
Journey Parents

Parent’s Guide

Dear Parents,

Our goal in Awana® is to work alongside parents to train children and youth to grow into adults 
who know, love and serve the Lord. We recognize that parents are the primary spiritual nurturers of 
their children and we want to do all we can to help. Our desire is to provide you with the tools that 
enable you to be involved with the curriculum your child is studying.

Your children are now in high school. They are on the brink of adulthood, yet you occasionally 
still see glimpses of the little kid they once were. At other times, you gasp in amazement as they 
respond with astounding maturity.

We want our teens to face the world strong in their faith, no matter what’s ahead on their live’s 
journey. We want them to understand that life can be diffi cult, but also to rest in the 
life-supporting perspective that God is sovereign.

The Journey™ curriculum focuses on teaching teens to make life choices with that Christ-centered 
perspective. They can trust in Him. To help you, the parent, familiarize yourself with what your teen 
is learning at Journey, we provide these Parent’s Guides which offer a summary of the lessons and 
discussion questions to get a conversation going with your teen.

We hope you fi nd these guides helpful. We are thankful for the privilege of working alongside you 
in discipling your teens to know, love and serve the Lord Jesus Christ.

We can think of no task more worthwhile.

If you have any questions, please talk to your teen’s leader.

Praying for you,

The Awana Youth Ministries™ Team

Parent’s Guide is a production of Awana Youth Ministries and Awana at Home® 

™

awanaym.org awana.org/athome
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Lesson 1: This Court Is Now in Session Memory Verses: 1 Peter 3:15

Every day your faith is put on trial. When your faith is on the defense you may 
wonder how to get it to the offensive position.

Apologetics can help you know what you believe and why you believe it. Over 
the next 12 weeks the lessons will show how various religions and atheists view 
Christianity. One goal of the lessons is to enable you to present Christianity to 
nonbelieving friends in a way that makes sense.

This is the fi rst of many 
lessons in which your 
teenager will explore the 
truth claims of Christianity. 
Ask your teenager to 
write down some of the 
things he hears from 
his nonbelieving friends 
regarding Christianity or 
other religions.

You can encourage your 
teenager in his pursuit of 
truth. Keep this list – you’ll 
put it to use in the Next Next 
StepStep of Lesson 12. Your 
teenager should be able to 
look back on his questions 
and respond to the 
questions at the end of this 
12-week study.

In a Nutshell Summary

The Next Step

Parent’s Guide
Faith on Trial

Apologetics is 

the defense 

of Christianity 

with intellectual 

arguments.
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Review It Questions and Answers 
(Or where they can be found in your teenager’s Journey manual, anyway; you didn’t expect us to do all the
 work for you, did you?)

 1. What is one goal of this series of lessons? 1. What is one goal of this series of lessons?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Important GoalsImportant Goals.).)

 2. What verse in this introductory lesson defends apologetics?  2. What verse in this introductory lesson defends apologetics? 
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Fill It UpFill It Up.).)

 3. Defi ne  3. Defi ne meeknessmeekness. . 
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under With Meekness and FearWith Meekness and Fear.).)

 4. Which New Testament writer wrote two volumes of apologetics to Theophilus?  4. Which New Testament writer wrote two volumes of apologetics to Theophilus? 
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Apologetics Scriptural?Apologetics Scriptural?)

 5. According to 1 Peter 3:15, what attitude should we have when we give a defense for our faith?  5. According to 1 Peter 3:15, what attitude should we have when we give a defense for our faith? 
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under With Meekness and Fear.With Meekness and Fear.)

 6. True or False. Decisions for Christ can be made only through the work of the Holy Spirit. 6. True or False. Decisions for Christ can be made only through the work of the Holy Spirit.
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under A Special CautionA Special Caution.).)

 7. True or False. Apologetics can never save anyone. 7. True or False. Apologetics can never save anyone.
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under A Special CautionA Special Caution.) .) 

 8. Defi ne Apologetics.  8. Defi ne Apologetics. 
(Look in John 8 and also under (Look in John 8 and also under What’s Apologetics?What’s Apologetics?)

 9. True or False. Matthew argued persuasively in 1 Corinthians 15.  9. True or False. Matthew argued persuasively in 1 Corinthians 15. 
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Is Apologetics Scriptural?Is Apologetics Scriptural?)

 10. True or False. Apologetics can prove that God exists.  10. True or False. Apologetics can prove that God exists. 
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Argument for the DefenseArgument for the Defense.).)

Lesson 1: This Court Is Now in Session
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Lesson 2: Is There a God? Memory Verses: Romans 1:20

Although we can’t “prove” that God exists, there is plenty of evidence around us 
that point to God’s existence. For example, the law of cause and effect states that 
something doesn’t happen unless something else causes it to happen. There is 
also order and design in the universe which points to a creator who is purposeful 
and powerful. The lesson also makes four other “arguments” that will help your 
teenager see God’s hand in everything. 

In a Nutshell

God has 

revealed 

Himself 

through 

creation and 

through the 

person of 

Jesus Christ.

