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Execut ive Sum m ary 

This report  contains a detailed stat ist ical analysis of the results to the survey t it led Volunteer and Service 

Learning Opportunit ies Available in Medical Schools.  The results analysis includes answers from  all 
respondents who took the survey in the 10 day period from Wednesday, March 2, 2011 to Friday, March 11, 
2011. 47 com pleted responses were received to the survey during this t im e.  

This survey was init iated as a way of responding to the 2008 LCME new standard 
on Service Learning ( I S-14-A) , which states that  “m edical schools should m ake 
available sufficient  opportunit ies for m edical students to part icipate in service 
learning act ivit ies…”   

(  ht tp: / / www.lcm e.org/ funct ionslist .htm )  and the growth in various types of 
service act ivit ies and program s at  m edical schools. The results of this survey serve 
as a first  step in planning a m eet ing/ conference in the near future to explore 
service and/ or service learning in m edical educat ion or other ways to advance the 
nat ional dialogue around this im portant  topic.  

  

Based on the results of the survey, 47 respondents, it  is clear that  m edical 
students have a variety of service opportunit ies available to them  in their  schools 
and that  the adm inist rators in m edical schools are interested in beginning a 
nat ional dialogue and possibly a collaborat ion around the issue of service in 
m edical schools. 78%  of respondents said they’d be interested in a session at  the 
AAMC annual m eet ing, 47%  said they’d be interested in a listserv devoted to 
service in m edical school and 47%  are interested in a m eet ing at  a t im e and place 
other than the AAMC annual m eet ing.  
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Survey Results & Analysis 

Survey: Volunteer and Service Learning Opportunit ies Available in Medical Schools  
Author: Brenda Van Dee  
Filter:  
Responses Received: 47  

 

 
  
 

1 )  W hat  types of volunteer and or service learning act ivit ies do you have in your school? Please 

check a ll that  apply.

Com m ent  Responses:

we have a dedicated center in our school which serves as a resource to students interested in creat ing these 
expeirences

done through our interprofessional curr iculum , m any required experiences will turn in to ongoing volunteer 
experiences

Required service- learning 1 credit  course is not  a course with scheduled lecture sessions, but  a requirement  
that  students complete 40 hours of service- learning by graduat ion. Reflect ion essay with evaluat ion by 
faculty advisor required.

A curr iculum  t rack in which students part icipate in a com m unity project
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2 )  Are the above act ivit ies required, elect ive or  both? Please explain

neither -  on their  own with no academ ic credit .

Completely elect ive

elect ive

elect ive

elect ive

Both

Students (MS2 year)  have a requirem ent  to part icipate in service act ivit ies, but  students m ay select  from  
several opportunit ies (student - run clinic, dom est ic abuse shelter, etc.)

both

All elect ive -  though nearly 100%  of our students part icipate in one of the above kinds of service...often as it  
is a good m edical or personal experience for them .

None are required.

All are elect ive at  this t ime. There is some talk at  the Universit y level to require this type of act ivity.

elect ive

both

Both

Elect ive

Elect ive

Our com m unity service at  Weill Cornell is huge. We do not  have to require students to do service. I t 's one of 
the item s that  at t ract  students here.

required as part  of our year long in-classroom  I nterprofessional Leadership Course

we have a required service learning course for all M1 students and a variety of service learning elect ives 
available to M1 through M4 students

everything we offer that  includes a service com ponent  is ent irely non-academ ic (not  part  of form al curr icula)  
and co-curr icular to students. We have several act ivit ies and programs happening, but  there is lit t le 
coordinat ion, no reflect ion, and m uch of it  is student -driven.

Required 1 credit  for 40 hours of service- learning with reflect ion essay.

Both

elect ive

current ly all elect ive

all elect ive;  we have no required service learning act ivit ies.

Elect ive, except  for students who m at r iculate into the specific curr iculum  t rack

one required per year first  2 yrs/ school, then all elect ive

We have a m in num ber of hours requirement .

Both. Students have a required hom e visit  year 2. Otherwise there are m any projects from  the public 
schools to hospice.

The service learning act ivit ies at  this inst itut ion are volunteer and student  run. No credit  is given for these 
act ivit ies.

