
US 20110066549A1 

(12) Patent Application Publication (10) Pub. No.: US 2011/0066549 A1 
(19) United States 

WHITEHOUSE (43) Pub. Date: Mar. 17, 2011 

(54) SYSTEM AND METHOD TO PROVIDE 
CUSTOMS HARMONIZATION, TARIFF 
COMPUTATIONS, AND CENTRALIZED 
TARIFF COLLECTION FOR 
INTERNATIONAL SHIPPERS 

(75) Inventor: Harry T. WHITEHOUSE, Portola 
Valley, CA (U S) 

PSI SYSTEMS, INC., P2110 Alto, 
CA (US) 

12/857,446 

Aug. 16, 2010 

Related US. Application Data 

Provisional application No. 61/234,126, ?led on Aug. 
14, 2009. 

Publication Classi?cation 

Int. Cl. 
G06Q 50/00 
G06F 17/00 
G06Q 40/00 

(73) Assignee: 

(21) 

(22) 

Appl. No.: 

Filed: 

(60) 

(51) 
(2006.01) 
(2006.01) 
(2006.01) 

400 

420 

(52) US. Cl. ......... .. 705/39; 705/408; 705/402; 705/401; 
705/331; 235/375 

(57) ABSTRACT 

The systems and methods described herein relate generally to 
the integration of a shipping label With a customs form to 
provide a single label having postage, addressing, customs, 
and other information for international shipping, and in par 
ticular, to managing landed co st and harmonization for inter 
national packages. In one embodiment, managing the landed 
cost and harmonization may comprise generating a unique 
self-validating postage indicium or mark in response to a 
request that includes a description of contents for a package 
onto Which an international shipping label is to be placed and 
a destination country Where the package is to be delivered. As 
such, the unique self-validating postage indicium or mark 
may indicate that landed costs for delivering the package to 
the destination country have been pre-paid, Wherein the 
unique self-validating postage indicium or mark and a cus 
toms declaration form may be printed on the international 
shipping label. 
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FlRSTNAME LASTNAME ADDRESS1 
430~ FlRM 

“- URBANIZATION 
CITY ST 12345-6789 
USA 

ADDRESS5 
46807 PUERTO VALLARTA JALISCO 
MEXICO 

490 

470 

Contents 
COMMERCIAL SAMPLE 

Nondelivery 
460’ send 

_ Return to Sender 
lnstructlons [Note: Subject to return charges at 

er’s expense] 

1 

Detailed description of contents Qty. Weight 
. OZ. 

HS Tariff Count 
number ' ry 

Value 
08$) of Ongln 1 

1234567890123456798013245679801324567890 1 
1234567890123456798013245679801324567890 2 
1234567890123456798013245679801324567890 3 
1234567890123456798013245679801324567890 4 
1234567890123456798013245679801324567890 5 

100 
101 11 
102 
103 
104 

13 
14 

10 
11 

12 12 
13 
14 

USA 

Insured Number 1234567890123456789012 

400.00 Insured Amount (08$) 

Total 
Weight 

15 I 15 

54» 88888 To 
Value 
tussl 
15.00 

Senders signature 

I, the undersigned, whose name and address are iven on the item, certify that the 
partlculars given In thlsdeclaration are correct an that this item does not contain any 
dangerous artlcle or articles prohibited by legislation or by postal or customs regulations. 

Date 
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FlRSTNAME LASTNAME ADDRESS1 490 
430~\ FlRM 

2 ADDRESSZ l2 ADDRESS4 470 
“- URBANIZATION DRESS5 

CITY ST 12345-6789 46807 PUERTO VALLARTA JALISCO 
USA MEXICO 

Contents |hIOtnrt‘lJeliyery ?lettlrnstoglentdter t h ' t , ns cons 0e: u ec oreurnca esa 460, COMMERCIALSAMPLE senders etpensel 19 
Detailed description of contents Qty. Weight Value HS Tariff Country 

| (08$) number of Origin 
12345678901234567980132456798013245678901 100 10 10 
12345678901234567980132456798013245678902 101 11 

480 \1234567890123456798013245679801324567890 3 102 12 
12345678901234567980132456798013245678904 103 13 
12345678901234567980132456798013245678905 104 14 
Insured Total 
Number 1234567890123456789012 Weight value 
Insured Amount (US$) 40000 1 

tsod poled lttuouoog |eqo|9 
88888 
i” 

S m 4> an 00 C CD > 

at U) U 30 i C 

US$) 14.92 
15 15 15.00 

i, the undersigned, whose name and address are given on the item, certify that the 
particulars given in this declaration are correct and that this item does not contain any 
dangerous article or articles prohibited by legislation or by postal or customs regulations. 

