
Created by: Crystal McGuigan (Adapted from What, When, How to Teach English K-6) 

 

POETRY  Name: _________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

 

 
 

Nursery Rhymes are really short stories that involve all sorts of characters, places and 

adventures. They might also be described as jingles for children and form part of the oral 

tradition of may countries. 

 

Stage/s 

Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

 

Structure 

A key factor in the enjoyment of oral language is the musical quality of the words, sentences and 

phrases. 

 

Language Features 

 Repetition of the final sound of a word. 

 Rhyming words at the end of lines. 

 Regular pulse or beat. 

 Variations of pitch and tempo. 

 

Example 

 
What, When, How to Teach English K-6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Type: Nursery Rhymes 



Created by: Crystal McGuigan (Adapted from What, When, How to Teach English K-6) 

 

POETRY  Name: _________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

 

 
 

Number rhymes use words that make sound patterns often by rhyming the ends of their lines. 

Content is mathematical. 

 

Stage/s 

Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

 

Structure 

Rhyming couplets – each pair of lines rhyme at the end. 

 

Language Features 

 Repetition of the final sound of a word. 

 Rhyming words at the end of lines. 

 Regular pulse or beat. 

 Variation of pitch and tempo. 

 

Example 

 
What, When, How to Teach English K-6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Type: Number Rhymes 



Created by: Crystal McGuigan (Adapted from What, When, How to Teach English K-6) 

 

POETRY  Name: _________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

 

 
 

Rhyming jingles that demonstrates an idea and uses hands, fingers etc. to reinforce the theme of 

the jingle. 

 

Stage/s 

Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

 

Structure 

A key factor in the enjoyment of oral language is the musical quality of the words, sentences and 

phrases. 

 

Language Features 

 Intonation. 

 Expression to emphasise punctuation marks. 

 Rhythmical beat. 

 Repetition can be a feature. 

 Actions are a feature. 

 

Example 

 
What, When, How to Teach English K-6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Type: Finger Rhymes 



Created by: Crystal McGuigan (Adapted from What, When, How to Teach English K-6) 

 

POETRY  Name: _________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

 

 
 

Chants are designed to be enjoyed as a sort of mouth-music where sense doesn’t matter as much 

as the sound of the words and the swinging rhythm. 

 

Stage/s 

Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

 

Structure 

A key factor in the enjoyment of oral language is the musical quality of the words, sentences and 

phrases. 

 

Language Features 

 Repetition of the final sound of a word. 

 Rhyming words at the end of lines. 

 Regular pulse or beat. 

 Variations if pitch and tempo. 

 

Example 

 
What, When, How to Teach English K-6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Type: Chants 



Created by: Crystal McGuigan (Adapted from What, When, How to Teach English K-6) 

 

POETRY  Name: _________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

 

 
 

Tongue twisters are made up of very similar sounding words. 

 

Stage/s 

Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

 

Structure 

Often the first line is a statement. 

Subsequent lines are often rearrangements of the first statement. 

 

Language Features 

 Uses alliteration. 

 

Example 

 
What, When, How to Teach English K-6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Type: Tongue Twisters 



Created by: Crystal McGuigan (Adapted from What, When, How to Teach English K-6) 

 

POETRY  Name: _________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

 

 
 

Raps are improvised chants with an underlying rhythm. 

 

Stage/s 

Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

 

Structure 

Underlying rhythm e.g. 1, 2, 3, 4. 

Can have internal rhythm. 

Sometimes the final word on each line rhymes. 

 

Language Features 

 Repetition of the final sound of a word. 

 Rhyming words at the end of lines. 

 Regular pulse or beat. 

 Variations of pitch and tempo. 

 

Example 

 
What, When, How to Teach English K-6 
 

 

 

 

 

Type: Raps 



Created by: Crystal McGuigan (Adapted from What, When, How to Teach English K-6) 

 

POETRY  Name: _________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

 

 
 

In acrostic poems the letters in a word are used as the initial letters of all the lines in the poems. 

 

Stage/s 

Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

 

Structure 

Title or name written vertically on the left side of the page. 