Lesson 2: Is There a God?

Summary

Parent’s Guide

Go for a walk or play 
a pickup game of your 
teenager’s favorite sport. 
Engage in conversation 
about the laws of nature 
(when you throw a 
ball up, it comes down 
etc.). Use this time to 
help your son see God’s 
purposefulness in creation. 

The Next Step

Faith on Trial
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Review It Questions and Answers 
(Or where they can be found in your teenager’s Journey manual, anyway; you didn’t expect us to do all the
 work for you, did you?)

 1. According to Romans 1:20, why are men without excuse? 1. According to Romans 1:20, why are men without excuse?
(The answer can be found in the (The answer can be found in the Scripture referencedScripture referenced.).)

 2. Explain why you believe in God. 2. Explain why you believe in God.
(The answers will vary.)(The answers will vary.)

 3. Give an example of cause and effect. 3. Give an example of cause and effect.
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Cause and EffectCause and Effect.).)

 4. True or False. Anthropological research shows that the most primitive people believe in the existence of one God.  4. True or False. Anthropological research shows that the most primitive people believe in the existence of one God. 
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under MonotheismMonotheism.).)

 5. What is a “God-shaped vacuum”? What are some ways you have seen people try to fi ll their “vacuum”?  5. What is a “God-shaped vacuum”? What are some ways you have seen people try to fi ll their “vacuum”? 
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under The God-shaped VacuumThe God-shaped Vacuum.).)

 6. What is anthropology? 6. What is anthropology?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under MonotheismMonotheism.).)

 7. True or False. If earth were any farther from the sun, we would freeze.  7. True or False. If earth were any farther from the sun, we would freeze. 
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Order and DesignOrder and Design.).)

 8. Spontaneous generation is the theory that:  8. Spontaneous generation is the theory that: 

  A. Time multiplies itself.   A. Time multiplies itself. 

  B. Non-living things produce living thing.  B. Non-living things produce living thing.

  C. Matter produces itself through protozoa implementation.  C. Matter produces itself through protozoa implementation.

  D. The world was created instantaneously.  D. The world was created instantaneously.
   (The answer can be found under    (The answer can be found under LifeLife.).)

 9. Read Romans 1:21-22. What happens when men know about God, but don’t worship Him as God? 9. Read Romans 1:21-22. What happens when men know about God, but don’t worship Him as God?
(The answer can be found in the (The answer can be found in the Scripture referencedScripture referenced.) .) 

 10. True or False. We can prove God exists. 10. True or False. We can prove God exists.
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Can We Prove God Exists?Can We Prove God Exists?)

Lesson 2: Is There a God?
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Lesson 3: Is Jesus Christ God? Memory Verses: John 1:1, 14

People often argue that Jesus was not God. By looking at His life, words and even 
His death, a case can be made to show otherwise. Using four examples, this lesson 
shows that Jesus is either a deceiver, a madman, a legend or He is, indeed, God.

Jesus also showed His divinity by His sinless character, His power over nature and 
His power over life and death.

Using Mark 4:35-5:43, show 
and discuss Jesus’ power 
over the elements, demons, 
and life and death.

After studying the passage, 
together go out for a 
meal. Ask your teenager 
if he is having trouble 
trusting God’s power over 
any part of his life. Offer 
encouragement and spend 
time praying together. 

In a Nutshell

Jesus Christ’s 

character is 

evidence that 

He is God.

Lesson 3: Is Jesus Christ God?

Summary

The Next Step

Parent’s Guide
Faith on Trial
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Review It Questions and Answers 
(Or where they can be found in your teenager’s Journey manual, anyway; you didn’t expect us to do all the
 work for you, did you?)

 1. Explain why you believe Jesus is God. 1. Explain why you believe Jesus is God.
(The answers will vary.)(The answers will vary.)

 2. About how long did Jesus’ public ministry last? 2. About how long did Jesus’ public ministry last?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Historical EvidenceHistorical Evidence.).)

 3. True or False. Jesus claimed to be God. 3. True or False. Jesus claimed to be God.
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Jesus Said He Was GodJesus Said He Was God.).)

 4. In Matthew 16:16, who said Jesus was Son of God? 4. In Matthew 16:16, who said Jesus was Son of God?
(The answer can be found in the (The answer can be found in the Scripture referencedScripture referenced.).)

 5. According to John 8:58, Jesus existed before whom? 5. According to John 8:58, Jesus existed before whom?
(The answer can be found in the (The answer can be found in the Scripture referencedScripture referenced.).)

 6. What is the biggest problem with the theory that Christ was a madman? 6. What is the biggest problem with the theory that Christ was a madman?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Four ChoicesFour Choices.).)

 7. Why did the Jewish leaders try to kill Jesus?  7. Why did the Jewish leaders try to kill Jesus? 
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Jesus Said He Was GodJesus Said He Was God.).)

 8. In Mark 3:11, who confessed that Jesus was the Son of God? 8. In Mark 3:11, who confessed that Jesus was the Son of God?
(The answer can be found in the (The answer can be found in the Scripture referencedScripture referenced.).)