Sender’s signature Date 

FIG. 4 
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FIRSTNAME LASTNAME 
FIRM 

2 ADDRESSZ 
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CITY ST 12345-6789 
USA 

ADDRESS1 
ADDRESSZ 
ADDRESS3 

l2 ADDRESS4 
ADDRESS5 
46807 PUERTO VALLARTA JALISCO 
MEXICO 

Contents 
DOCUMENTS 

Nondelilvery 
lnstructrons 

Return to Sender 

sender's expense] 
[Note: Subject to return charges at 

Detailed description of contents Qty. Weight Value 
lb. 02. 

100 

HS Tariff 
number 

Count of Origrln 
1234567890123456798013245679801324587890 1 
12345678901234567980132456798013245678902 101 
1234567890123456798013245679801324567890 3 
1234567890123456798013245679801324567890 4 
1234567890123456798013245679801324567890 5 

10 10 
1 11 

12 
13 

102 
103 
104 

USA 
USA 
USA 
USA 
USA 

Insured Number 1234567890123456789012 

12 
13 
14 14 
Total 
Weight Value 

Insured Amount (US$) 400.00 (08$) 
15 15 1500 

SDR Value 

14.92 

Sender’s signature Date 

l, the undersigned, whose name and address are dgiven on the item, certify that the 
particulars given in this declaration are correct an that this item does not contain any 
dangerous article or articles prohibited by legislation or by postal or customs regulations. 
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CP 614 990 009 US 

FIRSTNAME LASTNAME 
FIRM 

E ADDRESSt 
2 ADDRESS2 
LL URBANIZATION 

?grly sr 12345-6789 

ADDRESSt 
ADDRESSZ 
ADDRESS3 

l2 ADDRESS4 
ADDRESSS 
46807 PUERTO VALLARTA JALISCO 
MEXICO 

Contents 
MERCHANDISE 

Nondelivery Treat as Abandonded 
Instructions 

Detailed description of contents HS Tariff 
number 

Qty. Weight Value 
lb. oz. 

1234567890123456798013245679801324567890 1 
1234567890123456798013245679801324567890 2 
1234567890123456798013245679801324567890 3 
1234567890123456798013245679801324567890 4 
1234567890123456798013245679801324567890 5 

100 10 10 
101 11 11 
102 12 12 
103 13 13 
104 14 14 

Insured 
Number 1234567890123456789012 Total 

Weight Val 
Insured Amount (US$) 400.00 15 15 1500 

Sender’s signature 

I, the undersigned, whose name and address are given on the item, certify that the 
particulars given in this declaration are correct and that this item does not contain any 
dangerous article or articles prohibited by legislation or by postal or customs regulations. 

Date 

new iinwud ivqqro 

FIG. 6 
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700 
\ 705 

/ 
$3.80 US POSTAGE 
INTL MAIL 

MAR 11 2004 / 
Mailed from ZIP 94301 

750-’ 

endicia.com 071V00500361 

INTL ECONOMY LETTER POST 
Montgomery s ems 

7]0\'> 247 l h St. 
Palo A 0, CA 94301-1041 

USA Emma Hardy 
S H | P Flat 3 
To; 2 Grantley Road 

Boscombe 
/ Bournemouth, Dorset BH5-1HW 

720 GREAT BRITAIN 

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 
SAMPLE-DO NOT MAIL 
llllllllllllllllll llllllllllllll 
LC 614 996 658 us \740 

el CUSTOMS DECLARATION CN22 
May be opened ot?cially. 

760 /'> E] Gift El Documents lZl Commercial Sample [3 Other 
Quantity and detailed description of contents Weight Value (US $) 

1 Mens cotton shirt 7 2 02. $35.00 

Country of origin: Mexico Totals 1 lb. $35.00 
I certify that this item does not contain any dangerous article prohibited by postal regulations. 