Each letter is capitalised and becomes the first letter of the word on that line. 

 

Language Features 

 Each line may be a single word, phrase, or a thought that is continued on the next line. 

 Descriptive words. 

 

Example 

 
What, When, How to Teach English K-6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Type: Acrostic Poems 



Created by: Crystal McGuigan (Adapted from What, When, How to Teach English K-6) 

 

POETRY  Name: _________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

 

 
 

Catalogue poems create lists which provide a collage of images of a particular idea, event or 

person. 

 

Stage/s 

Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

 

Structure 

Title:          COLOUR. 

Line 1:         Describe the colour or the object. 

Line 2:         -ing, -ing, -ing. 

Line 3:         Describe how you feel. 

Line 4:         Noun that is the colour in the title. 

The size of the poem does not have to be constructed to four lines. 

 

Language Features 

 Noun 

 

Example 

 
What, When, How to Teach English K-6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Type: Catalogue Poems 



Created by: Crystal McGuigan (Adapted from What, When, How to Teach English K-6) 

 

POETRY  Name: _________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

 

 
 

Short lyric poetry, describing an emotion in terms of the action or events surrounding it. 

 

Stage/s 

Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

 

Structure 

Short poem. 

Can be adapted to music. 

Varied poetry structures. 

 

Language Features 

 Nouns in particular. 

 Abstract nouns as they relate to feelings and emotions. 

 Descriptive adjectives. 

 Rhyme is not necessary. 

 Uses synonyms and abstract phrases. 

 

Example 

 
What, When, How to Teach English K-6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Type: Emotion Poetry 



Created by: Crystal McGuigan (Adapted from What, When, How to Teach English K-6) 

 

POETRY  Name: _________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

 

 
 

Formula poetry uses a set of instructions for each line of the poem to be written. 

 

Stage/s 

Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

Structure 
Title: PICK A COLOUR 

Line 1: colour + noun 

Lone 2: verb + colour 

Lone 3: adverb + colour 

Line 4: superlative 

Title: NOUN 

Line 1: verb 

Line 2: verb phrase 

Line 3: three adjectives 

Line 1: If I had ______ 

Line 2: I’d feel ______ 

Line 3: I would ______ 

Line 4: I wouldn’t ______ 

Line 5: Fortunately ______ 

Line 6: Unfortunately ____ 

Line 1: What if ______ 

Line 2: I might ______ 

(leave a line) 

Line 3: What if ______ 

Line 4: I could ______ 

(leave a line) 

Line 5: What if ______ 

Line 6: I would ______ 

(leave a line) 

Line 7: Ask a question 

Language Features 

 Noun 

 Verb/Verb phrase 

 Adverb 

 Superlative 

 Adjective 

 

Example 

 
What, When, How to Teach English K-6 

Type: Formula Poetry 



Created by: Crystal McGuigan (Adapted from What, When, How to Teach English K-6) 

 

POETRY  Name: _________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

 

 
 

A cinquain is a five line poem which presents a compact image of an object, person or idea. 

 

Stage/s 

Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

 

Structure 

Line 1: One word to state subject  

Line 2: Two words to describe the subject 

Line 3: Three words to show action 

Line 4: Four words relating to a feeling 

Line 5: One word that repeats or refers to the 

subject. 

Line 1: Single word 

Line 2: Adjectives to describe subject 

Line 3: Four words forming a phrase or clause 

Line 4: Repetition of line 1. 

 

Language Features 

 Verb. 

 Adjectives. 

 Phrase. 

 Clause. 

 

Example 

 
What, When, How to Teach English K-6 
 

 

 

 

Type: Cinquain Poem 



Created by: Crystal McGuigan (Adapted from What, When, How to Teach English K-6) 

 

POETRY  Name: _________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

 

 
 

In concrete poetry the shape of the poem as well as the language used in the poem contributes to 

its meaning. The visual impact of the poem is as important as the words. 

