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Ever
wonder
howthe
human
resource
workof
Arisegets
done?
TheStaff
Parish
Relations
Committee(SPRC)isthecommitteeresponsible
foroverseeingtherecruitment,evaluation,
compensation,feedbackandrecommenda-
tionsregardingpaidArisestaff,whichisthe
Pastor,MusicDirectorandAdministrative
Assistant.Forthepastthreeyearsithasbeen
headedbyBarbaraWood,whohandedover
thechairmanshiptoRichGuyoninJanuary.
SaysBarbara,“We’resortofthehuman
resourcesofthelocalchurch,andwereportto
thePastor’sboss,theDistrictSuperintendent.
It’sallaboutmanagingrelationships.”They
meetatleastfourtimesperyear,moreif
needed.TheSPRCchairalsoholdsaseaton
ChurchCouncil.

InadditiontoBarbara,formermembers
include;JanRichards,LaurelHubbard,
VickiDawson,andTomTerhune.Current
membersareRich,SherryGraham,Carrie
Germain,KenPargulskiandJoyceBarnard.
Janlikenstheresponsibilityofworking
withSPRCissuesthatareimportantand
oftenconfidentialto“peekingbehindthe
curtainatDisneyLand”.Theyaretheinner
processesandissuesofwhichmembersofthe
congregationareoftenunaware.

In2006,ofcourse,amajorpartoftheir
workinvolvedthepastoralchange.“Itwasa
surprise.Wehadn’taskedforachange,nor

hadhe.Peoplewonderedwhy?Weweren’t
sureifthedistrictwouldpayattentionto
whatweneeded,buttheydid.Wereally
feltthattheydidlistentousandthewhole
processwasveryprayerful,”Barbarareflects.

AnimportantpartoftheongoingSPRCrole
istolistentocomplaints(andoccasionally
compliments!)fromthecongregation,make
surethatallpartiesareheard,evaluate
optionsandmakerecommendationsand/or
givefeedbacktothepastorandstaff.She
adds,“Thepastorcan’tbeallthingstoall
people;it’sadifficultjob.”Infact,conflict
resolutionisanemergingroleforchurches
everywhere,includingourownAnnArbor
District.“Maybeourliveshavegottenoutof
control,”Barbaraspeculates.“Morepeople
arequestioningthingsingeneral.”Forthis
reason,sheandothershaveparticipatedin
coursesofferedbythedistrictoncongrega-
tionalresilience.

Actually,Barbaraseesthewaysthatwe
manageconflictasoneopportunitytolead

PeekingBehindtheCurtain:
ALookattheSPRC

Seepages
4-5for

photosand
reflectionson
thewonderful
AriseEaster
celebration!

Women’sRetreatMay5th!

PastorsLynnMartin(L)ofCommunity
CongregationalChurchandKristiSigal(R)
ofMilanUMCwillbefeaturedspeakers.
Seep.7formoreinformation.

OutgoingSPRCchair,Barbara
Wood(L)andcurrentchair,
RichGuyan(R)
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Pastor’sColumn
Iwasinastoreafewweeksagoand
myattentionwasdrawntoasmall
carouselofinspirationalplaques.
Onethatcaughtmyattentionwas
onethatsaid,“Afamilythatplays
togetherstaystogether.”Letme
explainwhyitcaughtmyattention
thatday.

CountlesstimesI’veheardpeople
talkabouthowmuchworkitisto
beamobilechurch.Andnowthat

I’veexperiencedit,Icanseeit,andIcanfeelit!Ministry
asamobilechurchisindeedmorework.Thegoodnews
ofcourseisthatwehavesolidplanstoovercomethat
obstaclewiththenewbuilding.Progressisbeingmade
butitseemslikeitcan’tcomesoonenough.

I’vetalkedtomanyofyouwhoaretiredandwonderif
thechallengeswilleverend?Itisvery,verydifficultto
continueasamobilechurchPLUStotakeonthebuilding
projectsimultaneously.Inaddition,we’redoingourbest
toimproveourministriessothatpeopleareattracted
toAriseChurchsoitcangrow.Thattakeswork.Ontop
ofthatwecontinuetoreachoutinmissiontopeople
aroundtownandallovertheworld.Lettherebeno
doubt,it’sallhardwork.

It’smyjobasyourpastorandleadertopointoutthe
goodnewsandtoencourageyou.IhopeIamdoingthat.
Thereisplentyofgoodnews!

