel Co., Inc., in the amount of $6,814.00. 

APPROVED, RATIFIED and CONFIRMED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

 

10. A MOTION to APPROVE a Miscellaneous License application for a 

Laundry License, Holiday License and Victualling License  to Domenic 

Ciunci d/b/a  3 D’s Convenience Store & Laundromat at 88 Point Judith 

Road, Narragansett, Rhode Island, subject to local and state regulations. 

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 
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Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

11. A MOTION to  APPROVE a Miscellaneous License application for a 

Holiday License to Laura Winward d/b/a Create Color Art Studio at 5 

Pier Market Place, Narragansett, Rhode Island, subject to local and state 

regulations.  

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

12. A MOTION  to APPROVE a Miscellaneous License application for a 

Victualling License to Maria Dolos d/b/a NERO at 12 Sand Hill Cove 

Road, Narragansett, Rhode Island, subject to local and state regulations.  

APPROVED (Cicilline-Buonanno-Ranaldi 5/0) 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

13. A MOTION to APPROVE an application for a One-Day Peddler’s 

License for September 12, 2015, to Leveland Brown d/b/a Sweet Daddy 

Chicken a/k/a C & B Catering of West Warwick, Rhode Island, subject to 

local and state regulations. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,   

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

A MOTION to SCHEDULE a PUBLIC HEARING  to consider various applications 

from Town departments and/or local non-profit organizations for the 2015 

Community Development Block Grant  Program. 

On September 15, 2015, the Planning Board will consider eight (8) requests for funding 

of CDBG projects totaling of $74,053. This year, the Town of Narragansett is limited by 

the State to a request of not more than $150,000 in total.   Under State law a public 

hearing is required before the Town Council following Planning Board review, to take  

testimony from town staff and/or individual non-profit organizations requesting funds as 

a sub-recipient of the Town in order to fully understand each proposal.     

Following the hearing the Town Council must deliberate to consider which, if any, 

applications they wish to advance to the State Office of Housing and Community 

Development.  The Council will determine the amount of funding to request from the 

State and to which programs and projects they would direct them.   The final decision 

must be made via resolution in order that the staff may promptly assemble and submit the 

Town’s request by the October 9, 2015 deadline. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

SCHEDULE the PUBLIC HEARING to consider various applications from Town 

departments and/or local non-profit organizations for the 2015 Community Development 

Block Grant Program to October 5, 2015 at 8:00 p.m. 
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Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye, 

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix Aye 

 

A  PUBLIC HEARING on a Petition from Douglas R. DeSimone, on behalf of 

Douglas Enterprises, LTD, Deborah DeSimone, Sally R. DeSimone and Hebert F. 

DeSimone, Jr. requesting to abandon Westview Drive, Cross Hill Drive from Sunset 

Blvd to Norman Drive and easterly 390 feet of Norman Drive which abuts 

Assessor’s Plat R-1, Lots 156-161.  

 

A request from the DeSimone Family has been submitted to abandon Westview Drive, 

Cross Hill Drive from Sunset Blvd. to Norman Drive and westerly 390 feet of Norman 

Drive. 

In accordance with RIGL §24-6-1 the town council is authorized to abandon a highway 

or driftway in the town after public notice is given  to abutters as well as an 

advertisement for three successive weeks for a public hearing. A public hearing is held to 

consider the request for abandonment and if the town council declares the roadway 

abandoned and additional public notice is given as well as an advertisement declaring the 

abandonment for three successive weeks.  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

OPEN the PUBLIC HEARING. 
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Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

 

Douglas DeSimone, Attorney addresses the town council on the request for 

abandonment.  He explained that all the family members are the abutters and it was 

mostly for the culmination of an application to approve a sewer line extension.  He 

explained that four lots would be connected and with the road abandonment it will be one 

lot.  He further explained that they were all contiguous nonconforming lots of record and 

this will form one lot for zoning purposes.  Mr. DeSimone noted that he had approval 

from the Planning Board and CRMR.  He said the roads will be abandoned and will no 

longer exist which are paper streets since the 1960’s and not improved roads. 

Mr. DeSimone remarked that in 1986 the tax assessor made new maps and the assessor 

failed to include the platted streets so it’s really a housekeeping item and he was trying to 

clean it up.   He explained the lots are in an R-80 zone and when they are merged they 

will be lots that are larger and the Zoning Ordinance does have an anomaly as they will 

be penalized as the setbacks are larger lot for the larger lots and the Zoning Board may 

not grant the relief.  

Dawson T. Hodgson clarified that it was a procedurally in order for the council to act 

upon. 
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Mr. DeSimone noted that they will still be non-conforming lots but considerably less as 

one will grow in size by a multiple of six and the other is growing in size by a multiple of 

three 

 

Proponents and opponents are called and there was no response from the audience. 

Michael DeLuca, Director of Community Development informed the council that the 

Planning Board did recommend approval  of the abandonment however they did not take 

any position on the matter of applying  the R-10 Zoning dimensional requirements to the 

property. He further explained that they left the applicant, the Town Solicitor and himself 

to work out if there was a need for an administrative subdivision and they will work 

together on that.  However, both he and the Planning Board do agree that you cannot 

change imbed a zoning change request with the abandonment application. Mr. DeLuca 

said but if the town council grants the application of R-10 setbacks as opposed to R-80 

would be beyond the abandonment procedural allowances. 

A discussion was held regarding the request in the Petition from Douglas DeSimone to 

change the R-80 to R-10 on the properties and how that would be a Zoning Board 

decision or a zone change before the town council. 

Mr. DeSimone answered that it wasn’t a request for a zone change but was asking that 

the council consider that request of the R-80 to R-10.   

A discussion was held on procedures for a zone change and Mr. DeSimone withdrew his 

request for the R-10 setbacks instead of the R-80 setbacks and asked to address the road 
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abandonment request only and that he said may come back at a later time for a zone 

change. 

Dawson Hodgson, Town Solicitor advised the council when rendering the decision in the 

affirmative would recognize that the DeSimone’s are bringing the lots into greater 

conformity with the zoning scheme and would offset any intent to create their hardship. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

CLOSE the public hearing. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye, 

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

APPROVE abandonment of Westview Drive, Cross Hill Drive from Sunset Blvd to  

Norman Drive and easterly 390 feet of Norman Drive which abuts Assessor’s Plat R-1, 

Lots 156-161.  

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye, 

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

A MOTION to RECEIVE and PLACE on FILE the recommendation from the 

Planning Board. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to 

RECEIVE and PLACE on FILE the recommendation from the Planning Board. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye, 

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 



Town Council Meeting Minutes 

September 8, 2015 

Book 56 Page 640 

 

PLEASE SEE STENOGRAPHER TRANSCRIPT FOR MORE DETAILS    

 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 

A motion was made earlier to address #21 first under New Business. 

21. A MOTION to PLACE the Wounded Warrior Flag in Veterans Park as a 

tribute to our nation’s military veterans.  

On June 17, 2013 the town council approved the placement of the Wounded Warrior Flag 

at the Narragansett Rotary. I suggest that the flag be moved to Veterans Park to be flown 

in the area where we already honor our military. At the Rotary, the American flag will 

stand between two flags, the Rhode Island flag on one side and the Town of Narragansett 

flag on the other, representing the country, the state and our town.  The Wounded Warrior 

Project was founded in 2002 and operated as a subsidiary of the United Spinal 

Association. In 2005 WWP was granted $2.7 Million to develop into a stand-alone 

charity.  The Wounded Warrior Project is a congressionally chartered Veterans Service 

Organization and as of June 1, 2015 serves 71,866 registered alumni. The organization’s 

purpose is to raise awareness and enlists the public’s aid for the needs of severely injured 

service members; to help severely injured service members aid and assist each other; and 

provide direct programs and services to meet their needs.  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted   

 to PLACE the Wounded Warrior Flag in Veterans Park as a tribute to our nation’s 

military veterans. 
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Raymond A. Ranaldi explained that the Wounded Warrior presently was located at the 

Ted Wright Rotary and the town will be purchasing three new flag poles for that area and  

there would no longer be a place to fly that flag as the United States Flag, the Rhode 

Island State and the town flag will be the only three flags at rotary.  There will no longer 

be any heritage flags flow at the rotary.  The Wounded Warrior flag will now be flown at 

Veterans Park. Matthew Mannix commented the vote was premature as the vote on 

purchasing the new flag poles was not done yet. 

Karen Shabshelowitz spoke. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix nay 

 

14. A MOTION to SCHEDULE a WORK SESSION to discuss privatization 

and or consolidation Options for Water and Wastewater Divisions. 

Council member Patrick Murray believed that it is important to review all options in 

saving tax dollars for the taxpayers of Narragansett and proposed that a work session be 

scheduled to discuss privatizing and/or consolidating the water and waste water 

departments. 

Patrick Murray moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded to SCHEDULE a WORK 

SESSION to discuss privatization and or consolidation Options for Water and 

Wastewater Divisions. 
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Patrick Murray moved to amend the motion to discuss the matter only and not schedule a 

work session. 

Dawson Hodgson, Town Solicitor advised that if Mr. Murray wants to discuss a content 

that relates to scheduling the work session it would be allowed and he could remove his 

amendment. 

Mr. Murray removed his motion to amend. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno said she could not support a work shop and was not in favor of 

holding it.  Mr. Ranaldi also agreed not to hold a work session.  He said that privatization 

of the water and wastewater divisions would no longer allow the town control over the 

rates.  He said there is more quality testing with the town than United Water and more 

testing and scrutiny on the overhead.  He said the town is doing a great job and the cost of 

water is less than United Water and a study should be done first on a consolidation or 

what the possibilities are and then maybe a work session. He said he would like to direct 

the town manager to look into the matter. 

Christopher Wilkens made a point of order that the matter was being discussed and not 

scheduling the work session. 

The Solicitor advised that Mr. Murray could withdraw his motion and the matter would 

pass. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,   

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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15. A MOTION to DISCUSS the tax exemption for commercial tangible 

property. Councilmembers Murray and Ranaldi propose a new exemption of 

up to $35,000 in valuation for all Commercial Tangible Property (ie. furniture, 

equipment and fixtures).  

This proposal should be forwarded to our state legislatures to enact an amendment for the 

Town of Narragansett and a Resolution will be placed on the next agenda for adoption. 

Patrick Murray moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted to DISCUSS  

the tax exemption for commercial tangible property. 

Council member Patrick Murray explains the proposed tax would eliminate 75% of the 

$35,000  for the business which was a nuisance tax and would eliminate about ¾ of the 

bills that go out to the businesses and  free up the staff to do other work. 

Raymond Ranaldi noted that there are 371 nuisance tax bills that go out. 

Christopher Wilkens asked if he could vote on the matter as he gets a tax bill for the tools 

he uses in his construction businesses.  The Solicitor advised that he was allowed. 

The Solicitor also spoke on bringing the matter forth to the Legislators to vote on and the 

process. 

The matter will be placed on the next agenda. 

Stanley Wojciechowski speaks. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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16. A MOTION to DISCUSS the tax exemptions for the elderly. 

Councilmembers Murray and Ranaldi propose to amend the elderly tax exemption 

ordinance to increase the dollar amount credit from $125.00 to $150.00 with an increase 

of age of eligibility and increase the income base tax credit to 80% of median income. 

Persons currently receiving the exemption would retain the exemption. This would be an 

amendment to the current town ordinance with two readings of the proposed amendment. 

The first reading would be read at the September 21, 2015 town council meeting. 

 

Patrick Murray moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted   

to DISCUSS the tax exemptions for the elderly. 

Councilmember Patrick Murray notes that the ordinance on the exemption had not been 

changed since 2002.  He also noted that it would raise the income from $35,000 to 

$60,000. Mr. Murray said it was 8/10 of 1%. 

Councilor Raymond Ranaldi noted that other communities in Rhode Island had kept up 

with the elderly exemption compared to Narragansett.  

Matthew Mannix spoke on the Homestead Exemption and believed this proposal was 

premature  

Christopher Wilkens stated that it was only a tool and it was to bring the town more into 

conformity.  
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The Town Solicitor believed there was a need for Narragansett to take a formal look at 

these exemptions as it hasn’t been looked at for a long time. He said the staff wants to 

make sure the town is in conformance with the law. 

Residents Stanley Wojciechowski, Raymond Kagels and John Miller speak. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

17. A MOTION to DISCUSS the tax exemption for veterans.  

Councilmembers Murray and Ranaldi propose to amend the veterans’ exemption from a 

$55.00 tax credit to a tax exemption equating $200.00.  This would be an amendment to 

the current town ordinance with two readings of the proposed amendment. 

The first reading would be read at the September 21, 2015 town council meeting. 

Patrick Murray moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted   

to DISCUSS the tax exemptions. 

Council member Patrick Murray explains the veterans have not been touched since 1982.  

He noted the Veterans receive $55.00 a year exemption and it would be increased to 

$200.00.  Raymond Ranaldi said it was done years ago but was never kept up and it 

would then be kept up with the value of the dollar. 

Residents Stanley Wojciechowski, Meg Rogers and Raymond Kagels speak. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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18. A MOTION to SCHEDULE a WORKSHOP with the Town Manager and 

Department Heads Regarding preparation and posting Narragansett 

Town Council agendas.  