 

Stage/s 

Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

 

Example 

 
What, When, How to Teach English K-6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Type: Concrete Poetry 



Created by: Crystal McGuigan (Adapted from What, When, How to Teach English K-6) 

 

POETRY  Name: _________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

 

 
 

A Japanese poem that describes an aspect of nature. 

 

Stage/s 

Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

 

Structure 

Consists of 3 lines containing 17 syllables. 

Line structure: 

The first line contains five syllables. 

The second line contains seven syllables. 

The third line contains five syllables. 

N.B. Number of words and syllables can be negotiated. 

 

Language Features 

 Rhyme is not necessary. 

 Usually uses natures as its focus. 

 A phrase describing the object observed – may include adjectives, alliteration. 

 A phrase or series of words describing the action of the object – may include verbs, adverbs. 

 Something significant about the object e.g. a tiny detail about it, thoughts of the object etc. 

 

Example 

 
What, When, How to Teach English K-6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Type: Haiku 



Created by: Crystal McGuigan (Adapted from What, When, How to Teach English K-6) 

 

POETRY  Name: _________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

 

 
 

Lyrics and songs that often tell a story. 

 

Stage/s 

Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

 

Structure 

Written in pairs of lines that rhyme. 

Line 1 and 2: End words rhyme. 

Line 3: Does not rhyme with 1 and 2. 

Line 4: Rhymes with line 3 and so on. 

 

Example 

 
What, When, How to Teach English K-6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Type: Rhyming Couplets 



Created by: Crystal McGuigan (Adapted from What, When, How to Teach English K-6) 

 

POETRY  Name: _________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

 

 
 

Limericks recount a comical incident. 

 

Stage/s 

Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

 

Structure 

Limericks are five line poems. 

Lines 1, 2 and 5 are longer than lines 3 and 4 and rhyme with each other. 

Lines 3 and 4 rhyme. 

Usually they are nonsense poems. 

 

Example 

 
What, When, How to Teach English K-6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Type: Limerick 



Created by: Crystal McGuigan (Adapted from What, When, How to Teach English K-6) 

 

POETRY  Name: _________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

 

 
 

Onomatopoeia is a device which involves the use of words that have the same sound as the thing or 

action being described, or which gives a feeling of that particular thing or action. 

 

Stage/s 

Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

 

Structure 

Is limited of natural sounds that produce an auditory image to the reader. Words such as –hiss, 

flop, rumble. 

The repetition of a letter at the end stretches both the sound and action e.g. purr-r-r. 

 

Example 

 
What, When, How to Teach English K-6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Type: Onomatopoeia 



Created by: Crystal McGuigan (Adapted from What, When, How to Teach English K-6) 

 

POETRY  Name: _________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

 

 
 

Contrast poetry depicts the same object, person or idea in two different ways, beginning with the 

most obvious association and moving to perhaps an unusual or strikingly different vantage point. 

 

Stage/s 

Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

 

Structure 

Use the following formula to show the contrast: 

Title: NAME OF OBJECT OR PERSON. 

Line 1, 2 or 3: Write two or three lines that paint a vivid picture of the initial image. 

Skip a line. 

Lines 4, 5 or 6: Write two or three lines that paint a different picture. Try also to follow whatever 

pattern your first lines took (i.e. if line 2 contains two adjectives and a noun, then so should line 4). 

 

Language Features 

 Noun 

 

Example 

 
What, When, How to Teach English K-6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Type: Contrast Poetry 



Created by: Crystal McGuigan (Adapted from What, When, How to Teach English K-6) 

 

POETRY  Name: _________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

 

 
 

A type of narrative poetry that tell a story. They can be put to music and contain themes about 

adventure, romance or heroes. 

 

Stage/s 

Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

 

Structure 

Contain themes that are usually emotional – sad, happy, romantic, heroic or humorous. 

Usually reflect social issues of their day. 

Frequent repetition, dialogue and rhythm. 

 

Example 

 
What, When, How to Teach English K-6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Type: Ballad 



Created by: Crystal McGuigan (Adapted from What, When, How to Teach English K-6) 

 

POETRY  Name: _________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

 

 
 

Begins with a question. 