Progressisbeingmadeeveryweekonthenewbuilding.
Ourlimitingfactorismoney.Attheratewearegiving
itwilltakeanother3yearsorsotopurchaseallthe
suppliesandsomecontractingworktofullycomplete
theproject.Buthereisthefantasticnews;whenweget
there–whatacelebrationitwillbe!Wewillbeinour
owndebtfreefacilityandwillhappilydecommissionthe
movingteam.Nomoresearchingbinsforsupplies.We
willhaveaplaceforthebandtopractice.Itwillbegreat!
Inthemidstofthechallengeswefacetoday,pleasedon’t
losesightofthebiggerpicturethatliesahead.Whatwe
aredoingtodayreallyisworththework.Wedoittothe
gloryofGod!Theseedsweplanttodaywillproducefruit
formanygenerationstocome.Todayweendurebecause
onedaywewillcelebrate.

SowhydoImentionallofthis?Becausethatplaque
remindedmeofsomethingthatAriseChurchdecidedas
partofour5-yearstrategiesandobjectives:“Planand
implementeventsforfunandfellowship.”

Ithinkourleaderscameupwiththisobjectivebecause
manyofusaretiredandareinneedofrefreshmentand
revival.Makenomistake—ourbiggesthopeforrevival
istocontinueturningtoGodforstrength,endurance,
peaceandjoy.ButIwouldlikeAriseChurchtotake
anotherimportantstep.Iwouldlikeustogetserious
abouthavingfuntogether.

Wedesperatelyneedtogettogetherasachurchforjust
plainol’fun.Weneedeventsthatrequireverylittlework,
veryfewvolunteers,andabigfocusonfun.Iaminthe
processnowoftryingtoorganizethoseeventsandIneed
yourideas.Forexample,theMorphew’shaveinvited
peopletotheirhomethethirdFridayofeverymonth
toplayEuchreforthesolepurposeofhavingfun.The
Plachta’sareorganizingFriendshipMealsinMayand
JunewhereArisefriendscanshareapotluckineach
other’shomes—anotheropportunityforfunandfellow-
ship.Bothgreatideas!

Whatfuneventswouldappealtoabroadspectrumof
AriseChurchpeople?TheruleisthattheyMUSTbevery
easytoimplement.Itwouldnotmakesenseforusto
havefuntogetherifweneedtoworklikedogstomakeit
happen.Sowhatideasdoyouhave?Hereareacoupleof
mine:

•Haveakite-flyingafternoonatAriseAcres.

•AttendaLansingLugnutsbaseballgame
duringoneoftheir“ChristianNights.”

•Takeacharteredboattourofthechain
oflakesintheFall.

•StartaSundaynightcampfiretime
atAriseAcreswithsinging…BYOM…
bringyouownmarshmallows.

It’salwaystimetogetseriousaboutGod,butnowIthink
Godiscallingustobeseriousaboutfun,fellowshipand
renewal!I’mwaitingtohearfromyou.

Withyouonthejourney,

Rev.DonWeatherup

PastorDon
Weatherup
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“Dothisinremembranceofme.”Thesewords
ofJesusarestillechoeddownthroughthe
centuriesinChristiancommunionservices
allovertheworld.Theywereheardagain
duringtheAriseMaundyThursdayserviceat
CountryElementarySchool.

HeldinthespaceusedforSundayTraditional
Worship,thesettingwasintimateandthe
lightingmuted.Inthefrontcornerofthe
room,alargetablewasbeautifullydecorated
withabrownburlaptablecloth,multiple
votivecandles,redwineglasses,platesof
breadandscriptureversesabouttheLast
Supperateachplace.Symbolically,therewas
seatingfortwelve.Inthecenterofthetable,
therewere3verytall,largenailsimbedded
intoaloafofbread.

Theservicewasthoughtfulandmeditative,
aswellasinteractivewithhymnsandtwo
songsfromArisesingers.PastorDontalked
abouthowmuchJesuslovedhisdisciples
andusedaverymovingmoviesegmentofa
dyingmothersayinggoodbyetoherchildren
todemonstratetheemotionsofJesusduring
thatlastmealwithhisbestfriendsonearth.

Worshipperswereinvitedtocomewhenthey
werereadytosittogetheraroundthetable,
takecommunion,readthescriptureandtake
asmuchtimeastheyneededtoreflect.The
servicewasdismissedinsilence.

Itwasaninspiringandcreativeworship
experiencethatservedtoremindusofthe
sacrificemadebecauseofGod’simmeasur-
ableloveforusall.