Currently, the Town Council agendas are typically posted on the Friday before the 

Monday night meeting.  This practice is in compliance with the Open Meetings Act’s 

requirement that such agendas be posted at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.  However, 

the State Senate recently passed a bill that would require Town Council meetings to be 

posted at least 48 “business” or “work-day” hours prior to the meeting.  This proposed 

requirement would prohibit weekend and holiday hours from being included in the 48-

hour notice requirement.  As a result, the Town Council agendas would have to be posted 

on Thursdays or earlier to comply with the legislative requirement.  This bill was not 

passed by the State House of Representatives so it is not yet law. However, several 

townspeople have brought up over the years – namely that they would like to see Town 

Council agendas posted sooner.  To achieve that goal, the council will need to meet with 

the Town Manager and Department Heads to alter the timeframe within which the Town 

Council agenda is prepared.  The current process typically results in Friday posting 

because of the steps required to prepare the agenda.  This work session would essentially 

be a procedural work session to make sure Town Hall management is on the same page  

regarding the posting requirements and to accommodate the public’s desire to review the 

agendas sooner.  
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Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded to SCHEDULE a 

WORKSHOP with the Town Manager and Department Heads Regarding preparation and 

posting Narragansett Town Council agendas. 

Matthew M. Mannix explains that there had been a proposal to post agendas earlier 

however it did not pass last year the General Assembly but may come forward again in 

the new year.  He also remarked that he also received comments from the public that the 

agenda should be posted earlier. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi thanked Mr. Mannix for the idea however he did not see the need to 

hold a work session on agenda items. 

Pamela Nolan commented that she already had a schedule prepared for the staff to 

follow. 

A discussion was held regarding the time for the council to submit an agenda item. 

Matthew Mannix commented that he wished to hold a work session and  gave the date of 

September 21st at 7:00 p.m. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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19. A MOTION to ADOPT An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 58, 

Article II (Town Employees) of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of 

Narragansett entitled “Retirement and Pensions” 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted   

 to ADOPT An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 58, Article II (Town Employees) of 

the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett entitled “Retirement and Pensions”. 

Chapter 58 “Retirement and Pensions” of the Code of Ordinances describes the rules and 

procedures regarding retirement and pensions including death benefits. 

This Act addresses the application of the death benefit provision of the Narragansett 

pension ordinance to the circumstances of an active employee who dies while discharging 

vacation time, after his or her retirement application is approved and the employee has 

completed their work for the town.   

 

The Act allows a deceased employee in such specific circumstances up to 30 days of 

accrued vacation time to be applied to the employee’s death benefit calculation.  

The first reading was read at the August 17, 2015 council meeting. 

 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
CHAPTER 1013 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 58, ARTICLE II OF THE CODE 
OF ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, 

ENTITLED “RETIREMENT AND PENSIONS” 
 
It is hereby ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 
SECTION 1.  Chapter 58, Article II, Section 58-30 “Death Benefits” is hereby amended 
to read as follows: 
(1) Nonoccupational causes 
b. For a member who dies after completing ten years of credited service, or whose 

retirement application has been approved by the Pension Board and has received approval 
to discharge vacation time through his or her date of retirement (not to exceed 30 days) a 
refund of the member’s contributions with interest and a monthly benefit equal to 50 
percent of the accrued benefit determined as of the date of the member’s death, which 
shall be payable to one of the following: 
 
1.  The surviving spouse. 
 
2.  If there is no spouse or the spouse remarried and minor children under 18         
years of age survive the member, to such children in equal proportions. 
 
3.  If no eligible spouse or children exist at the date of death of the member, to          
the father or mother dependent on the member for support. 
 
SECTION 2.  This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage, and all others ordinances 
or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 
First reading read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 17th day 
of August, 2015. 
 
Second reading read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 8th 
day of September, 2015. 
 

S/Anne M. Irons, CMC  
Town Clerk 
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20. A MOTION to APPROVE the request from the Parks and Recreation 

Department to install three new commercial flagpoles proposed for the 

Wright Rotary. 

The Parks and Recreation Department is seeking approval to place for competitive bid 

three flagpoles for the Wright Rotary to replace the three existing flagpoles. The center 

flagpole will be 25’ in height and the two others will be 20’ in height. The aluminum 

flagpoles will be internal halyard, ground set cone tapered and can withstand a flagged 

wind speed of 120 MPH.  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is so voted   

 to APPROVE the request from the Parks and Recreation Department to install three new 

commercial flagpoles proposed for the Wright Rotary. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

22. A MOTION to APPROVE and AUTHORIZE CRMC and USFWS to utilize 

 the parking lot of the kayak rental business at 94 Middlebridge Road and a 

 portion of the parking lot of 95 Middlebridge Road for a full scale salt marsh 

 resiliency project from Sedge Island along the eastern shore of Narrow River 

 this fall, winter and spring, subject to approval of state and local regulations. 
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CRMC and USFWS are working on a joint project of salt marsh resiliency and will be 

performing a full scale salt marsh resiliency project from November 1, 2015 through May 

15, 2016. The Parks and Recreation Department is requesting approval for CRMC and 

USFW to use the parking lots for equipment storage and to be able to take deliveries of 

sand to conduct the project at Narrow River throughout the off season at this facility.  

Equipment will be dropped on 95 Middlebridge Road for storage starting on October 

15th and work will begin on the 94 Middlebridge parking lot side on November 1, 2015. 

All work will be completed by May 15th with site restored to the original condition or 

better. Liability Insurance naming the Town of Narragansett as “Additionally Insured” 

will be provided prior to the project. 

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to APPROVE and AUTHORIZE CRMC and USFWS to utilize the parking lot 

of the kayak rental business at 94 Middlebridge Road and a portion of the parking lot of 

95 Middlebridge Road for a full scale salt marsh resiliency project from Sedge Island  

along the eastern shore of Narrow River this fall, winter and spring, subject to approval 

of state and local regulations. 

Steve Wright, Parks and Recreation Director addressed the council on the request. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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23. A MOTION to APPROVE the request from the Narragansett Little League to  

 install two new batting cages at the northern extreme edge of the parking lot 

 at the Sprague Park Little League as per all Town codes and regulations. 

The Narragansett Little League has requested to install at their own expense two new 40’ 

x 15’ batting cages along the northern extreme edge of the parking lot at the Sprague Park 

Little League Field. The Narragansett Little League has identified various sources to fund 

this project which will be completely paid for by private funds. The batting cages will be 

installed in a safe manner for children of the league to use within this parking area.  The 

cages will be protected by bollards with filled concrete to provide protection from 

vehicles. In addition the roof will be of heavy gauge fencing to protect surrounding 

vehicles and pedestrians from balls. The Town Building Inspector, Town Engineer and 

Police Chief have all reviewed the site and approve of the layout.    

 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded to APPROVE the 

request from the Narragansett Little League to install two new batting cages at the 

northern extreme edge of the parking lot at the Sprague Park Little League as per all 

Town codes and regulations. 
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Jeffry Abrams addressed the council on the request and the location of the proposed 

batting cages.  He noted that 5 parking space would be eliminated for the cages. 

It was noted it was vetted by the staff and the Town Manager. 

A discussion ensues on the installation of the batting cages and the condition of Sprague 

Park.  The matter was continued to the September 21st in order for council members to 

review the site. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to CONTINUE the MOTION to APPROVE the request from the Narragansett 

Little League to install two new batting cages at the northern extreme edge of the parking 

lot at the Sprague Park Little League as per all Town codes and regulations to the 

September 21, 2015 town council meeting. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

 24. A MOTION to INTRODUCE, READ, PASS and ACCEPT as a   

       First Reading, “An ordinance in amendment of Chapter 731 of the Code  

         of Ordinances , Section 3.2 Official Zoning Map of the Zoning Ordinances 

            of the Town of Narragansett relating to Assessor’s Plat N-A, Lot 36, from  

               R-80 Residential to limited BB – General Business” . 

Quest Montessori School is requesting a zoning map amendment for Parcel N-A, Lot 36 

which abuts the school property, Plat N-A, Lots 41 B/C, which is currently zoned 

‘limited BB” which allows a kindergarten and elementary school.    The applicants  
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received approval of a zoning change for the adjacent properties in January 2011 for re-

designation of  Plat N-A, Lots 41-B & 41-C from R-80 Residential to BB – General 

Business for the purpose of construction of the private school.   At that time the applicant 

agreed to, and the Town Council placed, limitations of the range of potential alternative 

development to which the site could be put in the event the school failed or moved to 

another location.    

Instead of the 88 permitted uses noted in the Zoning Ordinance the approved list was 

reduced to only 36 uses. Table 1 (attached) replicates that list.   The Planning Board 

reviewed this request at their July 21 meeting and recommended approval with two 

conditions. (Memo attached)   The Town Council held a public hearing on this matter on 

August 17, 2015 at which the request was approved with conditions suggested by the 

Planning Board. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is  so voted to 

INTRODUCE, READ, PASS and ACCEPT as a First Reading, “An ordinance in 

amendment of Chapter 731 of the Code of Ordinances, Section 3.2 Official Zoning Map 

of the Zoning Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett relating to Assessor’s Plat N-A, 

Lot 36, from R-80 Residential to limited BB – General Business”. 

 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix nay 
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25. A MOTION to APPROVE the renewal of the Infinite Visions (Budget Sense) 

 software maintenance agreement with Tyler Technologies Inc. in the amount 

 of $17,846.66 for Fiscal Year 2015/2016. 

This agreement renewal covers maintenance, updates, license fee, and support for the 

Towns’ Infinite Visions software.  The renewal period is: July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2016. 

Since Tyler Technologies Inc. is the only company that can provide this service, in 

accordance with the Town of Narragansett Code of Ordinances, Section 70-326 and 

Rhode Island General Laws, Chapter 55, Section 45-55-8, I, the Purchasing Manager, 

have determined this to be a sole source item. 

The total cost of the annual agreement is $35,693.33.  This cost is a 50/50 split with the 

School Department, with the Town portion being $17,846.66. 

 Funding is available in the Information Resources Operating Account, # 0001350 50311, 

Licenses/Dues. 

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to APPROVE the renewal of the Infinite Visions (Budget Sense) software 

maintenance agreement with Tyler Technologies Inc. in the amount of $17,846.66 for 

Fiscal Year 2015/2016. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 
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26.  A MOTION to AWARD the Request for Proposals (RFP) for 

 “Architectural\Engineering Services for Town Hall” to Robinson Green   

  Baretta (RGB), in the amount of $20,000.00.  

This item for a RFP is for architectural and engineering services Town Hall building 

improvements. The specific scope of work items that this RFP focused on were:    

• Element 1. Building Envelope/Water Infiltration/Walkway Access.  

• Element 2. Ventilation/Air Conditioning.  

• Element 3. Fire Suppression System 

Robinson Green Baretta (RGB) Architects was one of two (2) responses received. RGB 

had the lowest lump sum price and has completed other satisfactory work for the Town.  

In addition, RGB has offered a competitive package for all the Element tasks requested. 

A request for proposal was advertised in the Narragansett Times, solicited and posted on 

the Town of Narragansett and State Purchasing Division websites.  Seven vendors were 

solicited and two responded.  Funding is available in the Department of Public Work 

Capital Projects Account, #00200710 57520, Town Hall Renovations.  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to AWARD the Request for Proposals (RFP) for “Architectural\Engineering 

Services for Town Hall” to Robinson Green Baretta (RGB), in the amount of $20,000.00. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye  



Town Council Meeting Minutes 

September 8, 2015 

Book 56 Page 657 

 

27.  A MOTION to ADOPT a Resolution Supporting the Quonset Air Museum to 

 remain at its current location in North Kingstown. 

With this resolution, the Town Council would express its support for the Quonset Air 

Museum remaining in its current location.  This museum represents a historical and  

educational facility that is closely intertwined with the state’s Air Show.  It is part of the 

cultural fabric of the State of Rhode Island and should be preserved.     

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is unanimously 

so voted to ADOPT a Resolution Supporting the Quonset Air Museum to remain at its 

current location in North Kingstown. 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Christopher Wilkens aye,  

Patrick W. Murray aye, Matthew M. Mannix aye 

A  RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE QUONSET AIR MUSEUM 

RESOLUTION 2015-14 

 
Whereas, the Quonset Air Museum has been a catalyst in keeping the legacy and history 
of military aviation for our state and nation alive; and 
Whereas, the Museum functions as a research, education and exhibit facility to educate 
the public from all over the world in the contributions of Rhode Islanders to the growth 
and development of aviation and space exploration; and  
Whereas, the Museum has been instrumental in bringing added tourism and 
complementing our extremely successful Rhode Island National Guard Open House and 
Air Show; 
 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Narragansett Town Council fully supports 
the endeavors of the Quonset Air Museum to remain at its current location and work on a 
plan to remediate its building maintenance issues; and be it 

 
FURTHER RESOLVED, the Narragansett Town Council would not endorse any plans 
for the Rhode Island Airport Corporation to evict, remove, or place the Quonset Air  
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Museum and its artifacts in jeopardy of destruction, deterioration, repossession, or private 
purchase for personal gain; and be it  
 
FURTHER RESOLVED, the Narragansett Town Council respectfully requests that the 
Rhode Island Airport Corporation work with the Quonset Air Museum and the Town 
Council of North Kingstown on a plan to keep the museum in its rightful place and retract 
its eviction notice for September 2015, since the museum even now has six years 
remaining on its lease with the Corporation; 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution be forwarded to Governor Raimondo, 
Senate President, Speaker of the House, Narragansett Legislative Delegation, Quonset 
Development Corporation Board of Directors and Rhode Island Airport Corporation. 

 

Adopted this 8th day of September, 2015. 

      TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 
ATTEST:               S/Matthew M. Mannix, Council President             
S/Anne M. Irons, CMC-Town Clerk 

                     

28. A MOTION to SCHEDULE a WORK SESSION to interview candidates for a 

 Zoning Board Appointment. 