 9. According to John 8:18, who bears witness of Christ? 9. According to John 8:18, who bears witness of Christ?
(The answer can be found in the (The answer can be found in the Scripture referencedScripture referenced.) .) 

 10. How old was Jesus when He amazed the religious leaders of His day? 10. How old was Jesus when He amazed the religious leaders of His day?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Historical EvidenceHistorical Evidence.).)

Lesson 3: Is Jesus Christ God?
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Lesson 4: Did Jesus Christ Rise From the Dead?

Because of the evidence of the Church, the Christian day of worship, the empty 
tomb, the resurrection, the appearances and the changed lives of believers, we 
can have confi dence that Jesus Christ rose from the dead.

Can you imagine how hopeless life would be if Christ never 
rose from the dead? Praise God we don’t even have to worry 
about that! We are people, God’s people, with purpose! 
Because we have hope we can live with confi dence. Have 
your teenager invite a nonbelieving friend over for dinner and 
games. Encourage him to share his faith with his friend over 
the course of the evening. 

In a Nutshell

History and 

the Bible give 

proof that 

Jesus Christ 

rose from 

the dead.

Lesson 4: Did Jesus Christ Rise From the Dead?

Summary

The Next Step

Parent’s Guide

Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 15:19-20

Faith on Trial



8

Review It Questions and Answers 
(Or where they can be found in your teenager’s Journey manual, anyway; you didn’t expect us to do all the
 work for you, did you?)

 1. According to 1 Corinthians 15:6, Christ appeared to how many people at one time? 1. According to 1 Corinthians 15:6, Christ appeared to how many people at one time?
(The answer can be found in the (The answer can be found in the Scripture referencedScripture referenced.).)

 2. What were the Antioch believers called? 2. What were the Antioch believers called?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Evidence of the Christian ChurchEvidence of the Christian Church.).)

 3. True or False. Jesus was buried in a public cemetery. 3. True or False. Jesus was buried in a public cemetery.
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Did the Women Wander to the Wrong Tomb?Did the Women Wander to the Wrong Tomb?)

  4. The New Testament contains no less than how many accounts of the resurrection?  4. The New Testament contains no less than how many accounts of the resurrection?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Evidence of the Bible.Evidence of the Bible.)

 5. According to experts, how heavy was the boulder that sealed Jesus’ tomb. 5. According to experts, how heavy was the boulder that sealed Jesus’ tomb.
(The answer can be found under(The answer can be found under Did Jesus Merely Faint? Did Jesus Merely Faint?)

 6. True or false. The Jewish religious leaders removed the body of Christ to make the disciples believe  6. True or false. The Jewish religious leaders removed the body of Christ to make the disciples believe 
He had been resurrected.He had been resurrected.
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Did the Chief Priests Move the Body?Did the Chief Priests Move the Body?)

 7. Why did the early Christians change their day of worship from Saturday to Sunday? 7. Why did the early Christians change their day of worship from Saturday to Sunday?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Evidence of the Christian Day of WorshipEvidence of the Christian Day of Worship.).)

 8. According to Luke 24:4, who appeared at the tomb after the resurrection of Christ? 8. According to Luke 24:4, who appeared at the tomb after the resurrection of Christ?
(The answer can be found in the (The answer can be found in the Scripture referencedScripture referenced.).)

 9. According to John 21:1, to whom did Jesus appear after His resurrection? 9. According to John 21:1, to whom did Jesus appear after His resurrection?
(The answer can be found in the (The answer can be found in the Scripture referencedScripture referenced.) .) 

 10. Which disciple wouldn’t believe Jesus had risen from the dead unless he could see the scars? 10. Which disciple wouldn’t believe Jesus had risen from the dead unless he could see the scars?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Evidence of His AppearancesEvidence of His Appearances.) .) 

Lesson 4: Did Jesus Christ Rise From the Dead?
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Lesson 5: Is the Bible Reliable? Memory Verse: 2 Peter 1:16 

How do you know the Bible is accurate? There are three tests Bible scholars use 
in order to see if the Bible is accurate.

The fi rst test is the bibliographic test, which compares manuscripts with reliable 
sources such as the Dead Sea Scrolls or the Septuagint. The second test is the 
internal test, which looks at the claims the writings make about themselves. For 
example, does the Bible claim to be the Word of God? Finally, the external test 
checks the Bible’s claims against other historical writings.

Putting together the books of the Bible was no easy task. People spent endless 
hours tirelessly working to make sure what we have today is reliable. The 66 
books of the Bible are called the canon.

Has the Bible made your 
life different? How? By 
seeing the effects of God’s 
Word in your life, you can 
know its value. 

Discuss with your teenager 
how God’s Word doesn’t 
return void. Use a sermon 
from church, if possible, 
to point out how God’s 
Word is working to either 
convict (if the passage was 
on getting rid of sin) or 
encourage (if the passage 
was encouraging). 

In a Nutshell

History 

and textual 

evidence 

show that 

the Bible 

is reliable.