Signature: Date: 

FIG. 7 
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800 
\ 

DAZzle Designer 2004 - zebra international label Claim 
File | Edit I lnserll Layoutl Postage] Help I 
QPrintI €§Buy| [International Mail Shipping Label (top) |v| llntemalionalAirmailParcel |v||l lb lvll Weight] 
Elélet'nllép?‘lltln O O EIIUQIZJ 
L27 Design IE Address Bookl 

/ 
/ 

8l5 

805 

700 

f/ 
810 FIG. 8 

900 

\ 91,10 945 ego 9(\>0 970 
933 Postage Rates for Italy / \ / \ / [3 

'Rates I Prohibitions IRestriotidnsl ObservatidnslCustéms FormsIAreas Served] Expre'ss Mail] 
The following are the Package rates for Italy. The rates shown ONLY apply to an item that weighs no more than 1 lb. 
Please be sure to check the prohibitions and restrictions for mail to Italy. 9 3 O 

Postage Type: lntemalionalAinnail Parcel 5 Weight: 

910" 

/ 

920 Description | Postage | Max Weight lServloe lime | Maximum Size 
Airmail Parcel Post $14.00 70 lbsv 4-10 Days Max Length 79" ma 

4H t I» 

FIG. 9A 
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900 
9Il35 \‘ 

Postage\Rates for France El 

Rates ] Pr'ohibitions lRestrictionslObsenrations]Customs FomtslAreas Served] Express Maill 
The following items are prohibited for mailing to France. 

9 3 6 _/ Arms, ammunition. 
Cigarette lighters using butane gas. 
Feeding bottles. 
Funeral ums. 
Goods bearing false marks of French manufacture or origin. 
imitation pearls containing lead salts and any articles ofjewelry with pearls of this type. 
Measuring instruments marked in units not complying with French law. 
Perishable infectious biological substances except as noted in Restrictions below. 

9 3 7 Perishable noninfectious biological substances except as noted under Restrictions below. 
“~ Radioactive materials. 

Saccharine in tablets or packets. 

Live plants and animals 
Arms and weapons. 
Human remains: 

@[El 

900 FIG. 9B 
I 

Postage Rates for France / [3 

Rates I Prohibitions IRestrictiohsl Observations I Customs FormsIAreas Served I Express Mail] 
The following restrictions apply to mail for France. 

94] _/ Bees, honey, and beeswax must be accompanied by a certi?cate of origin and noninfection issued by a quali?ed 
of?cial approved by the Government. Shipments of honey not exceeding 2 kilograms do not require the certi?cate. 
Books in the French language printed abroad must have the names of the publisher and printer shown as 
prescribed by the French copyright laws. 
Canned vegetables, ?sh, plums, and nuts not bearing an indica?on of the country of origin by stamping, in plain 
raised or sunken letters at least 4 millimeters high, in the middle of the top or bottom and in a place not bearing 
any inscription. 
Gold coins or other articles of gold require that the addressee have a permit issued by the Bank of France 
(not required for gold-plated articles or for ornaments or jewelry containing only small amounts of gold and 
weighing 500 grams or less). 
Medicines and medicinal products require an import license issued by the Central Pharmaceutical Service of the 
Ministry of Health. 
Perishable biological substances, infectious and noninfectious, are admitted when addressed to the following 
laboratories: 

1. Pasteur Institute 
25 rue du docteur Roux at 

lIlE 
FIG. 9C 
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1009‘ i026 i030 i040 106i 
l r l I 

Print [/ \\ / l B1 
Postage [Page'Setup] Address Information | Customs lnf0nnatl0n| / 
~ Postage Options 

1045\“Poslage Type: lnternationalAirmail Parcel 5 El Overslzed y g 
Wins-Weight [1E5 @ 
1 O 49/» Date: 2112/2004 (Toda ) a El Remember this 

105] /-TracklC<>n?rm1lE:El 1057 
1055/,—lnsurance: Value: $10.00 1065 
1059 Postage Amount: $14.00 Ending Balance: $6,734,288 Test pn-m 

\-Package Information 
. . . i067 

Descnptlon: ICotton Shirt | . 

Group Code: I: Reference ID: |:_| 

lZl Keep these settings with current layout. 

I Print Cancel Help | 

\ 1040 
Print / til 

I 

Postage [Page Setup] Address Information I Customs lnformationl 
For each item in your package, you must enter a description, value and country of origin to satisfy US Postal Service 
customs regulations. 