Zoning Board Member Robert Mulligan has resigned as a member of the Zoning Board 

of Review. As in accordance with the Town of Narragansett Rules for Commission, 

Committee and Board Appointments I. Selection Process of Members #4 all new 

vacancies on the Planning and Zoning Board will require that the Town Council 

interview those candidates.  As an announcement has been made that the council has 

received a resignation from the Zoning Board of Review I also wanted to give candidates 

the opportunity to file an application even though we did interview two candidates in 

August.       
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Susan Cicilline-Buonanno moved

so voted to SCHEDULE a WORK

Appointment to September 21, 2

 

Raymond A. Ranaldi aye, Susan 

Matthew M. Mannix aye, Christo

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

The meeting adjourns at 9:54 p

ATTEST:                                      

                                                      

                             

Anne M. Irons, CMC                    

Council Clerk                                

 

 

A digital format is made a part of the record fo

meeting. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel

 

 

 

 

moved, Raymond A. Ranaldi seconded and it is una

WORK SESSION to interview candidates for a Zoning Board 

er 21, 2015 tentatively 6:00 p.m. or 6:30 p.m.  

Susan Cicilline-Buonanno aye, Patrick W. Murra

Christopher Wilkens recused 

t 9:54 p. m.  

                                             MINUTES ACCEPTED AS

                                             PRESENTED/AMENDED

                                                                

                                           Anne M. Irons, CMC 

                                           Council Clerk 

e a part of the record for a complete account of the council

/channel/UCaXrjLKjolyaFtqVXBLwEfg 

nd it is unanimously 

for a Zoning Board 

 Murray aye, 

PTED AS  

MENDED 

of the council 
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TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC: ____________ 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. ______ 

 
Date Prepared: February 4, 2015 

Council Meeting Date: March 11, 2016  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  Jeffry Ceasrine, Acting Town Manager      
   

FROM: Michael J. DeLuca, Community Development Director 
 

SUBJECT:   A Public Hearing for Abandonment of Harris Avenue 
 

RECOMMENDATION:   

 
That the Town Council CONTINUES a PUBLIC HEARING on a Petition for 
Abandonment from John R. Sahagian for the eastern half of Harris Avenue on 
Assessor Plat P to add to Assessor’s Plat P, Lot 96 to March 21, 2016. 
 

SUMMARY: 

 
John Sahagian of South Pier Road has submitted a request to abandon the eastern 
portion of Harris Avenue to add to his property for improvement for the access to his 
property from South Pier Road for public safety reasons. 
 
In accordance with RIGL §24-6-1 the town council is authorized to abandon a highway 
or driftway in the town after public notice is given  to abutters as well as an 
advertisement for three successive weeks for a public hearing. A public hearing is held 
to consider the request for abandonment and if the town council declares the roadway 
abandoned and additional public notice is given as well as an advertisement declaring 
the abandonment for three successive weeks. 
  
The Planning Board reviewed this request at their October 20, 2015 meeting and took 
testimony from Mr. Sahagian.  They noted staff reluctance to support the abandonment 
due to environmental concerns and the possibility to use this area for vehicular access 
to Town land south of the Sahagian property in the future.  During discussion, Mr. 
Sahagian suggested that he hire a wetland & soils expert to look at the other paper 
streets that connect to the Town land.   The Planning Board continued their review to 
November in order to allow Mr. Sahagian to conduct site analysis of other rights-of-way 
nearby for the potential vehicular access to the Town Land.  
 
A PUBLIC HEARING was held on January 4, 2016 and continued to February 16, 2016. 
The applicant requested a continuation of the PUBLIC HEARING to the March 21, 
2016. The applicant has again requested another continuation to the April 18, 2016 
town council meeting. 
 

 ATTACHMENTS: 
 



_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  REV. 02/2010 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC: ____________ 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. ______ 

 
Date Prepared: March 11, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  March 21, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  Jeffry Ceasrine, Acting Town Manager      
   

FROM: Michael DeLuca, Community Development Director 
 

SUBJECT: Text Amendment to Zoning Ordinance  
 

RECOMMENDATION:   

 
A motion to SCHEDULE A PUBLIC HEARING for  text revision  of the definitions of 
“Building Coverage” and “Site Coverage” in the Zoning Ordinance.  
 

SUMMARY: 
 
The Community Development Department originally submitted a proposed text revision 
for each of these terms as part of the “omnibus “regulatory changes.  The “omnibus” bill 
is intended to periodically make minor changes in text that may provide clarification or 
correction of to an element of the Zoning Regulations.   
 
Per advice of the Town Solicitor, these definitions were removed for more in-depth 
deliberations by the Planning Board.    On March 15, 2016, the Planning Board 
reconsidered the two subject definitions resulting in clarifying revisions to both.  See 
attachment.  
 
Staff suggests a public hearing date of April 4, 2016. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Draft Ordinance with cover sheet 
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ZONING  ORDINANCE PROPOSED REVISION 

COMPARITIVE TEXT 

 

 

 

ORIGINAL TEXT 

Coverage, building. That percentage of the lot area covered by the combined area of all buildings 

or structures on the lot, i.e., building area divided by lot area. 

 

PROPOSED TEXT 

Coverage, building. That percentage of the lot area covered by the combined area of all buildings 

or structures on the lot, (i.e., building area divided by lot area). Notwithstanding the above, the  

structural components installed as part of a runoff or erosion control mitigation system, and/or 

the wetted surface of an above or in-ground pool shall not be counted in this calculation.  In 

addition, where the primary structure has met,  or is proposed to meet but not exceed, the 

maximum allowance regulated in Section 6.4 or 6.5, non-roofed open sundecks totaling up to 

15% of the adjacent residential unit’s overall footprint shall be exempt.   

 

(Action:  REMOVE - Added text would eliminate portions of a building that will NOT count 

toward coverage.  Under review for further interpretation and final edit) 

 

ORIGINAL TEXT 

Coverage, site. That percentage of the lot area covered by the building area, plus open porches, 

stairs, structures, walkways, driveways, parking areas and other concrete, asphalt, or other 

impervious surfaces that do not absorb stormwater. 

 

PROPOSED TEXT 

Coverage, site. That percentage of the lot area covered by the building area, plus covered 

porches, walkways, driveways, parking areas and other concrete, asphalt, or other structures or  

impervious surfaces that do not absorb stormwater. Notwithstanding the above, non-roofed, 

open sundecks and stairways shall not be included in this classification but will be counted 

toward building coverage in accordance with the definition of building coverage.  

 

(Action: REMOVE - Added / deleted text to eliminate portions of a building that not count 

toward site coverage for stormwater calculations. Under review for further interpretation and 

final edit ) 
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TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 

 

CHAPTER     ____________ 
 

 

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 731 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 

OF THE TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT, RHODE ISLAND, ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE 

IN RELATION TO ZONING” AS IT RELATES TO AMENDMENTS TO DEFINITIONS. 

 

 

 

It is ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Narragansett as follows: 

 

 

SECTION 1. Chapter 731 of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett entitled “An 

Ordinance in Relation to Zoning” is hereby amended as follows: 

 

 

SECTION 2. Section 2.2 of the Zoning Ordinance entitled ‘Definitions is amended by including the new 

/revised definitions as follows: 

 

 

Coverage, building. That percentage of the lot area covered by the combined area of all buildings or 

structures on the lot, (i.e., building area divided by lot area). Notwithstanding the above, the  structural 

components installed as part of a runoff or erosion control mitigation system, and/or the wetted surface of 

an above or in-ground pool shall not be counted in this calculation.  In addition, where the primary 

structure has met,  or is proposed to meet but not exceed, the maximum allowance regulated in Section 

6.4 or 6.5, non-roofed open sundecks totaling up to 15% of the adjacent residential unit’s overall footprint 

shall be exempt.   

 

Coverage, site. That percentage of the lot area covered by the building area, plus covered porches, 

walkways, driveways, parking areas and other concrete, asphalt, or other structures or  impervious 

surfaces that do not absorb stormwater. Notwithstanding the above, non-roofed, open sundecks and 

stairways shall not be included in this classification but will be counted toward building coverage in 

accordance with the definition of building coverage.  

 

 

SECTION 3.     This ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage, and all other ordinances or parts 

of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

 

First reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the 

____ day of _____________________, 2016. 

 

Second reading, read and passed in the Town Council meeting legally assembled the ____ day of 

_____________________, 2016. 

 

ATTEST:  

 

_______________________________________________ 

Anne Irons, Town Clerk                                                                                                                                                                       



 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC: ____________ 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. ______ 

 
Date Prepared: March 15, 2016  

Council Meeting Date:  March 21, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  Jeffry Ceasrine, Acting Town Manager      
   

FROM: Anne M. Irons, CMC-Town Clerk 

 
SUBJECT: Schedule Public Hearing –Transfer of Liquor License from Mainland   
  Narragansett RI Inc. d/b/a  Narragansett Grill, 1200 Ocean Road, Plat  L   
  Lot 237  to Carol & Mario Catering Inc., Carol A. Santilli, President, 1200   
  Ocean Road, Plat L Lot 237.   
 

RECOMMENDATION:   
 

That the Town Council schedule a public hearing on the application for a transfer of a  Class BV 
Liquor License  from Mainland Narragansett RI Inc. d/b/a  Narragansett Grill, 1200 Ocean Road, 
Plat  L Lot 237  to Carol & Mario Catering Inc., Carol A. Santilli, President, 1200 Ocean Road, 
Plat L Lot 237.   

 

SUMMARY: 
 

David Baptista has submitted an Application for Transfer of Beverage License to Carol & Mario 
Catering Inc., Carol A. Santilli, President, 1200 Ocean Road, Plat L Lot 237.   
 
As in accordance with the town’s liquor license rules and regulations the public hearing will be 
advertised in the newspaper twice at least 14 days before the scheduled public hearing. 
 
The suggested date for the public hearing is April 18, 2016 at 8:00 p.m. 
 
The current conditions/restrictions at that establishment are as follows: 

 
• The outdoor deck capacity not exceed 24 seats (6 four person tables) 

  and the garage doors will be closed at 9:00PM * 

• Food and beverage service on the deck shall cease with no person on the 
  deck after 9:00PM 

• No live entertainment be allowed on the premises, including DJ’s. 

• The 6 bar stools at the existing bar are authorized in exchange of the removal of 
6 existing seats in the current dining room and at the bar    

                       alcohol is allowed to be served with food  

• The kitchen closes at 11:00PM 

• Alcohol will be served at tables with food 

• The dumpster is to be locked and screened and not visible from the street 
 
*The “garage doors” no longer can be opened. 

 

ATTACHMENT: 
1. Application                       















 

 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC: ____________ 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. ______ 
 

Date Prepared: December 30, 2016 
Council Meeting Date:  March 21, 2016 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:  Honorable Town Council 
        
FROM: Dawson Hodgson, Town Solicitor 
 
SUBJECT: Proposed Amendment to Zoning Ordinance - Unrelated Persons 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
That the Town Council holds a PUBLIC HEARING to amend Chapter 731 of the Code 
of Ordinances of the Town of Narragansett entitled “Zoning”, Section 2.2 Definitions 
“Households”.  
 
That the Town Council RECEIVES and PLACES on FILE the recommendation from the 
Planning Board.  
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
In response to extensive community concerns over quality of life issues reported by residents in 
various Town neighborhoods, the Town Council established an Ad Hoc Commission on Student 
Rental Issues in 2014.  The Ad Hoc Committee has issued a report to the Council laying out a 
series of findings and recommendations to alleviate various quality of life and safety issues at-
tendant to the high concentration of student rentals in certain Narragansett neighborhoods.   
 
Included in the wide-ranging Ad Hoc Committee report are extensive findings and recommenda-
tions related to the Town’s zoning laws and enforcement.  The Town Council has considered 
these recommendations, and received extensive public comment in work sessions and regular 
meetings. The Council now seeks to implement one of the key recommendations of the Ad Hoc 
Committee: that the town should enact and enforce an ordinance which prohibits more than 4 
unrelated persons from occupying a single household.  
 
Narragansett ordinances currently prohibit more than 3 unrelated persons in a household, alt-
hough that ordinance has not been enforced since a Superior Court judge struck down the ordi-
nance in 1994 in the case of DiStefano v. Haxton. 
 
Notwithstanding a strong legal argument that the existing ordinance is now enforceable due to 
changes in the ordinance to reflect state law, the Town Council has reached a consensus that 
increasing the limit on unrelated persons from three to four would be the most appropriate 
method of lessening the intensity of use that has been created by proliferation of student rental 
properties in excess of 4 unrelated persons.  This increase in the limit will also limit the econom-
ic burden that enforcement of the existing ordinance might place on property owners who have 
invested in increasing the tenant capacity of their rental properties beyond what is allowed in the 
current ordinance.   
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State law requires any requested amendment to a Town’s zoning ordinance be submitted to the 
Planning Board for recommendation, and that the Board, with the aid of the planning depart-
ment, shall make a recommendation within 45 days.  The State law also requires the Town 
Council hold a Public Hearing on the amendment.  The Planning Board held hearings on the 
proposal on March 9, 2016 and the matter is now before the Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Public Hearing Advertisement  
2. Draft ordinance 
3. Planning Board Recommendation 



 

2.2. - Definitions.  

As used in this ordinance, the following words and terms shall have the meanings 

indicated unless otherwise specified.  

* * * 

Household. One or more persons living together in a single dwelling unit, with common 

access to, and common use of, all living and eating areas and all areas and facilities for 

the preparation and storage of food within the dwelling unit. The term "household unit" 

shall be synonymous with the term "dwelling unit" for determining the number of such 

units allowed within any structure on any lot in a zoning district. An individual household 

shall consist of any one of the following:  

(a) A family, which may also include servants and employees living with the family; 

or 

(b) A person or group of unrelated persons living together. The maximum number 

 shall be three four persons.  