Lesson 5: Is the Bible Reliable?

Summary

The Next Step

Parent’s Guide
Faith on Trial
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Review It Questions and Answers 
(Or where they can be found in your teenager’s Journey manual, anyway; you didn’t expect us to do all the
 work for you, did you?)

 1. What three questions did religious leaders use to decide which books belong in the Bible? 1. What three questions did religious leaders use to decide which books belong in the Bible? 
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under What’s the Canon?What’s the Canon?)

 2. True or False. Historians have discovered more than 21,000 manuscripts of the New Testament. 2. True or False. Historians have discovered more than 21,000 manuscripts of the New Testament.
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Evidence of the Bibliographic Test.Evidence of the Bibliographic Test.)

 3. What is the Canon?  3. What is the Canon? 
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under What’s the Canon?What’s the Canon?)

 4. True or False. Because the New Testament claims to be history, it passes the external test for historical accuracy.  4. True or False. Because the New Testament claims to be history, it passes the external test for historical accuracy. 
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Evidence of the Internal Test.Evidence of the Internal Test.)

 5. Why is the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls important?  5. Why is the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls important? 
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Dead Sea Scrolls.Dead Sea Scrolls.)

 6. True or False. In March of 1947, an Arab shepherd boy found what has been called the greatest archaeological  6. True or False. In March of 1947, an Arab shepherd boy found what has been called the greatest archaeological 
discovery of the 20th century. discovery of the 20th century. 
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Dead Sea Scrolls.Dead Sea Scrolls.)

 7. How does the reading of the Bible strengthen your faith?  7. How does the reading of the Bible strengthen your faith? 
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under On the Street.On the Street.)

 8. What are the copies of the Old Testament dated back to AD 900 called? Why are they called this? 8. What are the copies of the Old Testament dated back to AD 900 called? Why are they called this?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Evidence of the Bibliographic Test.Evidence of the Bibliographic Test.)

 9. Why don’t we include the Apocrypha in our Bible? 9. Why don’t we include the Apocrypha in our Bible?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under What’s the Canon?What’s the Canon?)

 10. What are three tests experts use the determine the accuracy of ancient documents? 10. What are three tests experts use the determine the accuracy of ancient documents?
(The answer can be found (The answer can be found throughout the lessonthroughout the lesson.).)

Lesson 5: Is the Bible Reliable?
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Lesson 6: Is the Bible God’s Word? Memory Verse: 2 Peter 1:20-21

We can know that the Bible is God’s Word by the evidence of the Bible writers, 
because they claimed to be writing God’s Word. The writers were not all alike 
either. The writers included kings, prophets, fi shermen, doctors, tax collectors 
and more!

We can also know the Bible is God’s Word because Jesus quoted the Old 
Testament often. He also promised that everything the Scriptures said would 
come true.

Finally, we can know the Bible is God’s Word because of prophecy. In the 
Old Testament, several promises were made about the coming Messiah. 
Christ fulfi lled those prophecies, and we can know God is faithful to keep 
His promises to us. 

In the beginning of 
the lesson, there is an 
argument from someone 
who does not believe that 
the Bible is God’s Word. 
After doing the lesson, 
ask your teenager how 
she would respond to this 
comment. Ask her to use 
verses to back up what 
she is saying. 

In a Nutshell

The fulfi llment 

of prophecy 

gives evidence 

that the Bible is 

God’s Word.

Lesson 6: Is the Bible God’s Word?

Summary

The Next Step

Parent’s Guide
Faith on Trial
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Review It Questions and Answers 
(Or where they can be found in your teenager’s Journey manual, anyway; you didn’t expect us to do all the
 work for you, did you?)

 1. How many times did Old Testament writers claim they were writing God’s Word? 1. How many times did Old Testament writers claim they were writing God’s Word?
(The answers can be found under (The answers can be found under Evidence of the Bible WritersEvidence of the Bible Writers.).)

 2. What did Jesus mean when He said: …  2. What did Jesus mean when He said: … “Scripture cannot be broken”“Scripture cannot be broken”?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Evidence of ChristEvidence of Christ.).)

 3. Over how many years was the Bible written? 3. Over how many years was the Bible written?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Evidence of the Bible WritersEvidence of the Bible Writers.).)

 4. Defi ne “inspiration of the Bible.” 4. Defi ne “inspiration of the Bible.”
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Is the Bible Inspired?Is the Bible Inspired?)

 5. The birth of Josiah was prophesied how many years before the actual event?  5. The birth of Josiah was prophesied how many years before the actual event? 
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Evidence of Prophecy.Evidence of Prophecy.)

 6. True or False. All authors of the Bible wrote with the same writing style. 6. True or False. All authors of the Bible wrote with the same writing style.
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Is the Bible Inspired?Is the Bible Inspired?)

 7. In Luke 18:31, Jesus said Scripture would be fulfi lled. To whom did He say this? 7. In Luke 18:31, Jesus said Scripture would be fulfi lled. To whom did He say this?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Evidence of Christ.Evidence of Christ.)