 

Stage/s 

Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

 

Structure 

It begins with a question. 

The rest of the poem involves an answer to this question. 

Answer consists of three pairs of adjectives and finishing with a noun. 

 

Example 

 
What, When, How to Teach English K-6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Type: Dylan Thomas Portrait 



Created by: Crystal McGuigan (Adapted from What, When, How to Teach English K-6) 

 

POETRY  Name: _________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

 

 
 

Diamante is a form poem in the shape of a diamond comparing or contrasting objects/ideas. 

 

Stage/s 

Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

 

Structure 

A diamante consists of seven lines. It presents an image of an object, person or idea through 

cataloguing a series of adjectives and participles. 

Line 1: One word to name the first subject. 

Line 2: Two adjectives to describe the first subject. 

Line 3: Three participles (-ing words) related to the first subject. 

Line 4: Four nouns – first two related to the first subject, the second two related to the second 

subject. 

Line 5: Three participles (-ing words) related to the second subject. 

Line 6: Two adjectives to describe the second subject. 

Line 7: One noun to name the second subject. 

 

Language Features 

 Noun, adjective, participle 

 

Example 

 
What, When, How to Teach English K-6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Type: Diamante 



Created by: Crystal McGuigan (Adapted from What, When, How to Teach English K-6) 

 

POETRY  Name: _________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

 

 
 

Narrative poems are those that tell stories. They can be short or long, serious or humorous, 

personal or impersonal. 

 

Stage/s 

Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

 

Structure 

Takes any form or any length. 

Usually constant theme. 

Rhyme or rhythm optional. 

 

Example 

 
What, When, How to Teach English K-6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Type: Narrative 



Created by: Crystal McGuigan (Adapted from What, When, How to Teach English K-6) 

 

POETRY  Name: _________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

 

 
 

Epic is a long poem describing great deeds and events. It usually tells a story. 

 

Stage/s 

Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

 

Structure 

A poem of any length but if broken up into stanzas each stanza consists of 8-10 lines. 

Uses rhyme and rhythm. 

 

Language Features 

 Rhyme. 

 Descriptive passages. 

 Similes, metaphors are sometimes used. 

 

Example 

 
What, When, How to Teach English K-6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Type: Epic 



Created by: Crystal McGuigan (Adapted from What, When, How to Teach English K-6) 

 

POETRY  Name: _________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

 

 
 

Is a two line poem using two contrasting images to make a comparison. 

 

Stage/s 

Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

 

Structure 

Consists of ONLY two lines. 

Line 1 describes one image. 

Line 2 describes a different image that can be compared with the first. 

Use metaphors. 

 

Example 

 
What, When, How to Teach English K-6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Type: Ezra Pound Couplets 



Created by: Crystal McGuigan (Adapted from What, When, How to Teach English K-6) 

 

POETRY  Name: _________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

 

 
 

Odes are reflective poems that usually praise a person, object or incident. 

 

Stage/s 

Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

 

Structure 

Consists of four or more lines of any structure. 

 

Language Features 

 Uses highly expressive language. 

 Uses satire. 

 Play on words – nonsense words sometimes used to maintain rhyme and add humour. 

 

Example 

 
What, When, How to Teach English K-6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Type: Ode 



Created by: Crystal McGuigan (Adapted from What, When, How to Teach English K-6) 

 

POETRY  Name: _________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

 

 
 

A eulogy is a poem of mourning in which the life of the dead person is sadly recalled. 

 

Stage/s 

Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

 

Structure 

Usually written in stanzas. 

Can use rhyme and rhythm. 

 

Example 

 
What, When, How to Teach English K-6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Type: Eulogy 



Created by: Crystal McGuigan (Adapted from What, When, How to Teach English K-6) 

 

POETRY  Name: _________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

 

 
 

Sonnets are lyric poems which usually have a rhythmic and rhyme pattern. 

 

Stage/s 

Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

 

Structure 

A poem consisting of 14 lines on a central theme. 

 

Example 

 
What, When, How to Teach English K-6 

Type: Sonnet 