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

DATE: March 16, 2016 

 

TO: Matthew M. Mannix, President – Honorable Town Council 

FM:   Terence Fleming, Chairman - Narragansett Planning Board 

 

RE: Recommendation on the requested Zoning Text Amendment increasing the number 

of unrelated individuals who can make up a “Household” 

 

 

 

On March 15, 2016, the Planning Board took under consideration a request from the Town 

Council to review and make recommendation on a proposal to increase the number of unrelated 

persons permitted to reside in a dwelling from 3 to 4.  In attendance were Chairman Fleming, Dr. 

O’Neill, Mr. Indeglia, Mr. Glazer & Mrs. Plaziak. 

 

 

A. PROJECT BACKGROUND 

 

The Town Council has been working with the Ad-Hoc Committee on Rental Issues for some 

time.    A report by the Ad-Hoc Committee’s Zoning Enforcement Sub-Committee was issued on 

July 13, 2015.  The first issue that has come forth from that report is the prospect of revising the 

Town’s Zoning Ordinance by re-defining the term “household” as allowing for a maximum of 4 

unrelated individuals.  This represents an increase of one (1) over the current limit of three 

unrelated individuals. 

 

 

B. STAFF ANALYSIS 

 

Staff analysis of this request used two approaches.  First, the staff looked to the current zoning 

codes from other communities to establish where the Town of Narragansett’s regulation fits 

within the overall RI community.  Second they looked to the current Comprehensive Plan for 

relevant policies that may affect or be affected by this quantitative change in definition. 

 

 

1.  HOUSEHOLD DEFINITION 

 

Staff researched the definition of “household” from nearly every city and town in RI.  They 

deduced that virtually all have accepted the State definition of “Household” set forth in RIGL 

45-24 and all but two have installed a maximum number of unrelated individuals.  These range 

from 3 unrelated individuals (20 communities) to 6 unrelated individuals (1 community).   Two 
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communities identify no maximum number.   One community (Burrillville) limits 2 persons per 

bedroom with a max of 3 unrelated individuals.  

 

It should be noted that the challenged definition in the DiStefano v. Haxton case was  from the 

1987  version of the Town’s Zoning Code.   In 1987, the Town set a limit of 3 unrelated 

individuals within the definition of “family”.  There was no definition of “household” at that 

time.  The current definition of “household” was set forth by the General Assembly in the 1991 

reenactment of the State’s Zoning enabling Law.   It is unknown what the pre-1991 zoning 

enabling law dictated for the definition of “family”.   

 

Today, the State’s definition of “family” includes “household” and our current definition of 

“household” includes a maximum number of 3 unrelated individuals as the maximum that can 

make up a household. 

 

The Board recognizes and accepts these facts as foundation for the discussion of the merits of a 

change to 4 unrelated individuals.  

 

 

2. CONSISTENCY WITH THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

 

The considerations the Planning Board have addressed in the past regarding map amendments 

involve the appropriateness of the change to the affected area, sufficiency of infrastructure to 

serve the new zone, consistency with proposed plans for the area and if the change will promote 

the development of the Town as envisioned in the Comprehensive Plan.  In the current case of a 

proposed text amendment these tests must be adapted slightly to: 

 

(1)       Whether the revised zoning definition is appropriate to the Land Use districts in which it 

would apply; 

(2) Whether public infrastructure is adequate to serve the demand that may result from the 

new designation; 

(3) Whether the proposed amendment is consistent with existing or envisioned development 

character of the zones in which it would be allowed; 

(4) Whether the proposed amendment will promote the development of the Town as 

contemplated in the Comprehensive Plan 

 

Land Use Appropriateness: The Future Land Use map provides five categories of residential land 

use and applies an appropriate color coded designation to the areas projected for residential 

development.  None of the Land Use Codes speaks directly (or indirectly) to the number of 

people inhabiting an individual home.  The unit of measure is “density” and density is measured 

by dwelling units, not tenancy.   The residential areas of town are designated in one of the Land 

Use categories below: 

1. Residential Cluster 

2. High Density Residential 

3. Medium Density Residential  

4. Low Density Residential 

5. Multi-Family Residential 
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Revising the number of unrelated individuals that may make up a household in Residential Zones 

could be appropriate for implementation dependent on the will of the Town.  Why 20 

communities chose 3 as their maximum and 13 others chose 4, 5 or 6 is highly dependent on the 

nature of the residential housing stock and the demographic trends of their populace. The 

housing stock in Narragansett is primarily single family detached housing, making up 84% of the 

Towns 9,910 dwelling units.  Of those 9,910 dwelling units, over 53% are either 3 or 4 bedroom 

units.  Only 6.5% of the entire housing stock has 5 bedrooms or more.   In terms of actual 

household size, the Narragansett average hovered between 2.3 and 2.6 individuals per household 

for the past 40 years.  According to the US Census, this figure has fallen since 1990 from 2.56 to 

2.36.  There is no accounting of the impact that seasonal residents may or may not have on this 

figure. 

 

The proposal to amend the number of unrelated individuals who can make up a “household” is 

not directly addressed in the Town Comprehensive Plan.   

 

  

Infrastructure: While the number of people living in a dwelling directly relates to their water  and 

sewer usage, the Town’s Water System Supply Management Plan and its corresponding 

Wastewater Management Plan utilize broad parameters when projecting future usage and impact 

on these utilities.   The modest change from 3 to 4 would not significantly affect their anticipated 

demand. 

 

In regard to other infrastructure, such as roadways, storm drains, electricity, cable etc., there is 

no measurable impact that can be connected to the general policies of the Town Comprehensive 

Plan. 

 

The proposed increase in the number of unrelated individuals that may be considered a 

“household”  would not likely affect water or sewer service at all.   

 

 

Area Consistency: Regarding consistency with existing development character for the zones in 

which it would be allowed, staff notes that the Town has 5 zones designated for residential 

development; R-80, R-40, R-20, R-10, R-10A.  These zones set forth the minimum land area 

necessary for a construction of a dwelling.  Hence, R-80 requires 80,000 square feet of land for 

each dwelling unit and so on.  

 

The number of individuals allowed to inhabit a dwelling is not regulated in any of these zones.    

 

 

Promotion of Comprehensive Plan: In order to consider if the proposal comports with the 

objectives of the Comprehensive Plan a review of relevant chapters of the 2005/2008 Plan was 

conducted.  There are a number of references to protecting the integrity of residential 

neighborhoods or promoting land use patterns that respect natural resources and reinforce 

community character.  There are also various references to revision of the Town regulations to 

implement the recommendations of the Plan.  However, none of these objectives incorporates a 

level of detail that speaks to the number of unrelated individuals who may inhabit a legal 

dwelling unit.   
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In Chapter 10, Housing, there is reference to “seasonal rental” dwellings.  The Plan 

acknowledges that property abuse, overcrowding and other disturbances of absentee landlords 

have become a major concern.  At page 104 the Plan suggests developing enforcement programs 

to address quality of life issues such as noise, parking and lack of maintenance.  The related 

section in Chapter 14, Implementation, identifies Action Item #97 – “that an increase in 

monitoring of rental housing” should be undertaken as an ongoing program by the Town 

building Inspector.   

 

As all involved know, these tasks are being undertaken.  The Building Official now has two part-

time employees who monitor housing conditions, paying particular attention to the 

neighborhoods that have a high percentage of seasonal rentals.  The rental registration program 

has become more sophisticated in the past 10 years and many violations have been caught and 

corrected in that time.  The Police Department has significantly stepped-up enforcement of the 

noise ordinance and other nuisance related regulations.   

 

In summary, Board has reviewed the proposal and concluded the proposed revision for the 

definition of “household” increasing the maximum allowed number of unrelated individuals 

from 3 to 4 has very little correlation with the scale and context of the policies of the 

Comprehensive Plan.  This is not to say that the general objectives of the Plan are not affected by 

actions of people who break the law or over-use residential property.  However, the proposed re-

designation of maximum household size (to a more liberal maximum), does not directly 

implement any objective of the plan – not even Action Item #97.   

 

Conversely, such a decision would also not violate any goal, objective or action item of the 

Comprehensive Plan.     

 

 

3. CONSISTENCY WITH PURPOSES OF ZONING  

 

The principal purposes of zoning that relate to this petition involve the following: 

 

• Promote the public health, safety and general welfare. 

• Providing  for a range of uses and intensities of use appropriate to the character of the 

Town, reflecting current and future needs. 

• Promoting implementation of the comprehensive plan. 

 

The Board acknowledges the Ad-Hoc Committee’s assertion that the proposed increase is 

allowed under the 1991 Zoning enabling law, however we are not necessarily certain that the 

1991 law negates the effect of Judge Fortunato’s decision in DiStefano v. Haxton.   

 

In the Board’s opinion, adoption of a new maximum number of individuals that may be 

considered a “household”  may be acceptable to the Town but will not have any significant  

effect on the consistency with the purposes of zoning.    
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C. BOARD’S CONCLUSION  

 

The Town Council referred this proposal to, “increase the number of unrelated persons 

permitted to reside in a dwelling from 3 to 4” for recommendation by the Planning Board.  The 

Board considered the implications of this proposal with regard to the Comprehensive Plan and 

Zoning Ordinance.  The Board reviewed the range of unrelated individuals allowed to make up a 

“household” in 35 communities statewide.   The Board also considered the report of the Ad-Hoc 

Committee on Rental Issues / Zoning Subcommittee giving deference to the depth and 

conclusions of their study. 

 

The Board suggests the increase in maximum number of unrelated individuals that may be 

considered a “household” is a choice dictated as much by the intangible, undefinable sense of 

comfort as it may be by any minute interpretation of the Town Comprehensive Plan. There 

clearly is variation within the State, from town to town, which seems to reflect each town’s 

character, but that does not rise to the level of affecting or being affected by the Comprehensive 

Plan of the Town.   For the reasons cited above, the Planning Board concludes this proposal may 

have merit to provide a valuable addition to the Town’s zoning regulatory program. 

 

 

D. BOARD’S  RECOMMENDATION 
 

Upon motion by Dr. O’Neill, seconded by Mrs. Plaziak, the Planning Board voted to make a 

positive recommendation to APPROVE the proposal to raise the maximum of unrelated 

individuals that can make up a household from 3 to 4. 

Motion passed 3-1-1 

(Ayes: Mr. Fleming, Dr. O’Neill, Mrs. Plaziak Nays: Mr. Glazer Abstain: Mr. Indeglia) 

 

 

1. Consistency with Comprehensive Plan: 

 

A motion by Mr. Indeglia, seconded by Mr. Glazer  to find the proposal to raise the maximum of 

unrelated individuals that can make up a household from 3 to 4, (as voted above),  to be “not 

compatible” with the Comprehensive Plan, failed by a vote of 2-3 

(Ayes: Mr. Indeglia, Mr. Glazer Nays Mr. Fleming, Dr. O’Neill, Mrs. Plaziak)  

 

Upon motion by Mrs. Plaziak, seconded by Dr. O’Neill, the Planning Board voted to find the 

proposal to raise the maximum of unrelated individuals that can make up a household from 3 to 

4, to be “not inconsistent” with the objectives and policies of the Town Comprehensive Plan. 

Motion passed 3-1-1 

(Ayes: Mr. Fleming, Dr. O’Neill, Mrs. Plaziak Nays: Mr. Glazer Abstain: Mr. Indeglia) 

 



 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:    01   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. _________ 

 
Date Prepared: March 11, 2016  

Council Meeting Date:  March 21, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  Jeffry Ceasrine, Acting Town Manager      
   

FROM: Anne M. Irons, CMC - Town Clerk 
 

SUBJECT: Class F-1 Liquor License Application – Middlebridge School,   
            April 15, 2016 @ The Towers 
 

RECOMMENDATION:   
 
That the Town Council approves a Class F-1 Alcoholic Beverage License for the 
Middlebridge School for a Parents Dinner Fundraiser for April 15, 2016 at the Towers, 
subject to state and local regulations. 

 
SUMMARY: 

 
Middlebridge School will be hosting the annual fundraiser “Parents Dinner” at the 
Towers on April 15, 2016. Under state law a Class F-1 Liquor License is required for 
special events when alcohol is served to the public. 
 
 

 

ATTACHMENT: 

 
1.  Applications (3) 
 
 
                             





 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:     02  

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. _________ 

 
Date Prepared: March 11, 2016  

Council Meeting Date:  March 21, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  Jeffry Ceasrine, Acting Town Manager      
   

FROM: Anne M. Irons, CMC - Town Clerk 
 

SUBJECT: Class F-1 Liquor License Application – Friends of the Narragansett   
  Historic Towers, Inc. April 29, 2016 @ The Towers 
 

RECOMMENDATION:   
 
That the Town Council approves a Class F-1 Alcoholic Beverage License for Friends of 
the Narragansett Historic Towers, Inc. for April 29, 2016 at the Towers, for the annual 
fundraiser “Taste of the Towers” subject to state and local regulations. 

 
SUMMARY: 

 
Friends of the Narragansett Historic Towers, Inc. will be hosting the annual fundraiser 
“Taste of the Towers” at the Towers on April 29, 2016. Under state law a Class F-1 
Liquor License is required for special events when alcohol is served to the public. 
 
 

 

ATTACHMENT: 

 
1.  Applications (3) 
 
 
                             





 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:   03  

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. _________ 

 
Date Prepared: March 11, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:   March 21, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  Jeffry Ceasrine, Acting Town Manager     
    

FROM: Anne M. Irons, CMC - Town Clerk 
 

SUBJECT: Miscellaneous Licenses- (Victualling) Dianne Mann 
                    d/b/a Nana’s Ice Cream & Gelato and Candy at Salty Brine’s Beach,  
  250 Sand Hill Cove Road, Narragansett, Rhode Island 
 

RECOMMENDATION:   

 

That the Town Council approve a Miscellaneous License application for a 
Victualling License for Dianne Mann d/b/a Nana’s Ice Cream & Gelato and  
Candy at Salty Brine’s Beach, 250 Sand Hill Cove Road, Narragansett, Rhode 
Island, subject to local and state regulations. 
 