,=Customs Declaration Form 
“00 " @ Form 2976 (CN22) 0 Form 2976-A(CP72) 0 Global Express Mail 0 None 

1110 “\= Package Contents 
Item Qty Description Weight Value Country ofOngin 

1 l THCottonShirt l| 10oz.l l $10M] lUniledStates l 
2| ll . It 001i l $0.00ll l 
3i ll ll 00z-ll $0.00ll l 
4l IL ll Dozll WWL l 
5| II II ?oz-ll $0.00l L l 

/—,Type of Contents 
“20 " 0 Sample @ Gift 0 Documents 0 Other 

I Print Cancel Help 1 

FIG. n 
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i200 
, lZIlO 

Customs Harmonization / |X| 

searcher @@ 
Men's or boys’ shirts, knitted or crocheted, of cotton 

1 220 

cotton or 
cotton or 

61072100 5 or or 
4 

1200 FIG. 12A 
1230 \ 
/ \ 

Customs Harmonization [XI 

who I: @ 
Radioactive elements, isotopes, compounds, nesoi, alloys, dispersions, ceramic products and mixtures of 
these products radioactive residues. 

HTS lD Description 
2844,4000 Radioactive elements, isotopes, compounds, nesoi, alloys, dispersions, ceramic products and mixtures of 1 

l 2 40 

4 b 
1250 ll 1 l 

\ > 
Customs Harmonization \ [X] 

Bleached beeswax 1255 

FIG. lZB 
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1400 

14126 14.30 14140 l4l6l 
Print / \\ ‘I / l2] 
Postage [Page Setup] Address Information 1 Customs Information] / 

- - l Postage Options (Rates effective May 11,2009) 
l445\ Type: a u oversize Q 
1446*‘ Class: Priori Mail lntematlonal a El Non-Maohinable 

1447/ weight m w 
1448/ Dimensions: HelghtE] LengthzijI ThlCKl'tGSSIIjl 1465 
1449/ Ship Date: 8/7/2009 (Toda) a El Rememberthls 

1451,, tracklcon?rmrm TestPn'nt 
Insurance ME] Valuer_\ 

1455/ _ “i457 i467 
Postage Amount: $39.85 Ending Balance: $1,345,856 

M59 5% on-line discount! 
“ Package lnfonnation 

Description: | | 
Group Code: |:| Reference ID: |:| 

Make Default Click the Make Default button to make the current selections the default print settings. 

LPrlnt Cancel Help 1 

FIG. 14 
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1400 ' 

I4\4O 
Print \\ lZl 
Postage IPage SetupI Address Information] Custor'ns lnfonnalionI 
For each item in your package, you must enter a description, value and country of origin to satisfy US Postal Service 

1 5 O0 customs regulations. Click lntemational Info on Postage tab for more customs information. 
\\=Customs Declaration Fonn 

o Fonn 2976 (CN22) @ Form 2976-AICP72) 0 None I§I 6 151i 5 
1 5] O _/,: Package Contents (Right click any row for options?”- / 

Qty. Description Weight Value HTS lD ' Country of Origin 
1 l v 002. $35.00 UNITED STATES v 2. 
2 0 v 002. 0.00 UNITED STATES v 
3 0 v 002. 0.00 Y UNlTED STATES v 
4 0 v 002. 0.00 UNITED STATES v 
5 0 v 0 oz. 0.00 UNlTED STATES v ‘J 

15“ “\I Save I I Retrieve I\I Clear I\I Harmonize I\ I518 E 
\ \ / 

)TypmCmtents I512 I513 I5I7 l5i9 I 
I520 /’ @ Commercial Sample 0 Gift 0 Documents 0 Other 0 Returned Goods 0 Merchandise 

15 3 0 II] Do not print separate customs form. El Fill in Postage and Fees 
‘NE! I certify that the particulars given in this customs declaration are correct: E 40 

I I (MUST be a person's name, not a company name) 

I Print Cancel Help I 

FIG. I5 
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1600 

Harmonization Code l2] 4 

Harmonization assigns a unique number to your goods, which most countries recognize. Currently, this is an 
optional data requirement for customs forms. 

To look up the harmonization code for your products, enter one or more keywords (for example, COOKl ES or 
CHOCOLATE). As you enter text, the list changes dynamically and shows you only those Harmonized Tariff 
Schedule (HTS) identities that meet your search criteria. To scroll through the entire list of HTS identities, 
remove all characters from the Enter Keywords ?eld. 