 8. According to Isaiah 44:28, for what would Cyrus build a foundation? 8. According to Isaiah 44:28, for what would Cyrus build a foundation?
(The answer can be found in the (The answer can be found in the Scripture referencedScripture referenced.).)

 9. True or False. New Testament writers quoted Old Testament writings. 9. True or False. New Testament writers quoted Old Testament writings.
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Evidence of the Bible Writers.Evidence of the Bible Writers.)

 10. Fill in the Blank. Ezekiel prophesied that Nebuchadnezzar would destroy the city of _____________. 10. Fill in the Blank. Ezekiel prophesied that Nebuchadnezzar would destroy the city of _____________.
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Evidence of ProphecyEvidence of Prophecy.).)

Lesson 6: Is the Bible God’s Word?
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Lesson 7: Does Archaeology Show the Reliability of the Bible? Memory Verse: Luke 2:1-3

Not only is archeology useful for helping us understand ancient civilizations 
but it also helps show the reliability and accuracy of the Bible.

Over time many excavations have taken place that give us windows into the 
past. Because of archeology, there are more than just clay pots in the way of 
discovery. Archeology gives evidence for the biblical Joseph, the brother who 
was sold into slavery in Genesis. There is also evidence for Jericho, Solomon, 
Luke’s account of the census, Pilate and Nazareth! 

These lessons have given 
several examples of evidence 
for backing up the claims 
that Christianity makes. Go 
through the previous lessons 
and write each subhead 
that begins with “Evidence” 
on a separate index card or 
piece of paper (there are 19 
evidences listed in Lessons 
1-7). Mix up the papers and 
have your teenager pull one 
out. Read it to him and ask 
him if he can summarize 
what that evidence is. 
Decide on a reward ahead 
of time. For example, he can 
download a song to his MP3 
player for each right answer.

In a Nutshell

Archeology 

indicates that 

the Bible is 

historically 

accurate.

Lesson 7: Does Archaeology Show the Reliability of the Bible?

Summary

The Next Step

Parent’s Guide
Faith on Trial
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Review It Questions and Answers 
(Or where they can be found in your teenager’s Journey manual, anyway; you didn’t expect us to do all the
 work for you, did you?)

 1. Explain in your own words why archaeology is important.  1. Explain in your own words why archaeology is important. 
(The answers will vary.)(The answers will vary.)

 2. For how many pieces of silver was Joseph sold to the Ishmaelites? 2. For how many pieces of silver was Joseph sold to the Ishmaelites?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Evidence for JosephEvidence for Joseph.).)

 3. According to the lesson, who was deputy to Amenhotep III?  3. According to the lesson, who was deputy to Amenhotep III? 
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Evidence for JosephEvidence for Joseph.).)

 4. According to Genesis 41:42, what three things did the Pharaoh of Egypt give to Joseph?  4. According to Genesis 41:42, what three things did the Pharaoh of Egypt give to Joseph? 
(The answer can be found in the (The answer can be found in the Scripture referencedScripture referenced.).)

 5. True or False. Archaeology shows that many people came to Egypt during times of famine.  5. True or False. Archaeology shows that many people came to Egypt during times of famine. 
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Evidence for JosephEvidence for Joseph.).)

 6. Where did archeologists fi nd evidence for Pontius Pilate?  6. Where did archeologists fi nd evidence for Pontius Pilate? 
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Evidence for PilateEvidence for Pilate.).)

 7. True or False. Archaeologists believe Cyrenius was governor twice.  7. True or False. Archaeologists believe Cyrenius was governor twice. 
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Evidence for Luke’s AccountEvidence for Luke’s Account.).)

 8. Where did archaeologists discover King Solomon’s stables? 8. Where did archaeologists discover King Solomon’s stables?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Evidence for SolomonEvidence for Solomon.).)

 9.  According to Joshua 6:25, whom did Joshua save? 9.  According to Joshua 6:25, whom did Joshua save?
(The answer can be found in the (The answer can be found in the Scripture referencedScripture referenced.).)

 10. How many sites related to Old Testament events have archaeologists discovered? 10. How many sites related to Old Testament events have archaeologists discovered?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Evidence for JerichoEvidence for Jericho.).)

Lesson 7: Does Archaeology Show the Reliability of the Bible?
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Lesson 8: Was There a Worldwide Flood? Memory Verse: Genesis 9:14-15

Did you know that over 200 ancient and present civilizations report evidence of 
a worldwide fl ood? The way that the cultures present the information varies, but 
many report evidences of the fl ood. Geology also gives evidence of a worldwide 
fl ood – bone beds, inland bodies of water, coal beds, oil fi elds and mammoth 
bodies found in Siberia.

God made Noah a very 
substantial promise: 
God would never again 
fl ood the earth. Discuss 
the nature of God’s 
promises with your 
teenager. Encourage 
her to be reading God’s 
Word every day and 
taking the promises God 
makes seriously.

In a Nutshell

Geology gives 

evidence that 

a worldwide 

fl ood is true.