MaundyThursday:
RememberMe

“PumpingUp”
ourChristian
Faith!
DaveRussell(L)
andAlSmith(R)
appearedinaskit
thatplayedoffof
thepopular“Hans
&Frans”routine
fromTVshow
SaturdayNight
Live,reminding
usthatweneed
toexerciseour
Christianmuscles!

NewAriseBuildingTeamBeginstoMeet
Whathasten
members,meets
everyotherweek
andhasloadsof
enthusiasmforthe
newAriseChurch
BuildingProject?The
newAriseBuilding
Team!Ithasalready

metseveraltimesanditsmembersarebusilyplanningeachstageof
constructionunderthewatchfuleyeofMarkWood.

ThepreviousAriseBuildingCommitteemetforfouryearstoplan
theprojectuptothepointofbeginningthebuildingprocess.This
newteamwillworktogethertocoordinatedifferentaspectsofthe
buildingprocess,anticipatematerialsneeds,recruitvolunteersand
communicatewitheachother,thecongregationandthewiderUnited
MethodistChurchabouttheproject.

EachmemberofthenewBuildingTeamhasresponsibilityforan
aspectoftheworkthatneedstobedone.

Themembersandtheircorrespondingrolestodateare:

MattPlachta TeamFacilitator

MarkWood ConstructionManager

BarbaraWood ConstructionManagerLiaison,Volunteers,
Communications

BobBarnard CrewChief

JerryDawson Plumbing/permits

BethPlachta Volunteers/Hospitality

BradTopp Volunteers/Hospitality

NormaTopp Volunteers/Hospitality

DonWeatherup CommunicationsCoordinator

BobWhalen CrewChief

*RolesyettobefilledareMaterialsCoordinatorandInvoice/Payment/Waiver
Coordinator

TheVolunteer/HospitalityTeamwillsoonbeplacingoutboundcallsto
allArisememberstodevelopaskillslistanddetermineareasofinterest.
Thechurchisbeingcompletedonthe“buildaswegive”model,soas
pledgesanddonationscomein,morebuildingcanbedone.

A“BuildingTour”willbeconductedafterworshipsoon,toenableus
togetan“upclose”lookatwhatisbeingdoneontheproject.

Ongoingprayersarerequestedforallaspectsofthebuildingproject,
includingsafetyforworkers,asmoreexteriorworkgetsdoneinthe
upcomingwarmermonths.

PleasecontactMattPlachta,(810)231-7588ormplachta@umich.
eduforquestionsrelatedtotheAriseBuildingTeam.

Architecturalrenderingofphase1/stage1of
ourbuildingmasterplan
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Ifyouwerethere,youprobablywon’t
forgetit.Ifyouweren’tthere,you’ve
probablyheardaboutit.EasterSunday.As
PastorDoncalledit—”TheGrandDaddyof
allcelebrations.”Anditwas!

Startingwithadeliciouscontinentalbrunch
andbriefthought-provokingskit,the
waitingcongregationwasusheredintothe
darksanctuarylinedwithblackballoons,a
blacktarpcoveringthestage,ablackcloth
overthealtarandmusicakintoafuneral
procession.

Allatonce,thelightscameonandthe
blackdécorwasreplacedwithbrightly
coloredballoons.TheArisePraiseBandled
thecongregationinsingingspiritedpraises
toaRisenLord,whilechildrenbrought
springplantsdowntothealtar.Withmore
energeticmusicandinspiringmessagesfor
bothchildrenandadults,itwasamemo-
rableservicefrombeginningtoend.The
childrenfinishedoutthemorningwithan
EasterEggHuntinthelibrary,joinedby
theirparentsandgrandparents.

Wewereblessedtohavealargegathering
ofArisemembers,alongwiththeirfriends,
familyandnewvisitorsthisyear.Easter
hasalwaysbeenaspecialexperienceat
ourchurch.Thisyearwasnoexception.
Althoughwewillneedtowaitawholeyear
untilEasterreturns,wearefortunatethat
wecanexpressthatsameenthusiasticgrati-
tudeforJesuseveryday.

EasterSunday…aHugeCelebrationatArise!
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EasterSunday…aHugeCelebrationatArise!