 

SUMMARY: 

 
A victualing license is needed as in accordance with Article III, Section 14-46 “License 
Required” of the town’s ordinance in order to be serve food.  
 
 

ATTACHMENT: 
 
1. Application 
 
 
 





 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  04   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. _________ 

 
Date Prepared: March 11, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  March 21, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  Jeffry Ceasrine, Acting Town Manager     
    

FROM: Anne M. Irons, CMC - Town Clerk 

 

SUBJECT: Miscellaneous Licenses- (Holiday) Dianne Mann d/b/a Nana’s 
   Candy Bar at Narragansett Beach, 30A Pier Market Place  
           Narragansett, Rhode Island 
 

RECOMMENDATION:   

 

That the Town Council approve a Miscellaneous License application for a Holiday 
License  for Dianne Mann d/b/a Nana’s Candy Bar at Narragansett Beach, 30A 
Pier Market Place, Narragansett, RI, subject to local and state regulations. 
 
 

SUMMARY: 

 

A Holiday license is needed as in accordance with Article III, Section 14-406 
“Holiday Businesses” of the town’s ordinance and RIGL 5-23-2 in order to be 
open on holidays.  
 
 

ATTACHMENT: 
 
1. Application 
 

 
 





 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  05   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. _________ 

 
Date Prepared: March 11, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  March 21, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  Jeffry Ceasrine, Acting Town Manager     
    

FROM: Anne M. Irons, CMC - Town Clerk 
 

SUBJECT: Miscellaneous Licenses- (Holiday) (Victualling) Benjamin Wood 
                    d/b/a Salty’s Burgers & Seafood, 254 Great Island Road,   
           Narragansett, Rhode Island 
 

RECOMMENDATION:   

 

That the Town Council approve a Miscellaneous License application for a Holiday 
License and Victualling License for Benjamin Wood  d/b/a Salty’s Burgers & 
Seafood, 254 Great Island Road, Narragansett, Rhode Island,  subject to local 
and state regulations. 
 
 

SUMMARY: 

 

A Holiday license is needed as in accordance with Article III, Section 14-406 
“Holiday Businesses” of the town’s ordinance and RIGL 5-23-2 in order to be 
open on holidays.  
 
A victualing license is needed as in accordance with Article III, Section 14-46 “License 
Required” of the town’s ordinance in order to be serve food.  
 
 

ATTACHMENT: 
 
1. Application 
 
 
 





TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC: ______06______ 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. ______ 
 

Date Prepared:  March 11, 2016  

Council Meeting Date: March 21, 2016  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  Jeff Ceasrine, P.E., Acting Town Manager 
           

FROM: Steve Wright, Director Parks and Recreation  
 

SUBJECT: NRPA Middlebridge Educational Programs 
  
 

RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That the Town Council approves and authorizes the Narragansett Parks and Recreation 

Department to partner with the Narrow River Preservation Association and the Narrow 

River Land Trust in offering five educational programs at the Middlebridge property, 

subject to approval of state and local regulations.  

 

SUMMARY:   
 
For the fourth year, the Parks and Recreation Department is requesting approval to 

partner with the NRPA and NRLT to host five educational programs this summer on 

Saturday June 11, “What Lives in the River”, on Friday July 22nd “Moon Rising Sunset 

Paddle”, on Saturday August 6th “Art on the River, on September 17
th
 or 18th Gansett 

Days “What Lives in the River”,  and on Saturday September 24th “Land Trust Days” 

from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm as per attached.  

 

It is the intent of these educational programs to provide family activities on the river 

while increasing the awareness of the unique cultural and natural history of the 

watershed and the Middlebridge area. The RI Interlocal Trust has been consulted and 

provided approval of these family activities within the Town’s Insurance Coverage along 

with the NRPA and NRLT providing insurance coverage naming the Town of 

Narragansett as additionally insured. The Narragansett Land Conservancy Trust also 

approved these five educational programs at their meeting on March 10, 2016.   

 

ATTACHMENTS:   
 

1. NRPA Program for 2016 
 



 

   

Working since 1970 to preserve, protect, and restore the Narrow River and its watershed 

 

 

 

Date: March 10, 2016 

 

To; Narragansett Land Conservancy Trust, Narragansett, RI  

 

From: Narrow River Preservation Association (contact: Veronica M. Berounsky) and 

Narrow River Land Trust (contact: Julie Sharpe) 

 

Re: Narrow River Education & Activity Center at Middlebridge, Summer 2016 
 

In 2013, the Narrow River Preservation Association (NRPA) and Narrow River Land Trust (NRLT) 

in conjunction with the Town of Narragansett Park and Recreation Department launched the 

initial series of educational programs and family activities at the Town property at 

Middlebridge.  It was very successful with many attentive participants and we have held similar 

events each year. We propose another series for this summer into fall.  NRPA and NRLT share 

common interests to preserve, protect, and restore the environment and the quality of life for 

all communities within the Narrow River Estuary and its watershed and providing informational 

and educational opportunities to the public is an ideal way to promote those interests.  The 

Middlebridge property is a location with unique attributes: central in the watershed, easy 

access to shallow water, and with panoramic views.  For these reasons it serves well as an 

educational and activities center and a starting point for events that increase awareness of the 

cultural and natural history of Narrow River. We will also hold an activity at this location for 

“Gansett Days”.  

 

Our format worked well the past three years and we plan to repeat it. Programs will take place 

once a month, June thru September, on a weekend morning (except of course for the sunset 

kayak paddle). Inclement weather date will be the next day (except for “’Gansett Days”).  

Activities will be located near the water and just north of the marina and adjacent building. As 

experienced last year, parking at this time will not be in conflict with other activities going on at 

the property. Questions and reservations will be handled through the NRPA website, 

www.narrowriver.org . Registration (including liability waivers approved by the Parks and 

Recreation Department) will be onsite.  Activities will be free, though donations will be 

accepted for kayak rentals at the July paddle. The events will be advertised on the Town of 

Narragansett website calendar of events, in the local newspapers, and on educational 

listserves.  



 

   

Working since 1970 to preserve, protect, and restore the Narrow River and its watershed 

 

For the fourth season of the Center we propose a slate of programs similar to those in 2015:  

 

What lives in the River? (June 11
th

, 9-11 AM): An all ages introduction to common fish, shellfish, 

crabs and other inhabitants in the River. There will be hands-on seining with experts to catch river 

creatures and guided walks along the intertidal zone and salt marsh to observe the inhabitants. There 

will be river water tanks and microscopes to examine river creatures and guidebooks to help identify 

them.  Experts will discuss the importance of estuaries as nurseries for fish & shellfish, the fascinating 

migration of river herring, and the role of river plants in the food web. Please wear footwear that can 

get wet. 

 

Moon Rising Sunset Paddle (July 22
nd

, beginning at 5:00 PM): The ninth Annual Pettaquamscutt 

Paddle, sponsored by Narrow River Kayaks, is an annual guided kayak paddle scheduled soon after July's 

Full Buck Moon. After brief paddle and safety instruction and a presentation by NRPA board members, 

the guided sunset paddle takes paddlers into the John H. Chafee National Wildlife Refuge at 

Pettaquamscutt Cove and to the beach near the mouth of the inlet for a stretch before returning to 

Middlebridge with the incoming tide as the sun gently sets on the western horizon.  Stay around 

afterwards for refreshments, conversation and a raffle drawing. 

 

Art on the River (Saturday, August 6, 9-11 AM):  Local artists will give Instruction to adults in 

drawing and painting scenes of the Middlebridge area, while children will have their own guided artistic 

activities. Bring your easels or sketch pads or cameras to capture the beauty of this iconic site. Sketch 

your version of an expansive landscape view or crouch down and capture a still life view of oysters on 

the fringe of the salt marsh.  In addition, “plein air” (open air) painters and other artists will be 

demonstrating their techniques. Or capture the sights with your camera or iphone or ipad and download 

photos real time to the NRPA Facebook page. 

 

‘Gansett Days (September 17 or 18
th

)- As we did last year, we will do another of our popular “What 

lives in the River?” events and another Narragansett marsh walk.  Day and time to be determined by the 

‘Gansett Days Committee. 

 

Land Trust Days (Saturday, September 24th, 10-12 AM): Our contribution to a state-wide celebration 

of special green spaces just outside your door. Departing from the Center, join us for an all ages guided 

walk across the bridge and through the Garrison House Acres Narrow River Land Trust property. The 

tour will discuss the significance of the Jireh Bull Garrison House to King Phillips War, natural history, 

and on-going activities to improve wildlife habitat.  Please wear sturdy shoes and bring binoculars if you 

can. 

 



TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC: ______07______ 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. ______ 
 

Date Prepared:  March 7, 2016  

Council Meeting Date: March 21, 2016  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  Jeff Ceasrine, P.E., Acting Town Manager 
           

FROM: Steve Wright, Director Parks and Recreation  
 

SUBJECT: Quest Montessori School “Walk for Quest” 
  
 

RECOMMENDATION:  

 
That the Town Council approves the request from the Quest Montessori School for their 

annual “Walk for Quest” to be held on Saturday May 21, 2016 subject to approval of 

state and local regulations 

 

SUMMARY:   
 
This walk is their annual walk, scheduled for Saturday May 21, 2016 from 2:00 pm to 

4:00 pm. The walk starts and finishes at the Domenic Christofaro Park, and is a simple 

out and back course on Boston Neck Road and inside Christofaro Park. There is an 

expectation of 150 participants for this year’s walk. Temporary barriers will be in place 

to buffer sidewalk and travel between the school and the park. Narragansett Police will 

be hired for traffic control if required. A certificate of Liability Insurance naming the 

Town of Narragansett as “Additionally Insured” will be provided prior to be the event.    

 

ATTACHMENTS:   
 

1. Application for Special Use 
2. Map 

 
 
 











TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC: ___08_________ 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. ______ 

 
Date Prepared: March 1, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  March 21, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:   Jeffry Ceasrine, Acting Town Manager     
    
FROM:  Susan W. Gallagher, Purchasing Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Contract Extension for Fiber Optic System Maintenance and 

Improvement Services 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   

 
That the Town Council approves the one-year contract extension for “Fiber Optic 
System Maintenance and Improvement Services” for all departments with Sertex, LLC 
at their quoted bid prices for a one-year period, ending February 28, 2017.   
   
SUMMARY: 
 
The Town has an existing fiber optic communications system network that links key Town 
facilities throughout the Town.  The system includes pole-mounted fiber cable (13.9 miles), 
building drops, system hardware, connectors, and other equipment necessary to support 
emergency and routine communications (voice and data) between these key facilities. 
 
This original bid was for the service and maintenance of this critical system and provides 
us with better response times in emergency situations (over clients that do not have such a 
contract).  Our public safety 800 MHz radio communications system relies on this network, 
so the ability to maintain it, particularly during and immediately after storm events is critical. 
 The bid includes set hourly rates for various trades as well as pre-determined mark ups on 
parts, materials, and equipment.   
 
Town Council awarded the original bid on February 27, 2012.  Sertex has agreed to extend 
the contract for one year at the same rates, mark ups, terms and conditions as the original 
bid specifications/proposal.   The one year contract extension ends on February 28, 2017.  
 
Any project initiated under this contract with a value exceeding $4,000.00 requires prior 
Town Council authorization.  In addition, work under this contract will be limited to a value 
of less than $50,000.00 unless further Town Council approval has been granted. 
 
Funding is available in the respective departmental operating account or in the 
appropriate capital projects account. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1.  Solicitation spreadsheet for January 25, 2012 bid opening  
2. Contract extension letter signed by Sertex, LLC. 







TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  09   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
Date Prepared: March 3, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  March 21, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:   Jeffrey Ceasrine, Acting Town Manager     
    
FROM:  Michael DiCicco, Director of Public Works 
 
PREPARED BY: Susan W. Gallagher, Purchasing Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Emergency repairs to School Bus 16 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   

 
That the Town Council approves, ratifies and confirms the emergency repairs to Bus 16, 
performed by Anderson Motors, in the amount of $3,023.07. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
On February 1st, School Bus #16 had to be towed to Anderson Motors in East Providence 
for repairs to the exhaust system. These repairs were covered under warranty.  However, 
while the bus was being repaired, the mechanics determined that the radiator and 
aftercooler needed total replacement, which is not covered under warranty. 
 
As the bus was already in their facility and disassembled for the exhaust system work, our 
Fleet Mechanics requested that Anderson also perform the required radiator and 
aftercooler work. Also, the bus was scheduled for State Inspection the following week and 
would not have passed inspection had the repairs not been performed.  
 
Anderson Motors provided a verbal quote for parts and labor in the amount of 
approximately $3,300.00. Acting Town Manager Ceasrine approved the emergency repair 
and PO 20163857 was issued to Anderson Motors for the estimated amount.    
 
As of this date, the Bus is completely repaired and is back in service. Invoice #41850 
has been received from Anderson Motors, in the amount of $3,023.07 (less than the 
original estimate). 
 
Funding is available in the Public Works Fleet Maintenance Division Operating Account 
#0001735 50504, Vehicle Maintenance/Repair.  
 
 ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Memo to ATM Ceasrine requesting authorization, dated 2/23/16 
2. Email approval from ATM. 
3. PO 20163857 to Anderson Motors 
4. Invoice #41850 from Anderson Motors. 











TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  10   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 
Date Prepared: March 3, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  March 21, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:   Jeffrey Ceasrine, Acting Town Manager     
    
FROM:  Michael DiCicco, Director of Public Works 
 
PREPARED BY: Susan W. Gallagher, Purchasing Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Emergency Repairs to DPW Truck 17 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   

 
That the Town Council approves, ratifies and confirms the purchase of vital parts for DPW 
Truck 17 from New England Truck Equipment, in the amount of $4,447.08. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
During snow removal operations on February 5

th
, 2016 the Chelsea Hot Shift PTO (Power 

Take Off) and Eaton 80cc Load Sense Pump both failed. These items are mounted on the 
transmission and are vital to operating the hydraulics on the vehicle. Without them, there is 
no way to spread salt, operate the plow or lift the dump body to empty the contents. 
 
New England Truck Equipment was the only vendor at that time able to provide the parts. 
Acting Town Manager Ceasrine was consulted and gave verbal approval to purchase the 
parts, as our department couldn’t afford to be down a large plow/sander for an extended 
period of time. 
 
The parts were ordered and delivered, and the truck was back in working order within a 
week. The total cost of the PTO and Pump, including next day shipping, was $4,447.08.  
 
As of this date, the Truck is 100% repaired and is back in service. Invoice 4177 has 
been received from New England Truck Equipment LLC and is awaiting Town Council 
approval, ratification and confirmation so a Purchase Order can be obtained to pay for 
the parts.  
 
Funding is available in the Public Works Fleet Maintenance Division Operating Account 
#0001735 50504, Vehicle Maintenance/Repair.  
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Invoice 4177 from New England Truck Equipment, LLC (2/9/2016). 





TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC: ____11________ 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. ______ 
 

Date Prepared:  March 7, 2016 

Council Meeting Date: March 21, 2016  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:   Jeff Ceasrine, P.E., Acting Town Manager 
           
FROM:  Steve Wright, Director Parks and Recreation  

 

PREPARED BY:   Susan W. Gallagher, Purchasing Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Award of bid - Purchase & Installation of Flag Poles at the Rotary 
 
  
RECOMMENDATION:  

 
That the Town Council awards the bid for the “Purchase and Installation of Flag Poles 
at the Charles Ted Wright Rotary” to the lowest bidder, Abcore Restoration Company, 
Inc., in the amount of $6,490.00. 
 
SUMMARY:   

 
This bid was for the purchase and installation of three flagpoles at the Charles Ted 
Wright Rotary to replace the three existing flagpoles.  The bid included one (1) 25’H 
pole in the center and two (2) 20’H flagpoles.  The aluminum flagpoles will be internal 
halyard, ground set cone tapered and can withstand a flagged wind speed of 120 MPH. 
The purchase includes installation by the contractor.  
 
Request for bids was advertised in the Narragansett Times, solicited and posted on the 
Town of Narragansett and State Purchasing Division websites.    Eight vendors were 
solicited and five responded.  The attached spreadsheet lists the results from the 
solicitation. 
 
Funding is available in the Parks and Recreation Capital Projects Account #200810 
57030, Park Rehabilitation. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
 

1. March 1, 2016 solicitation spreadsheet for bid opening. 
 

 
 

 
 





TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  12   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No.    

 

                                                                                                   Date Prepared: March 15, 2016  
                                                                                       Council Meeting Date: March 21, 2016 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:                Honorable Town Council 
         
FROM:          Susan Cicilline-Buonanno, President Pro Tem   
 
SUBJECT: Town Manager Position  
 
RECOMMENDATION:    

 

That the Town Council discusses the process and procedure of hiring the Town 
Manager for the Town of Narragansett. 
 
 
SUMMARY: 

 
At the March 7th meeting the council requested that the resumes that have been 
received to date for the town manager’s position be forward to the council for review 
and other resumes that are received be sent on a rolling basis to the council.  
 
 
It was also decided that the deadline for submitting a resume be extended to March 21st.  
The town manager job description and how to move forward would be discussed at the 
next meeting. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 

1. Job Description  
 









TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC: _______13_____ 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. ______ 

 
Date Prepared: March 14, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  March 21, 2015 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:  Honorable Town Council 
         
FROM: Jeffry Ceasrine, P.E., Town Engineer \ Acting Town Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Proposed Trolley Concession Agreement 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   

 
That the Town Council approve a one (1) year agreement (with potential extensions) 
between the Town of Narragansett and South County Trolley, LLC, and to authorize the 
Town Manager to sign said agreement. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
Pursuant to the work session held on March 7, 2016, the attached draft agreement has 
been developed to all for South County Trolley, LLC to use the Pier School parking lot as 
part of their proposed trolley service.  
 
The proposed term is for one (1) year, with an option to extend annually for up to four (4) 
additional years, upon approval by both parties. 
 
The proposed fee schedule, based on input from the Town Council at the March 7, 2016 
work session is as follows: 
Year 1  $1.00 
Year 2  2.5% of gross revenue 
Year 3  5% of gross revenue 
Year 4  7.5% of gross revenue 
Year 5  10 of gross revenue 
 
At the present time, the agreement is limited to the Pier School parking lot, with specific 
areas delineated for use by the proposed trolley service. The agreement includes a parking 
area map and a list of previously-committed special events that may render all or a portion 
of this lot unusable. 
 
 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Draft Town of Narragansett Trolley Concession Agreement 
2. Parking Map & Events 
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Town of Narragansett  
Trolley Concession 

 

 
THIS CONCESSION AGREEMENT is entered into this _______ day of March, 2016, by and 

between the Town of Narragansett , hereinafter described as the “GRANTOR” and South 

County Trolley & Transportation, LLC, hereafter described as the “CONCESSIONAIRE”. 

 

WITNESSETH 

That GRANTOR does hereby authorize, agree, and grant to CONCESSIONAIRE  the exclusive 

right to utilize certain properties owned by GRANTOR to conduct a summer trolley service 

pursuant to the terms, conditions, and limitations of this agreement, as set forth below.    

 

1. Definitions 
  

Concessionaire: The term Concessionaire, as used herein, refers to South County Trolley, LLC, 

as the holder of a grant to use the premises described.  

Grantor: The term Grantor, as used herein, refers to the Town of Narragansett, its agents or 

subdivisions. 

Gross Revenue: The term gross revenue means funds received by CONCESSIONAIRE 

attributable to the operation of this concession. 

Summer Season: the term Summer Season means that time between the conclusion and 

resumption of the academic year at the Narragansett School Department 

Shoulder Season: The term Shoulder season means that time period during the pendency of 

the academic year at the Narragansett School Department. 

Exclusive: The term exclusive, or exclusive use, refers to operation of trolleys or public 

transportation services, and shall not be construed to prohibit GRANTOR or members of the 

public from parking if such parking would be otherwise permitted.  

 



 

 

2. Permission Granted 
 
GRANTOR hereby authorizes CONCESSIONAIRE to operate a passenger trolley service in the 

Town of Narragansett and to use certain parking lots owned by GRANTOR for the purpose of 

parking cars belonging to patrons of said trolley service. The approved routes of 

CONCESSIONAIRE’s trolley service are set forth in Exhibit A, adherence to which is made a 

condition to this agreement.  GRANTOR authorizes CONCESSIONAIRE to load and unload 

passengers at such designated parking lots, a specified location at the Narragansett Town 

Beach, or other locations owned by GRANTOR  which may be approved in writing by the 

GRANTOR.  Specific designated locations for parking, loading, unloading and operations must 

be approved in writing, and all are subject to annual review by GRANTOR, through the Town 

Manager or his designee.  The Trolly concession is exclusive to CONCESSIONAIRE.  

 
 

3. Premises 
 
GRANTOR, at its sole discretion will designate the parking lot(s) that will be made available for 

the trolley service customers in writing.  The approved parking lot for 2016 is located at the 

Narragansett Pier School. Parking spaces available to CONCESSIONAIRE will be designated 

at sole discretion of the GRANTOR  The parking spaces available to CONCESSIONAIRE at 

Pier School are set forth in Exhibit B. On weekdays, 80 spaces will available; on weekends and 

public holidays, 99 spaces will be  available as described in Exhibit B. CONCESSIONAIRE’S 

future use of additional parking lots is contemplated by this agreement and may be authorized 

at sole discretion of the GRANTOR. 

 
 

4. Term of Agreement 
 

This concession agreement is entered into for a term of one (1) year.  There is an annual option 

to extend the agreement for one (1) year, up to four (4) additional years upon agreement by 

both parties. 

 
 

5. Revenue Sharing and Fee Payment  
 

CONCESSIONAIRE agrees to compensate GRANTOR no later than December 31st of each 

year according to the following schedule:  



 

 

 

Annual Fee Schedule 

2016 $1 

2017 2.5% gross revenue 

2018 5% gross revenue 

2019 7.5% gross revenue 

2020 10% gross revenue 

 

 

 
6. Hours / Days of Operation 
 
Shoulder Season:  CONCESSIONAIRE may utilize the Premises from 8:00 am until 11:00 pm. 

on Saturdays, Sundays and Public Holidays observed by the Narragansett School Department.  

Summer Season:  CONCESSIONAIRE may utilize the Premises all days of the week from 8:00 

am until 11:00 pm. 

Special Events: CONCESSIONAIRE’s use may be displaced by parking needs of the 

GRANTOR on the dates and times of Special Events identified and communicated by the 

GRANTOR in writing. Special Events for 2016 are set forth in Exhibit C. 

 
 

7. Operating Responsibilities 
 
Public Service: CONCESSIONAIRE agrees that the character of service shall be the best 

obtainable, and at all times be sufficient to meet the reasonable demands of the public; that the 

Town Manager or his designee shall have the right to object to character of the service, and to 

order the objectionable service or conditions discontinued or remedied. CONCESSIONAIRE will 

be provided a reasonable time period to remedy or discontinue the the service in question.  All 

visitors shall be permitted to avail themselves of the privileges offered and in no way shall 

CONCESSIONAIRE or his/her employees discriminate against an individual in any manner.  

Lighting:  CONCESSIONAIRE is responsible for ensuring adequate lighting exists to protect the 

safety and security of patrons. 

 



 

 

Staffing:  CONCESSIONAIRE is responsible for providing adequate personnel to staff any 

parking lot utilized p pursuant to this agreement, but in no case less than one attendant must be 

on duty during hours of operation.  

 
 

8. Maintenance of Premises 
 

CONCESSIONAIRE shall keep the Premises and any building, structure or appurtenance 

thereon utilized pursuant to this agreement, clean and in good repair during the term of this 

agreement , ordinary wear and tear thereof, damage by fire, and other unavoidable casualty 

excepted, provided that the CONCESSIONAIRE shall obtain and maintain the insurance 

specified herein, and at the expiration or sooner termination of this agreement, the 

CONCESSIONAIRE will quietly and peaceably surrender up possession of the Premises to 

GRANTOR in as good condition as they are or may be put in, unavoidable casualty excepted.   

CONCESSIONAIRE shall be responsible for and repair, at its own expense all damage caused 

by CONCESSIONAIRE, CONCESSIONAIRE’S negligence or by the negligence of 

CONCESSIONAIRE’s agents, employees, servants, invitees or visitors to the Premises, said 

damage to be repaired to the satisfaction of the GRANTOR. The GRANTOR may may enter to 

view and inspect the Premises and to order such repairs as may be reasonably considered 

necessary. 

 
Utilities: concessionaire agrees to pay when due any utility expenses incurred in relation to this 

agreement. 

Trash: the concessionaire is responsible for disposal of all trash generated by the 

concessionaire at their own expense. The concessionaire shall keep all trash in lockable 

storage containers on the premises prior to disposal. 

 
9. Improvements 
 
Generally: CONCESSIONAIRE may make no improvements to Premises without obtaining prior 

written consent of GRANTOR.  

Signs: Traffic signs, business signs, and advertising signs of any particular brand or commodity 

may not be posted, except as may be approved by the Director of Parks and Recreation or his 

designee.  All signs must be in conformance with the Zoning Ordinance.  



 

 

 
10. Liability 
 
Indemnification: The Tenant will indemnify and hold harmless the Town against any and all 

liability relating to the trolley service, including but not limited to passenger safety, pedestrian 

safety, motor vehicle collision, general property damage, and motor vehicle damage for vehicles 

that are parked at the School parking lot(s) for trolley users. 

Liability Insurance: CONCESSIONAIRE shall obtain and maintain throughout the operation of 

this lease, general liability insurance running to the benefit of both CONCESSIONAIRE and 

GRANTOR in the sum of ONE MILLION DOLLARS ($1,000,000) aggregate, which shall include 

bodily injury, death, and property damage. 

Fire and Extended Coverage Insurance: CONCESSIONAIRE shall obtain and maintain 

throughout the operation of this Concession, personal property insurance for all personal 

property on the Premises. GRANTOR assumes no responsibility for personal property of 

CONCESSIONAIRE or its patrons on the premises.  

Certificates: CONCESSIONAIRE shall provide GRANTOR with certificates of all insurance 

specified above with proof of payment off the premium(s) therefore at the commencement of 

this Concession Agreement and annually on or before January 1st of of each year year of this 

Concession Agreement and as GRANTOR may otherwise reasonably request. Such insurance 

shall be written with a company or companies of recognized responsibility authorized to engage 

in the business of such insurance in Rhode Island.  

 
 

11. Prohibited Acts 
 
CONCESSIONAIRE  shall not permit any overnight parking on the property of GRANTOR. 

CONCESSIONAIRE shall not charge a fee for parking on the property of GRANTOR. 

CONCESSIONAIRE shall not engage in any commercial activity the property of GRANTOR 

outside the scope of this agreement without prior written authorization.  

 

 

12. Taxes, Permits and Licenses 
 



 

 

CONCESSIONAIRE will obtain and provide proof to GRANTOR of an active and valid Public 

Motor Vehicle (PMV) company license from the Rhode Island Public Utility Commission 

(RIPUC). 