Lesson 8: Was There a Worldwide Flood?

Summary

The Next Step

Parent’s Guide
Faith on Trial
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Review It Questions and Answers 
(Or where they can be found in your teenager’s Journey manual, anyway; you didn’t expect us to do all the
 work for you, did you?)

 1. How long did it take Noah to build the ark? 1. How long did it take Noah to build the ark?
(The answers can be found under (The answers can be found under And the Rain Came Tumbling DownAnd the Rain Came Tumbling Down.).)

 2. Where have geologists discovered thousands of mammoth skeletons and carcasses? 2. Where have geologists discovered thousands of mammoth skeletons and carcasses?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Evidence From GeologyEvidence From Geology.).)

 3. According to Genesis 8:11, what did Noah fi nd in the dove’s mouth? 3. According to Genesis 8:11, what did Noah fi nd in the dove’s mouth?
(The answer can be found in the (The answer can be found in the Scripture referencedScripture referenced.).)

 4. True or False. Bone beds contain lots of skeletons. 4. True or False. Bone beds contain lots of skeletons.
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Bone BedsBone Beds.).)

 5. How many ancient and present civilizations have reported different cultural accounts of a worldwide fl ood? 5. How many ancient and present civilizations have reported different cultural accounts of a worldwide fl ood?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Flood AccountsFlood Accounts.).)

 6.  How long after the fl ood began were Noah, his family and the animals able to leave the ark? 6.  How long after the fl ood began were Noah, his family and the animals able to leave the ark?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under And the Rain Came Tumbling DownAnd the Rain Came Tumbling Down.).)

 7. How would the fl ood explain the large inland lakes found on every continent? 7. How would the fl ood explain the large inland lakes found on every continent?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Inland Bodies of WaterInland Bodies of Water.).)

 8.  What’s an ossiferous fi ssure? 8.  What’s an ossiferous fi ssure?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Bone BedsBone Beds.) .) 

 9. True or False. No one can prove the fl ood happened. 9. True or False. No one can prove the fl ood happened.
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under What Evidence?What Evidence?)

 10. According to Genesis 7:6, how old was Noah when the fl ood of waters was upon the earth? 10. According to Genesis 7:6, how old was Noah when the fl ood of waters was upon the earth?
(The answer can be found in the (The answer can be found in the Scripture referencedScripture referenced.).)

Lesson 8: Was There a Worldwide Flood?
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Lesson 9: Are Science and Scripture in Confl ict? Memory Verse: Isaiah 40:26

It’s important to not disregard science. But just because some people say that 
science backs up evolution doesn’t mean that it does. God’s Word and science 
are actually not in confl ict. And while the Bible is not meant to be a scientifi c text 
book, Scripture has proven to be compatible with true science in many areas, 
including the fi rst law of thermodynamics, the second law of thermodynamics, 
hydrology, astronomy, geology and physiology.

In a Nutshell

Scripture backs 

up the fi ndings 

of true science.

Lesson 9: Are Science and Scripture in Confl ict?

On a clear night, go for a 
walk with your teenager 
to a place where you can 
see the stars. Discuss the 
beauty of creation and 
how God made it for His 
glory and our enjoyment. 

Summary

The Next Step

Parent’s Guide
Faith on Trial
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Review It Questions and Answers 
(Or where they can be found in your teenager’s Journey manual, anyway; you didn’t expect us to do all the
 work for you, did you?)

 1. Defi ne theistic evolution. 1. Defi ne theistic evolution.
(The answers can be found under (The answers can be found under Arguments for the DefenseArguments for the Defense.).)

 2. According to Ussher, when was the world created? How is this an example of Christians using Scripture to say  2. According to Ussher, when was the world created? How is this an example of Christians using Scripture to say 
things it doesn’t say?things it doesn’t say?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Arguments for the DefenseArguments for the Defense.) .) 

 3. True or False. Christians are often responsible for the apparent confl icts between the Bible and science. 3. True or False. Christians are often responsible for the apparent confl icts between the Bible and science.
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Arguments for the DefenseArguments for the Defense.) .) 

 4. True or False. Science is our enemy, and we should stay away from it. 4. True or False. Science is our enemy, and we should stay away from it.
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Science vs. ScriptureScience vs. Scripture.).)

 5. Fill in the blank. According to John 17:17, God’s Word is ____________. 5. Fill in the blank. According to John 17:17, God’s Word is ____________.
(The answer can be found in the (The answer can be found in the Scripture referencedScripture referenced.).)

 6. According to Proverbs 16:24, what are pleasant words like? 6. According to Proverbs 16:24, what are pleasant words like?
(The answer can be found in the (The answer can be found in the Scripture referencedScripture referenced.).)

 7. What Bible verse tells us the world is balanced? Write it out here. 7. What Bible verse tells us the world is balanced? Write it out here.
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under GeologyGeology.).)