ThankstoTheManyWhoHelpedMake
EasterWeekSpecial!
Amyriadofvolunteersgaveoftheirtime,talentsandenergytomake
thispastHolyWeekaspecialoccasion.Itwas,indeed,a“castof
thousands”thatpulleditalltogether.Abigthankyoutoallvolunteers!
Andwehadarecordturnoutof150worshippers;thankstoallwho
participated!
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PrayerShawls
andQuilts:
CozyComfort
Forseveralyears,the
AriseL.I.F.E.Team
“ThreadsofFaith”has
beenknittingprayer
shawlstogivetothose
whoarehurtingfora
varietyofreasons.Many
hoursofneedleworkandprayergoesintothemakingof
oneoftheseshawls.FranSmith,oneofour“Threads”
members,broughtthisideatothegroupseveralyears
agoandsheandtherestoftheknitterstookoffwiththe
idea!Thejobofgiftingtheshawlsisdelegatedtothe
pastor,whousuallymakesacalltothehomeorhospital
roomoftherecipientandprayswiththem,aswell.

Onoccasion,wegethelpersfromoutsideofArise.Glenda
PettiswasagoodfriendofKimSherry’smotherDorthee
Aumanandrecentlypassedaway.Glendaandhersister
lovedtoknitanddonatedmanyhoursmakingshawls
for“ThreadsofFaith”.WewanttorecognizeGlendaand
hersisterforthisgenerousactofkindness.

PrayerQuiltsareanothervariationofthisidea.Brighton
UMChasbeenmakingprayerquiltsforquiteafewyears
underthedirectionofCarolRiffe.MarkWoodwasa
recentrecipientofonesuchquilt,havingbeenanactive
member,withhiswifeBarbara,beforeattendingArise.

AtBrighton,thequiltisdisplayedintheworshipservice
andannouncedwhoitwillbegivento.Thecongregationis
invitedtotieaknotinthequilttopandsayaprayerforthe
recipient.ForMark’squilt,theBrightonchurchtiedhalfof
theknots,thensentthequilttoArisetohaveourcongrega-
tiontietherestandaddournamestotheprayercard.We
wereappreciativetohavebeenpartofthissignificantprayer
ministry.JanetWoodruff,recentlybenefitedfromaBrighton
prayerquilt,also,whilesherecoveredfromsurgery.Janet
notonlyworshipsatbothchurches,butmakesbothprayer
shawlsandprayerquiltsforeachministry.

Whetherprayershawlorquilt,itisaministryoflove
thatisofferedbythosewhocareenoughtousetheir
giftsandtalentstocomfortthoseinpain.Abigthank
yougoestoallwhohaveparticipatedinthisministry
atArise.IfyouwouldliketohelpwiththeArisePrayer
Shawlministry,seeBethPlachta,ThreadsofFaithTeam
Leader,(810)231-7588.

ThanksfromDiane!
DearArisefamily,
Onceagain,Ihavebeenblessedto
hearthewordremission!Thankyou
toallwhohelped.Thankyouforall
ofyourprayers,forallthefood,for
helpingtocareformybabygrand-
daughterandthemany,many
cards!Mostofall,thankyouforthe
hugsonSundaymornings.Ilovethathugsareapartof
ourworship!God’sblessingtoall,

DianeGouldBethPlachtatiesaprayerknot
onaquiltforMarkWood,
givenbytheBrightonUMC.

amoreChristianlife.“Thereisaprocessforconflict
resolutionoutlinedintheBible,inMatthew:18.Firstgo
inward,pray,looktomyself,andaskifit’sreallyabout
themorme.Thesecondstepistogodirectlytotheother
person.Thethirdstepistoinvolveanotherperson,
usuallyanSPRCmemberorthepastor.Bothpartieshave
toagreetothis.Ifthatdoesn’twork,weareaskedtotake
ittothewholechurch.It’simportanttoaddressitdirectly,
insteadofsweepingitundertherug.Andit’simportant
torememberthattakingoffenseisachoice.”

HerhopeisthattheSPRCwillcontinuetoworktoward
developingarelationalcovenantunderRich’sguidance,
includingeducatingthecongregation,“becauseourfocus
ispeopleandloveandbeinggoodtoeachother,giving
eachotherthebenefitofthedoubt.”

AsRichacceptstheleadershipbatonfromBarbara,he
comments“AsasixyearmemberoftheSPRC,Iam
humbledbythegraceandeffectivenessofpreviousSPRC
leadership–BarbWood,DebbieShortandGloriaJackett,
duringmytenure.ItismyprayerthatthenextSPRCteam
willfaithfullycontinuetheworkalreadysetintomotion.
Challengesandopportunitiesabound,andthispastyear
hasonceagaindemonstratedthe“behindthecurtain”
quietstrengththattheSPRChasdeliveredformanyyears.
IwastheonewhorecruitedBarbtochairSPRC,soitis
onlyfairthatshenowpassesitontome.Nowitisher
turntoprayforme!ThanksBarbforyourleadership!”