CONCESSIONAIRE will obtain and provide proof to the GRANTOR of an active and valid 

Rhode Island  Jitney Certificate from the RIPUC. 

CONCESSIONAIRE must comply with all applicable state local or federal regulations which 

govern any activity engaged by the CONCESSIONAIRE.  

CONCESSIONAIRE must comply with all tax and other pertinent regulations. 

CONCESSIONAIRE shall conspicuously display all appropriate up-to-date certificates of 

compliance on the Premises. 

 

13. Assignment, Sublease, Bankruptcy 
 
This Concession is not transferrable in any manner without written authorization of the 

GRANTOR.  CONCESSIONAIRE shall not assign any rights or privileges of this agreement, or 

any part of the premises. Any attempt transfer the concession or any privilege thereunder, 

whether by CONCESSIONAIRE, creditor or judicial authority, shall be considered a default and 

terminate this agreement. 

 

14. Business Records 
 
Concurrent to payment of the annual fee, CONCESSIONAIRE will provide annually to 

GRANTOR a financial statement that adheres to generally accepted accounting principles  and 

identifies CONCESSIONAIRE’s gross revenue attributable to this concession, for the purposes 

of calculating and verifying payment of the fee and revenue sharing commitments set forth in 

this agreement. 

CONCESSIONAIRE shall maintain during the term of the agreement and for three years 

thereafter, all of its books, letters, journals, and accounts wherein are kept all entries reflecting 

the gross receipts received or billed by it from business transactions pursuant to the concession 

agreement. Such books, letters, journals and accounts, and records shall be available for 

inspection and examination by GRANTOR during ordinary business hours at any time during 

the term of this agreement and for at least three years thereafter. 

 



 

 

 
15. Regulations, Inspections, & Directives 

 
CONCESSIONAIRE will obtain and provide proof to the Town of an active and valid Public 

Motor Vehicle (PMV) company license (from the RIPUC). 

CONCESSIONAIRE will obtain and provide proof to the Town of an active and valid RI Jitney 

Certificate (from the RIPUC). 

 

16. Termination 
 
Prior termination: in the event that the concessionaire shall fail to pay any installment of monies 

due within 15 days of that payment being due, or in the case of failure on the part of the 

CONCESSIONAIRE to perform all the requirements and agreements contained in the 

concession agreement, and such a failure shall continue for more than 21 days after written 

notice has been given by the grantor to the concessionaire specifying the existence and nature 

of the failure to perform, each of which shall be deemed a default, the GRANTOR shall be at 

liberty to declare this agreement at an end  

 

The failure of GRANTOR to insist on any one or more instances upon the strict and literal 

performance of any of the terms or conditions of this concession agreement, or to exercise any 

option of the GRANTOR herein contained, will not be construed as a waiver of such terms, 

conditions, or options. The receipt by the GRANTOR of funds after the giving of any notice 

required to be given to the CONCESSIONAIRE by law or by the terms of this agreement will not 

in any way affect the operation of such notice.  

 

17. Waiver 
 
A waiver of a default of any part, term, or provision of the concession agreement shall not be 

construed as a waiver of any succeeding default or as a waiver of the part, term or provision 

itself. A party's performance after the other parties default shall not be construed as a waiver of 

that default. 

 

 

 



 

 

18. Notices 
 
All notices required to be given by the CONCESSIONAIRE to the grantor shall be addressed in 

writing to the Town Manager of the Town of Narragansett, 25 Fifth Ave., Narragansett, RI 

02882, with copies of such notices to be sent to the Superintendent of Schools of their designee 

under which the property is managed.  Any notices from the GRANTOR  to the 

CONCESSIONAIRE shall be addressed to such address CONCESSIONAIRE has designated 

by notice in writing. 

 

19. Conditions and Covenants 
 
Each covenant herein is a condition, and each condition herein is as well as covenant by the 

parties bound thereby, unless waived in writing by the parties hereto. 

 

20. Force Majeure 
 
Neither party hereto shall be liable to the other for any failure, delay, or interruption in the 

performance of any of the terms, covenants or conditions of the AGREEMENT do to cause is 

beyond the control of that party including, without limitation, strikes, boycotts, labor disputes, 

embargoes, shortage of material, act of God, landslides acts of the public enemy, acts of 

superior governmental authority, floods,riots, rebellion, sabotage, or any other circumstance for 

which such party is not responsible and which is not in its power to control. 

 

21. Remedies are Non-Exclusive 
 
No right, power, remedy or privilege of GRANTOR shall be construed as being exhausted or 

discharged by the exercise thereof in one or more instances. It is agreed that each and all of 

said rights, powers, remedies, or privileges shall be deemed cumulative and additional, and not 

in lieu of, exclusive of each other, or any other remedy available to GRANTOR at law or in 

equity.  

 

22. Agreement Binding on Successors 
 
This agreement shall be binding upon and shop in your to the benefit of the successors, heirs, 

executors, administrators, and assigns of the parties hereto. The term CONCESSIONAIRE 

show include any assignee of the CONCESSIONAIRE under any assignment permitted and 

approved by the GRANTOR 



 

 

 

23. Law of Rhode Island Applies 
 

This Concession Agreement and all rights and obligations hereunder shall be governed by the 

laws of the town of Narragansett and the State of Rhode Island. 

 
24. Waiver of Claims 
 
CONCESSIONAIRE hereby waives any claim against GRANTOR, it's officers, agents, or 

employees, for loss of anticipated profits caused by any suit or proceeding directly or indirectly 

attacking the validity of the concession agreement or any part thereof, or by any judgment or 

award in any suit or proceeding declaring the concession agreement no, void or voidable, or 

delaying the same, or any part here of, from being carried out. 

 

25. Agreement Contains Entire Agreement 
 

This Concession Agreement sets forth the entire understanding of the parties and supersedes 

any and all prior agreements, representations, arrangements and understandings between the 

parties.  

 

26. Incorporation of Documents 
 
This agreement and incorporated documents represent the entire integrated agreement of the 

parties in supersedes all prior written or oral representations, discussions, and agreements. The 

following exhibits are to be attached to and made part of this agreement by reference: 

 

Exhibit A. - Trolley Route description and Map 

Exhibit B. - Narragansett Pier School designated parking areas 

Exhibit C. - Special Events Calendar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IN WITNESS HEREOF, the parties have hereunto set their hands and seals the day and year 
first above written. 



 

 

 
WITNESS:      CONCESSIONAIRE: 
       South County Trolley & Transportation LLC 
        
 
________________________________  ________________________________ 
 
 
________________________________  ________________________________ 
 
WITNESS:      GRANTOR: 
       Town of Narragansett 
 
 
________________________________  By: _____________________________ 
       Acting Town Manager 
 
APPROVED AS TO SUBSTANCE,   Date Approved: ___________________ 
TERMS & CONDITIONS:    Narragansett Town Council  
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:    ________________________________ 
       Town Solicitor  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exhibits 













 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC: ____14________ 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. ______ 

 
                                                                                                   Date Prepared: March 11, 2016 

                                                                                        Council Meeting Date: March 21, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:     Honorable Town Council 
         
FROM:   Matthew M. Mannix, Council Member 
 
SUBJECT: A MOTION to instruct the Town Staff to not collect the 2015 fee, 

delineated in an April 2013 contract, from Narragansett Little League for 
the use of town facilities for Little League activities 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION:    

 
 In 2012, the Town Manager at the time apparently instructed town staff to 
formulate agreements with several sports organizations, including the Narragansett 
Little League, to charge those organizations for the use of town facilities.  It does not 
appear that this effort was initiated by Narragansett Little League, the townspeople of 
Narragansett or the town council members sitting on the council in 2012.  
 
 After the agreements had been drafted, those agreements appeared on the 
CONSENT AGENDA of the April 15, 2013 town council meeting.  The item was not 
removed from the consent agenda and the council approved the agenda item with no 
discussion.  That meeting took place five months into my first term on the council.   
 
 In the spring of 2015, members of the Narragansett Little League contacted me 
to inform me that they had received a bill for $2,500.00 from the Town of Narragansett. 
I requested a meeting with Town Manager Pam Nolan and Parks and Recreation 
Director Steve Wright and the new board members of the Narragansett Little League.  
At that meeting, the Little League board members informed us that they had basically 
inherited this contract and were unable to pay the fee to which former members of the 
Little League had agreed.  Furthermore, they shared some of their financial reports with 
Pam, Steve and me, showing that they did not have the funds to pay this fee.  At that 
meeting, the parties agreed to suspend the payment of the fee until after the summer 
season and meet again in the fall of 2015 to revisit the issue.  There was also some 
discussion about reducing the fee to $1,000.00, but that change would have required 
council approval.  The suspension of the fee simply required Pam to allow the payment 
to the town to be delayed. 
 After the summer season, the same parties, joined by Tom Tessitore of the 
Parks and Recreation Department, met to discuss the payment of the fee.  The 
discussion focused on the merits of collecting the fee at all, rescinding the contract that 
had been approved in April of 2013, reducing the fee and other options.  Pam had 
indicated that other council members had contacted her about not requiring the sports 
organizations, including the Little League, to pay these usage fees in 2016 and beyond, 
which would basically rescind the 2013 contracts.  However, the issue of the 2015 fee 
remained. 
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 After that meeting, I had informed Pam that I would place an agenda item to not 
force the Little League to pay the 2015 fee.  I thought that the revenue of $2,500.00 (or 
$1,000.00 if the fee was reduced) was not significant enough in a town with an annual 
budget of over $55 million to force the parents of children who want to play baseball in 
Narragansett to pay the town from the Little League’s budget.  I had never heard of 
such a fee being charged the Little League in Narragansett in my years growing up in 
the town.  Such a change should not have been placed on the CONSENT AGENDA in 
the first place, which is typically reserved for items that are not significant changes to 
town policy and not expected to engender controversy. 
 
 I did not have time to prepare that agenda item in the fall.  I planned to prepare 
the item in the New Year, but was again delayed by the sad passing of the Town 
Manager and the issues associated with her passing.  Now, town staff and the Little 
League have brought the issue of the 2015 Little League fee to our attention and we 
need to resolve it one way or the other.  I urge my colleagues to not force the Little 
League to pay this fee.      
 
 



TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC: ______15_____ 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. ______ 
 

Date Prepared:  February 16, 2016  

Council Meeting Date: March 21, 2016  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  Jeff Ceasrine, P.E., Acting Town Manager 
           

FROM: Steve Wright, Director Parks and Recreation  
 

SUBJECT: Narragansett Little League Parade 
  
 

RECOMMENDATION:  

 
That the Town Council approves the request from the Narragansett Little League for 

their annual Opening Day Parade to be held on Saturday April 30, 2016 at 11:00 am, 

subject to approval of state and local regulations. 

 

SUMMARY:   

 
The Narragansett Little League is once again requesting permission for its annual 

opening day ceremonies and parade from the Sprague Park Tennis Courts along 

Kingstown Road to the Little League Field at Sprague Park on Saturday April 30, 2016 

beginning at 11:00 am with a rain date of Sunday May 1, 2016. The parade includes 

approximately 29 teams including players and managers. These ceremonies kick off 

the 2016 Little League season, with activities, introductions, and honoring the previous 

season’s awards winners. 

 

ATTACHMENTS:   
 

1. Application for Special Use 

2. Proposed Course Map 

 
 
 
 











TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC: _____16_______ 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. ______ 
 

Date Prepared:  March 2, 2016  

Council Meeting Date: March 21, 2016  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  Jeff Ceasrine, P.E., Acting Town Manager 
           

FROM: Susan E. Healy, Human Resources Manager  
 

SUBJECT: Proposed wages for seasonal, part-time, and temporary employees for 
Fiscal Year 2016-17. 

 

 RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That the Town Council adopts the resolution establishing the proposed wages for 

seasonal, part-time, and temporary employees for Fiscal Year 2016-17. 

 

SUMMARY:   

 
Each year, Department Directors review the wages for seasonal, part-time, and 

temporary employees to ensure wage rates fall within a competitive class range for 

employees working in town. In order to retain the seasonal employees who return year 

after year, the town attempts to remain competitive and allows for compensation growth 

as the individuals in these seasonal positions gain experience and knowledge.  

 

After discussions with Department Directors, it has become apparent that there is a 

need to retain the adult staff that returns every year in a supervisory seasonal capacity. 

These adults are typically teachers, retirees, and individuals who are looking for part-

time or second careers. It is becoming more difficult to retain qualified adults who are 

available to work long hours, early and late shifts, weekends, and holidays at the 

current hourly rate. They are challenged to work with younger staff, typically 16 -21 year 

olds, providing daily instruction on public relations, customer service, and facility 

maintenance through leading by example and not just supervising.  

 

Expanding the wage rate ranges slightly for the positions in red enables Department 

Directors to have discretionary control over wages for qualified professional senior 

management, lifeguard staff, and other seasonal employees that have been summer 

employees with the town for several years. This year these pay ranges reflect 

mandatory minimum wage increases, with the exception of two categories and the 

addition of one new category. It is important to note that all employees in each wage 

rate range are not moved to the top level of the pay scale, and that typically each new 

employee starts at the entry level step within each range. 