 8. What is isostasy? 8. What is isostasy?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under GeologyGeology.) .) 

 9. Explain the second law of thermodynamics. 9. Explain the second law of thermodynamics.
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Second Law of ThermodynamicsSecond Law of Thermodynamics.).)

 10. What is the gap theory? 10. What is the gap theory?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Arguments for the DefenseArguments for the Defense.).)

Lesson 9: Are Science and Scripture in Confl ict?
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Lesson 10: Creation or Evolution? Memory Verse: Colossians 1:16

As it was mentioned in the last few lessons, something cannot come from 
nothing. This lesson explores the “Big Bang” theory and shows the teenagers 
again that God is the Creator who created things with intentionality and order. 
Scripture also tells us that God made individual types of animals, contrary to 
the evolutionary belief that modern types evolved from a common ancestor. 

Take some time to read 
through Psalm 139 with 
your teenager. Use this 
time to encourage her by 
explaining she was created 
by a loving God who 
orders all things. While 
your teenager might hear 
daily that she came from a 
“bang,” it’s so much more 
encouraging to know that 
a loving God planned her 
into existence. 

In a Nutshell

Science 

supports 

the biblical 

account of 

creation.

Lesson 10: Creation or Evolution?

Summary

The Next Step

Parent’s Guide
Faith on Trial
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Review It Questions and Answers 
(Or where they can be found in your teenager’s Journey manual, anyway; you didn’t expect us to do all the
 work for you, did you?)

Lesson 10: Creation or Evolution?

 1. By claiming that reptiles produced birds and that apes evolved into humans, evolutionists break which  1. By claiming that reptiles produced birds and that apes evolved into humans, evolutionists break which 
biological guideline?biological guideline?
(The answers can be found under (The answers can be found under Was There a “Big Bang”?Was There a “Big Bang”?)

 2. Which sentence in Genesis 1:10, 12, 18, 21 and 25 tells us that God was pleased with His creation. 2. Which sentence in Genesis 1:10, 12, 18, 21 and 25 tells us that God was pleased with His creation.
(The answer can be found in the (The answer can be found in the Scripture referencedScripture referenced.) .) 

 3. Explain the problem with the big bang theory. 3. Explain the problem with the big bang theory.
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Was There a “Big Bang”?Was There a “Big Bang”?)

 4. According to the theory of evolution, what were invertebrates? 4. According to the theory of evolution, what were invertebrates?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Were There “Missing Links”?Were There “Missing Links”?)

 5. True or False. There is no evidence that non-living things produced living things. 5. True or False. There is no evidence that non-living things produced living things.
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Do Non-Living Things Produce Living Things?Do Non-Living Things Produce Living Things?)

 6. Why are so many people opposed to teaching creation as a theory? 6. Why are so many people opposed to teaching creation as a theory?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Fast FactFast Fact.).)

 7. True or False. According to the theory of evolution, life began with microscopic, single-celled forms of life  7. True or False. According to the theory of evolution, life began with microscopic, single-celled forms of life 
like bacterium.like bacterium.
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Were There “Missing Links”?Were There “Missing Links”?)

 8. True or False. Disorder never creates order. 8. True or False. Disorder never creates order.
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Did Disorder Create Order?Did Disorder Create Order?) ) 

 9. According to Hebrews 1:2, through whom did God make the world? 9. According to Hebrews 1:2, through whom did God make the world?
(The answer can be found in the (The answer can be found in the Scripture referencedScripture referenced.).)

 10. Why are evolution and creation called theories? 10. Why are evolution and creation called theories?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under The Great DebateThe Great Debate.).)
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Lesson 11: Is Christianity Different From Other Religions? Memory Verses: Acts 4:12

What makes Christianity different from other religions? While almost all religions 
have some form of the “golden rule” there are many other things that distinguish 
Christianity from other religions. For one, Christianity is the only religion that 
does not require any human effort. What Jesus did on the cross is suffi cient 
to cover your sins. Christianity also promises assurance of salvation. Because 
Christianity is based on the work of Christ and not on human effort, there is no 
way to lose your salvation. 

In a Nutshell

Christianity is 

the only way 

to reconcile 

man to God.

Lesson 11: Is Christianity Different From Other Religions?

Summary

Parent’s Guide
Faith on Trial

Does your teenager have 
a friend who believes in 
Hinduism, Islam, Judaism 
or Buddhism? If so, offer to 
take her to the library or do 
some research online with 
her to understand the basic 
beliefs of that religion. 
When your teenager is in 
a position to talk about 
faith with her friend, 
the conversation will be 
helped by the fact that your 
daughter knows what the 
other person believes. It 
will make it easier for her 
to share Christianity with 
her friend.

The Next Step
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Review It Questions and Answers 
(Or where they can be found in your teenager’s Journey manual, anyway; you didn’t expect us to do all the
 work for you, did you?)

 1. Why do other religions not offer assurance of salvation? 1. Why do other religions not offer assurance of salvation?
(The answers can be found under (The answers can be found under The Requirement of WorksThe Requirement of Works.).)

 2. True or False. Many religions offer power to do what’s right. 2. True or False. Many religions offer power to do what’s right.
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under The Golden RuleThe Golden Rule.) .) 