Congratulations,Barbara,forajobwelldoneandbest
wishestoRichandtheSPRContheirimportantworkahead!

SPRC:…continuedfrompg.1

TheWisdomofMom
Mother(tosonwanderingaroundtheroom):
 “Whatareyoulookingfor?”
Son: “Nothing.”
Mother:“You’llfinditintheboxwherethe
 candywas.”

CARINGCOMMUNITY
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MAY2007CALENDAR

WEEKLY
EVENTS
Sunday_______________
9:00am
TraditionalWorship

10:00am
SundaySchool

11:00am
ContemporaryPraise
Worship

Monday______________
7:00pm
Men’sHuddle
(contactLanceKorzilius)

DivorceRecovery

Wednesday___________
10:00am
WorshipDesign
7:00pm
Wednesday-NightBible
Study
(contactRonorGayleFike)

7:30pm
WalkingTeam

Saturday_____________
8:30pm
YoungAdultLIFETeam

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

April29 30 1
7pm

ChurchCouncil

2
7pm

BuildingTeam,
Plachta’s

3
National
Dayof
Prayer

4
TGIFSisters

5
8:30am–4pm
AriseWomen’s

Retreat,
Morphew’s

6
Holy

Communion
9am

Jammin’Kids
practice;

HaitiReliefKit
shipping

7 8 9 10 11 12

13
Mother’sDay

7pm
NewMember

Class

14
7pm

Threadsof
Faith

15 16
7pm

BuildingTeam,
Plachta’s

17 18
TGIFSisters
RelayforLife
24-hourwalk

19
RelayforLife
24-hourwalk

20
9am

Jammin’Kids
practice

21 22
10am

Newsletter
folding/mailing

23
7pm

Worship
Committee

24 25
TGIFSisters

26

27
Pentecost

28
Memorial

Day

29 30 31 June1
TGIFSisters

2

Amotherisapersonwho,seeingthereareonlyfourpiecesofpie
forfivepeople,promptlyannouncessheneverdidcareforpie.

-TennevaJordan

Location:Morphew’shome,3058DanaPointe
Dr.Pinckney,MI48169

Title: “WomenofPurpose:WomenofAction”

Theme:“PuttingOurGiftsIntoAction”

Cost: $20payabletoJaneFullerby4/29

PleasejointhewomenofAriseasweonce
againenjoyadayawayfilledwithinspi-
ration,food,funandfellowshipwithone
another.We’lllearnaboutthegiftsweeach

havetooffer,whatholdsusbackandhow
wecan“kickitupanotch”tofollowour
passioninthefaithcommunity.Weareso
blessedtohavefabulousspeakersRev.Kristi
SigalfromMarbleMemorialUMCandRev.
LynnMartin,CommunityCongregational
ChurchofChristjoiningus.Thisisanot-to-
be-missedopportunity!Thisdayhasbeen
plannedandsponsoredbyT.G.I.FSisters.We
hopetoseeyouthere!

ChrisKieb
Memorial
Golf
Tournament-
July21st
Attentiongolfers:
saveSaturday,July
21,2007forthe
ChrisKiebMemorial
ScrambleatReddeman
FarmsGolfClubin
Chelsea,MI.

Proceedswillfund
anotherscholarship
fortheManchester
Band,inhonorofour
son.Thanksforyour
supportandpleasefeel
freetoforwardthisto
anyoneinterested!

-Wayne&MaryEllen
Kieb

HopetoSeeYouattheWomen’sRetreat-May5th!
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Thankstoallwhocontribute;
pleasecontactuswithyour
feedbackandsuggestions!

5/5 Bob&JoyceBarnard
 Barry&KelleyBoyes

5/10 Mark&BarbaraWood

5/21 Ron&GayleFike

5/31 Chuck&PattyBoyne

May Anniveraries

Toeverypersoninthehomeof:

Ifyouwishtoberemovedfromournewslettermailinglist,pleasereturnthismailingpaneltous.Thankyou.

•AriseConnectionsisavailableonlineatwww.arisechurch.org•

5/1 VeronicaPargulski

5/2 EmilyScott

5/3 LeahSherry

5/10 DorothyWinslow

5/11 PaulSmith

5/15 PatSliter

5/17 BenGermain

5/18 RobWagner

5/20 DaveRussell

5/25 KahlinDawson

5/26 JaredBollinger

May Birthdays

AriseMinistryCenter
11211Dexter-PinckneyRd.
Pinckney,MI48169
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