 

ATTACHMENTS:   
1. Proposed Wage Resolution 



A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING PROPOSED WAGES FOR SEASONAL, PART-TIME, AND 
TEMPORARY EMPLOYEES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016-17 

 
BE IT RESOLVED that the following part-time and temporary positions and wage rates are hereby established 
for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2016 and ending June 30, 2017 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY DEPARTMENT 
Position    Current Wage Rates  Proposed Wage Rates 
Community Service Officer Intern $10.00 - $13.00 per hr   
P/T Animal Control Officer  $11.00 - $16.00 per hr   
Harbormaster    $11.00 - $20.00 per hr  $11.00 - $21.00 per hr   
Assistant Harbormaster  $10.00 - $13.00 per hr   
Fingerprint Classification Specialist $20.00 - $24.00 per hr   
Community Housing/Zoning Officer $15.00 - $20.00 per hr   
EMA Specialist       $15.00 - $25.00 per hr 
 

PUBLIC WORKS/ENGINEERING DEPARTMENTS 
Position    Current Wage Rates  Proposed Wage Rates 
Road/Utilities Technician  $8.00 - $16.00 per hr  $9.60 - $16.00 per hr  
Mechanic Helper   $11.50 - $16.50 per hr 
Recycling Coordinator  $13.00 - $20.00 per hr   
 
ALL DEPARTMENTS 
Position    Current Wage Rates  Proposed Wage Rates 
Clerical    $9.00 - $15.00 per hr  $9.60 - $15.00 per hr 
Intern/Specialist   $9.00 - $18.00 per hr  $9.60 - $18.00 per hr 
Field Appraiser   $13.00 - $19.00 per hr 
Laborer/Maintenance   $9.00- $15.00 per hr  $9.60- $15.00 per hr 
Truck Driver (CDL-A or B)  $11.00 - $17.00 per hr  $16.00 - $22.00 per hr 
Building Maintenance/Janitor  $10.50 - $16.50 per hr 
Equipment Operator (licensed)  $11.00 - $17.50 per hr 
Maintenance Supervisor  $11.00 - $18.00 per hr 
 
BEACH DIVISION 
Position    Current Wage Rates  Proposed Wage Rates 
Beach Manager   $13.00 - $20.00 per hr 
Assist Beach Manager  $13.00 - $17.00 per hr 
Pavilion Manager   $10.00 - $15.00 per hr 
Sales Office Manager   $10.00 - $15.00 per hr 
Assistant Pavilion Manager  $10.00 - $14.00 per hr 
Sales Office Clerk   $9.00 - $13.00 per hr  $9.60 - $13.00 per hr 
Attendant Supervisor   $9.00 - $11.50 per hr  $9.60 - $11.50 per hr 
Lifeguard Captain   $11.00 - $16.50 per hr 
Assistant Lifeguard Captain  $10.00 - $15.50 per hr 
Veteran Lifeguard (over 3 years) $9.50 - $14.00 per hr  $9.60 - $14.00 per hr 
Lifeguard (less than 3 years)  $9.00 - $13.50 per hr  $9.60 - $13.50 per hr 
Probationary Lifeguard  $9.00 - $11.00 per hr  $9.60 - $11.00 per hr 
Restroom Attendant   $9.00 - $12.00 per hr  $9.60 - $12.00 per hr 
Attendant    $9.00 - $10.50 per hr  $9.60 - $10.50 per hr 
Ocean Safety Manager  $12.00 - $19.50 per hr 
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Resolution establishing proposed wages for seasonal, part-time and temporary employees for fiscal year 2016-
17. 

 
PARKS & RECREATION PROGRAMS 
Position   Current Wage Rates   Proposed Wage Rates 
Program Coordinator  $10.00 - $16.50 per hr 
Officials/Umpires  $9.00 - $50.00 per game  $9.60 - $50.00 per game 
Instructors   $9.00 - $50.00 per hr/lesson/class $9.60 - $50.00 per hr/lesson/class 
Time Keepers    $9.00 - $9.50 per hr   $9.60 - $9.50 per hr 
Scorer    $9.00 - $9.50 per hr   $9.60 - $9.50 per hr 
Camp Director   $14.00 - $17.00 per hr 
Camp Supervisor  $13.00 - $16.00 per hr 
Camp Counselor  $9.00 - $11.00 per hr   $9.60 - $11.00 per hr 
Program   $9.00 - $10.00 per hr   $9.60 - $10.00 per hr 
Tennis Supervisor  $9.00 - $16.00 per hr   $9.60 - $16.00 per hr 
Program Assistant  $9.00 - $10.50 per hr   $9.60 - $10.50 per hr 
Program Supervisor  $9.00 - $12.00 per hr   $9.60 - $12.00 per hr 
 
NORTH BEACH CLUBHOUSE/TOWERS/KINNEY BUNGALOW 
Position   Current Wage Rates   Proposed Wage Rates 
Coordinator   $15.00 – $22.00 per hr 
Supervisor   $10.00 – $12.00 per hr 
Senior Attendant  $9.50 – $11.50 per hr   $9.60 – $11.50 per hr 
Attendant   $9.00 - $11.00 per hr   $9.60 - $11.00 per hr 
Administrative Assistant $12.00 - $16.00 per hr 

 
 
 

ADOPTED this ______ date of __________ A.D. 2016         
 
 
 
 
 

_________________________________ 
Matthew M. Mannix, Council President 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Anne Irons, CMC, Town Clerk 



TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC: ______17______ 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. ______ 

 
Date Prepared: March 9, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  March 21, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:   Jeffry Ceasrine, P.E., Town Engineer \ Acting Town Manager 
        
FROM:  John Lawless, P.E., Project Engineer 
 
PREPARED BY: Susan W. Gallagher, Purchasing Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Mettatuxet Storm Water Improvement Project 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   

 
That the Town Council approves a contract proposal from Fuss & O’Neill, Inc., dated 
January 20, 2016 for final design engineering services for the “Mettatuxet 3 Storm Water 
BMP” Project, in the amount of $114,639.00. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
In 2013, the Town contracted with Fuss & O’Neill to prepare preliminary designs for storm 
water improvement projects at four different neighborhoods in the North End, all of which 
drain to the Narrow River.  Those preliminary designs were completed in 2014. 
 
Also in 2014, the Town applied for a grant through the RIDEM “Bay and Watershed 
Restoration” grant program. In April 2015, we were subsequently awarded a grant for 
$518,000.00 towards storm water improvements in the Mettatuxet area.  The Town Council 
voted to accept that grant at their June 15, 2015 meeting.  The grant funds construction of 
the selected storm water improvement project known as “Mettatuxet 3”. 
 
The next step in this project requires preparing final design plans, for which the Town’s 
consultant for preliminary design, Fuss & O’Neill has prepared a proposal for final design 
services totaling $114,639.00.  The final design includes survey and base mapping of the 
project area, subsurface investigations to determine soil and groundwater characteristics, 
preparation of final design plans, calculations, and specifications, environmental permitting, 
preparation of construction bidding documents, and bidding services.  Attached is a copy of 
Fuss & O’Neill’s proposal. This is a fairly complicated design, as we anticipate a number of 
utility conflicts with existing sewer, water, gas, and drain lines that will have to be resolved 
during the design process.  
 
It is customary to engage the same firm for final design work that prepared the preliminary 
design documents. This ensures continuity and consistency for the project approach and is 
(obviously) more efficient in terms of time and work effort.  
 
Completion of the final design in a timely manner is necessary to fulfill the Town’s timeline 
requirements of the grant. We also have a “match” requirement within the grant, wherein 
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local funding has to match the grant award amount. We can apply the cost of this contract 
amendment to our share of the matching costs. Other matching costs will be applied during 
the construction phase of this work. 
 
Funding is available in the Street Improvement Capital Project Account #0022 50201, 
Professional Services. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 
1. January 20, 2016 Proposal from Fuss & O’Neill, Inc. 























 

 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC: _____18_______ 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. ______ 
 

Date Prepared: March 11, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:  March 21, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:  Honorable Town Council  
       
FROM: Dawson Hodgson, Town Solicitor 
 
SUBJECT:   Engagement of Appellate Counsel in the matter of Brian Routhier v.  
                      Narragansett, WC-2015-0167  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
That the Town Council approve a motion to retain the DeSisto law firm to prosecute an  
appeal from the summary judgment decision in the above captioned action.  
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The Town has been sued by a former employee regarding the level of health coverage 
he is entitled to in retirement. Unfortunately, the Superior Court granted the plaintiff’s 
motion for summary judgment on the contract interpretation claims of the action.  After 
briefing in Executive Session you have indicated that you wish to appeal this ruling to 
the Supreme Court.   
 
The Town’s insurer, the Interlocal Trust has retained the DeSisto Law Firm to defend 
the case to date in the Superior Court, due to the presence of a non-contract interpreta-
tion cause of action in the complaint.  Based on the terms of the Town’s coverage how-
ever, the Trust will not pay for a Supreme Court appeal from the adverse ruling on the 
contract count.  Accordingly, I have recommended that the Town retain the same attor-
ney to prosecute this appeal.   
 
Work on this matter will entail preparatory work for filing the appeal, including work in 
the Superior Court, and the appeal itself, and the associated tasks, including, hearings 
and court conferences. Payment for services provided on this matter will be based on 
the following rates: Attorney $155.00 an hour Paralegal $70.00 an hour  
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
  



 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  19   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. _________ 

 
Date Prepared: March 11, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:   March 21, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  Honorable Town Council 
         

FROM:  Council Members Chris Wilkens and Raymond Ranaldi 
 

SUBJECT:  
 

RECOMMENDATION:   

 
That the Town Council adopt the attached RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF BUDJET 
ARTICLE 15 (RELATING TO MUNICIPALITIES) of the Governor’s FY 2017 budget. 

 
 

SUMMARY: 

 
For years, many of Rhode Island’s Mayors, City and Town Councils have been 
unsuccessfully advocating that the State Government increase the burdensome time 
between statistical property evaluations from the present 3 years to 5years. However, 
this year with the additional active advocacy of Lt. Gov. McKee, this important change 
seems possible. 
The passage of Article 15, amending the State’s requirement to revalue property from 
every 3 years to every 5, is a long overdue step in the right direction. Not only would it 
help relieve some of the financial and administrative burdens on municipalities, more 
importantly, it would help give our tax-weary residents a better sense of property value 
stability and trust in state government. 
 

ATTACHMENT: 
 
 
 
 



 
A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF BUDGET ARTICLE 15 

(RELATING TO MUNICIPALITIES) 

OF THE GOVERNOR’S FY 2017 BUDGET 
 

 

WHEREAS: The Narragansett Town Council desires to address the issue of expanding 
the time frame between State mandated statistical property evaluations; and 
 
WHEREAS: Passage of Article 15 will amend the requirement to revalue property from 
3 (three) years to 5 (five) years thus collectively saving the Town of Narragansett and the 
state approximately $1M annually; and 
 
WHEREAS: The Town of Narragansett is desirous of escaping the endlessly 36 month 
cycle of revaluations, appeals and law suits that bring such instability and consternation 
to our community; and 
 
WHEREAS: Expanding the time between “statistical revaluation” from every 3 years to 
one mid-point 5 year revaluation will not only help to relieve fiscal and administrative 
burdens on our town, more importantly,  it will help give our tax-weary residents a better 
sense of property value stability and help restore confidence and trust in state government 
so 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Narragansett Town Council joins with 
other towns, cities and  concerned citizens and hereby strongly urges passage of Article 
15 by the Rhode Island General Assembly during this 2016 legislative session; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That a copy of this resolution shall be forwarded to 
our legislative delegations and all cities and towns in Rhode Island requesting support in 
our mutual endeavor. 
 
 
Adopted this 21st day of March, 2016. 

      TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT   

 

 

ATTEST:     Matthew M. Mannix, President 

 

Anne M. Irons, CMC 
Town Clerk 



 

TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT         CC:  20   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. _________ 

 
Date Prepared: March 16, 2016 

Council Meeting Date:   March 21, 2016 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TO:  Honorable Town Council 
         

FROM: Council Members Chris Wilkens and Raymond Ranaldi 
 

SUBJECT: Adoption of a Resolution Requiring Conversion of a single tax rate 
 

RECOMMENDATION:   

 
That the Town Council adopts a resolution requiring the conversion of the town’s 
current 2-tier property tax rate (residential/commercial) to a single tax rate for all 
properties upon implementation of a Homestead Exemption. 
 

SUMMARY: 

 
 
Should this resolution prevail, and should the Town receive the requested Homestead 
enabling permission from the RI General Assembly and decide to act upon it, this Town 
Council officially commits to adopt a new property tax ordinance establishing one 
property tax rate for all properties. 
 
It should be noted that to date, this Council finds itself is the same position as a 
previous Town Council that also sought Homestead enabling legislation of the General 
Assembly while retaining a 2-tier tax system with the highest commercial rate allowed 
under State law and no expressed commitment to convert to a single blended rate. 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT: 

 
1. Proposed Resolution  

 
 
 
 



 

A RESOLUTION TO CONVERT THE TOWN’S CURRENT 2-TIER PROPERTY 

TAX RATE SYSTEM BACK TO A SINGLE RATE SYSTEM FOR 

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL TAXPAYERS UPON ENACTMENT OF A 

HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION 

 

WHEREAS: The Narragansett Town Council recognizes that the cornerstone of sound 

tax policy is equity and desires to eliminate all real or perceived anti-business bias; and 

 

WHEREAS: The Town’s current 2-tier property tax system unnecessarily penalizes 

commercial taxpayers by setting their property tax rates at 1½ (maximum allowable by 

State law) times the residential; and  

 

WHEREAS: Due to our overwhelmingly large amount of residential property as 

compared to the small percentage of commercial property, a new blended single pre-

Homestead Exemption property tax rate would only be $10.32 per thousand or 3.82% 

higher than the current residential rate of $9.94/ thousand dollars of value; 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Narragansett Town Council will convert 

its 2-tier residential – commercial property tax system back to a single rate system for all 

taxpayers automatically upon passage of a Homestead Exemption 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: A copy of this resolution shall be forwarded to 

members of our State Legislative Delegation upon passage. 

      TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT 

ATTEST: 

      Matthew M. Mannix, President 

Anne M. Irons CMC 
Town Clerk 