 3. Who is Brahma? 3. Who is Brahma?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under HinduismHinduism.) .) 

 4. True or False. One of the few similarities between Christianity and other religions is the existence of a Golden Rule. 4. True or False. One of the few similarities between Christianity and other religions is the existence of a Golden Rule.
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under The Golden RuleThe Golden Rule.) .) 

 5. According to John 8:24, what will happen to those who don’t believe in Jesus Christ? 5. According to John 8:24, what will happen to those who don’t believe in Jesus Christ?
(The answer can be found in the (The answer can be found in the Scripture referencedScripture referenced.).)

 6. According to 1 Corinthians 3:11, what is the only good foundation? 6. According to 1 Corinthians 3:11, what is the only good foundation?
(The answer can be found in the (The answer can be found in the Scripture referencedScripture referenced.).)

 7. What becomes a natural product of new life in Christ? 7. What becomes a natural product of new life in Christ?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under The Requirement of WorksThe Requirement of Works.).)

 8.  True or False. According to Hinduism, those who have lived bad lives can expect to be reborn as insects or animals. 8.  True or False. According to Hinduism, those who have lived bad lives can expect to be reborn as insects or animals.
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under HinduismHinduism.) .) 

 9. What are the Five Pillars of Islam? 9. What are the Five Pillars of Islam?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under IslamIslam.).)

 10. According to Buddhism, what happens to one’s life when nirvana has been attained? 10. According to Buddhism, what happens to one’s life when nirvana has been attained?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under BuddhismBuddhism.) .) 

Lesson 11: Is Christianity Different From Other Religions?
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Lesson 12: Closing the Gap Memory Verse: Romans 10:17

Faith is a gift from God that allows us to trust Him. Faith also makes it possible 
to please God. Hebrews 11:1 tells us that if we don’t have faith we can’t please 
God. However, when we have faith in Jesus Christ’s work on the cross for us, God 
sees us the way He sees Jesus. Jesus’ righteousness is ours. That is the only way to 
please God. 

Be confi dent in what Christ has done for you! Live out your faith by doing what 
God says.

In a Nutshell

Faith is solid, 

absolute belief. 

Lesson 12: Closing the Gap

Summary

The Next Step

Parent’s Guide
Faith on Trial

Remember Lesson 1? In 
The Next StepThe Next Step of Lesson 1, 
it was suggested to have 
your teenager write down 
some arguments he heard 
from his friends or teachers 
against the claims of 
Christianity. Find that sheet 
again and look over the 
questions or comments. 
Ask him if, after these 
lessons, he feels better 
equipped to stand up 
for his faith as well as to 
understand more about 
what he believes. If he is 
still having doubts, have 
a question-and-answer 
time where you help him 
understand the questions 
he still has.
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Review It Questions and Answers 
(Or where they can be found in your teenager’s Journey manual, anyway; you didn’t expect us to do all the
 work for you, did you?)

Lesson 12: Closing the Gap

 1. Fill in the blanks. Josh McDowell says that faith “means believing in the light of ____________  _________,  1. Fill in the blanks. Josh McDowell says that faith “means believing in the light of ____________  _________, 
consistent with _____________, on the basis of ____________.”consistent with _____________, on the basis of ____________.”
(The answers can be found under (The answers can be found under Fast FactFast Fact.).)

 2. What does the Greek word  2. What does the Greek word peithopeitho mean? mean?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under What Is Faith?What Is Faith?)

 3. How does your faith affect the way you live? 3. How does your faith affect the way you live?
(The answers will vary.)(The answers will vary.)

 4.  Fill in the blanks. … 4.  Fill in the blanks. … faith comes from _____________ the message, and the message is heard through the  faith comes from _____________ the message, and the message is heard through the 
_______ of Christ (Romans 10:17, NIV)._______ of Christ (Romans 10:17, NIV).
(The answer can be found in the (The answer can be found in the Scripture referencedScripture referenced.) .) 

 5. What is the opposite of faith? 5. What is the opposite of faith?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Buckle It InBuckle It In.).)

 6. What does the word  6. What does the word hopehope in Hebrews 11:1 mean? in Hebrews 11:1 mean?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Live Your FaithLive Your Faith.).)

 7. How did you fi rst hear about God and what He has done for you? 7. How did you fi rst hear about God and what He has done for you?
(The answers will vary.)(The answers will vary.)

 8. Fill in the blank.  8. Fill in the blank. And without _______________ it is impossible to please God. (Hebrews 11:6a, NIV).And without _______________ it is impossible to please God. (Hebrews 11:6a, NIV).
(The answer can be found in the (The answer can be found in the Scripture referencedScripture referenced.) .) 

 9. How should your faith affect the way you live? 9. How should your faith affect the way you live?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Live Your FaithLive Your Faith.).)

 10. Where does faith come from? 10. Where does faith come from?
(The answer can be found under (The answer can be found under Where Faith Comes FromWhere Faith Comes From.).)