We have a com m unity service requirem ent  of 15 hours, but  students log an average of 80 hrs by graduat ion

elect ive

Students in the Early Clinical Experience block are required to part icipate in one service act ivity. Student  run 
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clinic is not  a form al part  of a course and part icipat ion is voluntary. Global Health elect ives are available for  
students in the sum m er between Year 1 and 2 and again in year 4.

Current ly they are elect ive

elect ive

The above act ivit ies are not  required. All but  a few students in each class part icipate in servie act ivit ies.

both

All are elect ive/ voluntary outside the curr iculum

all of them are volunteer

elect ive but  80%  of the students part icipate

all elect ive

elect ive

Elect ive.

3 )  How  are your service act ivit ies supported financially? Please check all that  apply

Com m ent  Responses:

Students fund raise, but  the hospital and the physcians pract ice group are the largest  donors.

AHEC funding
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Grant  Applicat ions

Student  gov't  fee supports som e act ivit ies

We have som e funding through the office of diversity that  students can access for projects. the student  
senate also allocates m odest  funds

From an endowment , we offer 2 $500 awards for service projects.

student  run service group independent ly sought  out  and received grant  funding

student  init iated grant  from  local foundat ions, has recieved funding through those grants on a recurr ing 
basis

There m ay be other m ethods of which I  am  unaware.

Students apply for university-wide public engagem ent  grants

no funding required (Canadian healthcare system  so funded by m inist ry of Health)
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4 )  How  are service act ivit ies supervised? Please check all that  apply

Com m ent  Responses:

we use mult iple arrangements

just  depends on the program

groups have faculty advisors with varying degrees of supervision. with the except ion of program s run 
through office of diversity, there is no school adm inist rat ive supervision

Students recruit  physician preceptors for the student  run clinic

advisors from  m edical school for som e groups but  m ay not  always supervise

Som e are supervised by staff (clinical) , others run by student  groups

local physicians volunteer to supervise students at  free clinic
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5 )  Do you do m onitor or  report  student  service hours? Check a ll that  apply

Com m ent  Responses:

students do it  on their for MSPE purposes

Students can pursue an opt ion of Dist inct ion in Com m unity Service

We presentally are inform ally t racking hours, next  year it  will be required

Students self report  and supervisors m ay also send in hours.

this is current ly in flux , previously we t racked only for certain act ivit ies. We're t rying to m ake this m ore 
universal

I 'm  not  sure the answer to this quest ion

Students t rack and report  hours
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6 )  Have you increased your  service act ivit ies ( of any k ind)  funding or t racking as a result  of the 

new  LCME standard? ( I S- 1 4 - A) , “m edical schools should m ake available sufficient  opportunit ies 

for m edical students to part icipate in service learning act ivit ies…” Please expla in:

Com m ent  Responses:

we've always have had a robust  set  of opportunit ies

The URSMD has had a dedicated program and departm ent  for 25 years

We had am ple opportunit ies before enactm ent  of the LCME standard

already feel that  we are doing m ore than enough to m eet  the new standard,

in 2009 Dr. I ngrid Allard was hired as Assoc. Dean of Com m unity Out reach and Medical Educat ion

We now have a required 3 day Health Disparit ies and Service-Learning I ntersession for all enter ing 1st  yr 
students

Only by m ore awareness to program s

We are a new school so incorporated I S14 into our init ial curr iculum

2 study abroad program s for service- learning

the upward t rend was present  pr ior to the new standard, but  the new standard has helped m ot ivate us to 
redouble our efforts and to bet ter t rack service learning

hired a part  t im e coordinator for the student  run clinic for the hom eless

I  believe that  Fam ily Medicine has increased service learning opportunit ies for  students
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Tracking started.

we expand opportunit ies based on com m unity needs and resources not  LCME -  already m eet  standard

We have put  together a brochure to list  all of the act ivit ies available

We have am ple opportunit ies in place.

We already had significant  opportunit ies available to students

Page 10 of 12WebSurveyor Report: Volunteer and Service Learning Opportunities Available in Med...

3/11/2011https://survey.uiowa.edu/wswebtop.dll/WSGenerateReport?esid=16017&usewindowsize=1



 

  
 

7 )  W ould you be interested in part icipat ing in a nat ional forum  to discuss volunteer and service 

in m edical school? Check all that  apply:
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8 )  I f  answ ered yes above, please select  a ll that  apply
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