When you have found the correct term, select it, and then either double click the tenn or click OK. This 
action automatically places the HTS number in the Customs dialog box. When printing the label, only the ?rst 
6 digits of the HTS number are required by USPS. 

léiO‘ 
WHATS | | OK i | Cancel ] 16/50 

1620 _\~ HTS lD Description / 
1 640 ,/ 6504000000 HATS AND OTHER HEADGEAR, PLA|TED OR MADE BY ASSEMBLING STRlPS OF ANY MA 

6505900900 FELT HATS AND OTHER FELT HEADGEAR, MADE FROM THE HAT BODIES, HOODS OR R 
6505908600 OTHER HATS & OTHER HEADGEAR, KNHTED OR CROCHETED, OR MADE UP FROM LA 
8449000000 MACH|NERY FOR THE MANUFACTURE OR FiNiSHiNG OF FELT OR NONWOVENS N THE 

1630 
FIG. i6 
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Print \ 
\ 

Postage |Page Setup] Address Information ] Customs lnformationl 
For each item in your package, you must enter a description, value and country of origin to satisfy US Postal Service 
customs regulations. Click International Info on Postage tab for more customs information. 
— Customs Declaration Form 

1516 0 Form 2976(CN22) @ Form 2976-A (CP72) 0 None léfto 
\\— Package Contents (Right click any row for options) (I 

Qty. \ Description Weight Value HTS ID Country of Origin 
1 t v FELT HATS& OTHER FELTHOlbs. 702. $35.00 6505900900 AFGHANISTAN v i 
2 0 v / 002. 0.00 l UNITED STATES v 
3 0 v / 0 oz. 0.00 / UNITED STATES v 
4 0 v 002. 0.00 / UNITED STATES v 
5/ 0 v 0 oz. 0.00 Il UNITED STATES v 7 

/| Save | | Retrieve t | Clear | [Harmonizel l5l5 I17] 

i650 —Type of Contents 
0 Commercial Sample OGift ODocuments OOther O Returned Goods @ Merchandise 

El Do not print separate customs form. 
El I certify that the particulars given in this customs declaration are correct: 

I I (MUST be a person's name, not a company name) 

l9] Fill in Postage and Fees 

Print Help ] l LCancel 

FIG. l7A 
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T40\O‘ 
14,40 

Print ][ IX] 
Postage IPage SetupI Address Infomiation I Customs information] 
For each item in your package, you must enter a description, value and country of origin to satisfy US Postal Service 
customs regulations. Click international Info on Postage tab for more customs information. 
— Customs Declaration Form 

1516 0 Form 2976 (CN22) @ Form 2976-AICP72) 0 None 1600A iéjloB 
\__- Packa eContents (Right click any rowforoptions) / / 

Q . \ Description | Weight Value Export HTS Import HTS Country otOrigin Tax Duty 
1 1 v SUGAR CONFECTION 6lbs.4oz. $115.00 170490 17049007 UNITED STATES v 6.20 0.00: 
2 3 ‘7 MEN’S/BOYS’SHIRTS 2lbs.0oz. 95.40 610590 61059022 UNITED STATES v 2.55 3.00 
3 1 v WRIST WATCH ELECT0lbs.5oz. 55.00 910119 91011960 UNITED STATES v 1.25 2.60 
4 0 V / 002. 0.00 v 0.00 0.00 
5 0 v 002. 0.00 v 0.00 0.00? 

/"‘I/Save I I Retrieve I I Clear I I Harmonize] Il/HEI 
165] 7Type of Contents 

0 Commercial Sample OGitt ODocuments OOlher O Returned Goods @ Merchandise 

El Do notprint separate customs form. l2] Fill in Postage and Fees 
I! I certify that the particulars given in this customs declaration are correct: 

I?ny Whitehouse I (MUST be a person's name, not a company name) 

I Print Cancel Help I 

FIG. 17B 
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RECEIVE REQUEST FOR 
INTERNATIONAL SHIPPING /I8IO 

LABEL 

II 

OBTAIN HARIVIONIZATION 
CODES \I82() 

I! 

CALCULATE TAXES AND /I83O 
DUTIES FOR DESTINATION 

COUNTRY 

V 

COLLECT FEES 
FOR INTERNATIONAL \I84O 
SHIPPING LABEL 

I850 I870 

, \ V v / 
ENABLE SHIPPER TO PRINT SEND NOTIFICATION 

INT'L SHIPPING LABEL TO RECIPIENT 

I V 

I86O\ SEND DATA TO POSTAL SEND DATA TO 
AUTHORITIES CUSTOMS AGENCIES \I880 

FIG. I8 
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1910 
\ 

ONLINE POSTAGE SYSTEM 

1930 1970 
1940 

POSTAL 
AUTHORITIES 

1960 
/ 

SHIPPER COMPUTER < = PRINTER 

FIG. 19 
















































