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1$ DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

_ E XCE LLE NT ^DE TE R IOR ATE D _ UNALTE R E D XoR IGINALS ITE  

_ GOOD _ R UINS  J 4-ALTE R E D _ MOVE D DATE .-. 

XFAIR  _ UNE XPOS E D

DE S CR IBE THE  PR E S E NT AND OR IGINAL (IF  KNOWN) PHY S ICAL APPE AR ANCE

ihe Laclec'e County Jail faces southwest from its setting on the southwest corner of the
 .ou!"tho:jse square in Lebanon, Missouri. The building is two stories, of brick construction

 cstiri'7 on a rubble foundation, capped by a low pitched intersecting asphalt shingle hip 
.-oof, a.id is T-shaped. The south wing of the T is 20 X 41' and dates from 1876, while 
;he north wing reas-jring 19 X 42' was added in 1913 as living quarters for the sheriff. 
1 Ins addition maintains continuity in form and material with the original portion of the 
^j ilding.

Mthough the shallow hip roof with projecting eaves and the tall slender segmentally 
orched windows suggests affinities with the Italianate style, the building has the basic 
simplicity of vernacular architecture.

ecorative elements are minimal and consist of corbelling In the frieze, regular division 

' ,f the bays of the building by means of a slightly recessed wall surface divided by 
vertical pilasters. The double hung windows are all two-over-two light with segmental
.rches, of either one or two header courses, and cutstone (original wing) or brick
'addition) lugs:lls painted white. The primary entrance door of the original wing reached 

.'  ,' cutstone steps features a barred transom. Openings are covered with steel bars,
;apped with decorative spear points on the original wing, supplemented in places by wire 
',esh.

Inside, the oricinal wing of the building contains one cell (for women) on the first 
floor, while the: second floor is partioned into steel cells which retain original cots 
nd wood heatinc stove. The addition served as living quarters for the sheriff with

  orches and living and dining rooms on the first floor. Peneath the dining room is a 
:2' X 14' cellar. On the second floor are two bedrooms and a bath.

The building has received few major alterations since the wing added in 1913, except for 
Ihe enclosing of the porches, construction of new ceilings and the addition of plumbing 
..nd electricity.

SITE

The Laclede County Jail occupies the southwest corner of the Courthouse square. Also on 
the square, but not being nominated, are the Courthouse, a Depression Modern style building, 
<n annex and a metal utility shed.

PRESENT STATUS

Although the building is in need of repairs, it is structurally sound, and 1s maintained 
\>y the Laclede County Historical Society which uses the facility as a museum.
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PE R IOD AR E AS  OF S IGNIFICANCE  -- CHE CK AND J US TIFY  BE LOW

. -PflE HlS TOHIC _ .AR CH E ULOGY -PR E  HIS TOR IC  _ ._ COMM UNITY  PLANNING -..LANDS CAPE  AR CHITE CTUR E  — R E LIGION

_ _  .AR CHE OLOGY - HIS TOR IC

....AGR ICULTUR E

_ _  .AR CHITE CTUR E

...AR T

_  COMME R CE

..COMMUNICATIONS

..^CONS E R VATION

...E CONOMICS

.-E DUCATION

.— E NGINE E R ING

.-E XPLOR ATION/S E TTLE ME NT

...INDUS TR Y  

_ !NV(:NTION

_ LAW

— .LITE R ATUR E

_ _ MILITAR Y

_ .MUS IC

....PHILOS OPHY

_ POL!TICS /GOVE R NME NT

— S CIE NCE

— S CULPTUR E

^S OCIAL/HUMANITAR IAN

_ THE ATE R

— .TR ANS POR TATION

J LOTHE R  iS PE CIFY )

Law E nforcement
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_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Arrhitprt - W.P. Tnnraham

S TATE ME NT OF S IGNIFICANCE

Laclode County Jail is significant as one of the oldest buildings in the south central 
iiissouri town of Lebanon, Missouri, for its associations with colorful incidents in the 
law enforcement h'story of Laclede County, and as a regional example of adaptive reuse.

Lebanon was incorporated in 1853 but because in 1869, the Frisco Railroad bypassed the 

town, it becairs necessary to abandon what the notable regional writer Harold Bell Wright 
Ascribed as a beautiful and well drained site, move the town a mile and stretch themselves 
cut along "the mud flat on either side of the sacred right-of-way" (Shoemaker: pp. 1889- 
1290; l.'right: p. 4; Gleason: p. 48).

Two prior jails had been located in the original town: the first of log construction was 
built in 1851 and burned in 1857, the second succumbed to flames during the Civil War. 
The erection of third jail, presently under consideration, awaited the resolution of a 
decade long controversy over whether or not to relocate the county seat in the new town 
or keep it in the old one. It took a clause in the new Missouri Constitution of 1875 
to make the move possible, after which the next order of business became the construction 
cf a new jail and accordingly the county ordered J. Pauly and his brother to build the 
third Laclede County Jail which was accomplished for the sum of $4,000 and completed on 
September 6, 1876. (Gleason: p. 50; Nyberq: p. 92; History: p. 40; Records: 
September 6, 1876). ' ' "     

Subsequent to that time, the Jail was the scene of Laclede County's one and only public 
hanging on March 4, 1880 (Nyberg: p. 94), and of one other colorful crime containing 
the ingredients of which legends are spun: a murder, a daring escape, abetted by a young 
girl, of the murderer the day before his scheduled hanging, the birth of twins, subsequent 
recapture, retrial and acquittal, and an eventual sentence in the State Penitentiary 
for horse stealing (Nyberg: p. 92).

In 1955, Laclede County constructed a new Jail, and at this time the Laclede County 
Historical Society interceded to prevent the old Jail's demolition, and to provide it 
v/ith a viable new function as a museum to house for all to view the mementos of Laclede 
County's interesting history.
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LACLEDE COUNTY J AI L  
Lebanon,  Mi s s our i  
Phot ogr apher :  Tom Ches s er

Augus t ,  1978 
Lake of  t he Oz ar ks  Counc i l  of

Loc al  Gover nment s  
P. O.  Box 786 
Camdent on,  Mi s s our i  65020

4 of 7

Door leading into jail portion of the 
museum
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LACLEDE COUNTY J AI L  5 of  7 
Lebanon,  Mi s s our i  
Phot ogr apher :  Tom Ches s er  

Augus t ,  1978 
Lake of  t he Oz ar ks  Counc i l  of

Loc al  Gover nment s  
P. O.  Box 786 
Camdent on,  Mi s s our i  65020

St ai r s  l eadi ng i nt o c el l ar  under  
k i t c hen
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