
EXCHANGE OF RI NGS 

The bride and groom  say som ething like " I  (nam e)  give 

you (nam e)  this r ing as a sign of our m arr iage..."   

 

DECLARATI ON OF MARRI AGE 

The celebrant  declares that  ____ and ____ are husband 

and wife and says the m arr iage blessing. 

 

  C. THE REGI STRATI ON  

The registers (X2)   are signed and the m arr iage cert ificate 

is signed and presented. 

 

   D. PRAYERS 

The Officiant  (or a fr iend or fam ily m em ber)  leads 

appropriate prayers for the couple and their  life together, 

usually including the Lord’s Prayer, followed by the final 

blessing  

 

 E. I NTRODUCTI ON OF NEW LYW EDS (opt ional)   

The Officiant  m ay say " I  present  to you Mr. and Mrs. 

________" if they are changing their nam es or " I  present  

to you the newly m arr ied couple, Jane and John" if they 

are not . The guests stand and applaud, as the couple then 

lead the recessional out  of the Church  

 

Music as the br ide and groom  leave 

 

MUSI C &  HYMNS  

There are different  points in the service where you m ay 

choose to have m usic (by the organist , on CD or played by 

a fr iend)  -  the ent rance of the bride, during the 

regist rat ion, as the bride and groom  process out  of 

church—or at  another suitable point  .   

I f you choose to sing hym ns they are usually placed 

between the different  sect ions of the service (Sect ions A-E 

underlined above) . 
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The aim  of this leaflet is to 

give an understanding of the 
different parts of the  

marriage service  and where 
there are choices  about what 
may be included or left out. 



Music for the ent rance of the Bride 

 

A. I NTRODUCTI ON   

 

W ELCOME 

Friends, welcom e to St  George’s. My nam e is 

…………. We have been invited here today to share 

with ______ and ______ a very im portant  m om ent  

in their  lives. I n the years they have been together, 

their  love and understanding of each other has 

grown and m atured, and now they have decided to 

live their  lives together as husband and wife. They 

have com e to seek God’s blessing .. .  

 

LI GHTI NG OF UNI TY CANDLE OR OTHER UNI TY 

CEREMONY ( opt ional)   

Som e couples are choosing to add a unity 

cerem ony. They light  two candles to represent  their  

individual lives and all they bring into their  

relat ionship and then later they light  a single candle 

to represent  the unity of their  m arr iage.  

 

AN OPENI NG PRAYER 

Typically, it  says som ething about  love, 

relat ionships, or m arr iages and recognizing/ seeking 

God’s blessing 

 

DEFI NI TI ON OF MARRI AGE (Preface)  

Here the Officiant  says som e words about  m arr iage 

in general and a Christ ian understanding of 

m arr iage.  

 

DECLARATI ONS 

You, followed by the congregat ion, are invited to 

declare any reasons why you should not  be m arr ied. 

Then you agree to take each other as husband and 

wife and your fam ily and fr iends agree to support  

you in your m arr iage. 

 

READI NG/ S 

A suitable reading or readings which say som ething 

about  love, relat ionship and the m eaning of 

m arr iage. There is usually a short  Bible reading but  

other readings m ay be included. 

 

ADDRESS 

Som et im es the celebrant  m ay offer a reflect ion for 

this special day. 

 

  B. THE MARRI AGE 

 

THE GI VI NG I N  MARRI AGE ( opt ional)   

The t radit ional wording is "Who gives this wom an 

to be wedded to this m an" but  as it  is the 21st  

century, m any couples opt  for som ething such as 

"Who supports this couple in their  m arr iage?" or 

"Who supports this wom an/ m an in her/ his m arr iage 

to this m an/ wom an?" or choose to leave it  out  

altogether. 

 

VOW S  

You each m ake your m arr iage vows.  

I ,  N , take you, N , to be m y wife/ husband, 

to have and to hold, from  this day forward;  

for bet ter, for worse, for r icher, for poorer,  

in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, 

t ill death us do part ;  according to God's holy law. I n 

the presence of God I  m ake this vow. 

 

 


